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In the following pages I have condensed, to the beat of my 
ability, the results of ten years’ labour in the busy fields of 
Indian journalism. My op|K>rtumtic3 of acquiring a know- 
ledge of political and soci.al nfiairs bare been great ; it is for 
the public to decide if I bare made good use of them. , 
"Were my book^to bo written over agoin, I should like to 
deepen the colours in which some pictures of Indian life have 
been painted; but the experience which enables a man' to 
write on the subject of Eastern govemment, tends to blunt 
bis sympathies, and in some degree to injure his moral sense. 
Torture and lawlessness, and the perpetual suiFering of 
millions, ore so familiar to me, that I am conscious of not 
feeling as I ought to do when wrong is done to indiriduals 
and nations. The man who lives in the vicinity of the un- 
dertaker and boiler maker, is not likely to join in the agita- 
tion against barrel organs and street cries. 

There ia a malady common to savages in certain parts of 
the world, which is termed “ earth-hunger." It provokes 
an incessant craving for clay, a species of food wliich fails to 
satisfy the appetite, and which impairs the power of digestion. 
The East India Company have laboured under its influence 
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for a century past; and as yet tbc disease shows, no signs of 
abatement. The last mail informed ns that 25 j 00 iSacic 3 /in 
thtf districts recently assigned by the Nizam) had this season 
been thrown out of cultivation; and current advices express 
the satisfaction of the Indian Government at the prospect of 
new confiscationB. In Madras, Bombay, and the'Punjab, 
for every aero that is .cultivated, at least three remain un- 
tilled j and still we continue to make nobles landless, and to 
increase the sum total of Asiatic misery.'* 

If Heaven had not a great worlc for us to do in the East, 
the cruelty, the oppression, and the measureless folly of our 
rule would before this have produced its natural fruits, and 
we should have been cast out from India, a scorn and 
example to the nations. We have been heavily punished, 
and there is yet a fearful blow to be endured; but after 
a while we shall coraprehend the nature of our responsi- 
biUties, and try to fulfil them. England’s difficulty ia Eng- 
land’s opportunity. If we arc wise henceforth in dealing 
with India, the ell of Cawnpore will so fertilise the land, 
that every comer of it wiU yield a crop of blessings. 


H. M. 
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CHAPTER I 

Tnr ULTTSiov — Tnt iiEAiity — snuTArr DcrENcrs — cookino 

ACCOm^T8 — ^J^LTE^SIO^S OP CASTE — LOPD DAillOlTSlE AND 

D18 POUCT 

In the course of an arhclc on the disturbed “tate of feeling 
m the naine army, the ** Times of the IStluof May last 
had the following — 

*' Now that the whole of India has been thorouglily sub 
dued, and that from Affghanistan to the borders of Siam 
there is no power which eren aspires to oppose us we may 
be humane while we are politic, and be content to punish 
disobedience by loss of pay and pension without a resort to 
artillery or a charge of the bayonet It is reassuring more 
over, that the Mussulman, the Sikh the Ghoorkn Las no 
share in the prejudices of the Hindoo The Government 
may always count on the votaries of Islam for support in 
any tumult arising from the teaching of an idolatrous creed 
Stih’ we ccruiiJ wi fi to see a larger number of European 
troops at hand on such an occasion Our Indian empire is 
not what it was, and yet the number of white regiments 
remains pretty i early statonary Witlno the last fifteen 
years we have annexed Scinde, and the Piinjaub, and Pegn, 
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not to spe-ik of Oude and half i dozen protected ^ tributary 
districts The cares and duties of the army are tjiereforc 
largely increased Although the European force is costly 
and sickly — although every maa sent out is said to cost 
lOOZ , and many are only sent out to be laid, before long, 
in the barrack cemetery, — yet we must not shrink from the 
duties which pur situation nece-asitates "Vre haie conquered 
India by British hands, and by them it must be retained 
Nothing will render the improvement of the country so 
difficult, nothing will so unsettle the minds of a people easy 
to he impressed, and likely to find e\il adii'iers to impress 
them, as the suspicion that there is any weakness m us 
The belief that on any point, whether ten miles or one 
thou«and miles awaj , the authority of England can be oi cr- 
thrown. for a day hy Asiatics of any race ox creed, will go 
far 10 nullify all our character of superiority, and all the 
authority of cnibsation ” 

"When this extract iias first read in India, rebellion nas 
tnumpliant m the Sepoy army oier the length and breadth 
of Bengal, from the farthest comer of Pcsbaaur to the lulls 
of Cuttack The flame of insurrection had been leaping 
from post to post throughout the aast extent of country still 
nominally under BnUsU rule, until it had become n point of 
honour to rebel u itU men who had no previous thought of 
disloyally , who urged, m reply to kind uords and reraon- 
Btmnccs, that they uerc bound to do what all the rest of the 


Sepoys were doing Anay uptotlichillsof Ncpaul,nlonrrthe 

wide plains of the Jiorth >> c<.t,on through the Punjaubrancl 
over the wastes of Central Imlia, the flag of rciolt 
fij>ng, the mutineers gniiiing strength and boldnc«a uith 
cicry hour Jlore than C0,000 men, who had been traiiicil 
tofi^^Ut by the Bile of ■nt»„li-U eoUUers, were eagerly aindin'* 
tUcrascUca of ocry. chance to murder the unc- and little 
of ll,c.r .^.ccn nml comrade, 

Tl,« Ind ilomkrcd more tlan e mdlmn rlcrlmo from 
,,>U,rtrre„mr,, ra, mrcllraedred, «ro„„, , (1^, ,rcre m 
f -,01 of mimcroM |lic« of rlrcnslli , ilicv Ind „on 
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jntrenchraents viinly defended for weeks by one of the most 
gallant veterans m the Ecmce, and after admitting the gar- 
rison to terms, had murdered man, oman, and cluld A 
wall as of fire impas«ahlc cut off communication between 
upper and loner Bengal, trade aras at a standstill, and the 
hopes of the best and bravest <5oldier» dared not soar beyond 
the possibility of holding the ground covered by their en- 
campment Belief was ^certain, but it seemed far di«tant 
A^engcauce was the cry tliat ro^e from everv lip, but no 
sound of thunder n as heard on the horizon The labours of 
the giants had disappeared. Six weeks bad sufficed to undo 
the work of a century 

Jlen in Calcutta a«k of eacli other, M hat will they “say of 
this in England ’ And the answer is, that our countrymen 
will take comfort in the thought, so consoling to a certain 
cla«3 of prodigaU, that India has been rojally «pent, and 
that all haa c had a share id di««ipating the nch inheritance 
The people’s Hou«e of Commons have scarcely ever be 
stoned a thought on Ilindostan Cabinets, whether TVliig 
or Torj, have sent out men to rule over us ju t as faction 
or familj Intercast ordained The faaourite of the Annj 
has seldom had a chance agam«t the favourite of the Court , 
and hence it is that, at the clo^c of a century, wc have to 
begin a new career in the East, nithout inonc} and without 
friend®, backed only bj our strong right hand and in- 
domitable hearts Be it so, the work will be done, though 
the task IS hcav j tlic labourer asking only for a competent 
o\ cr ccr 

Had the apprehension to which the ‘'Times” ga>c cur- 
rency been entertamed a few months back m the proper 
quarter, cither the mutinies would have never commenced, 
ot have novet been £uccc«aful The following statement of 
the means of defence in the shape of European regiments 
pro^ ided for Inin, and our new po« e«aioii8 to the eastward 
of tlie Ba\ of Bengal, mil show how little danger has been 
apprehended from internal foes or outward aggre*®^!! during 
the la t three years 
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TTrora the oboTc, it wiU be seen tbit m December 185-1, 
before tbo nnnexition of Oude took place, -we had three 
more Duropcan regiments than wc had when the rebellion 
occurred Of the English troops scr\ ing m the country , it 
J9 considered that "CTen regiments should be always stationed 
in the Punjaub, two in llurmab, one nt Calcutta, one at 
Dinaporc, one nl Agra, nnd one nt Meerut This lca^ es ns 
n balance of file regiments, but some of llic'c ate m abso- 
Into nee I of their customary rest in the hills, so that our 
whole movable force is actually reduced to, sni, three 
regiments Of course, ns in the instance of the adnneo 
upon Delhi, a strong duioion can be impro\i«cd nt n few 
dnjs* notice, but tbc case ts very much like that of live 
citiicn who nhandons bw bou«c nnd proj orty to comlint 
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jcbels in n different qmrter of the citj lie cannot fight 
the enemy and protect his oim valuables as ivell If 
Sepoys mutiny, or the rabble n^es at our great station", 
there is not much to prevent them from worhmg their tvjII 
for a seaoon X«ucl may sene na as on many previous oc 
casion" Those who ha\c old scores to settle ivith us may 
lack means or courage to improve the tempting opportunity , 
but there is no coummg upon what is really before us m the 
way of work, and for our means we have to thank both the 
Home and Indian Governments that they were scarcely ade- 
quatetothe ordinary requirements of astate of profound peace 
IVe had eighteen I^uropean infantry regiments, giving 
perhaps a total of fifteen thousand effectives, to occupy 
and defend the whole country from Pe^hawur to Rangoon, a 
line of sixteen hundred miles jn length, with a population of 
not lc«s than eighty millions, including three countries re- 
cently conquered — the Punjawb, Pegu, and Oude An out 
break surprised us with no European regiments at Benarc", 
Allahabad, Cawnporc, Fumickabad, Bareilly, Fy 2 abad, or 
Delhi, none at Dacca, Berhampore, or Patna Calcutta 
w as protected by a single wing of the 53rd, whilst five natii o 
regiments lay fourteen miles off in a state of disaffection, 
and the Commander lU-Chief was shooting in the HiU" 
"We met the emergency by withdrawing tlirce regiments 
from Burmah — one of them belonging to jiladras — and so 
perilling Pegu , by chiming two more Madras regiments, 
nnd so leaving that Goremment with only four European 
Corps for t\ic protection of its widely extended line of de- 
fence by begging help from Cej Ion w Inch not many years 
ago was itself in a state of rebellion , and bj etoiij mg the 
cxpediton to China At tins moment we ha\c but one 
regiment m Pegu, with no John Lawrence to serve in heu 
ot horse and foot, and only n couple of tVioiiaani "SSriti’^ii 
1 ijonets in the country of the Sikh" It is said that Lonl 
DillioiHic ju^t before lii« dejarture, applied for more Luro- 
^lean troop" If go, he failed to obtain them, but ncacrlhe 
I c.irr»cd out his intention of nnnoxing OuJe, the 
Cabinet at h me npproaing of his |k)1ici, but neglecting to 
f> a 
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gi\ e Iiim the means of sustainmg xt To tlie Board of Control 
and tbe Court of Directoiavre owe the xngufficiency of the 
army, but the blame must not Ixe laid wholly at the door of 
the ilimstry To the best of their ability our military 
chiefs have made the v. orst of the means at their disposal 
Of the old and uoin out men thej make generals of dj\i- 
sion and brigadiers, of the able and adxenturous, adminis- 
trators of civil affurs Of course theie are meir in the 
highest departments of the army who arc still able and 
vigorous , but of the five major-generals of the Company's 
service in command of divisions, the youngest has been 
fifty years a commissioned officer Of four brigadiers com 
mmdiDg field forces, the junior lias been thirty-^cvcn years 
in the service, and the oldest forty nme Of our most dis- 
tinguished soldiers, such men as Chamberlain, Coke, Hodg- 
son, and Lumsden, aro allowed to grow old in minor po«t3 on 
the frontier, whilst others no less capable of doing the state 
service are shelved in political employ IVliy shoulcl we be 
hard then upon General Hewitt for allowing tlie mutineers 
to escape at hleerut? Another Elphinstone, it is happy 
for us that he was not in command at another Cabul We 
owe him and Ins incapacity to the system Had he been 
only ten years younger, he might have been a% active as 
General Gomm, and wc dare say quite as useful to the 


country 

Lord Dalhousie quitted the shores of India m October 
185G Before he reached home, he composed a state paper, 
m which the whole of lua policy during eight years’ occupa* 
iion of the Government was reviewed and justified, and m 
the mam the public were disposed at that time to adopt lus 
own estimate of the results of lus administration He had 
done some hateh thmgH, and had stooped to petty reprisals 
upon personal cnem c-«, or upon men viho had dared tn AxUih’t 
an unpalatable mdependcBCc Ho was not above the sue 

or Im.ng conmrej nt jobs .o r-.,Qur of Uu icHt.,c, 
ond dcpcnilint, , bill iibcn liM firnlts weto nlUi,m™„ 1 i 

cbargcil ,vi.l. . 1,0 l.ca,y .Morc-t ssbrcl, tbo n 

ou 0.1CS .bco 1. L.,«, 
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as nbandoncd because it ironld not pay to be const mtly 
fighting ivitb the inhabitant^ Had the latter been Ben- 
galees or Caahmenang, jt is quite certain that, whatever 
opinions might be entertained at home with regard to our 
rightof interference on behalf of Shah Soojah, the majorit} of 
statesmen would hai e decided that, liaiing once advanced, 
we could not retreat with safety to the rest of the Queen’s 
dominions in the Hast 

Semde was acquired by means not more nefarious than 
those wluch have given us possession of half our Indian 
Empire, but the gam was dubious at best, and the conqueror 
was unpopular at the India House So it was resolved to set 
dow n the province in the annual accounts at its true commer 
cial value, and there is no sajing what point a constant clefi- 
oieney of revenue as compared with expenditure in this in- 
stance may not have given to the harangues of parliamentary 
orators, who think that the career of conquest ought to be 
put an end to Ihe Courtof Directors have always deploied 
the achievement in question, os a merchant would annually 
sigh over a branch of business which he was obliged tomam- 
tam at a certain los« 

If the wars which gave us Pegu and the Punjaub were 
shown, to be as unpr^uctive as those which planted the 
British flag at Cahul and Ilydrabad, it is quite certain tint 
the Court of Directors would no more honour Lord Dalhousic 
than they hoaoured Sir Charles Napier, and that in hhe 
manner the legislature would denounce his evident passion 
for extending the boundaries of our rule as strongly as they 
as'ailcd Lord Auckland on the score of a similar policy 
Ihc sole advantage which the marquis has over the carl 13 m 
the superior commercial results , but that is sufficient to 


convert aggression into bencGccnec, censure into gloiy In 
iho one case, blood has been transmuted into gold, iti the 
other, It was poured out on a Wen soil, and bore no harvest 
save that of unavailing tears 

Anil It a not merely tliM tlm .n,n„c f,,,. . 

InTt'Tr" " '■J rcorteil to, 

l.ut.t mn.ets Bro.e injustice on the inhabitants of the oM 



cn\p I 


GLOrr TIIIT IICLVS NO rrOFlT 


9 


Presidencies It is felt to be but right that the 'i\aihhlc 
Indian surplus should he Hid out in w orks of improi cment , 
but when the distribution comes to be considered, the 
diatnets that contribute tbc mo t to the fund m ill, of cour«c, 
put forward claims to the largest portion of outhy There 
is no part of our Eoatern empire Tvhere profitable cinplovmcnt 
cannot be found for all the sums that Goiemment and 
pruate capitalists eombmed are ever likely to furnish so 
that on no decent pretence could the surplus taxation of the 
Punjaub bo appropriated to public works in Jladras Each 
part of India, then, is aitally mterested in guarding ngaiost 
attempts to saddle it with the payment of charges that ought 
to be defrayed by another portion of territory I'N liat 
would Sliddle'cx sav if it were compelled to pay, in addition 
to its own share of war taxc’, the quota that ought to be 
contributed by Scotland ? How would our notions of equity 
bo outraged, if a lair were parsed which compelled poor 
labourers in Dor’etahire to defray the costs of a rural police 
in Somersetshire^ Yet m neither case would more in- 
justice be done than was perpetrated by Lord Dolhousie, 
for the benefit of his pet province^ 

It IS not requisite that ne should enter into arguments to 
show the nece«aity of debiliog each part of the Enti^h 
dominions in the East with the co»t of the troops employed 
in it, so long as the reienuc and expenditure of each 
proTince is kept distinct. The Engbsh public acknow- 
ledges the justice of the arrangement in the case of 
Scindc Taking, then, the annual cost of the 40 000 troops 
stationed in the Punjaub at 53? for each European, and 28/ 
for each native soldier, an estimate which does not include 
the e’xpen'e incurred on account of tJie Commanders in Chief 
and the army «tafF, w e find the whole amounts to upwards 
of a million sterling * Not an item of this charge was 
allowed to appear in the accounts furmehed to Parlia 
ment, the whole of the buroen being thrown on the other 
Presidencies and though theldadras Government earne«tlj 
protected from time to time agamst being saddled with tho 
military charges of Pegu, tl c districts a«3)gncd by the 
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Nizam, the Saugor nnd Nerbudda territories, and the Straits 
Settlements, their remonstrances were of no arail 'Where- 
ever a surplus revenue could be obtained, it w as paid, of 
course, into the Bengal treasury , where a deficit occurred, 
ns in the case of Burmab and the country of the five 
rivers, Bengal or hladras made things appear pleasant 
hleanwlule the Sepoys of the former Presidency complained 
that they were harassed by long inarches, sent far away 
over the sea in one direction, and in another, beyond tlie 
confines of Hindoalan, where they must evpect to live in 
perpetual confiict with tribes of men who surpassed them 
in physical power and daring A feeling compounded of 
the wearmess that possessed the Greeks of Alexander when 
they arrived from the path of the setting sun on the 
banks of the Jliclum, and of the indolence of the Koman 
Prtctoriana, filled their minds, and the for-^ighted Napier 
warned the Government that the fidelity of the Indian host 
was not to be relied on Tliey had come to despise 
authority, and felt themselves to be objects of dread to their 
nominal masters, who anxiously availed themselves of every 
Chance prcte-<t for enlarging their immunities, and increasing 
thcit store of comforts The system under which they held 
together had grown uttcrlj unsuitcd to the rnaintcnance of 
discipline , age, and not merit, constituted the only claim to 
promotion , strength of will and vigour of bram were of no 
use to the man who could not show gray hairs and an 
increasing stomach The guards were relieved weekly, 
and when the Brahmin was not on gentry, lie took off his 
umfonn, tied a native cloth round lua loms, and took Ins case 
like awj Sj barite Before he could cook Ins food, ho niii»t 
undergo ablutions and saj hw prajets, and if the shadow 
of a faudraorof a commanding officer was projected upon 
his hrvss lotah or his heap oC nee, the food and the utensil 
became nccurscil * 


•n,<i Mu-tulman Ktiilranfsar, nl,o porfomi, l„j Jailv 
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tabic before^ tlic mfidcU hia ma'»tcr, the piinka-T^allali will 
fan tbe flies nwaj from the joint of beef, tbc bearer will 
throw away dirty water, tboiigh each of them in doing so 
commits an oftcnce again<t the prejudices of caste A pros- 
pect of good pai on the one band, nnd a life of hard hip on 
the other, has sufficient weight arith them to o\ercome 
religious scruples, and if succe«sirc Governments had been 
as firm with the Bengal Sepoy as ncce»sity has obliged ns 
to be with our domc«tiC3, we should ha\e heard nothing of 
grea«ed cartridges at the pro ent moment, or of the thousand 
insolent requirements of caste in times pa«t 

Those who are acquainted with the inner life of the 
Brahmins know that the bonds which they would fain 
persuade Europeans are harder than adamant, and dearer 
to tliem than life it«elf, are in reality but feeble strands, 
which they break and icunilc at will IVehaTe tned to 
Ignore the differencea of nature s creating , we have made a 
law of kindne s which is only oh erred by our«elves, and 
petted the dark skioncd mercenary to the top of bis bent, 
whilst soldiers of our own kith and kin hare been left to 
find a refuge for tbeir head*, or food for tlicir families, a^ 
they best might As umal, we have forgotten that chanty 
properly begins at borne, and, as u«ual, have had our reward 
And Lord Dalhousie is to be blamed for something more 
than wilful blmdne®*! to the state of the native army He 
would ill deserve the credit which the world gives him for 
sagacity if he had not foreseen the necessity for* a large 
addition to the European force , and it is no good defence 
his reputation to allege, as may perhaps be done, that he 
Mirged the Court of Directors and the Board of Control 
to send out reinforcement" Placed as he was with the 
pubhc opinion of England and India at his back, and for a 
long while standmg out among^it the politicians of his time 
as the onlv man who could govern India, he might have 
carried out hi" policy in spite of all opposition , but hi» 
heart was in the balance sheet of his admilfistration He 
cared more for re ults which were favourable to liis personal 
reputation, than for strengthening the defences of the 



cmpiic. He passed away from tlic scene of bislabouis, and, 
following hig footsteps, we discern the shadows of the Com- 
pany’s Eaj, the mastership of the Brahmin, and the phan- 
toms of N%ant and misery which, for a century past, have 
hept in the wake of the conquerors of British India. We 
have a terrible loss to repair, a mighty vengeance to inflict; 
but when the twofold work is done, the brightest days of the 
East will follow. Let us have fair play for the energies of 
England, and the desert places of llindostan shall fleurith 
and blossom like the rose. 
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In an c\ n hour for the country, LortI Canning was appointed 
to succeed the J^IacquU of Dalhou«ie. Such a choice could 
only have been made under the supposition tlntgo^crnment 
in India was so purely a matter of routine, that it was not of 
the least moment who occupied the Ticc*rcgal palace in 
Calcutta, and took the wages of chief ruler He had been 
more than twenty} cars In the Ilousc of Peers, and had 
never cvluhited a sign of the capacity for empire. The iro-* 
prC'«ion which he left on the minds of men who tran«actcd 
hu«mc«s with him was that of plaintive imbecility. lie could 
never acquire evpcricncc, and lie had no insight into character. 
One man’s opinion was as good to bim as that of another 
lie took counsel from aU,and received help from none. The 
la«t man that encountered him on lus way to the council- 
chamber had him as a prey. He was haunted with the idea 
that the secretaries were supposed reall} to govern India ; 
and in order to di-abusc the public mind of that belief he 
would occasionally reverse a conclusion winch they had 
adopted for the best of reasons, or substitute in the wording 
of a despatch the term expedient in lieu of “ nece«sary ” 
An bone«t, courageous English gentleman, he only wanted 
breadth of utidcrataudmg and the power of reliance. He 
would have ruled with credit to himself, but the secret of 
how to manage widely was never disclo-ed to him. 

The Supreme Government of India la carried on by two 
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councils, llio first of \%hic1i, ^Mtll the i\”ist'\nco.of t!»c Se- 
cretaries, forms tlic Indtin^Iinislr} Thcl^xccutne Council 
convsta of the Commainlcr-in-ClMcf for the time being, i%lu> 
tihes ]u3 sc it, nlicn m Calcutt*i,ninncttnior(linnrj inenibtr, 
and four onlinarj members, at present Dorm, Pca- 

coch. Grant, and General Loir i\Ir Dorm is Vice-Pre- 
sident, and \shat is famdmlj termed the Indian Chanccllur 
of the Exchequer 

The Degidatiro Council la composed of scacn members, 
each Presulcncj baaing its rcprc«cnt.aliae Dorm is 

^ Yice-Preeidcnt, Mr D IJhot sits for Mndra'*, Sir Lc Geyt 
forPombaj.Mr Currie for llengnl, Mr llnrrmgUm for the 
North-V c«t Provinces The Clacf Justice and Sir jVrtlmr 
Biillcr are assumed to represent itic law and the general 
public ♦ 

The Honourable Mr Dorm had been thirly-six years m 
India Ho had achieved reputation as the presumed author 
of the financial measures which rcnectcd so much discredit 
on the closing jears of Lord Dalhoiisic’s administration 
Versed m statistics and ehilful m the «»c of iigurcs, he m ould 
alnays acquit him«clf successfully m times mIicu there was a 
surplus rcienue, a contented population, and a reign of 
peace So long as the qualities which made up tlic model 
official were sufficient to uphold his pjesfi_j?e, Mr Dorm took 
high rank , but, like hia honourable masters, he lias fallen on 
evil days The clay has come lu contact with the brass, to 
the infinite damage of the former 

Of General Low it is almost sufficient to say, that he had 
been fifty three years in the aeriice He was known 
throngboiit India ag a kind heaited honourable man, ripe in 
^ knowledge of the native character, and fneudly to the sup- 
port of Asiatic dynistics He vraa opposed to the annexation 
of Nagpore, and looked with no friendly eye on the absorp 
tion of Oude His heart was u Uh the memories of the past, 
and his mind too feeble to sustain the anxieties of state 
policy Had lus faculties answered to his will, i va«t ' 
amount of oiil would have been averted 

The Honourable Mr J P Grant was a cmhan of thirty 
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of Bnlistt Indn, composwl of n huutlrcd natioi^s, nil dificrmf; 
from each other "We owe it to liim that the IlHck Acta lui o 

almoat been promulgated, a c*daiiuty from which we line 
been at lea<’t temporarily relieved bj the scarcely greater 
evil of Tcbelhon Had the plans of the Court of Directors 
been earned out, tlic Hindoos and Mussulmans might hav e 
inaugurated the revolt by tbc previous imprisonment, ac 
cording to law, of every Englishman of wealth or mfiucnco 
in the countrj Meanwhile Mr PcacocU earned hia salary 
by the (luantitj, if not by the quality, of his labours, and 
scarcely a Saturday passed ovci, on which he did not come 
down with a draft, which was tnade law in about forty 
minutes Of tlic icat of his colleagues in tlie Legislative 
Council, it 13 needless to say anything The Queen’s 
ludgcB Ecldont or never eared to interfere against the will of 
the GoTcrnment, and no one thought of bolding Me«srs 
Cumc and Xc Geyt responsible for what wav enacted 
Ivezt, perhaps, to the Governor Gcneial, tlie Secietacics 
take the moat important part in tbc work of administration 
It 18 their duty to rough hew the business about to be 
brought before the eupteme authority , to abstract cases 
and report# hunt up whatever has been done previously on 
the subject, and suggest what ought to ho done on the 
current occasion Such an office, of necessity, gives its 
holder great power, nnd whero the bead of the Government 
and Secretary understand the true requirements of their 
position and have no desire to go beyond it, the aid of the 
latter is almost invaluable The task of all others the most 
irksome and wearying is that of searching for acts and pre- 
cedents , whence it follows, that if the secretary can instil a 
feeling of reliance upon Iwa industry, impartiahty, and judg- 
ment, he IS enabled to influence most of the acts of Govern- 
ment Under an idle viceroy he is a33 powerful , under a 
foohdi one, wlio has not the capacity to understand the 
atTana submitted for his decision, he may be unreasonably 
snuHieJ. md unwisely medUed with Imt m the mam be 
mil btve 1.H own tray It » of mncli important then to 
the mtetests of British Mia, that the persons who ffll those 
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respectable^ pQ ts sUould be inca of good capacity and 
enlarged expeiience 

The secretaiies of the Indian Goieinment arc Mr Cecil 
Beadon,HomeDepaitnicnt,Mr G P Edmon tone, Foreign, 
and Col R J H Bircb, C B , secretaiy in the Military 
Dcpaitment The tno fiiat named were intellectual and 
painstalnng, supposed to be always capable of ginng good 
advice, and wc should hope equally disposed to offer it They 
hod an intimate acqiiamfaucc with the machinery of admi- 
nistration, and as worl era up of the raw material of govern 
incnt could hardly be superseded witli advantage to the 
state How far they arc responsible for the present state of 
affairs is a matter tint wc need not inquire into, seeing that 
the onus, if any, is cheerfully liken by their supciior*! Ifo 
such thing as icsignation is cvei contemplated bj au Indian 
placeman when balked in the attempt to cart) out his views 
Ho has no public to appeal to who will do justice between 
him and his opponents He is a part of the machinery, 
vhich, if norn out or broken, can at once he replaced, and 
when thrown a«ide is forgotten by all men The fact of no 
responsibility serves tlio civilian m Leu of a conscience He 
advances no interest, pubheorpnvate, by refusing to csccutc 
an Older of winch he disapproves, or renouncing the service 
when the- policy of his masters offends his moral 6en»e In 
our daj s Sir Charles Napier afforded the only instance of a 
voluntary surrender of rank and dignity in ohcdienec to the 
promptings of insulted feebng, and he was a Queen’s officer, 
said to be avaricious, and I nonn to have an inordinate fond- 
nc®3 for pou er It has been thought a matter of wonder- 
ment that Indian politicians who ha^c acquired the widest 
rcpuLallon in that countiy, fad inthout a single exception 
on the theatre of homo politics, hut does not the fact of 
their moral subjugation furnish a key to the raysterj 

There IS but little to remark on the subject of Col Birch 
The I ublic which extols llic abditj of Me««r® Bcadon and 
*1 dmoiistonc have no unjust predilection®, and tlicir icrthct 
mu®t be taken ns impartial m botli instance® 

In n lottery there nre somctuttcs tuo chance®, one for 
c 
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tho lughcflt anil one for the lowest tliro^v , anil In tlic 
Btrwggle for IngU office and conanlcntion, tlic ^IiUtary Secre- 
tary Ind made a cast below wlndi it wras imi>o«3iblo to ecorc. 
But he held on to his salary of more than 4000/ per annum, 
arilh a tenacity of purpose that indicated considerable 
strength of character Of the Bengal army as it existed, he 
knew nothing he was barely conscious of the fact of the 
rebellion, and utterly ignorant of the causes that led to it, 
hut Ills ta«k la ended, and ho has liatl Ins wages The 
Indian army has abolished itself, and Col Birch will eoon 
have to follow its example 

The llonourablo Jlr Ilalliday was Lieut -Governor of 
Bengal Mr ITalhday nna n man who had a right to eon- 
eider himself aggrieved »f any class of politicians epokc ill of 
lum IXo was m the habit of denouncing with great force 
abuses which, by some fatality, never grew less under his 
immediate rule The Indian reformer quoted bis cridencc, 
and tho old civilian cited lus practice IBs theories sug- 
gested freedom, and lus policy upheld tyranny IIo had 
written against “ boy magistrates,’ and against the fearful 
iniquities perpetrated by the police , but no youthful member 
of the civd service lacks employment m Bengal, no darogah, 
or chief constable, cares more, in consequence, for the liberty 
of tho subject In July last, Mr Halliday announced to 
the deputy magistrate of Scrampore, an Armenian gentle- 
man who was content to do* at half-price the work of a 
covenanted officer, that he should remove him from that 
station in consequence of proved uodtacss There had been 
a holy fair at Seramporc, at wlucb 80,000 pilgrims were 
present. It commenced on the anniversary of Plassey, and 
lasted for a week The disarmed regiments at Barrackpore, 
on the opposite hank of the nver, wero in a highly excited 
state, and two qt three men had been put to death for 
urging them to mutmy A general rising was expected, 
and at tho earnest request of the inhabitants, the deputy- 
magistrate wrote to the brigadier at Barraokqore for the 
aid of a few Europeans whilst the fair lasted, whereas he 
should have applied in the first instance to the magistrate, 



CHAP II 


19 


THE BEECTY AT WlTS’ ENE 

v.ho lived at Hooglily The magiatratc would have written 
to the commi'sioner of the division, the commissioner of the 
division vronld have forwarded the request to the brigadier, 
tlie brigadier m due course would address the general com- 
manding at Barrackpore, who would write to the mihtary 
secretary, who, if he took the responsibility upon liimself, 
would tell the general to order the brigadier to instruct the 
commanding ofBcer of a certain regiment to send a detach- 
ment across the riter, at the same time taking care that the 
commissioner, the magistrate, and the deputy, all had the 
opportnmty of corresponding agam with each other on the 
subject "When the bumbled ofiScial meekly remarked that 
before all the above formalities were gone through every 
European might be murdered, Mr Hnlliday replied, “BTcUI 
and what is that to you ? ” to winch the deputy was obliged 
of course to say, ** Oh, notlung, sir,* at the same time backing 
out of the Presence 

ilr Holliday bad a strong dislike to the prc's, his anti- 
pathy b,emg as reasonable ns that of a child who hates tho 
fire becau«e it lias bad tbe imsfortunc to burn its fingers 
He was foolish enough to enter into a public controversy 
WiUi tlie pnaato secretary of Lord Dalhousio, who was un- 
accountably permitted by that nobleman to impugn the 
veracity of the Eicut Goicmor hlr HaUiday was one of 
the chief promoters of the act whicli gagged tho Indian 
journals, and took care to make use of the power with which 
tho law invested him At the date of the revolt he was not 
popular a ilh anj class of tho Anglo-Indian commumly, the 
members of hia om n service not excluded 

Ihe Goi emor of JIadras was the son of the man who took 
Scriilgaj atam Lord Hams was polidicd, benevolent, and 
replete with a melancholy grace of person and demeanour, 
the kind of nobleman tliat a rcepcctablc sobcitorbkcs to have 
•nlways on hand, for taking the chair at public meetings, and 
reflecting credit on joint-«tocIc enterprise® He rather loi cd 
all mankind than othGrwi«c hut if he had a dislike, it was to 
Koman Catholics, and pcoj Ic who made a none about thing® 
l^aturc had gn cn him a liberal disposition, ChnsUanity had 
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undo him a eoci'ibst, orcumstanccfl Inil comcTlQtl Inm into 
a x?arm BUjijtortcr of burcaucracj He lo\cd einccnlj, and 
was always to be influenced by the coun«el3 of conscientious 
Iwsr«ons No trouble was too great ubicli promised to nflord 
relief to opprcsscdmultitudes, no odium uas too formidable 
to be encountered m tbe discharge of dut> He originated 
tlic famous Uorturo comrai'non, and urolc a long minute 
agamat tUo liberty of the ptcf« He was oppo«cd to tlie 
prnatc owncralnp of land in Madras, and set on foot a sur- 
acy of the eoil, wlucK wiU be completed in about tbirt^-aix 
jears, if nothing occurs to intcmipt the work llis politics 
m August loAt were auti ^fahomedan, but liable, of courec, 
to modification 

Lord Elphinstonc, uho, about twentj jears since, uas 
Governor of Madras, was the Goaernor of Bond>a> nt the 
time of the ret olt, M hdst nt the former Presidency Ins Iios- 
pitabty and lotc of gaiety were remarkable , but if bo h id 
any chance of distmguisliiog himself at Bombay, it was suf- 
fered to pass unimproved s 

The Jiorth ■>Vc3t Provinces were under the nilc of 
Lieut -Got ernoc tbe Hon J R Coltm, a dwtinguielicd 
member of the cii il service Mr Colnn commenced Ins 
public life as tbe private secretary of Lord Auckland, was 
afterwards commissioDcr of the Tcnosserim protinces and 
fcudder Judge, being promoted from the latter post to Ins 
present appomtment He was not fortunate in his mode of 
dealing with the mutiny, and died on the 9fh day of Sep- 
tember last 

It was With such tools, good and bad, that the Government 
of India had to be earned ou from January 1857, until 
such time as the good genius of Pngland should decree 
otherwise 
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courosiTioN or the indiaj* arshes — c\.stl rrEJUDiCEs or the 
BRAnxiix — CAUSES Or »nc tevolt — covdiiiov or opde 

Tnc imlitarj force in India coraprises font distinct nnnies, 
made up of the Queen’s Bcgimenls and the scpante armies 
of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay The services of the 
Bengal Troops arc rarely re<iuired beyond the limits of their 
01711 Presidency , hut xt has occasionally happened that 
special emergency has demanded their aid, Tvhich has sever 
been accorded nithout much dis^tisfaction, and xn some in- 
stances the outbreak of mutiny (Xhe sea,— Kalapawnoe, or 
blackwatcr,— IS an object of special dread lothcm, involving 
damage to their ensto 'wid impairing their etHcicncy as 
’ soldier*, since their rcLgion will not allow them to cook 
food on board ship, but compels them to lii c on dry pnl«c, 
sugar, and stagnant water According to the strict rule of 
their faith, no Brahmin can be a soldier, since the law forbids 
them to take life , hut they overlook this vital principle for 
the sake of pay and profit The cow is a sacred animal in 
their estimation, but they consent to wear shoes made of 
leather rather than march barefoot, and have no objection to 
rcla-< the ob«cr>ance of any article of devout profession, 
avlicncxer it stands in the nay of rcjiosc or rupee** Inll and 
handsomclj made, with a loac of idleness and display which 
makes up in no slight degree the character of a model 
soldier, thej arc to outward appearance the beau ideal of a 
narrior race The rules of the service provide that only a 
Imutcd number of Bndimm**, out of the lliousand men com- 
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posing ttie regiment, slinU be cntcrtMncil , but ,U seUlotu 
bnppcns tliat lc»3 tlnn two tlimli nrc rcallj bonic on the 
iimstcr roll, their custom being to enrol 111010*01103 ns 
llnjpoots or Chettr) a«, >vli\cU thtj w\) ilo vrilU impunil), 
the Brahmin being pcmultcil to •like up nml Hyilonn liis 
caste nl plca«urc here thej oro really religious, thoir 
conscientious scniplcs inUrfcro \%ilb the jvcrfomiancc of liaU 
the ilutica arluch a eohlicr should iicrfonn , and nherc other- 
wise, their idleness and tn«olcnco make them even aiorac 
‘eervants of the state They mu»t b\c and incsa bj them 
eclics, no man of any inferior ca«fe being allowed to conic 
aiitlnn a certain distance of thtir cooking places lo»t the 
wind ehiuld etreep tlic tamt of I119 pollulion across (lie food 
intended to nouriah the elomachs of the twice born The 
BlcoQglh of duciplmo u matcrinllj impaired bj the reacrcncc 
which the chief native coraraissioncd ofbeer cnlcrlnms for 
the rawest recruit who may liappen to bo a member of tho 
pncstly class Tlic feeling m this rc«pecl is exactly analo- 
gous to that which most London tndesmen n onhl entertain 
witli regard to thcaonof a nobleman, whom pottrtj or eccen- 
tricity might compel to $cr>c behind the counter Wnlst 
regiments belonging to the other Presidencies will cheer- 
fully take spade and pickaxe, and work when occasion calls 
for their services, the Bengal Brihinin would rather submit 
to any inconvenience than contaminate lus liands with tho 
marks of lal our He is never more, but often le«s, than a 
figUtmg man, who Ins been pampered till, as was natural to 
an Asiatic under such circumstances, lie lapsed into rebel 
lion Happily, he has now abolished himself, and his family- 
traditions of paj and pension, enjoyed from father to eon 
for generations, are brought to a clo^c 

The nominal proportion of the various castes as bonic on 
the books of the 34th Begimcnt, K I , may be taken as a 
fair index to the composition of the whole Bengal army, it 
being idways understood of men entered ns Eajpoots and 
Chettryas, that numbers belong m reality to the superior 
cla®3 The roll on the occasion of the disbandment stood as 
follows — 
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Urnhtn s 33 j 

Chcttrjos , 237 

Lower C stc Umdoos 231 

ClrJ«l»ans 12 

^fussulinans 200 

SikLs 74 

Total loao 


Iho orders of Gp^emment provide for tlie enlistment of 
200 Siklis in every regiment, amllnd tlio instruction nlvv'iya 
been complied with, it might Jiave fared better with the 
army it large The Sil h is n born soldier, caring nothing 
whatever for caste, save m the inMancc of a veneration for 
the cow, and anvions above all things to uphold his reputa 
tion as a gemiioe fighter In the field he js a match for 
any two or more Hindoos, ami pndcs hun«clf upon his near 
resemblance to the European, who«c prowess be regards 
with dread and admiration Ho mcsocs with the rest of his 
comrades, cooks with them at a common fireplace, eats pork 
and drinks rum like an Anglo Saxon, and will handle witli 
equal relish the musl et and the pioneer’s axe but then lie 
13 independent, and lacks the cringing spirit which too many 
• of our countrymen are fond of He refuses to cut his beard, 
and does not lool seemly m the ranks amongst the neat, 
smooth shaved Brahmins, and so be has got to be disliked 
by adjutants and commanding officers, snubbed when offer- 
ing hitnoelf for service, and looked down upon if entertained, 
instead of being cared for and led to identify himself with 
the feelings and interests of the dominant race Tlien his 
sect 13 dying out in the Punjaub, and the spirit of the Khal«a 
no longer lives in the sons of the men who shook our power 
at rerozeshali and Moodl ce, and needed but the aid of 
honest men as leaders to come to death grips with us in 
the nee-fields of Bengal. TV^ith but one partial exception, 
they have stood true to us throughout the present troubles 
when embodied in “cparate corps, but have been too weak 
to withstand the umted influence of Enhroin and IMussuI 
man They despise the Hindoo and hate the oMussuInian, 
c 4 
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%Tlicrc\crljocnnolitrnn Crcawlwntcr T)io Inpd^omoliig^i' 
caste Bnlitnm lords it over Iiim as natunll) ns a incmbcr 
of tbo peerage domintvtca over a fsitcflicM radical, and he 
fiv enges hmv«c\f much after the YorVeliirc fasUioOi -vount- 

ing hi8 more useful gift* lie can walk further, rhoot 
elnughtcr, and fighl better, occording to o^Inilras tradition*, 
and TTO arc not sure that the boost is lU-foundctL *‘11 bo 
will follow a damned black fdlow?" was tlic exclamation of 
a Uttlc ^ladcao eepoy, as he dashed into tlic open m the fuco 
of a ■withcnng fire lUc implied *cn«e of degradation and 
consciousness of braver) vrero shareil in, pcrlnp, by tbc 
great majority of bis comradcB 

l^early alhirdof the Bombay army >8 made up of Poorbeah 
Brahmma from one to two hundred men in each regiment 
ore llu*3ulmans, and tho remainder is composed of low caste 
Hindoos with a sprmkhng of Jews Iho liigli caste Sepoys 
are of course as factiously di*po«cd os their brethren in 
Bengal, and il la more than pioWWc that, but for tho occur- 
rence of the war with Persia, which drew away eo large a 
portion of the western army, and their subsequent employ- 
ment in small detachments scattered over the whole of tl o 
Presidency, they would have followed m n great measure tho 
example of Bengal He would bo a bold man wlio would 
■vcntuTC to Tiak much that ho eared to lose on tho fidebt) at 
this moment of any portion of the Sepoy army 

Tor Sepoys, as well as for English soldiers, di«ciplinc must 
always have a certam force, and before habits of obedience 
however slight could be broken, and advantages dearly 
prized be put to hazard, a powerful influence must have 
long been at work The sense of individual wrong, the 
hope of individual gain, or a feeUng of sympathy for the 
victims of opprc*9ion, may in any part of Europe turn the 
soldier into a rebel , but we may put the latter motive wholly 
aside where the Bengal Sepoys are concerned The*e men 
ever hav e been, and will qontmuo to he, the willing tools of 
power, no mattei how it was acquired, or in what way it was 
exercised They have no regard for deposed Eaiahs, no 
pity for tortured ryots The word patnoti*m has no place 
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tif tlie hml \rUh tlirm; I intMC'l 

them, rc*)’cct<*J lliCJii, rtrt<! for llrm, ihrm rr'ith 

Vjntlnc*'^ ftwl conMxItTniion Blwayiii cvtleniM in ftU tliCJf 
wnnli', rcilrc**c«l ns fir ns hy in my jwwcr j'rierancf » j 
Rwl yet lUc«c mcti liare Wen liatclunp trcs»on npjin*! Oio 
Stntc for months — jwrhaps yew, Wlnlp commg io 
(vn<l in tUily interconrre with me, lliry lusp been treachcr- 
ou'ly ploltin" my tuul «il!i tlm foulest nutl 

WacVc't in;»mtitutle I ever hrwl r>r rcnil of, they ernt 
mo nwny with I'uch n fliowcr of hiillrt^ over my hea^ n-i I 
nCNcrhvl before except nt Chilhanwallaj nml not content 
with t\u«, they hnmt my houeo lo the Rrouml, nml lease me 
nml my fiinily bogrgnry.” 

tVe Imc not space to tlwcll MjK>n tbo interior economy of 
tbo Sepoy ranhs in llcngnl, bnt crowtU of instances in»}»l>i bo 
cited in proof of the laxity of tnihlnry mle which presailed 
mnon"st them i and, to ehow the little account that wm made 
latterly of commamhnp; officers, we need only cite the minute 
of I.<onl CanmnjT on the subject of the Pisidonal Order 
, i«sucd by Slajor General Ilcarrcy, on the fitb of April Ia«t, 
announcing the promotion to the ranb of havildar of Scj>oy 
Shaik riiuttoo, of the 31lli K. L, who, to uae tlio wonla of 
Government, “ gallantly defended liis officer against thcimir- 
dcTous attack of the mutineer Mungid Tandy.” Ilia lonl* 
ship goes on to remark, “It is not in tlic power of thcTvIajor- 
Gcncral commanding the dnision lo make this promotion, 
which can proceed only from tbo Government of India, nnd 
tliercfoic siiould not Ime appeared in n Divi-'ional Onlcr 
uithout the sanction of the Government.” The officer thus 
reprimanded has athainctl nil but the bigliest rank in the ser- 
vice, vvliieh ho entered before Lonl Conning u as bom ; nnd 
lus ofTcnco u as tint he bad elevated to llic rank of sergeant 
<?. WAW a.h/ovt esyr/srtt^i m tlin, that lie bod Idndcrcd 

individual murder, and pethaps ataycil for a season the 
nvuuny of n rc-imcnt \{o are also cognisant of a cn«c, 
wherein the commandant of an iircgular corns tried for a 

whole twelvemonth to get a man. who had savcvl his hfo in 
action, promoted to the tank of naick or corponl, and avas 



caAP uu* THE SYSTEM OP STVPi APP01^TME^T« 


29 


obliged to gi\,e up the attempt m the end Tlie officer in 
command of a corps cannot advance a Sepoy to the lowest 
grade of promotion, or sentence a non-commissioned officer 
to an houi’s drill He is only like the private, a portion of 
the military machme, and not its moti\ e power He cannot 
mark liis di likes or ‘show his sense of merit One man is 
made the same to Inm as another, and it is scarcely to be 
n ondered at that m the day of trial he was found to have 
inspired but little re®pecl, and to have no influence The 
Asiatic never rates a man as above the rank accorded to him 
by their common superior* 

Of the officers of the Indian army in all the Presidencies 
a full moiet) arc absent from their regiments There is one 
Bengal corps without a single captain, and six that ha\c hut 
one each The battalion of artillery commanded by tlie late 
Sir Henry Lawrence only muMers three officcro for dutj, 
tno of nhom arc lieutenants Tno hundred and forty-one 
officers at the head of the Bengal list a^ erage fortj years’ 
service each , two hundred and forty-two at the bottom count 
but nineteen months and have been ^^lth their regiments less 
than a year each Of the ab’cntccs two hundred and twelve 
arc in civil or political employ 

It 13 a dcfcctne ajstcni which leaves on average of only 
twelve officers pre ent with their regiments out of a 
nominal complement of twenty-six, and which makes the 
corps a penal scttlenient , but »t is not without its advantages, 
and has certainly had no share m causing the mutinies. 
There are ver} few men who di«jdij at an early age the 
nhilit) that IS found to be so valuable in the Past, and 
licncc it 13 of much importance to haae n wide field from 
winch to select the men that arc required for the a-anous 
posts nnsuitcd to the habits or the expectations of the civil 
sen ICC A military or medical man i3 only too hajpy if, 
at tl c cn I of ten years* service, be can draw 800 nipces 
inontlili, when the ciiihan will decline an appointment 
below 1500 or 2000 L\cn office in Pegu h admmis- 
tcrcl bj inilitarj men, aid tlicir Ian is not much wor-c 
linn that of the ordinary judicial department If sitting 
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on tUc hcncli were like Bitting in the saddle, ^ anti the ad- 
ministration of justice wero a kind of fighting, should 
perliaps heat of the distinction between regular and irre- 
gular judges, the real difFcrencc being a matter of uniform 
So far as the junior otRccra arc concerned, wo can recognise 
no benefit to discipline from their performance of regi- 
racntal duties They can alter nothing and influence 
nothing They dare not enter a Sepoy’s hut or even walk 
down the lines at his feeding time IVhat little authority 
was permitted hy army head quarters the commanding 
officer naturally engrossed, and the subaltern found himself 
in all respects a a cntablo cipher And beyond the range 
of regimental duty, what sympathy could there possibly be 
between bim&elf and the native soldier, whether Sepoy or 
Bubadar? The latter had Ti»cn from the ranks, aud, if a 
Brahmin, was m five eases out of etx unable to read hts own 
sacred books A quarter of a century back a state of things 
aomewhat different prevailed There might hive been seen at 
that time, in the officers’ quarters, a native female occupying 
the position of mistress of the household , the future Clive 
sitting on the floor in the loosest of garments, eating pillan 
. with his fingers , Sepoys coming to and fro with gifts of 
sweetmeats to their little nephews and nieces, or beating 
uuzzms aud petitions to the Bebee sabib ” for pardon or 
promotion Under such circumstances tjiere could have 
been no conspiracy hatched of which the European would 
be ignorant He had identified himself with native in- 
terests, albeit of the baser sort, and was a brother m feeling, 
if not m features But should we sigh for a return of the 
days, which a few old Indians etill mourn? Should we 
exchange the task of laiBing the Hindoo to the European, 
for the easier one of lowering ourselves to the Asiatic level? 
Happily, the growth of Christian feeling has left no alter- 
native m the roattcr The officer uniat continue to comport 
himself as a gentleman, even at the cost of allowing the Sepoy 
to forget that he is a soldier 

Wo Irao a chango to piopobo tsiti icgard to tie pioscnt 
mode of olficcrmg the oimy wid mahmg etaff appomtmente. 
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blit must for^the present pas^on to the consideration of the 
greased cartridge question CJn spite of all that has hap- 
pened of late years to mate a state of di^safFection chronic on 
the part of the Bengal Sepoys, in spite of the general en- 
listment order and the annexation of Oude, we are firmly 
of opinion that the rebellion would never have occurred, but 
for the introduction of a grievance which united all classes 
in. a bond of deadly and needful enmity towards u*" There 
was but one subj ect which concerned all ranks and embraced 
all mtere'ts, and the men to whom the destinies of Bidia 
were intrusted made the wor«t of it It is scarcely credible 
that the Directors of the East India Company should liave 
dohberatcly sanctioned a measure which was as certam to 
cause rebellion as the i«suc of a decree of extermination A 
child playing with gunpowder is a sight of terror only , but 
here were the rulers of a mighty empire carefully carrying 
the torch to the magazine with no purpose of causing 
explosion j 

The Enfield nfle was not introduced into tlie Indian army 
until a recent period, but in November 1853, we are told 
by Colonel Dirch, the present Military Secretary to the 
Indian Government, that the Court of Directors sent out to 
India, at the request of the Board of Ordnance, a supply of 
grca«ed cartridges, which tlicy detired to submit to the te^t 
of climate ^'The cartridges aveic greased in England in 
four way«, ii ith commoa grease, laboratory grea®e, Belgian 
grease, and HotTmau’s grease, and in each there was a 
mixturo of creosote and tobacco” Thecartndges placed m 
waggons, in magazines, and the soldiers’ pouclies, were 
under trial m Cawnporc, Bangoon, and Calcutta, until 
.Tunc 1854, when, it is stated, they u ere sent back to Eng- 
land, and reported upon The Adjutant-General, Colonel 
Tucker, addressed the Mibtary Secretary on the subject, 
pointing out the mischief that would ensue if the Sepoys 
took It into their heads that they would liaic to Imndlo 
sub'tanccs the touch of whicli was defilement , hut no heed 
was given lo liis representation** It was nobody’s official 
hii8iae<=s to tAc notice of each, matter* TVh.cn the wind 
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mSttr,r'' by tlio Indian Goiern- 

Te mL '™"«bon«.lhm..8.onao nflbrts, tint 

n ct lni'T J'-ndoos oonid Inrdly 

suspect tliem of even n leaning ton nrils Clinstmnitv Pictv 

r:n"oT.n^l^'‘ “f SZo^^.Z 

Ima ‘'“'‘'cats an .„cana,.,c„t body of rulers, but it 

re’“ t ’an, ‘7 " >’“''1.-1 4t.,o of last 
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made use of in Eurfin*°i^*°i*^ the Sepoya could be 

tl>c previous n^n TT^ latter ic^ult involving of course 
tie outbrcal at ciUton™!!.™ Persian War md 

that Sejioy ani indiTn^^^M PJ’evadmg impre'ision 
must starve or eat forbiddelT localities where they 
furnished vitli tins powerful Government being 

subtle Asiatic intellect disco before the 

•acral, nnd to ca.ry it „„r2 eve^ L,‘ V 'f ‘'"=«y 
Mussulmans. Lrcry man must bilu it befoic‘’k°jI^ 
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once his lipa linJ touched the piper, his honour was gone for 
ever, and he was the bond slave of Government, degraded in 
this life and ruined m the next The ignorant masses ere 
frantic with rage and fear, and there were not i\antnig 
men willing and ahle to turn their tnadne«s to the account of 
n orthless princes These latter took counsel together, and 
summing up the chances of mutiny, found the Bengal Sepoy 
m«ter of the situation 

^t 13 more than prohahle tint under a comminder-in chief 
who knew his duty and took care to perform it, the signs of 
discontent would have been confined to a small area. Tlie 
Sepoys would have allowed tbe'explanations of Gov emment 
their due weight, and in time have owned the folly of their 
suspicions , but matters of late had come to such a pass, that 
it was the fact of mutiny, and not the pretext font, that 
they cared about They had become so insubordinate that 
outbreak was inevitable, only what would bare beenashght 
imeute under Sir Charles Napier’s reffimf, -io be repressed on 
the spot with merciless vigour, became under Sir George 
Anson a nuhtary rebellion of such dimensions ns to threaten 
the safety of our Eastern empire / 

Naturalists have a story of a horse who once overcame a 
lion in single combat, and ever afterwards was unfamcabic. 
Luckily for equestrians the fact is unknown to hor’cs m 
general, but otherwise wc might hear of a great many suc- 
cessful mutinies on the part of those useful quadruped 
"VTlicn the 38th Regiment refused to embark for Burmali, 
and e®cnpcd without punishment, the horaC overcame the 
hon, and the Ic««on has not been forgotten Government in 
that case committed the fatal error of omitting to enforce 
obedience to its mandate^, on the ground that the orticr 
ought not to have been i«3ucd The Sepo) , allou od tochoo«c 
for him*clf as to what portion of tlie commands of his supe- 
rior elmll be obeyed, is naturally led one day to take a step 
in advance and refuse to own any mastership wliatcvcr A 
Government can commit no breach of f ulh to its soldiers eo 
mi*cl«e\ous as that which it commits to the public when it 
allows a command to be disreganlcd Had the onler to the 
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38th to go to Burmah never been issued, or never disobeyed, 
it 13 not likely that at tlua moment their Uvea would be for- 


feited to justice 

A narrative of the introduction of the greased cartridges 
would occupy too much apace m thcac pages They were 
greased with a composition made of five parts tallow and five 
parts wax and ateanne, and were aent out la^t year with the 
Enfield rifles by the Court of Directors It is believed that 
none of them got into the hands of the Sepoys at the various 
schools of instruction , but it happened that the cartridges 
prepared in India for the new rifle were made of paper 
greased also at the ends, i&d having a shiny nppearancCi 
which was supposed to he produced by the use of grease in 
its composition, and, to quote the words of the Inspector- 
G-cneral of Ordnance, **no extraordinary care appears to 
have been taken to ensure the ahoence of any objectionable 
fat’ "Whetber the rumour was invented forpohtical objects, 
or was merely one of the thousand bazaar reports that owe 
tlieir origin to the mere love of lying, it is impossible to say , 
but it got abroad that it was by the aid of the now car- 
tridge that the Govemment designed to make Christians of 
the native array The news spread like wildfire over the 
face of the land On the 23rd of January the first report 
on the subject was made to Government, and in httle more 
than a month afterwards the I9th Regiment ha^ mutinied, 
and the Bengal army was converted into a rabble 


Detach credibility from a he m England, and, however 
huge Its proportions, it is as harmless as a snake deprived 
of its fangs But m India, if you draw the teeth, the virus 
often remains, and is active and venomous as ever The 
Asiatic considers words as mere breath If a thin" is 
worth Imving, it is worth lying for If deceit is the onlv 
coinage in which your biddings will he taken or if it 
tw Reaper currency, why nrakc your pajm^nta rn it 
hy aft ‘means, and swear if need Bp +n 
of fl.o „c,nl Grrcn n dewr^ “n ftc Ll „f®,TT Tl 
government to destroy caste, and it / the English 

would set about the wav to r , that they 

of the FcrindiPP fr. ^ gratify it It was the habit 
lcr,„gl,oc ,0 comp™ Iw. 
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raetKod being most facile to bim; but if the “Zubberdustee” 
mode was either impossible or impolitic, surely he would not 
hesitate to employ fraud rather than let the design fail? 
The Goverumeut would of course repudiate any such inten- 
tion, else how could they carry out the scheme? The more 
they were distrusted, the more anxious they would naturally 
be to do away with unfavourable impressions. 'They would 
mahe speeches, get books written, despatch circulars and 
proclamations, and try by every artifice to lull the nation 
into a sense of security. It was only by such a line of pro- 
ceeding that the great object could be gained, and the 
English were not accustomed to fail. (21 lU the protestations 
and assurances, then, of the Governor-General and his chief 
ofiicers concerning Uic cartridges went for nothing. The 
question presented for Asiatic consideration was simply as 
follows: "Was there a plot to make all the Sepoys break 
c.iste unconsciously? and tbo query being answered in th5 
aitirmativc, the disclaimers were not worth a moment^ notice.^ 
TIic thou«and men sent adrift at Barrackporc, had at least 
on an average live per^ns dcj>cndcnt upon each of ihcm for 
llio meins of existence, did they think of them- 

Bcbcs, and u hat was thought of them by their relatives? 
IVcrc they fools or mart) rs? had they flung away their birth- 
right, receiving no mess of pottage? or were they the 
chitnpion* of the gods on whose Ride the deities might be 
expected to fight in tho day of battle? The answer is 
coAily dmnetl. Tlicy called thcm«clvc3 the victims of prin- 
ciple, and spread everywhere Uic storj* of their sufierings 
for con«cIcncc’ fake, Tlicirwivcs and fithcrs in tlio villagcj 
of Oude were content to forego tlicir share of pay and 
pension, when the Sepoy had been ohligcil to choo«c 1)C- 
tween rebellion and ni*o«tacy. The (lubvndcd men told 
liow oitn, in whicli bone dust was mixed, had been fcrvcd 
out by Goicrnmcnt as rations, and how magistrate*, under 
llircat* of the Ivah and gibbet, bad compelled prisoner* 
in many of the jail* to cat pork and cow’s flc«h. In fcvcral 
flvtions otta was rcfu*e<l bj the troop*, and they encouraged 
each other to stand firm if Government, as was intended, 


» 3 
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sTio-ald persist in the attack upon their religion Eicry- 
•wliero the fnel was gathered mto heaps, and the torch "was 
at hand to light up the conflagration 

And if the mutiny of the 19 th was defended as a religions 
act, it was equally clear that, as a military offence, the 
Government held it m. such light estimation that honest 
Hindoos ne *d not care for the consequences of revolt They 
might hold what erroneous opinions they pleased with regard 
to the designs of superior authority , but they knew as well 
as the more enlightened Englishman that the crime of re- 
fusing to hite a cartridge was as great as that of a disobe- 
dience of orders to etomi a fortress The course of the 
Government was as cleat oa theic own The issue to be 
decided was one of life or death, and it had gone against 
the Sepoy Government had won the game and demanded 
the 6 tahe« A slight incident will show wliat the losers 
must ha\c thought of tUo wisdom of their antagonists 

Tidings of the Bechamporc outbreaV and its con«equcnces 
had travelled all over India in the month of April, and 
reached amongst other places a remote comer of Oudo, 
where two outlying companies of irregular infantry were 
stationed, under the command of a young ami popuhr 
officer It was his duty to read out the general order of 
disbandment to the men of Uis detachment, but when ho 


came to the pas-agc wKero the sentence was promulgated, 
llic) burst out mto a universal shout of « ^Vnh, wah, is that 
all’ Wiy it wc 1 ad mutmicd in l!ic NnwaVa eoriioe, wo 
ulionU haYo been Woisn from gnn>, or Ind our lic-ida cut off 
and stua 1111 oicr (lie cilj ” I„ ,1,„ cToii.ns tlio aubnlir 
O'lmc to tlic (jimtcrs of tlic comimnding ofTicer and raid, 
“U It rcollj truo, foliib, tlmt tlic IDlIi have been raid up 
and .eiit nwny wilboot imiii.lmicnl ’ " Tlio rcnly was of 
cn..r.o mtle .nituiatiie ouwbict. I,o rco mid feie, 
ut nut before uMurinj; ibo l.enicnnnt tbal tbc rcault iioni 
I e dijoslrons to tlic liritisli rule riio louno „rr i 
Mnicfunler talk null liH jubonlinale nn.l I r 
I eill 0 rat down „nl ii mto a tar‘r tTb.rr d "' 
in iihiel, be preibetod that w.tbm „„'n";,“fto"m "I.at 
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date there .would bo mutiny from Calcutta to Peslnu nr 
All tint be had to guide him in coming to such a conclusion 
was an appreciation of native character, a 1 nowledgc of 
general diaalTection throughout the army, and the example 
of an act of deplorable weakness on the part of the ex- 
ecutive in dealing with the iir«t experiment of revolt. Pity 
that the subaltern in Oude and the councillors m Govern- 
ment bon e had not previously changed places 

Neglect and incapacity have produced their unwholesome 
fruit m every portion of our Indian empire, but in no 
quarter was tlie example of supincncss more glaring than in 
that of the newly acquired province of Oude The quarrel 
betiYcen the depo-^ed monarch and the East India Company, 
partakes of the nature of all other strife, neithei side is 
wholly right orwliolly wrong, but it requires more study of 
the subject than politicians generally care to give to such cases 
to enable a member of the Queen’s Government or of Parlia- 
ment to find out how the scale of justice incline* If a man 
cares for the strict interpretation of treaties, for the separa- 
tion of motiies pecuniary and patriotic, if he looks upon a 
solemn agreement to uphold a throne ns on undertaking to 
be carried out at any time, avithout reference to the happiness 
of subject masses, he is bound to pronounce against the de 
thronement of the 1 ing of Oude And if the rigid moralist 
v.onld haae paused before deposing him on the sole ground 
that he governed liis people unwisely, the statesman would 
have hesitated for politic reOvons It is well known that 
the profession of arms is subject to the same unchangmg 
rules that govern all other ] inds of employment in India, 
wherever circumstances do not interfere with its operation 
In addition to the 40,000 men witli which the province 
furnished onr army, the king’s forces, at the tune the 
country was annexed, amounted to 60,000, and the troopo 
employed by the nobility ond zemindars were quite as 
numcrou*. To these men the mu«ket and bayonet were 
heir looms, the service was their natural inheritance Tliey 
counted them«elvcs the aristocracy of the land, the actual 
lords of the sod The conntry was in a chronic state of 
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warfare, the taxgatlicrcr was always a Sepoy, the landlord a 
feudal chieftain, who paid taxes only when forced to do so 
hy the employment of superior physical force, and the 
peasant was a\wayB a patiissm and slawD The country had 
hcen for generations the paradise of adventurers, the Al- 
satia of India, the nursing place end sanctuary of scoun- 
dicli«m, such as is without a parallel on earth TiYlien the 
fiat of Lord Dalhousie went forth, there were left, standing 
in the country 240 forts, mounting 430 guns, and having 
8000 gunners to work them We took into onr service 
about 12,000 of the regular forces and 500 artillery men, 
and the rest, with arms in, their hands, were sent adnft to 
seek their fortune Surveyors were sent throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, new laws were introduced, 
and a now scale of taxation laid down, and then, having 
sold off the horses and elephants, dismissed the dancing 
girls, and put all the king’s foppery up to public auction, 
we left part of a solitary l^ntopean regiinent and two com- 
panies of artUlery to keep a country so tenanted m good 
order It was supposed that British rule would yield an in- 
stantaneous crop of blessings, which all men could behold, 
and which they were eutc to be thankful for 

And if the happiness of the masses was the object alone 
to be secured, such a belief would not have been without 
foundation Men who have traversed Oude from one end 
to the other since the Comp-my’s Eaj has been estabhahed. 


and whose testimony may be relied on, agree m stating that 
everywhere the peasants were delighted with the change , 
and they had a right to express such opinions, for under the 
native dynasty their lot was one of unmitigated wretched- 
ne3'» The exact measure of profit sufficient to enable them 
to carry on cultivation had long been ascertained by the 
Zcmindara The sum total of their worldly wealth was 
known to ..aloe of n pice, and beyond tyhat was need- 
ful to enable them to bll the «,d „nd keep body end soul 

slotcot^cd .telohednc, thoylmd noyc/wdTw^^ 
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and stood dailj face to face ^nth starTition The mnn -uho 
po«5e^ed the smallest superflaity looked upon his neighbours 
as being m con<5e<iuence his natural enemies 

"When the Company’s Sepoy came home on furlough, he 
shut up his hou«e at night, unwound from the folds of his 
cloth the omamen+s of «ilver or gold which he had managed 
to purcha'e during his absence, and placing them on his 
infe contemplated his treasures with stealthy rapture , but 
be took care that the "ight should never be witne=«ed by 
others, and on the morning of his departure, the valuables 
were hidden m. the ground, to be brought forth again only on 
the occasion of his next visit An example of the style m 
which revenue was wont to be collected m Oude is to be 
found in the following narrati\e fumi'^hed to the pre ent 
writer by a native corre‘«pondent of the Delhi Grazette in 
1850 The comments that follow appeared at the «arae time, 
and are worth rcprmting as a sample of opinions entertained 
by an English editor on the subject of Oude, long before 
Lord Dalhousio contemplated annexation — 

« * The collection of the revenue of the districts ofDaowray- 
rah and of Ee«anuggcr, situated in the nortbem portion of 
Oude, was, from the commencement of the present Fuoli year, 
made over by the Is ozim of the Khyrabad Dlaka (m which are 
to be found both the districts abovementioned) to the care of 
Lieutenant P^Orr The Rajah of Ee&anugger liad, for 
some time past, shown him ?lf most reluctant to pay the 
portion of revenue due by liim to the Oude government. 
After many unsuccc'«ful expostulations on the subject. Lieu 
tenant P Orr determined on having a final interview witli 
the Rajah before requesting the ^azim to have recourse to 
more stnugent measures , and with this intention he met the 
Rajah in a kutcherry but, situated in a mango tope, do e 
'onitT \ias\3Utrs xjf fort TVie Piayiia 

was accompamed by his brother in law, his dewan, his vakeel, 
&C., and e«cortod by about two hundred armed follower^ 
I icutcnant Orr had with him hut a few men of his own 
corps, n M-s let Light Infantr} Battalion In the di<»cu«- 
8ion which cn'ucd, the Rajah s vakeel made u«e of mo«t in'O- 
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lent language, and was requested by liieutenant Prrto leave 
the kxitcherry , he did bo, and shortly afterwards the Raja 
himself xvished to withdraw without coming to any fioa 
settlement as regarding the payment of money due Lieu- 
tenant Orr again urged on him the necessity of fulfiUiog his 
engagement, but the Rajah seemed bent on leaving the kut- 
cherry, and Jiad, m fact, risen from liis chair, when Lieutenant 
Orr seized him hy the arm with the intention of detaining 
him, until he should come to terms The Rajah's brother-in- 
law and dewan now drew their swords, and the latter struck 
Lieutenant Orr, inflicting n severe woundonthenght shoulder 
Seeing the hostile aspect atfairs had taken. Lieutenant 
Orr felt his only chance of life was to cling to the Rajah, 
whose folloMcrs, apprehensive of wounding their master, 
feared to strike home A fearful struggle now ensued, the 
Rajali’a brother-m law inflicting a second wound of about 
soon inches on tlic right thigh Lieutenant Orr’e jemadar, 
Rajonath Singh, and a havildar. Ram Smgb, took port in the 
affray and behaved extremely well, the former with one 
blow of his sword struck off the bead of the Rajah's brother- 
in-law, and the havildar, seizing a formidable tulwar, made 
right good use of it, cutting down the dew an and two others. 
Lieutenant Orr, though covered with wounds, still letaincd hia 
hold on the Rajah, until, receiving a violent sword cut on tlic 


head, bo fell Stunned Tlic Rajah immediately ro'C, and, 
himself uounded (by whom it is not known), was carried off 
by hi3 followers to liis fort Lieutenant Orr shortly aftcr- 
wanls regaining his senses and tliinking the scoundrels 
u ouUl return after seeing the Rajah safe in bis fort, rose and 
reeled a few yards out of the I uteherry, ordering hia sonant 
to place him on a 1 ed nod carry 1 iin off as speedily as 
lo^illc Most fortunately did he thus act, for no sooner 
U1 he nUmWl the pKco than the guns from the fort 
Imtions orcJicdmit, and grnpo was fitcd at tlio kutcherry 
1 y tl,„ two or Lieutenant Orr a men fell T„ die cm™ 
isucccfHleil round shot. ScarccK hn.l l..- r , 

their ©nicer on the bed and coramenro t il placed 

elrong mm- of fellow. f ' """ “ 

O Ea » I lellow. „mod will, rmiclilocks, ,.,„ed from 
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the fort, and, commenced following up Lieutenant On’s small 
party Still that officer preserved liis presence of mind, 
though faint and aick from the great loss of blood, and suffering 
fearfully from the jolting of the bed and the great heat of the 
sun (it -was now about 10 o’clock am) When hard pressed 
by the villains, he ordered his small party to stand and retuin 
the fire He thus gained a little time, which his sen ants 
took adr'antage of by hurrjmg on with their burden as 
speedily as possible Several times was this manoeuvre had 
recourse to, and for three mortal hours did this retreat last, 
the enemy following up, and all the \illagcrs on the road 
presenting too hostile an appearance to allow of any hope of 
refuge Once, indeed, so close was the poor fellow pursued, 
that, fearing he had no chance of life otherwise than bj 
mounting his hor«e, he, with supernatural strength, left the 
^charpoy and actually rode a short distance, but again 
staggering m his seat, lie was obliged to abandon lus horse, 
and submit again to be placed On the charpoy Fortunatelj, 
one of the villains had during tlus momentary lialt fallen, 
struck dead by a ball from one of the muskets of Orr s escort, 
and this event cau«cd them to pau«o and thus allow our 
hara«<cd part) to gam ground At list Orr, with wonderful 
pre«cacc of mind, steering lus course through the fields, 
avoiding all villages, gamed the viHagc of Ivuttowlce, belong- 
ing to tlieEajah of Mulhhporc, and here a community of Goo- 
sliatn fociucers received him, and to the number of about 300 
(others from the adjacent villages having joined) turned out, 
and gallantly opposed the Ecsamigger men, who, not danng 
to attack them on the temtory of n rnal rajah, at last 
retraced tlicir steps The Gooahatns now turned their 
attention to the wounded officer, who^o state then may he 
more casilj imagined than dc'crihcd — ecicn lery severe, and 
three slight wounds I Thej imincdiatclj relieved the burning 
thirst under which he was suffering, and sewed up Ins 
wounds applying their own remedies — none the wor«c for 
being 60 einiplc! Two whole dajs and nights did they 
attend on Jiim with the greatest care and eolicitiidc and on 
the thml daj the native regimental doctor reached from the 
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hcid-quartcrs of the corps and co-opcrated them 
Xiicutcnant Orr i 3 etill at Kutlowlec, being in too weal a 
state for removal to belter quartcra IIis health and wounds, 
I am happy to say, are improving, nnd soon, I trust, he wiU 
be able, if not to xesuTne bis duties, at least to be entered on 
the convalescent list. 

^ Such, sir, 13 a succinct account of this most sad affair 
Lieutenant Orr’fl escape has been a miraculous one, — one 
m which ue cannot hut recognise tlic liand of a hind and 
overruling Providencel 1 may add, tbe brave jemadar 
was severely wounded on the left shoulder, and also a email 
fragment of hia skull shattered , but I am glad to say he 
13 recovering fast The Riyah has abandoned his fort 
and district, the former is occupied by men of Captain 
Barlow’s corps, to which belongs Lieutenant Orr 

“ ‘ It IS useless making any coraments on the vilo and 
treacherous conduct of the Bajah s people It is one of the 
many «ad episodes in the daily history of this most unfor- 
tunate country 1 ^ 

•• Thus far our correspondent , but much as we sympathise 
with Lieutenant Orr and his gallant Sepoys, whose valour 
18 BO graphically detailed m the above narrative, we cannot 
hope for better results from the degrading part which 
English officers are found willing to perform in the ter- 


ritories of this king oC fiddlers and females of the household 
They are compelled to assist in hts quarrels, no matter 
whether the service expected be the enforcement of on unjust 
claim or the destruction of a band of thieves They arc 
bound to work with the worst of tools, often for the accom- 
plialiment of the worst of ends The ancient process of 
levying tithe m Ireland was safe and pleasant as compared 
with the mode of collecting rent m Oude If Euronean 
officers arc to execute the work of the ^ ^ 

allow them to do the business after their own fashTon'^lnd 

=; 

was sent to gather in t!\n rent of 1 ^ Compan, s officer 

he clemandcd » certam sum fmj, ’“"■'“‘y 

snm from a zemindnr, who was 
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nlways accustomed to stand a siege before be paid hi3 tax 
The agent selected, however, on this occasion, was a man m 
the habit of achieving his objects by the speediest methods, 
and he assured the debtor, that if he injured one of his men, 
he would carry his fort by escalade, and put eveiy living 
soul to the sword The zemindar laughed at his com- 
munication, and forthwith knoched over two or three sepoys 
by a well directed fire But he had not so well calculated 
lus means of defence as his range of practice In a very 
short time, the place was surrounded, and the threat fulfilled 
to the letter The vengeance was worthy of Cromwell, 
hut it was perhaps an act of mercy, for the distnct in which 
it was inflicted was converted into the quietest and most 
productive portion of the royal territory W'e do not ad 
Tocate such tcrnble measures of repre«sion now-a-days, 
for we grudge every rupee that is gathered for the sup- 
port of a government ubich is a corse to mdlions and an 
ndiantage to none but the basest of mankind "UTiat ue 
contend for is, that our countrymen should either govern 
Oude or abandon its rulers to their fate As it is, we are 
powcrle«3 for good, and unwiUmg accomplices in evil 'We 
do infinite and perpetual wrong, becau«c some of our nation 
in times past made treaties which it is immoral to observe 
When the doctrine which prevails m Europe, that the 
good of the people is the first, and, indeed, the only end of 
govemraent, shall be applied to the worn-out dj nasties of 
lIindo«tan, wc may expect to sec Oude and its king leccivo 
the justice to which they arc entitled at the hands of the 
Bnti^h authentic® ” 

IVlien Oude is re-conquered, which will bo accomplidicd 
with much more difficulty than is counted upon, we may rely 
upon it that no trouble will be found in reducing tlie ryots 
to order Wc may hear occasionally in the interim of 
plundering on tbcir part, since a state of warfare is the 
normal condition of tlic country, and the men who haic 
hitherto bad nothing to do with rupees but hand them oacr 
to a landlord and to fight m his quarrel from January to 
December, arc scarcely likely to forego llic tempting oppor- 
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tunity of ilolng a little buBincss for tlicmaclvca. But when 
BoUVvCT and cultivator have been alike disarmed, and security 
is once more eatablialicd, tlic ryot will not hesitate to preftr 
the safety of life, the chance of acquiring property, and the 
certainty of obtaining more justice than he could hope for 
at the hands of the rulers of his own race. "Wo know that, 
in some districts at least, the a‘»sc«8mcnt has been lowered 
to one-fourth the amount exacted under the king’s rule, and 
it is most likely tint the reduction has been unUersal. The 
progress of events has made it impossible that the dynasty 
of \Y’ajld Ally should ever be restored ; and, were it other- 
wise, we should earnestly deprecate such a result, for the 
sake of the toiling millions. 
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** It be bird,” be wrote, ** most diflicult, to cradjc-itc tins 
impro'Sion from the mmda of tbc native soldiers, wbo nre 
always su^picioud) dt’po^cd when any change of t!ui sort 
nflecting thcm«cUcs is introduced ” As a remedy for the 
misunderstanding, General Ilcaraey i)ro|K>«cd tint nuthont) 
should be given for obtaining from the bazaar whatever 
ingredients were nccc* arj for the jircparition of the bullet 
patch, which the Sc|) 0}8 thcm*chcs should be allowed to 
mahe up 

Tlie Deputy Adjutanl-Gcncral took three days to con 
over the nfTair, and then sent the correspondence to the 
Jlilitary Secretary, who answered, on the 27th January, that 
the Governor-General in council had adopted General 
ircar«cj a suggestion, which might be earned out ns well 
at Dmballali and Sealkote, if the men wished it. The 
Inspector General of Ordnance was applied to for informa- 
tion ns to what the composition u*^ m the ar*ciial for 
greasing the cartridges of the rifle mu«hcts con*i8ted of, 
" whetlier mutton fat was or is u«cd, and if there arc an> 
means adopted for ensuring the fat of sheep and goats only 
being used , also, whether it is possible tliat the fat of but 
locks and pigs inaj have been employed m preparing the 
nnunumtion for the new nfled mu«kcl3 which has been re 
cenlly made up in the arsenal " The reply was, that llic 
grease u«ed was a mixture of tallow and beeswax, in ac- 
cordance with the instructions of the Court of Directors! , 
that the tallow was supplied by a contractor , but tliat *' no 
extraordinary precaution appears to have been taken to 
ensure the absence of any objectionable fat.” The first am- 
munition made m the arsenal was intended for the 60th 
Bifles, and it wm probable that some of this was issued to 
the depot at Dum-Dum The Inspector General regretted 
that, “ammunition was not prepared evpresaly for the 
practice depot, without any grease at all,’ but the subject 
did not occur to him ” He recommended tliat the Home 
Government should be requested not to send out any more 
made ammunition for the Dnfidd nfles. 

On the 28th January, General Heirecy again addressed the 
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Go\ eminent on tlie subject of the greased cartridges 
belies cd that memberaof the orthodox Bnbmmical part) hi 
firiit spread the report that the Sepoja were to l^c forced 
ensbrtvee the Christian faith, and that on this report iros 
grafted, as an osert act to ca««e them to lose caste, tlic dis 
tributmg amongst them ball cartridges for the new Enfich 
rifle, that bad the paper forming them greased with the fat 
of cows and pigs The general connected the rumours m 
question ivitli the nightly acts of inccndiari-'m that hai 
begun to tal e place in various quarters He thought 
object of the fires was to obtain the support of a party o 
the Ignorant classes in the rani s of the army Parades hit 
been held of the four regiments at Barrackporc, and their 
commanthngofficcra had dcchrc<l their men to ho perfectly 
satisfied * Colonel TVliceler, of the 34tb, was told by b** 
natno officers and men that they were satisfied, but oncnafiiC 
officer rc«pcctfully asked if any orders had been received 
rcpecting the new Enfield cartridges Ten days ofterwanb 
General Ilcarscy, in forwarding tho proceedings of a court 
of inquiry assembled to ascertain the ‘'cause of their con 
tmued objections to the paper of which the new ride car 
tndges were compo ed, ’ nrotc as follon s — “A poru«al of 
the several statements and opinions recorded in these pro 
cccdings clearly establishes, in my judgment, that a most 
unreasonable and unfounded suspicion has unfortunately 
taken possession of the niinds of all the native officers and 
Sepoys at this station, that grease or fat is used in the com- 
position of this cartridge paper, and tins foolish idea is now 
so rooted in them, that it would, I am of opinion be both 
idle and unwise e>en to attempt its removal I would ac- 
cordingly beg leave to recommeod for the consideration of 
Government the expedicn*^ (if practicable) of ordering this 
rifle ammuait on to be made up of the same description of 
paper which has been hitherto employed in the magazines 
for the preparation of the common musket cartridge b% 
winch means tli s groundless suspicion imd^ljeetjQj^ ’ H 
be at once disposed of 

On the same day that General Ilearsey slated Ins 
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tion that thc^idea of forcible conversion was so rooted in the 
mmds of the native soldiers, that it would be “ both idle and 
unwise even toaitemptits removal,” the Government addrcs«cd 
the Court of Directors in a despatch wherein it was stated 
that “the men were appea^^ed on bemg assured that the 
matter would be duly represented , * and again, that they 
appear to be perfectly satisBed that there existed no inten- 
tion of interfering with their caste” On the 8th April the 
Court of Directors were “ gratiBed to learn that tlie matter 
has been fully explained to the men at Barrachpore and 
Dam Dmn, and that they appear perfectly sati fied that 
there eAsted no intention of interfenng with their caste , ” 
and on the same day the Government of India addre« ed the 
Court of Directors detaihog the mutiny and disbandment 
of the 19th regunent, who Ind refused to take the car- 
tridges “ in consequence of the reports in circulation that 
the paper of which they were made was greased with the fat 
of cows and pigs ” 

General Hear^ey wrote to Govermnent on the 11th of 
Tebrnary that they had been dwelling at Barrackpore “ on 
a mine ready for explosion.’ His belief was based on a 
senes of fact*, which were duly set forth in Ins statement 
The taunt of the classic already alluded to had sunk deeply 
into the minds of the Sepoys Fires bad taken place at 
Baneegungc and Barracfcporc, the combustibles u ed being 
Santal arrows, which fixed suspicion on the 2nd Grenadiers, 
who had recentlybeen stationed in that district A Sepoy of 
good character had reported to his officer that there was to 
be a meeting of the men belonging to all the regiments a 
night or two back, in continuation of a previous one, at which 
the Sepoys were to di'cu^s the measures proper to be taken 
to prevent Government from destroying their rehgion On 
the 10th February a native lieutenant deposed before n 
F uropean court of inquiry, that on the night of the 5th 
instant Sepoys had come to him and made him go with them 
to the parade ground, where he saw a great crowd of men 
as cmbled, with their heads tied up in cloths so as to ex- 
pose onlj a portion of the fiee They asked him to join in 
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UIl' - 111 %/° place next night, ivhen they, proposed to 
thevlilpl^ Ri’opeana, plunder the station, and go where 

ments paraded „„ ,Lo 9th Febnmry, and impressed upon 
them the absurdity of tbeir conduct. Ho pointed out to 
rffeurTr' r e«at danger in having a brigade 

mlive „re?’ ™r" l>™!n=ss the 

Bdv^s aLof and ' ”.°v“‘= *07 ‘>0 « to hold them- 

na not aotiVely T” '“’’f’'’ 

such occasions nr. i ‘11 ‘ always occurred on 

reignty in Indn ^ the end of our eoTC- 

evpccted to awkc eome’toe'ml" O'*?. ' tl't* ’’O 

had been lost to the "nrifriisi, — 
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mul tlio regiment continued to perform its duties 03 
itU ordinary rcgidontj 

“Wlien the bchoMonr of the 19th ^rns mndc Uown at 
Calcuttn, Lord Canning resohed to make a signal esarap e 
of tho mutineers The steamer "Oriental” ivos orderc 
down to llangoon, to bring up II JI ‘s 84th, and it wW 
thought that a sentence of disbandment, earned out in t e 
ease of the entire regiment, would put an cflcctual stop to 
the progress of disaffection But the resolie aras brudet 
ahioad Ihcro ucrc nearly 4000 Sepoys brigaded at Bar 
racl pore and m Tort "W lUtam, and though II 31 ’s 
anth a Lnropcan battery vroold have made short work o 
them in a conOict, uhat was there to lander the success of A 
rising, judiciously planned and earned out siraullancou 1> at 

both stations ? There uerb neither Europeans nor guns at 

Bamcl pore If the telegraph wires were cut and the road3 
taken po«ses3jon of, they could march dou n to Calcutta with 
out a soul being aware of the moTement, and at the mo- 
ment that tlicic comrades in the fort a«sailed the European** 
they could attempt a surpnso from avithout with every 
cl auce of success By a strange laxity of rule wh eh de 
serreathe most severe reprobation, the pouches of the native 
soldiery are only examined by their officers twice a week, 
and of course, except upon these occasions, they may use 
their cartridges Without any fear of detection IVebebeve 


that in almost every instance where the Sepoys have had 
cause to dread punishment, or were waiting for the signal 
to mutiny, their muskets if examined would have been found 
loaded There would have been no difficulty then in every 
armed native shooting his fellow soldier on duty, without 
awal ening suspicion orafford ng the opportunity of resistance 
Now that we can look back and sum up the incentives to 
rebellion we feel abundant cause to rejoice that these men 
«.t1. arm. m them l.and. and treason m thmr hearts, ce..M 
not Snd a leader, or mnstar np conrajo suffleient to strike 
a blow which must have proved fatal 

plan anlt .uch as has been suggestsd but it is ccrfim 
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that an unclcKtanding, imohing an attack wpon Tort "Wil- 
liam and tlie murder of the European ofliccra geacnllj , was 
come to The order to the 19lli N I to march down to 
Barraekporc hastened the nccca itj for action, and the 34th 
sent the men of that corps ames age, iiiging tiicm to slaugh- 
ter their officers on the road, m which ease they would be 
ready to effect a junction at Barraekporc, and try conclu- 
sions with the Government Their oicrturcs might perhaps 
have been successful, but Col Mitchell took tlie precaution of 
making an unexpected hall nithm fourteen miles of Barrack- 
pore, and “ending for the native officers, kept them at his 
quarters for some hours, the time chosen for the durbar being 
that supposed to be fixed upon for the mutiny Baffled by 
those simple hut efficacious measures, the 19th were unable 
to transmit the expected signal to BarrackTiorc, and the rest 
of the conspirators were afraid to begin without it But 
Mnngul Bandy, a Sepoy of the 34tli, wasnot to be ball cd of 
the pleasure be bad anticipated in shedding the blood of the 
Feringhecs Rou«ed to frenzy by the copious use of bhang, 
he seized his musket, and rushed upon the parade ground on 
the afternoon of Sunday the 29th of March, calling upon his 
comrades to come forward and fight for their religion. The 
serjeant-major of the regiment came up at the time, and the 
fellow deliberately fired at him but missed The quarter 
guard, consisting of nmeteen men of the same regiment, 
turned out to witness the scone, but without exhibiting llio 
smallest intention of affording assistance 4^ hil«t the etrnn-gle 
was going on, the adjutant made his appearance, and '\fungiil 
Pandy, having carefully reloaded liis musket, fired a second 
time, and shot the adjutant’s horse A hand to-hand fight 
now ensued, the Sepoy hackmg with his sword at both 
officers, whilst numbers of men belonging to the regiment, 
who had gathered round the spot, attacked them from be- ' 
hind with the butt ends of their muskets, repeating their 
blows whilst the latter lay on the ground The strife would 
have soon been over, had not Major General Hearsey gal 
loped up, and ordered the guard to mov forward to the 
rescue The fellows hesitated to obey, on winch the General 
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drew n rci elver, nnd poiiilmg at tlicm, reperted Ins com 
inanda, when they slowly advanced and re«cued the bleeding 
and .n.ens.hIo men The jemadar, a high caste Brahnim, 
Te , was, 

r *'■ ■ “"■I on ‘I'O -'Stt fol 

mn ° "S»«ent, wcaiy with their march of fourteen 
w h ‘r" "-“y 'v-^re disbanded 

mandin^ <>» Ihe part of the General com- 

on the mde of apparently a little compunction 

rl 0 . 0 ="='■ <l>0 hearts of their co- 

w mr-T' a 8^"' K'Snncnt and a 

Tunwl, Lnarafn “""'“■y- Body- 

in the folloniug tlio sentence contnmed 

ipiarters of Ih^'prcsulenev^ T)” '’'™ '"'““S'd ‘a ‘lie head 
presence of the troon^ ^ to receive, in tic 

Governor General m Oa the decision of tie 

1ms been gmity ^ of which it 

orrer°dmpamdelftt™2’*'‘'"*'^'®‘'”“‘'‘N I was 
fifteen round, of bUnk an.mni;tonX'“a!L'taT™'°' 

had Tl-rS -- 

the 19th liegiment at Berhamnor ’ ? ®asnnent preceding 

at that .tation on tho departurTof’ir'l ’’“h 'ah! 

ammunition had been usrf bv th ^ ®'B‘“ant Hus 

ncnt np to the date ahoatmLllT"'' '"a Hegi- 

foIIon„„“ L:,4";t‘fal.:n h” *he 

men objeeled to the paper „f whitn’l. “'’Poara that the 

LSS:-— B.hat!L~S.h^d 

in a pennon addressed to 



CHAP ir THE OrnCIAL DILL OF INDICrMENT 


ft'’, 

on 

the Major-Gcnml commanding the Picsulcncy DiM«ion, 
that for more than t\\o months they Imtl heard rumours of 
new cartridges haaing been made nt Calcutta, on the paper 
of Tvlucli the fat of bullocks and pigs had been spread, and 
of its being the intention of the Goaemment to coerce 
the men to bite these cartridges, and that therefore they 
were afraid for tlicir religion *11107 that assurance 

giien them by the Colonel of tlieir regiment satisfied them 
that this would not he the case, adding, neaerthelcss, that 
aihenonthe 2Gth of rebruary they perceived the cartridges 
to be of two kinds, they ncrc convinced that one 1 md was 
greased, and therefore refused them 

“ The Commanding Officer, on hearing of the refusal, 
went to the lines, assembled thenatne commi sioned and 
non-commissioned officers, and explained that the cart- 
ridges were unobjectionable, and bad been left ntBerliamporo 
by the 7th Eegiment, He instructed them to inform their 
men, that the cartridges would he served out in tlie morning 
by the officers commanding companies, and that any man 
who refused to tal 0 them would be tried by a Court Martial 
and punished 

This occurred at 8 o’clock m tho evening 

** Between 10 and 11 o’clock a ru«h was made by the 
Sepoys to the bells of arms , thedooTswere forced open, the 
men took possession of their arms and accoutrements, and 
earned them to their lines 

“ On learning avliat had occurred. Lieutenant Colonel 
Mitchell ordered out the 1 1th Jlegiment of Irregular Cavalry 
and the post guns 

“ When the Cavalry reached the parade, the men of the 
10th Eegiment rushed out of their lines with their arras 
shoutmg, and assembled near to the bells of arras, where many 
loaded their mu'kets 

“ Upon Lieutenant Colonel Mitchell and the European 
ofiicers approachmg the men, they were warned not to go 
on, or tlie men would fire 

“ The native officers were assembled and Lieutenant 
Colonel Mitchell, after addres«iing the men, directed tlie 
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ofiiccra to ecp-irntc tlic comp\mc^, n«d to require llicm to 
g»\c up tlicir 'intis 

“ Tlio men lic^itntcO nl first, but eventtmUj ga>c wp tlicir 
nrms niul retired to tbnr bnct 

** Tbe“C arc Oio pnncip'it features of ibc outbreak at Ber- 
liamporc on the 2Ctli of lebrunrj 

“ rtic men of the lOlh Bogimcnt bat o refused obedience 
to tbcir Luropcan officers Ibc) bate seized anns iMth 
^tolcnce Ihcybate noscinblcd, m a body, to resist the 
nutliont} of tbeir Commander 

“ Tlic regiment lias been guiUy of open and defiant 
inulmy . 

“It 13 no excuse for llua offence to say, as bad been said 
m the before mentioned jictilion of tbc native officers and 
men of tbc regiment, that they -were afraid for their religion, 
and that they apprclicndcd violence to themselves 

** It 18 no atonement of it to declare, as thej have tbcroui 
declared, that they are ready to fight for their Government 
in the field, vrUen tlicy have di obeyed and inaultwil that 
Gotcrtimcnt m the persons of its officers, and have ex- 
pressed no contrition foe their heavy offences 

“Neither the lOtU Regiment, nor any regiment m the 
service of tho Go\ emment of India, nor any Sepoy, Hindoo, 
or ^luasulman, has reason to pretend that the Government 
Las shown, directly or indirectly, a desire to interfere with 
the rebgion of its troops 

» It has been the unvarying rule of the Government of 
India to treat the religious feelings of all its servants, of 
every creed, with careful respect, and to representations or 
complaints put forward m a dutiful and becoming spirit, 
whether upon this, or upon any other subject, it has nei er 
turned a deaf ear 


■ But tho GoTomment of Inait eipeofs to receiro m re- 
turn fo, th„ troatoont the conafloaoe of those who serve ,t 
From tu soldiers of every renh and race. H wjl at all 
ral“T.:e”vf unLs.latmg ohe 

Ge“ralm Co. T ',7”“ G-^rnor 

Cooncl W.U never etw to eraot it To no men 
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who prefer cbmplainta with nrms in tlicir Inmls >m 11 he CTcr 
listen 

" Had tlic Sepoys of the 19lh Regiment confided m their 
Government, and believed their commanding ofiicer, instead 
of crediting the idle stones with which f il o nnd ci il-mmdcd 
men hai e deccii cd them, tlicir religious scruples would still 
have remained mviolate, and themselves vrould still he, as 
they have hitherto been, faithful ^oldier^, tru«ted by the 
State, and lajing up for future years all the rewards of along 
and honourable sera icc 

“But the Governor General in Council can no longer 
have any confidence m this regiment, which has disgraced its 
name, and has lost all claim to consideration nnd indulgence. 

“It 13 therefore the order of the Governor General m 
Council, that the 19fh Regiment Is I he now disbanded , 
that the native comroi««ioncd and non-commjs->joned officers 
and privates be discharged from the Army of Bengal, 
that this be done at the head quarters of the Frcsidcney 
Division in the presence of every available corps witlun 
two days’ march of the station , that the regiment be 
paraded for the purpo«c , and that each man, after being 
deprived of his arms, shall receive his arrears of pay and be 
required to withdraw from the cantonment 

* The European officers of the regiment will remain at 
Baixachporc until orders for their diejx) al shall be receiv ed 
from Ills Excellency the Commander in Chief 

“ This order is to be read at the head of every regiment, 
troop, and company m the service ” 

The arms yere piled, the colours deposited, and the 19th 
N I was erased from the army bst 

It 13 difficult to say how far the disbanded soldiers really 
went in heart with the promoters of msurrcction, but before 
scattering themselves over the face of the land, they asked 
to be allow ed one of two favours, cither to be re-enlisted for 
general service, or failing that request, to be allowed the n=e 
of tbeir arms for half an hour, and brought face to face nilh 
the 3-lth, m which latter case they proim«ed to avenge the 
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qunrrcl of tlic Government iw well ns their own. Perhaps 
their anger was felt against the men who had brought them 
into temptation witho\it having had the courage to eharc 
their offence, rather than against the c^il ndviscra who ha* 
lured them to nn act of folly. Some alarm was entertained 
lest they should plunder the villages on their way up* 
country, but they seem to have conducted themselves 
peaceably. Many got employment as durwntis, or gate- 
keepers, and a few were cntcriaincd by magistrates for 
whom they have since done efiicient 6cr\ico in ‘the capture 
of fugitive mutineers. Hundreds died of cholera by the 
way side, and a large proportion went into tlio service of the 
Kawnub of Moorahedabnd- It has not been nsccrtaiticd if 
any of the I9lh have been found in tbo ranks of tl\o existing 
* rebel army. 

It took five weeks from tho date of tho occurrence last 
mentioned, to enable tbo Government at Calcutta'to make 
up their minds as to what they should do with the 34th. 
The Commandcr-in-Chief was far away in the recesses of 
the fljmahyas, and Justice must neither seem Lurried nor 
cruel. In tho interval, hlungul Pandy and tho jemadar of 
the guard had been tried and hung, the former glorjing in 
Ilia crimes to the latest moment, and asserting that he was 
about to suffer for tlie good of religion. Two Sepoys had 


also been transported as accomplices in a plot for capturing 
the fort, and a native officer of tlie same regiment, the 70th 
N. L was ffismissed the service for treasonable practices. In 
the Executive Council ilr. J. P. Grant appears to have been 
prepared to inflict capital punishment, in the case at least of 
the quarter guard of the 19th, but if so, the milder counsels 
of the Governor-General secured a majority in favour of 
merely sending them about their business. Lord Cannint^ 
bad a notion, which it took two months of terrible experience 
to conquer, tint d!sland,ug naa a fearful punishment to the 
Man Sepoy aecustomed as he ia to rely absolutely on the 
GoTernnient for h.3 own subsistence and that of his femily in 
manhood and old age. It was no imp rt • 
tbit 1 1 . ^ ® pointing out to him 

that these men had committed the worst offence known to 



CUAP IT 


THE EULE OF nVP-lIVZVED 


59 


tlic rnilitarj* code , that they were mutjneera m fict and 
murderers in intention, saved only by tlieir intense coward- 
ice from finishing a work which tlicy undertook con amore 
IJe had got it fixed in his mind, that a mutiny i\ as a mere 
strife of discontented labourers, which a little coercion, a little 
persuasion, and much talk upon the folly of the proceedmg 
were sure to put doim It was true he miglit recognise a 
difference hetween the Bengal Sepoy and the Slanchestcr 
spinner, to the great advantage however of the former, seeing 
that he kept hi3 tools and received his wages when on strike, 
whilst the latter was entirely disbanded with very little 
chance of re enlistment At one moment it appears to have 
been thought advisable to overlook the conduct of the regi- 
ment altogether The ‘‘Oriental’ which was supposed to be 
lying at Madras, was twice telegraphed for to convey the 84tir 
back to Bunnah, and but for the accident that sent her across 
to Bangoon, the capital would have been left as before witli 
only the wing of a European regiment It is hard to say 
what might have occurred bad cither the steamer been avail 
able when appbed for, or the reports of growing disaffection 
become less frequent Fortunately neither contingency 
occurred The Government were roused to a partial sense 
of duty, and on the 6th of May, the whole of the disposable 
troops m and around Calcutta w ere concentrated at Barrack 
pore, to carry out tlie order for disbanding such officers and 
men of the 34tli N I as were present in the lines on the 
29th March, when Adjutant Baugh was wounded. At day 
light two eides of a square were formed by H il s 53rd 
and 84th, the 2nd, 43rd and 70th hi I , two squadrons of 
Cavalryjconsistingof theBody Guard and the 11th Irregulars, 
and a light field battery with six gnns lYhen the line was 
formed, seven companies of the 34tb, about four hundred 
strong, were halted m front of the guns , the order for dis 
bandmeut was read out by the mterjireter, Lieut Chamier, 
and after a few energetic remarks upon the enormity of their 
offence. General Hearsey commanded tliem to pile their 
arms and stnp off the uniform which they had disgraced 
Of course they obeyed without a moment s hesitation The 
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of uj» anrcare vr-^s lUcn conftncncc^l, rtf' ^ 

»n t'NO Iwuw ll>c tli'unlttlj Scj»>#i, now comcrtcd info nn 
oTvlcrly mob, ucrc mnrcUctl off to rulfa Gli'iut for con\£')* 
nnccto Cbin*urab, the prtnvlicrs of the fl Hh nnit n jKirfion of 
tlio lloilj Ginnl nttcmhn^ their foolxti pi hen they left 
thrir lincc, ortlcr hml been tnhen for acntlsii^ thcif fuinlicJ 
fiml hvgogc on to Chmmnh In^trnclions «cre giicn to 
the >nnous police nuthonlic* to hinder them from cro^'ing 
the river, nnd it wn hoped thnt the public had heard the 
last of the tecomt mutiny of the *1 Itli 11 X I 

The following order nppcanxl next day m the GffvernmnH 
Ga:ette,— 


•‘Tort ■\\iniam, 1th Maj — On the 20th of ifarch, n 
’Sepoy of the 3Uh Ilcgimcnt of Xntivclnfantrj, stationed at 
Barrnchporc, anned hini«clf nith a loaded musket nDdsnonl, 
advanced upon the parade ground m front of his lines, and, 
after conducting him«clf m a violent and mutinous manner, 
nnd calling viivon the wc« of the regiment to come forth and 
to join him in rcsiattng lawful authority, attacked nnd 
wounded the adjutant and sergeant-major of lus regiment, 
who approached to restrain him 

“This man has been tried, condemned, and Inngcd 
“On the same occa«ion the native officer, a jemadar in 
command of the quarter guanl of tlic 34th Kcgimcnt 
Native Infantry, refused to obey hw superior, by whom ho 
was ordered to seize the above mentioned Sepoy 

*'Aftcr being tried by a court of native commissioned 
otneerg, this man, lum'clf a commissioned officer, has paid 
the penalty of his mutiny by the same ignominious death 
“ But these men were not the sole offenders upon that 
occasion 


T1 e Govetnar General m Council laments to say lint the 
™n>m.sa.oucd and nou-con„mss.oDca 
Lnt ha?f f "■ ™ ‘hen rre- 

== *“ confidence 

m them ns soldiers of the state, and to caU for severe and 
exemplary punishment 
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“The mulmous Sepoy was permitted to pande himself 
indolently before his a«semblcd comrades, using menaces and 
threatemng gedtures agamst his officers without an attempt 
on the part of any to control him 

Js o such attempt was made even when he had dehherately 
fired at the seijeant major of tlie regiment 

“ None was made when upon the appearance of the adjutant. 
Lieutenant Baugh, and. after having reloaded the musket 
unmolested, the mntmecr di«chaTgcd it at that officer and 
shot lus horse.* 

“ "VTheu the horde fell, not aeign of as istance to Lieutenant 
Baugh was given either hy the quarter guard or by the 
Sepoys not on duty, although tlus took place withm ten paces 
of tho guard. 

" During the hand to-hand conflict wluch followed between 
the mutineer and Lieutenant Baugh, supported hy Seijcant> 
Hew«on, the men collected at the lines in undred , 
looked on pa«3ively , others in uniform and on duty jomed m 
tho struggle , but it was to take part agamst their officer®, 
avhom they attacked with thebutlsof their muekets stnkmg 
down the seijeant-major from behmd, and repeating the 
blows os he lay on the ground. 

** The Governor-General in Council deeply regrets that of 
the ruffians who perpetrated this cowardly act, the only one 
who was identified has C'Caped his punishment by de erbon- 
“ Tliere wa®, however, one amongst tho e who stood bv, who 
set an honourable example to his comrade-. Sheik Pultoo 
Sepoy (now hai ildar), of the Grenadier Company, obeyed the 
call of his officer for assistance unhesitatingly He was 
wounded in the endeavour to protect Lieutenant Baugh from 
the mutineer, and did all that an unarmed man could do to 
seize the criminak His conduct was that of a faithful and 
brave Eo’i&icr 

“'When the adjutant, maimed and bleeding, was retiring 
from the conflict, he passed the lines of his regiment and 
reproached the men assembled there with having allowed 
their officer to he cut down before their eyes without ofTcnng 
to assist him, they made no reply, but turned their hacks 
and moved sullenly awar 
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“1 or the fniliirt of tlic rjuntcr pnnl to <!o its dutj» tlio 
jcmnihr vrJio comnnndetl it Ins nlrMil) pud t!io list pcnnlt) 
of dcnlli In tlm Riiird, consisting of twenty Scj>o}S, tlicre 
A\cre four who desired to net ngaimt tlic rnulinccr, hut their 
jctmdir rcMmncd them, nnd nhcti cvcntmlh the order to 
tid%ancc upon the cnnutnl wis guen h) superior nxithorily* 
ihc mnjonl) y icldcd ohediencc rclttct'vnll) 

“ Ujwn a rcMcw of lhc*c fictsand of nil the circnnnlnnccs 
connected uith them, it i** hut too clcir to the Go\crnor- 
Gcncnl m Council lint n spirit of dnlojnltj prevails in 
lho«c companies of tlie 3Ith Itegimcnt Native Infantry 
which are stationed at the head quarters of the Prcsi- 
denej Division Silent spectators of a long continued 
net of vnftoloni nwvtinj, they have made no endeavour to 
Bupprc's tt, nnd hav o therchy hccoinc hal>lo thcin*clvcs to 
the punishment of mutineers Uio Governor General in 
Council can no longer put trust m them, nnd he rejects their 
services from this tune forward 

** Therefore, it is the onlcr of the GoTcrnor General in 
Council tliat the native commi«sioncd and non commissioned 
officers and men of the seren companies of the 34tli Pcgiment 
Native Infmtry, now quartered at Barmchpore, he dis- 
banded and dismissed from the army of Bengal, with the 
following cKCcptiona in favour of those who m the course of 
recent events have given the Governor-General in Council 
good reason to bclicro m their fldclity to their officers and to 
the Government ■— 

* • • * • 

There remains one point which the Governor-General in 
Council desires to notice 

“ The Sepoy, who was the cl lef actor in the disgraceful 
scene of the 29th of March, called upon lus comrades to come 
to his support for the reason, that tlicic tclvgion was in dangev, 
and that they were about to be compelled to use cartridge’, 
the use of which would do injury to their caste . and from 
the words in which he addressed the Sepoys it is to he inferred 
that many of them shared this opinion with liim 

The Governor Generiam Council has recently had occa- 



Bion to remiqd the army of Bengal tliat the GoTernment of 
India has never interfered to constrain its soldiers in matters 
affecting their religious faith He has declared that the 
Government of India never will do so, and he has a right to 
expect that this declaration shall give confidence to all who 
have been deceii ed and led astray 

“ But whatever may be the deceptions or evil coun«eL to 
which others have been expo ed, the native officers and men 
of the 34th Regiment Native Infantry have no excuse for 
misapprehensiQn on this subject Not many weeks pre- 
viously to the 29th of March it had been explained to that 
regiment, — first by their own commanding officer, and sub- 
sequently by the major general commanding the division,— 
that their fears for rehgion were groundless It was care- 
fully and clearly shown to them, that the cartridges which 
they would he called uiKm to u^e, contamed nothmg which 
could do violence to their relunous scruple^ If, after receiv- 
ing these assurances, the Sepoys of the 34th Regiment, or of 
any other regiment, still refuse to place trust in their officers 
and in the Government, and still allow suspicions to take 
root in their minds, and to grow into disaffection, insubordi- 
nation, and mutiny, the fault is their own, and their pnnwh- 
inent will be upon their own heads That it will be a sharp 
and certain punishment the Governor-General in Cotmcxl 
warns them.” 

It IS no insignificant branch of the art of govemmg, which 
teaches the right use of language with reference to compo 
eitions intend^ for the eye of tlic pubhc Tlie vaguenc&s 
and want of meaning charged against royal specchca and 
ministerul statements m general, give tho®c utterances their 
chief value , to say nothing now, is to leave you the oppor 
tumty of saying anything hereafter "NMicn the case is 
thoroughly staled, and the argument has been heard in enp- 
port of it, the matter in question is remitted to the sole 
cognisance of the jury, and the ruler, n ho is always defendant, 
lies at tbcir mercy 

The Gotcttiot General fo^ot tlic 10*13003 of state craft, 
when he penned tlic above General Order It was far too 
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Pickpockets vrilo lla^ e left us the story of their In c«, hl^ c 
recorded the feelings of tcrroi uitli winch the entr} of 
n police ofliccr mto a den of thic\cs la regarded IIo is a 
common foe, and to a certain extent the} arc all interested 
m prcicnting the capture of an oflendcr, but it is rare in the 
extreme that rc«i9tancc is oflered The thicftakcr’s warrant 
represents the nholo anthont} of the courts of justice. Ins 
truncheon symhohecs all the ph)«ical force of the countrj 
Tlic criminal who la “wanted, eurrenders, not to the indi- 
Mdual, whom a single blow might di j o«c of, I tit to the law, 
which la enduring and rcaiatless id Goaemment, instead 
of waiting till a force of Etiropeana numerically superior to 
the mutinous regiments could assemble, organi«cd, at the first 
moment of outbreak, a moaable column, consisting of a 
single corps of Englidi troops n battery of gim**, and sucli 
cavalry as were available, they might haic di«armcd and 
punished treason wherever it dared to lift its hcaiJj If nutho 
nty can only maintain itself by oppo«iDg man to man, it 
should abdicate wiUi as little dclaj as possible 
^elay and comparative impunity for crime bad roucli to do 
with the widespread growth of mutin) , but it is something 
to know that the whole military system m Bengal is at an 
end So long as the Bralinun dominated m its rank«>, so long 
might we expect to hear of plots and dj«afFection, by means 
of their results. A native officer of the 34Ui was complaining 
of hi9 hard fate m being ruined for a rev olt in which he had 
no share He was reminded that he must have known what 
was going on in the ranks , and at once he admitted tkat 
such was the ca«e, lAt asked, in turn, how it was Buppo«ed lie 
ought to have acted ? Had he reported the facts, the Brah- 
mins would mostlikely have murdered hun, and, at any rate, 
they would have brought forward hundreds of witnea«es to 
rwtatt Vntrt, he was vrther peiycau d or ni’^'ane Thtot was nt* 
denying the force of this plea , the poor wretch vowed that he 
wasamaityrto our sy‘'tem,and we inclme to beheie Jum 
An army has often been likened to a machine, and w c 
wi«Ii the companion were thoroughly accepted kVhen your 
engine goes wrong, it is found needful to have at hand a man 
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who UTiflcrstaiids every portion of it Being <vhl6 to place 
his hand on the defective apot» he knoii s exactly what is 
required in tlie way of ropamtion, and how to set about the 
work But we never, except by chance, have a capable 
engineer in the person of the exalted oiBcial, who has to 
guide the vast* and powerful mech'vnism that holds the soil 
and collects the revenues of India It is hard to divine m 
most cases tlie cause of his appointment, harder still to justify 
the fact of it It is a miserible tlung to say that the State 
gains by the idleness of a commauder-in-dnef , and yet m 
most cases all ranks of the community would join in wishing 
that ho would fold his hands, and only open them to clutch^ 
•what ought to be the recompense of zeah intellect, and 
energy 

Show that your highest office might he a sinecure, and 
ought never to task the body and brain of the man who fills 
it, and every general who is old or constitutionally indolent 
will naturally imitate the example of his chief "Wherever 
duty can be delegated, it will be done, if at all, by deputy 
The general of the dinsion will rely on the colonel, uho 
will rely on his officers, who in turn will rely on native 
subordinates, who of late could not rely on their men If 
the world would only stop for us, so that we could all grow 
old together, what a pleasant state of things might ensue 
but it refuses to halt for a moment , it declines to accept 
age and idleness in lieu of -vigour and industry, however 
highly recommended to do so And as we cannot conquer 
the necessity, we had better submit to it quietly Clearly 
enough, the Indian army requires bettfb guidance, and it 
will be wise to provide at once the indispensable material 
The way to make men invincible la to place them in a 
situation where they must gam the victory in order to save 
their lives and if we made military rank the sole reward of 
the Ind an officer, it would soon be found that he Would both 
lo\ c and adorn lua noble profession. But bo long as he finds 
tJic great prizes of liis career in the rani s of the civil son ico. 
It 13 not likely that he will take » pnde lu soldiership He 
cannot fad to observe that bw supenora in general seem to 
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lay H down as n maxim, that he ia wisest wlio does tlic least 
work, and he the most to be cm led nlio gets the highest 
pay. It would ill beseem him to ignore their example, and 
he imitates It. The d.iy comes when the Sepoy fancies that 
ho discerns an injury to his religion, or feels more than the 
usual strain upon his loyalty. He refuses to recognise the 
authority of one who is scarcely known to him, or to listen 
to a Toico that has never e{K>kcn kindly in his car; and the 
result is mutiny and ruin .on the one hand, disappoint- 
ment and shame on the other. IVe hold that rehelHon can 
never break out amongst a people, unless their rulcrs.arc 
^ greatly in fault; and we are equally convinced that mutiny 
would never show itself in a regiment, where the ofilcers 
knew their duty, and performed it. 
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TUP OXJTDBEAK AT MEECOT — -TllC MAECII TO DELHI — SHS. COL- 
VlN’a PESrATCItES — GO\'iltKUENT IvTSlTNO PAClv INTELUflBNCn* 

On Ibc 8th of hlaj the new cartDilges were offeret! to tho 
3tii Cavalry They refused to accept them, and on the 
following day eighty five of tUo mutineers were tried by 
court martial, and eighty of them sentenced to ho im- 
prisoned fov ten years with Imd labour, and the remaining 
fire for sue years The offence had been grappled imUi 
vigorously, and the display of force for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the punishment was sufficiently imposing The 
Cai-ibinecrs, 60th Rifles, tJic lltli and 20tli Eegts If I , n 
light field battery, together with the Horse Artillery and the 
mutinous regiment, were drawn up on the parade ground, and 
the pnsoners were brought forward, stripped of their uniform, 
and ironed on tho spot The majority of them uttered loud 
cries of rage and despair, and gieat agitation was evinced by 
the native soldiery, but no attempt at resiafance was madd, 
and the criminals were marched off the ground under a strong 
guard, and lodged m jail It is reasonable to suppose that, 
foi the next tlnrty-two hours, they showed no signs of an 
intention to revolt, for not n single precaution was taken by 
the authorities, though nothiag would have been easier than 
'tu’imn lexilvTul iiitrtiny unpoa-^iVie Tuc custom ol butting 
the Sepoya would seem designed for the express purpose of 
isolating them from outward control Lach caste lias its own 

quarter, and none hut Btalimms can know wlnt occurs m the 
BtaUmmical portion of the cantonment, where the low caste 
man is not allowed to enter except upon duty There is no 
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doubt tint dimng the njgbt of the 11th the uliolc plan of 
the rising n *13 matured , but the bare design implied in them 
a too well founded reliance upon tlie incapacity of the general 
commanding, or a degree of daring which could only he the 
rcault of fanaticism wrought up to the pitch of madnc«s 
They were bcarcely a match, numerically speaking, for the 
Euiopcau troopo, and had never been taught that against 
odds of ti\ o to one the Gora logue had failed to he a icto- 
riou*! There were m the station two troops of Euro 
pean horse artillery, together with a field battery, uhil t 
they were wholly destitute of guno The dragoons could 
have fairly ridden down a couple of native cavalry rcgi- 
‘ ment<i, and the 60lh RiScs were atlea-^t a match for 2000 
Sepoyfl With such a prospect of speedyannihilation before 
them, they xo'c at six o’clock on Sunday afternoon, and set 
the first example of rebellion and murder The sound of 
the church going hell was soon mingled with the roarmg of 
flames, the wild shouts of revenge and unavailing shrieks for 
mercy Whilst a party of tlie 3rd Cavalry ru«hed to the 
jaH, and liberated without the elightcet difficulty their com 
rades and the whole of the prisoners in confinement, the 
rest were galloping about, cutting down their officers and 
such other Europeans as came m their way Torches were 
everywhere ipiilied to the bungalows , the ruffians from the 
jad and the thieves of the bazar rushed into ei cry house , and, 
whilst some slaughtered the inmates with circumstances of 
ghodwing harharity, the others plundered whatever they 
could lay hold of, and wrecked such valuables as they were 
unable to carry away For two hours the work of butchery 
and burning continued, though the authorities had it m their 
power to have cut up within that time every liTing <»oul of 
the mutineers lYbether the apathy, which it is more pain 
ful to contemplate than the scenes of blood bed, was the 
lesult of fear or imhecibty, we have not the means of judging , 
and' part of the vengeance invoked upon General Hewett 
ought to fall on the heads of those who are responsible for 
the appomtment to such an important ’post of an old man of 
seventy j cars and upwards When the work of destruction 
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whom they conhUaj hold ofwcro mnnlcrcd, the rebels pre- 
pwed to leave the stntJon, nnd wcronlloncd to do eonjthout 
hindrnticc They took the Delhi road, nnd went on thetr 
wny rejoicing , Vhen at last the dragoons find rifles made 
their oppenmneo nnd shot dovrnftfcw without m nnj wny 
impeding the march of the rest Their place of refuge was 
forty miles distant, the highwnj was level ns n howling 
green the whole waj, and they hid to cross two rivers to 
get into Delhi. A few guns placed on tlic road, n forced 
inarch of the lliflcs, and smart gallop of the c-avnlry, would 
have placed the British force in n position to cfiect their 
total annihilation The mischief at Meerut had been done , 
the safety of the station was past praying for, nnd what had 
2000 of Her Majesty’s choice troops to do but to plant 
themselves in the path of the bloodthirsty traitors and 
trample out the mutiny, so far at least as tfiey were con- 
cerned? But the chance, which many a gallant heart 
must have prayed for all that night m ngonj of spirit, was 
allowed to pass away, and the cowardice or folly of o single 
man has entailed the slaughter of countless thousands ‘“'d 
put to hazard the fairest dominion that ever the sun shone 
upon There is no punishment great enough for such 
weaknesa, and we Lad better Jet it rest under the shield of 
ignommy and universal execration 

For weeks afterwards the wrecks of what liad once been 
beautiful women and stalwart men straggled daily into the 
station, adding fresh stock to the stones of horror and 
disaster The mutilated remains of the murdered were col 
lected and decently disposed of, and a sense of the propnety 
of retribution began to dawn omthe minds of the authoritie'* 
Some of the aeaasams were arrested and hung, and hopes 
xTeruxv’msinnx'ioJwruiA-^usrt m a^ewhays amp’ie justice would 
he done on the mutineers Tidings of the outbreak were 
sent off to the commander-m chief, who, howeyer, could 
not to found for oomo lime, having gone on a shootmn ea 
oiirsion amongst tlo hills, and for tho neat throe woeL no 
direct intelligence of hia movcmeiits was received at Calcutta 
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lit rcaclictl IJmbnlla on tlic 18tl» of Jin } , ^ ith llic T uropcnn 
regiment from Scnlkotc, DuglHi, niid Ku««ow1jc, nnil implied 
on to Kiimnul, but Inlted for guns nnd cnmigo nccommoda- 
lion Neither nrtillcr} nor beasts of burden were to bo Ind 
at the hcid-qunrters of the Quccn*s forces • 

General An«oa had eacU) ncglcctctl his diil} ns Com- 
mandcr-m«Chicf of the Bengal Army in the cnl dajs that 
he had fallen upon, but the epint of n bm\o eohhcr Vns 
strong nithin him, nnd ho proposed to mo\c on Delhi nt 
once, aiithout waiting for reinforcement? Tlio guns might 
folloiv ds he thought, but it was pointed out to him tliat 
there was no commiasariat, no camcN, not a da} ’s allon nnco 
of provisions for troops in the field Tl’^elll ho would supply 
his men in tho villages on tho route, and make the military 
chest servo in lieu of goroasinhs, and baggage waggons. 
Such unwonted energy might have borne down opposition , 
but another reason for delay was urged Tlicro was not a 
single medicine chest available that objection was insur- 
mountable, and the general bowed to tlic inllucnco of tho 
Military Secretary. lie remained nt Kurnaul till tho 27th 
of May, and then Buccumhed to a mightier influence, dying 
of cholera after a few hours’ dines 

On the 11th of May Jlr Colvin telegraphed to Government 
that a message had been received at Agm, nt 9 r ar tho 
preceding cvemng, from tlic mcco of the po«t-ma«tcr to tho 
foUowing effect — “ The cavalry have ri«cn, setting fire to 
their own houses, and several ofliccrs’ houses, besides having 
lolled and wounded all European soldiers and officers they 
# could find near their hues’ On the 12th, tho Lieutenant- 
Governor telegraphed that the 3rd Cavalry mutineers had 
been released, tbat guns wore heard all tho night of the 
10th and morning of tlio 1 1th A young Sepoy, with his 
arms and a cavalry troop Iior«c, travclhng down, it was be- 
lieved, to acquaint oUier regiments with the mutm} , had 
been arrested, and tho Delhi road was m pos«e«9ion of the 
mutmeers , the aallagers liad risen between Jlcerut and 
Hnupper The next day Mr CoKin urged that the 
troops from Persia should he ordered to Calcutta, and 
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MpK^uwlry al oner, 1I<? lint ,lltp tlllaj'er* 

Wltvrtn A(tn ntid Mcmil rt»W»f<l fitjrl III-ut'I all [>■«’• 
fcn^rr*, llmt inrn of lli«* Utli iir4 rojjlmcnt* mctc 

npprrhcntlnl at AlUjjliur, !»«t “were ol»*tliiHfIy i-ilcnt ai 
to what In* ocrltrTTil.” lie iin«pr»ta«l tlio «♦«» of irropnlir 
caanlry in clrarin;; Oio rria«W in llio irnturbwl ilnlnrt*. 

On llie itttli, CioVrmnirni t*> Meerut, to knorr 

wU-it. Iwl taV.cn phcc, ami on tUc came tUy Mr. Colrin 
rcccivnl a letti r from lint ftatlon, <Utc<l Miy 12tl». A 
ilctaclimcnt of rambinccru hare easily c*'^rlctl ft mall 

to A^ in Iffcnt) -four Iiowm after |!jc jtcCTirrrncc of tlie ont- 
brenif, the ilntanrc l>cin^ only fifty»»ix milci; but nritber 
tbe fnculliM of ibo prncml comimiMlln;* nor lbo«e tif tbo 
conmu'Momr of ibc jVWmon wrro c<j«aV to meb an cdurt. 
On the Uth, Mr. Cohin informcil Lonl Cantiiti};, tint bo 
Imi rccci^eil o letter from the bin;?; tint llie town and fort 
of Delhi ADil bis own perron rrcro In tbo binds of the in* 
rnrgent regiments st.itioncd tlicre, wbo )nd joined a bnndrc«l 
of tbo Meerut nmtjnccrs, and oj>cn<,*<V tbe pic*. n»o coni- 
nu«*ioncT and Ws tv;*l5tant, as xsell a» Miss .Venninp, i\crc 
rc|)ortcd to be killed. Sfr. Coltin rccommendwl tlio pro- 
clirmtion of mirtlil ha-, and to rboa' the stitc of feeling 
amonpt the Sopo)i», alxiut llnglisli dcsips npin»t tbtir 
caste, be cnclo«ed tbe extract of a letter reccised that day 
from tbe cobcclor of Mutlm, i\bo vrrole, “ I Imo just beartl 
svlmt makes me doubtful of the (idchty of our Sci»y gviiul 
here. The rulndir told one of the clerks to-day tint bo 
was consmeed tlie Government intended to take their caste, 
and Ind for tint purpose mixed ground bones in their flour.” 
Scindnh Ind offered tbe-ecn»cc» of bn l>ody guard, and 
a battery of guns, wliicb tbe Jttcutonnnt-Governor proposed 
to accept “ for n short time otil^,” remarking in his njessa"c 

On the following day, tbo 15tb of May, the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor announced that thirty Europeans had bccnmassicrcd, 
thatall the troops had fraternised and proclaimed the heir ap^ 
parent king, and were apparently organising n regular Gov ern- 
ment, tVicjr enrposed policy being to •■aunei nUlliomljoining 
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distncta to ilieir newly acquired langdom ’ Tliey were not 
likely, therefore, to abandon Delhi, and would probably 
strengthen them«elvc« They had secured, perhaps, j00,000/ 
Bhurtpore and Gwalior were giving us hearty aid The native 
regiments in Agra were weak in numbers*; and, said Mr 
Colvm, “ whatever their feelinga may be, they are not likely 
to ri«e of them'^elves without any other support. TiVe do not, 
therefore, show distrust of them I have every confidence 
that they will all be put to rights in a few days On 
the «5ame day Mr Colvm sent another me®«age as follows 
— I liave had a very satisfactory review of the troops this 
morning I had previously ascertained, from undoubted 
autbonty of natives of confidence of all cla “see, that a deep 
and genuine conviction, however absurd, has seized the 
minds of the Sepoys of the army generally, that the Govern- 
ment is steadily bent on making them lo«e caete by handling 
impuro thin gs SIcn of their own creed, tmsted by them, 
were sent by mo into their hoes, and the most distinct as 
surances given tliem on the subject I spoke to the same 
effect at the parade, and the men said thi? was all they wanted 
to be certam of I believe that under the pre«ent circnm 
stances the men are now staunch If mutineer^* approach m 
any force it is our determination to move ont the brigade 
and fight them "We shall go with the brigade a reinforce- 
ment of a battery of gun«, and ^some of the Contingent 
cavalry will be here from Gwalior the mormng after to- 
morrow It IS mo«t camc'itly recommended from the re- 
sult of prc«ent experience, that a proclamation to the army 
be at once ismed by the Supreme Govemment, saying if it 
be thought fit, that the Lieutenant Governor, In orth T\ est 
Province,, has informed them that he has found a gross 
mi conception to be prevalent , that, being "o informed it 
at once declares to its faithfal troops that it would in 
every manner respect and protect their feelings and usages 
of religion and caste, as it lias always scnipulou ly protected 
them , that it declares the notions which have got abroad on 
tl e point to be an utter delu^ios prop-^ted by some dc 
signing persons to mislead good soldier* , and the army may 
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be inavle in any v. ny to himlcr In tlic least tlicir rchgtons 
ritcfl nnd practjcc Armed with ft simple nnd direct ns- 
etmneo of this hind, it would mpull^,I think, quiet the 
minds of the troop* An inducement, too, is nnntcd for 
not joining the mutineers and for lending them I mn m 
tho thick of It and knon wliat is \s anted I carnestl> beg 


this to strengthen roc ’ 

Up to this date an apology maj bo suggested for the 
conduct of Lord Canning lie had been but fourteen 
months in tbo countrj, nnd there arc poncrfid minds that 
ate slow torcceite new miprcesion* Ilia colleagues in tho 
executive, with ono exception, ucro men of ripe Induin ex- 
perience, the picked statesmen of the entire civil scnicc 
In tho Legislative Council ho had the advantage of tho 
adsicQ of tier Majestj’s judges, and they had all been 
unanimous in support of tho measures that were adopted 
To risk tha chance of being wrong in companj with liis 
council was a safer course thin to nun at being right m 
opposition to their opinions 

But what shall we saj of the policy which, after the receipt 
ofMr Colvin 8 message, still trusted the native army? Blind- 
ness IS no proper name for it, for there n ore sounds as well is 
sights tho trumpets of alarm m the car, os well as the hand 
writing on tho wall Ti^givo point to General Ilcarsey’a 
opinion, that argument and rcmonstrinco were hopeless, 
two regiments had been disbanded, seven were m open re 
belhon, many others had been tampered with, and "a deep 
and genuine conviction had seized the minds of the Sepoys 
generally, that Govemmeot were steadily bent on making 
them lose caste ’ But Ivord Canning was in no hurry to 
act and saw no occasion to taLo a gloomy view of odairs 


Lord Elphmstono telegraphed on the 17th of Nfay, that he 
Kra\i at OOTO ilespitch a eteamer to Sue*, ivliicli would be 
m tune to cntch tho French steamer of the 9th of June at 
• Aleiandrio, and thought that an officer sent off at once in a 
swift ressol, might even overhiko tho mail that left Bomhar 
on the I3th The Qoveinor Gencml answered that he was 



CHAP T 


THE HEjrEDT FOR REVOLT. 


75 


not desirous of sending to England by an earlier opportunity 
than the mail of the 18th of May fiom Calcutta, Time was 
of course rec^uired for earnest consultation by the members of 
Government, and the result of their debberationa was a com- 
munication to the Court ofDirectora, dated the 10th of May, 
gmng -the first intimation of the revolt, and embodying the 
following suggestions of a remedy “ The necessity for an 
increase of the substantial strength of the army on the 
Bengal estabhshment, that is to say, of the European troops 
upon tins establishment, has been long apparent to us, but 
the necessity of refraining from any material increase to the 
charges of the military department, in the present state of 
our finances, has prevented us hitherto from moving your 
Honourable Court in. this matter The late untoward oc- 
currences at Berhampore, Fort William, Barrackpore, and 
Lucknow, crowned by the shocking and alarming events of 
the past week at Meerut and Delhi, and taken m connection 
with tho knowledge we have lately acquired of the dan 
gcrous state of feeling in the Bengal native army generally, 
strange, and, at present, unaccountable, as it is, have con- 
vinced us of the urgent necessity of not merely a positive in- 
crease of our European strength, but of a material increase in 
the proportion which our European troops bear to the natii e 
regular troops on the estabhshment We are of opimon 
that the latter is now the more pressmg necessity of the two 
"Wc believe that^l tbc'e objects, pobtical, military, and 
financial, will be immediately attained in a very material 
degree by taking advantage of the present opportunity m 
the manner ne have now the honour respectfully to propose, 
and wo see no other way in which all the same objects can 
be attained m any degree, now or prospectively We re- 
commend that the six native regiments, which are m effect 
no longer in existence, should not bo replaced, whereby the 
establishment of regular native infantry would be reduced 
to sixty-eight regiments , and that the European officers of 
these late regiments should be used to officer three regiments 
of Europeans to be added to your cstablioliraont at this 
Presidency 
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“ "Wc confidently ofilmi tint llic Government v ill be rnucli 
stronger in rc«pcct of nil imporlnnt intcrml nnd cxterml 
p\irpo‘<c9, ■with tlircc ndditmml Iliiropenn regiments of tlio 
citnblislicd Btrcngtli, tlnn it tioiild be In embodying eiv 
nntivc regiments of llio cBlnblisbetl strength , nnd i\c nnti- 
cipntc no lncon^cn^cncc in respect of minor object?, in time 
of pence nnd tmnqiullity, from the con«cfiucnt nunicricnl 
reduction of rcgulnr troop** Indeed, the finnncnl result of 
the mensure, if cnrricd out as ue propose, will Icnvc n con- 
siderable surplus nnnihble, if it should be thought fit so to 
cmploj it, for nn augmentation of irrcgiilnrs, who, for nil 
such minor object**, nrc much belter, ns well ns much cheaper, 
than rcgulara of nny dc'cnption ’ 

'^V’c ha\c here at least one example on the part of Lord 
Canning of a sen^e of the fitness of things It w as certainly 
not worth while to send a special inc«8CDgcr with such n 
very ordinary comraunicatioiy os the above As the emer- 
gency for European soldiers could wait until the Court 
of Directors had made up their minds to empower the re- 
cruiting eerjeant at homo to act, the delay of n mail on 
tins Bide WAS of jio mpmcnl whatever The reader will now 
be at no lo«9 to understand the grounds on which, when the 
news of the outbrcnl reached England, the ministry and 
Mr Mangles expressed their lugit admiration of lus Lord- 
ship s firmness "and capacity When did a nobleman acq^uit 
himself more ably than this Govcmo^Gencral, who could 
afford to take such a hopeful view of a troublesome affair ? 
When was mutiny made so pleasant to the Court of Direc- 
tors? They would positively gam money hy it I No blame 
was imputed to them fox the parsimony which had left the 
country so truly defcncelees , no reproaches were directed 
against the folly wl ich had sanctioned and sent out the 
grea'ied cartridges Tliere are doctota who, on eysteiu, make 
the most nauseous medicine taste pleasant , and Lord Canning 
has gamed their secret, though m this case, he has practised 
it to the imminent danger of his patient 

With the same dislil e to dimmish the amount of human 
happmess, which dictated the tone nnd substance of lus 
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correspoudenee with the Court of Directors, Lord Canning 
withheld from the people of Calcutta the intelligence of the 
Mcciut and Delhi ma««'icres, which reached the newbpapers 
as a mere lumour on the 14tli of May The native mer- 
chants had full particulars the day previous as a matter of 
cour e On tlie 15th the “Hurkaru” said — "We hear 
that some bad news was received from Meerut, by the Mili- 
tary Secretary to Government — the 3rd Cavalry had muti- 
nied and murdeied their officers ’* " There is also a report 
that the troops at Delhi have al«o ri en, and, after having 
overcome the Europeans, had tal en posae«‘'ion of the fort 
It 13 to be hoped that this is a mere rumour, but wc have 
heard it on sufficient authority to justify publication.” 

The "Engliahman” was in«;tructcd to contradict this the 
next raorumg, v, hich it did in the following terms — We 
can authontaiively contradict the statement' m jesterday’s 
‘ Hurkaru’ tliat a report of tho murder of the officers of 
the 3rd Cavalry has reached the Secretaiy to Government in 
the Military Department No such report has been receiv ed 
Alarming reports were m circulation yesterday as to the 
state of affairs m Meerut and Delhi Wc published all that 
was certain, believing there mu«t be great exaggeration m 
the rest Wc are now infonned tliat all was tranquil at 
Meerut on the 12th instant The Cantonment and Trea'airy 
all rioht, and the troops quite ready to meet any attick 
The interruption to the communication was caused by the 
refractory troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, who had fled from 
Meerut, and tbeir villages being on the lajad, they persuaded 
their friends to join them, and it is feared that some of 
their officers hav e been killed 

At Delhi there lud been disturbances, and a party of the 
maraudero got po* es«ion of the for^ as it is called, — not 
a place of any strength Two European gentlemen have 
been murdered, but wc refrain from mentioning names till 
more powtive infonnition reaches u"* ” 

Til™ same journal came out in its evening edition with 
“ authentic particulars from Government ” 

There has been a rising of «omc of the native troops at 
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Dcllu, Home Europeans Imc been k51Ic<l, but tJjc names nml 
ntimbcr not known. Meerut is <|ujct, nml the troops arc 
ready. European regiments nro on t!to march from the 
hills.” 

The admission on the lOlh of May, that there had been 
disturbances nt Delhi,” and tlio statement, tlmt the losses at 
^Iccrut Were llio work of those men of the 3rd Caanlry 
who bad fled from tint place, reads oddly enough, avlicn wo 
call to mind that Lord Canning knew, nt the lime ho al- 
lowed this infumiatlon to be famished, tlint six thousand men 
had revolted and proclaimed a king. TJio concealment of 
inlclligcncc grew nflorwards into a habit, and gave the 
natiaea a handle for inculcating all kinds of false rumours. 
■\Vhon these iiiacntiona tvero met hy denial on the part of 
Europeans, the llcngnlcc would reply, “The Goaemment 
know tliat what no say is (rue, only tlicy don't choose to 
make the thing public.” die rejoinder uns nlwnjs felt 
to ho unanswcmhle, for the nuthontlcs lind solo control of 
the telegraph, and daily experience show cd how unn illing 
they were that the wholo tnith eliould bo known by tlicir 
countrymen. It was notlong after the outhrcnlc of insurrec- 
tion, that the English population, Jnving to choose only 
between the talcs of the bazar and tlic bulletins of Gotem- 
incnt, gave the largest credence to tbo former. 
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CHAP. VI 

STXm or TlTti OEFENCES OP BONCAl- — Tlir CO'N'EENMENT vrOEO 

TO ODTVIN 1 FINrORCEMEVTS A\AJIADLC PL'^ODrCCS — PA 

CILITT OP ncUEVIXO CATTMOnC A^D EtJCIQiOW — JUNO BA- 
iiADor AND Tnc cnoonkAS 

Amongst tho causes of tho mutiny should be ranked, as well, 
the notorious weakness of our means of dcfcnco nt the outset, 
and tho ea«o with winch revenge and plunder were to be 
obtained at tho subsequent stagfes of tho revolt On tlic 10th 
of May, there was not a single Euiopcan soldier at Delhi, 
Allahabad, or Cawnpore Benareswas hurnedJy reinforced 
by a company and a lialf of tho lOth» and Gcnetal "Wheeler 
obtained the aid of two companies of the 32nd from 
Lucknow, which he sent back again on the arrival at 
Cawnpore of a detachment of the 84th At army head- 
quarters, as we have seen, there were neither commissariat 
nor medical stores At Meerut, on the 18th of Maj, the 
commanding officer reported that the reinforcement for the 
army of Delhi must stand fast for tho want of carnage 
At Allahabad there were guns in abundance, but no men 
to work them , Benares was wholly without fortifications, 
and had only half a bullock battery , Barrackpore had to 
depend upon sailors to man the six guns sent up there from 
Gid«yiUa, wtifttt the safety of the capital was threatened 
Cjften, during the months of June and July, were the 
EngU=h prompted to thank their stars that tho rebels had 
neither a leader nor a plan of action, hut blundered almost 
as much as the Supreme Gov emment , for, had it been other- 
wise, every living soul xn Bengal would have perished, or 
been forced to abandon the country 
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If w c ntlmil tint Lonl Canning, after a rcn^cnec of fourteen 
inontlis m tlio counlr> j cotiM not l»c exj)cctct1 to ilctcet the 
Higjis of ^NtnkncM, nliich nil men now mule iiMlcjiIonng» 
and tint the ^^n^nlng9 of Gcnenl Ilcnriie), nud tI»o oc- 
currcncci m tlio IPih and tlih reguncuti were not g^^^c 
tnougli to induce fenre for tlic I'afct) of tlic cnj|)irc, tliC 
question of conipctcncj on the pirt of tlio Indnn Gorem- 
ment, is restricted to n single inquiry — Did the Governor- 
General use nil po«siblo exertions to ohfnm more trooju, 
ami make the hc-'t use of Ihtm when ihcj arm ctl ? 

Iho first portion of the query must be answered m the 
nfiirmative No means were Itfl untried to collect rcinforcc- 
menta of Kngliah eoldtera froin the various stations in tlic 
Indian and China acas , buttlie credit of suggesting such v igor- 
ous measures, must not be allowed to rest with the Calcutta 
authorities, to whom it has hitherto been assigned On the 
13th of May, Jlr Colvm telegraphed to Lord Canning ns 
follows — 

*‘It will, no doubt, have been already thought of, hut I 
cannot do liarm in suggesting that the force returning frenn 
the Persian Gulf, or n considcmblo portion of it, bo eum- 
luoncd m straight to Calcutta, and thence sent up the coun- 
try Necessarily it will give a ik>w erful mov able force free 
fiom local influences, -and have an czccUcnt effect in showing 
that the Government has large means, independent of the 
usual army liere ’ 

On the ICth, Sir Henry Lawrence telegraphed from 
Lucknow — " All 13 quiet liere, but affairs are critical , get 
every European you can from China, Ceylon, and elsewhere, 
also, all the Ghooikas from the liiUe , time is everything ’ 

Lord Elphmstone offered, on tlie 17tb, a regiment of 
Beloocheea, and the Ist Bombay Europeans, both of which 


were accepted On the same date Sir John Lawrence prt>- 
posed to embody 5000 men from the corps of Police and 
Guides m the Punjaub, and to raise 1000 more, if necessary, 
loA of which Buggestions weio adopted The nics>aae of 
of Bombay was dated 

May 16tb, and is as followa 
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“ Two of t4ic three European regiments which are return- 
ing from Ter&ii are urgently wanted in Bengal. If they arc 
sent from Bombay to Kurrachec, will they find conveyance 
up the Indus ? jVre they coming from Bu'hire, in steam or 
sailing transports? Let me know, immediately, whether 
General Ashburnham is going to Madras.” 

On the 17th the Governor-General a-ked Lord Elphin- 
stone if he could send a steamer to Gallc, to bring troops 
from thence to Calcutta; and the Furihers, at Madras, were 
callctl for on the 16th of May, after the receipt of the mes- 
sage from Sir Henry Lawrence. XTc have thus the whole of 
the reinforcements accounted for, and in no single in«tance 
is the merit of having called tlicm to Bengal to be ascribed 
to the Supreme Government. 

The question of the wise employment of means is equally 
capable of solution. 

At the ontbreak of the mutiny, there were in Calcutta, 
and the adjoining stations of Dum Bum and Barrackporc, 
tviQ regimenu of European infantry, the 53rd and 8-lth, 
mu«tcnng about 1700 cflcctivc men. TIiC'C, nith the 10th 
at DInaporc, and a company of artillery in Fort ■\Viniam, 
comprised the whole linglisH force between the capital and 
Agra, 000 miles distant. The nati\c corps coneiel^ of the 
2nd Grenadiers, 43rd and TOtUN. I., the Calcutta militia, 
and the remnant of the 34tli, in all 4000 men, stalloncil 
witliin the limits of the Presidency divi«ion. At Berliam- 
porc, there was the 63nl XI ; at Dlmporc, the 7th, Sth, 
and 40th, together with a regiment of irregular ca\nlrv. 
Iknarc* was occupied by the 37th, and the Lootbanah regi . 
meat of Sikh*. The Glh were at Allnlnbad ; the C3th at 
Gha^epore, the 2nd Cavalry, Ist and 53rd N.I. at Cawnpore. 
Tlie total available force of Europeans throughout ihw 
great extent of country, was not more Onn 2700, cgain*t 
1 1,000 watitc inxips; >aH odds as seen upon paper, but not 
gtifiicicnt to alann a tran of energy and dcci-ion a* to tlie 
rc*ull of a struggle for the ni'»«tety. 

\ thousand Enih»h volunteer infantrj', 100 caralrj , ami 
1500 sador*, were at the dt<pofal of Government a weeh 
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uCtcr the rc\ olt hecamo knavvfl It uccdttl the tUIcnncc 
of n few words of onlitnrj n^inpilhj nml cncdnngcincnt, to 
draw out the entire n\ nil xhlo l'tiroi»can popninlion , no great 
jnco to paj for mich pcraicc ns liny were nhte luut withng 
to I crforin , hut Biuall ns wn3 the catmnteil cost, Lord Can- 
ning grudged it It was not tintil the 12t!i of Juno tint ho 
con'tntcd to the enrohncnl of ft volunteer corps, nnd only 
tlicn, nfter much nu«giaing ns to the propricl} of showing 
ppccia\ fftTonr to nn) imVaenW of 

The u “0 tint might have been made of such auxihanca was 
IKjmted out at the time w ith sufllcitnt clearness , but, at tins 
moment, we can see that it would liavc been btcrall) inv tlti- 
nblc 

The waters of the Ganges do not rise until the latter end 

of June, ftud it would Imo been ecnrccly fldv liable to pu®h 

troops up bj that route, so long ns there was n prospect th it 
tbeves els might get aground Tlic railway and the road 
oifered the greatest facilities for the transit of men, guns 
nnd stores, nnd both were in the best condition The line 
was opened to BanccgongC, a distance of 120 miles from 
Calcutta , and up to tliat point there was no difhcultj m 
sending a couple of rcgitncnts by a single train ^Vhilst 
the Tolunteers were learning I oar to load and fire, and the 
merchant seaman v^c^o being in«lrnctcd m the use of 
artillery, GoTernment might lia\c placed on the road fri m 
the terminus to Cawnpore ft line of stations for horses and 
bullocks at interTala of five miles, guarded, if necessary, by 
posts of armed men , the studs at Buxar and Gliazeeporc, 
the streets and the course of Calcutta, could have supplied 
any number of horses There were IGOO siege bullocks at 
AlLnbabad and 600 at Cawnpore , carriages and commissariat 
stores of all kinds might have been collected for the use 
of a division with seven daya hard work v andharl Govern 
went only consented to do just a fortnight beforehand wliat 
they were coerced to do on the 14th of June, they lUK^Iit 
have had on the first day of that month, a force of 2000 
Europeans at IlaneegUDge, fully equipped with guns and 
stores the infantry capable of being pushed on at the rate 
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Jjtiropeana at Ca;^^po^o in Ic'ts tlian twcnlj-fi\e H'® 

Government iliwk and the dn«k companies aro full) en- 
gaged m rarrjing a cotnpanj of the 84lli to Bcmro‘'i at the 
rate of eighteen men a dij Ihc entire regiment of the 
rusihcrs, about 900 etrong, cannot be expected at Benares 
in less tiian nineteen or twentj dajs** Xhc plea of im- 
possibility was not to be gaMi«a»d, mid hence it occurred 
that General IIa\ clock started from Allahabad the daj after 
the death of Sir licnrj Lawrence, twice essayed to relieve 
Lucknow , and tincc relumed, unable, from numerical weak- 
ness, to ncconipliali the object But the success obtained 
satisfied tlic minds of tbe autliontics Every petty detneh- 
mont rcacbcd its destination Benares was saved by a re- 
inforcement of fort} men, Allaliabad bad been preserved 
by seventy dccajcd European gunners The people at 
home would overlook the neglect of prevention, when they 
heard of the rapulUy of the euro , tlio chance of a relapse not 
being taken into consideration 

Each of tbe large towns enumerated are situated on the 
banks of the Ganges or Jumna, the former stream being 
navigable at all seasons for vessels of hgbt draught as far ns 
Dmapore There were hundreds of cargo boats at Calcutta, 
which, furnished with mat roofs and partially tied cd over, 
would have earned each a large gun, and the men to work 
it Steamers, of which there were numbers av ailablo, would 
have towed them to Dmapore, where they might 1 ave w aitcd 
till the rivers rose, and then, either by sailing and rowing, 
or tugged by steam, they could have got up to the walls of 
Delhi If it were thought advisable to ascend the Tumna 
in the first of the rams, the armament and stores could have 
been transferred to boats built expressly for the navigation, 
which are always to be found waiting at Benares and Gha 
zepote for their upward cargoes at that seaeon of tbe year 
These vessels long, low, and heavily bmlt, carry forty tons 
on a draught of eighteon incbe-, and are admirably fitted 
to serve as gun boats The notion of tal mg advanta<re of 
tlie facilities afforded by steamers and small armed vessels 
for attacking towns situated <m the banks of navigable 
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ri\ cr«, appears to Iiare been sriggested in an ofiicial way to 
XfOrd Canning early in August, wben it was settled tbit 
Captain Peel sliould ascend the Ganges with a force of men 
and guns ; but there were difficulties in the way which re- 
quired long deliberation, and Captain Peel started when it 
was too late in tlic season, and lienee liad to rehnquidi the 
main object of the enterprUc. Tliere is an old inaiitn which 
recommends that you should never put forth your hand, 
without being sure that you can draw it hack again. The 
Indian Govemment appear to valnc the adricc, and alwajs 
1o ha^e acted upon it. 
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lc«-< exposure tijion them tiU they got clear of Cal- 

cutta, 

Tlio 5lh anil OOlh amvttl carl} m Jtil}, and tuo Jladras 
regiments m Axigu«t, }Ct Lucknow was not rchc\cd, hut 
onl\ strengthened on the 20th of October The clcnicnls 
of a force, a\ith whitli a Jvapicr would have undertaken to 
traacr'c the length and breadth of the land, were ecnttcrcd 
o\».r the CQuntrj, shattered m brilliant hut ii«clc<^ action*, 
worn down h} incessant tod, or decimated h\ di8ca«o and 
lack of 8U«tcnancc and shelter God's curse lies hcaaj 
on the nation*, a\hcn it lakes the form of pestilence or 
famine, hut it is never, perhap*, so deadly and tcmhle as 
when, m tune of trial, it visits tho |>coplc with a Govern- 
ment such ns that whicli is presided over bj Vi«count 
Canning 

But there w as still another means of sav ing the brave and 
holplc«8 of Cawnpore and Lucknow , apart IVom tlic march 
of Europeans to tbcir aid At the outbreak of the mutiny, 
Jung Bahador, the v irtual ruler of Iscpaul, offered tho use 
of Ins army, and tho services of 3000 were accepted The 
best men of the Ncpaulcse forces were picked out for tlic 
expedition, and the daring little Ghoorkas, elated to the 
highest pitch at the prospect of fighting by the side of the 
English, and plundering the hoards of the liated Sepoys, 
camo down from their hills by forced iiiarches, and expected 
to be 111 Ouile about the 15th of June Though tlic prime 
troops of Nepaul, they were the ugliest and dirtiest of 
warriors, not much amenable to discipline, nor fond of 
temperance m eating or drinking , but the Sikh, who cares 
nothing for Brahmin and hlu*sulman, ••linnl a with dismay 
from a conflict with the Ghoorkn They w ere a match m 
this case for more than 10,000 Sepoys, and had they been 
YftTrr.VAti tsi. yv.'i. Eawitfirw: irt 'Luc’kdow, lie 

would ha^e raised the siege m twenty-four hours after tlieir 
arrival and then, clearing a road to the Ganges, have crossed 
over to Cawnpore and liberated Sir Hugh 'Wheeler But 
the Might of Calcuth wiis upon aU ooncemea When tlio 

Ghoorlislmapos.edthrongh the deaiily jungle that eurrounila 
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tlie liosc of tlicir liilN, Jung Baindor received a dcspatcli 
from l»OTd Canning, requesting that liicy roigijt be recalled, 
ns tlicir pcrviccs could be dispensed witb. Tliej nent back 
to ICattmndoo, Iieivy-hcartcd, and suflering greatly from 
sickness nhicli broke out amongst them on tlicir rctuni 
jnircli ; but bad scarce reached the Capital, when another 
despatch came from Ivord Canning, asking Jung Bahador to 
send them back again to Oude, where they n ere now wanted. 
Tlicy left Ivatmandoo for the second time on the 29th of 
June, tno dajs after the massacre at Cawnpore; and only 
arrived in the Britidi territorj*, much reduced by disease and 
death, when Sir licnry Laurence had been dead for a fort- 
night. There arc nidows amt orphans uho fiaic more nceil 
to coinjdiin than Jung Bahador; but that chieftain con- 
siders that lie has been »U ii»c<l m tbe matter; and writing 
to bis friend, Jlr. Hodgson, late of tbe Bengal Civil Pen ice, 
a namthc of tbe affur, he wound up with the cvclaination, 
** You see liow 1 am trcaleik How do }oo expect to keep 
India with such rulers as ihc-'c?** 
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ciiAr VII 

TJII MAIICII os Utini — Tilt DLFCSCr OV SIAOAFINf — 

TltL QlUwVT MOGUL ASO IIH COUItT — ^Vtt^^ATI^L9 0^ TUI 
CAl*TLUI AVt» COVlllTIOS Olf TIIF CITT 

"We left the Meerut mutineers on the night of the lOUi of 
jMiy, cncTmpcd on the roid to Delhi 'I he) imdc good ti«o 
of their time, performing the distance, thirtj -six milc«, before 
noon the following (Hj*. They met eorenl Luropcans on 
the road tnvelhng m dawk carriage*, who were of course 
eHughtcred , and then hastenmg into the cit) » the rebels sot 
about their separate ta«ks of seducing the men of the rtgi- 
tnents stationed there, calling out the tbieicsto |lundor, and 
murdering every European that could be laid hold of 
Riding funou«lj through the cantonment, the men of the 
3rd caaalry sought everywhere for the officers, in whose 
faces they discharged their pistols with shouts of savage 
triumph The city was full of mumtions of w ar , tliou"h, 
with a blind reliance upon destiny, for which our race ha\ c 
only the excuse that they believe in the Providence which 
watches over fools and madmen, no Europeans have been 
stationed m Delhi for many years 

The aroenal contamed tlirec siege trams and vast stores of 
warlike material, the lo«s of which has been felt severely by 
the troops of the avenging army, but the rebels wero not 
permitted to leap all the benefits of Government supmenes^ 
The magazmo held a vast quanMy of powder and warlike 
storos, and they hastened to at in the hope of a speedy 
^pture . hnt ate little gamson of tone men were of the tni e 
English mould, and the rehela ohlaiped nothing in the end 
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of gnlc ixnA ihc inn^armo in iH vitinit)i tlicre weic 
fi“poun( 3 crfl so phccd thnt cilhernotilil coniimnd t!ic gate nnii 
ftem-xU bastion in ilsaicmitj. A\ ilhm sixtj j arils of tlic ^atc 
nnil m front of tbc ofiicc, anil conimamlm;; two cro*** rouN» 
Mere three 0 -pnunJcrfl nml one 2 l-jK>uiiilcr honilzcr, nlncli 
could 1)0 «o managed na to net upon any part of the magazine 
m that neighbourhood After nil the-o guns and howitzers 

bad been placed in the scactal positions nl»ONC named, they 

a\erc loaded with double charges of grape ^‘0 neat step 
tahtn was to place anus m the liinda of the mti\o cstahhah* 
ment, which the) moat reluctantly rccetied, and apjicarcd to 
he in a state not only of excitement, hut nl«o of ni«uborthna- 
lion, 03 Ibc) icruacd to obey nn) onlcVB lasucd b> the 
LuropeanB, particularlj the Mussulman portion of the csta 
blisbrncnt After the aho>e arrangements had been made, » 
tram waa laid by conductors Biicl ley, Scully, and Serjeant 
Stewart, ready to be fired bj a preconcerted signal, which 
w 08 that of conductor Buckley raising lus hat from lua head, 
on the order being given bj Lieutenant ‘Willoughby Xlio 
train was fired bj conductor Scully, but net until such time 
os tbc last round from the howitzers had been fired So 
soon as the aboi c arrangements had been made, guards from 
the palace came and demanded the possession of the maga- 
zine m the name of the King of Delhi, to which no»Tcply 


was given 

‘ Immediately after this, the Bubadai of the guard on duty 
at the magazine informed Lieutenant WiHoughby and me, 
that the King of Delhi had sent down word to the mutineers 
that he would without delay send scaling ladders from the 
palace for the purpose of scaling the walls, and w Inch shortly 
after arrived On the ladders being erec*^ed against the wall, 
the whole of our native establishment deserted us by climb- 
ing up the eloped sheds on the inside of the magazine, and 
de*ccading the ladders on the outside, after which the enemy 
appeared m great numbers on the top of the walls, and on 
■nl.om we lept up an ,nces»ant fire of grape, every round of 
winch told well, as long as a single round remained Pre- 
vious to the natives dewirtmg ns, they hid Die priming 
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camped near tlie city of Delhi, and, making his way into the 
palace, found there the representative of the royal house of 
Timor, in the person of an aged man, poor, helpless, and 
blind, the plaything of fortune, the prize by turns of nume- 
rous adventurers Hia ancestors had by the law of force at 
one time acquired tlie dominion of all India, and the lule 
which had raised them to the pinnacle of greatness had sunk 
liim to the lowest depths of abasement He had lived to see 
the dominions over which he had himself reigned, the prize 
of successive conquerors, his wealth scattered, his wives dis- 
honoured, and had reached the clunatt of human misery, when 
a brutal soldier scooped his eyes out with a dagger, and left 
him without the hope of better days The English general 
seated him again in the chair of royalty, and, in leturn for a 
parchment gift of the countries which he Ind won and in 
tended to keep by the sword, allotted to him the first rank, in 
the long line of mockery kings tint once reigned, but now 
who merely Ivie in Indio. In public and private, the Pad- 
shah, as he 18 called, received the signs of homage wluch were 
considered to belong to his pre-emment station He has 
never forgiven the English since a Governor-General insisted 
upon having a chair in his presence, and, until recently, the 
agent of the latter, when vouchsafed the honour of an audi- 
ence, addressed him with folded hands, in the attitude of 
supplication He never received letters, only petitions , and 
conferred an exalted favour on the Government of British 
India by accepting a monthly present of 80,D0O rupees 
Merely as a mark of excessive condescen'uon, ho tacitly 
sanctioned all our acts, withdrew his roynl approbation from 
each and all of our native enemies, and fired salutes upon 
crerj occasion of a victory achieved by our troops Hitherto, 
It would have been impossible to have found a rojal all^ 
UMiEa cauxteAu.sl.y awi, it Titvvr entered 

the brain of the most suspicious diplomatist, that the treaties 
botweea the Grcn Mogul ,„d ,Uo noMotahio Compaa} 
were m anj danger of being violated bj Hi, Jlajcsti To 
Bacepawaj the bnuic of Tamerlane a ould not bate added 
one jot to our ,x.iver OnWde the iralU of Ins palaeo, the 
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King of Delhi, a. he termed, had no more authontv tl an 
the meane=t of tho.e irhom he had been taught to comder 
hi3 born va.*aU , bnt 'mthm that enclonre, hia ^ill was fate, 
and there were 12,000 p»j~on> who lived iubject to it. The 
universal voice of soaetv ascribed to this population the 
habitual practice "of crimes of which the very en-tence is 
uahnown at home, except to the few who form the core of 
the corrupt civili-ation of urcat citie* Its pnnccs lived 
without dignitv, and ita female an tocraev contnved to esi't 
without honour The phv«ical tvpe of manhood wa» debased, 
whil-t the intellectual qualifications of both «exes, with one 
O'" two exceptions, did not readi even the Mahomedan stan-> 
dard of ment, perhaps the !owe«t m the «cale of modem 
humanitr 

But a ** Licht of the "World ” could not cxi«t even m the e 
dava without cxpcncncing earthly troublca. His 'MajC'tr 
had no fear of "Mahiatta dagger*, and his pen«ioa was jiaid 
far more punctually than were the revenues of his aaefestors. 
Domestic troubles were more burdensome, perLap?, to !us 
efiulgent shoulders than would be the cares of the uai\er«e, 
ned there were no lcs« than 1200 little li^ht which radiated 
upon him from all parts of Ilxndo'lan, and rcquircil a gwsit 
deal of oil to keep them burning It wa no uncommon thing 
for ore of this celestial race to be obliged to live on fifi) 
shillings a month, but in no case did he forget the dignitv 
of In'* birth. A "MusTiIman »« obi ^cd to ''■tile a dowry 
U|X)n 1 li wife, an 1 a inctaber of the Soolafun never endows 
1 cr with Ic s than 50 OOOt Their «olc occupation wa^ c^n- 
f ned to j laving cn the Indian lute, and singing the ICing s 
vcr*e^ Too | rood to work with their hands, too ignorant to 
be useful with tl cir heads, they would haie been content to 
contnae for generations to cotnc la their late m ^crable eon- 
dili n — - forlorn mortal*, emptv alike in pocket and ftcmach, 
in 1 cart and brain and conscious only of the po''*e?'<ion of 
un a sf cd a| pcti c« Tl e evil ha 1 no* escaped the no icc of 
Govenitncnt, wj o fell l!at thev mi. I j oil down the nc*t, if 
t^cT would have t’ c voung LrocMl fir al -o-d. ^\'hcn tl c 
t tie of ih" la c Lc j* sppa-eat was rec!'‘gni*cd, it was arraeged 
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tlmt, on the Ocnth of the late occupant of the mnsnud, 
tlic palace should be evneunted, and the fimily rcstcletice 
fixed at ^^llat is now the King's country scat, situated about 
tuelvc miles from Delhi llis Majesty consented to the 
terms with much reluctance, and, his son dying before him, 
perhaps he felt morally released from the bond Ho his 
bad hi 3 own little quairels with bis despised protectors on 
the usual score of accounts, but it is likely that all out- 
standing claims from the lltli May last will find speedy 
adjustment 

In spite of the utter subjection in winch the Padshah 
U\cd for well nigh a hundred ^cara, the Mussulmans still 
continued to regard imn as being the fountain of honour, 
the nghtfvil monarch of Hindoatan This belief is easily 
accounted for, since, with the exception of the Princes of 
Rajpootaua and a fc\r insignificant rajahs, there are no 
dynasties which can lay claim to a much gi eater antiquity 
than that of the British rule m the Past, whilst again there 
18 hardly a single monarch who has not at some time sworn 
fealty to the house of Tamerlane, and received iniestituio 
at Its hands The hfogul is the only person to whom the 
Mahomedanscanlookup as tlieit natural head The founders 
of the royal houses of the Deccan, Carnatic, and Oude, of 
Ilolkar and Scindnh, were the deputies and servants of hia 
ancestors His divine right to universal dominion still exjsts , 
only in the Eaot, as elsewhere, Toryi«ni, however sincere, is 
seldom able to bring the law and the fact into complete 
harmony Nothing was more natural than the proclamation 
bj Mussulmans of the Delhi Baj when they fancied they 
saw a chance of throwing off the English yoke , hut a rebel- 
lion requires something more tlian a name to make it suc- 
cessful, and the adherents of the new rulers have not failed 
to recognise fhe fact. Tlicy nsed flic King of Oude as they 
have used the credulous Hindoo The deposed prince lias 
vast lioards of money, and unbounded influence amonr^st the 
Sepoys , and hence, when it became possible to employ the 
pretensions of the Padshah, the wrongs of tlic King of Oude, 
and the superstition of tlic Hindoos, a confederacy was 
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crcntcti, the elrcuglh of which \\c lin^c fcarrclyjcl a«ccr- 
tnincil. ^leinwlnlc llic Kinj; of tlic Scpo} s’ clioicc Ini 
eliown hinivclf worthy of his Tartar progenitors At nn 
early date of the nmtinica ho cau*etl letters to he sent to 
aarioua regiment®, requesting them to ecire the trea«urici 
and loot nil they could find, hriiiglng, in cacry ca«c, the 
plunder to Ida royal rccciaing how*c. Ta>our and twenty- 
four dullinga per month would reward the oheahent Sej)oy ; 
puni'hment sure, but not specified, was to o^crlaho him who 
elected to remain honest. Some of Ills Jlajesty’s anccatora 
were cmphatic.ally the cn’catcst tldcvca in the world, and 
their de-cendant haa a>-ailcd ldm«clf of this the only oppor- 
tunity he has had of pursuing the family aoeation. 

The complicity of the Sepoy King of Delhi in the rebel- 
lion was caident from the fitbl moment of alann. The 
corps that commenced the reach were Mu««ulmans almost 
to a man ; and the place of their destination, with the nature 
of the welcome that would be glacn to them, was not for nn 
in«tant in doubt. They made for the palace at once on 
entering the city, the Kinglming it in Ids power to shut the 
gates again«t (hem, without any danger to his own j er-onal 
hou«ehold. The mutineers would not ha\e dare<l to shed 
blood within thoso sacred precincts without his previous au- 
thority to do so ; and had he cho«CD to give shelter to the liolji- 
le-s fugiti^ e® who implored liis protection, not a finger would 
Im e been lifted ngain't them. It rested with him to gi\ c the 
word which avould have converted the revolt to a mere strife 
between men of oppo-iog races, — Sepoy again®t Ihiropcan, 
Jlussulman and Drahmm against Chri'>tianitj and civihea- 
tion , but the descendant of Tamerlane mhented the ancestral 
thir-t for blood, and thought, pcrliaps, liken chief of pirate®, 
it was iiece«'ary to make forgi>ene®3 hopcle®®. Ladies and 
others who had sought shelter in the palace were dragged 
before him, their captors asking wliat should be done with 
them. The royalanswcr, ** Do what you like to them,” was 
of cour«e a sentence of death; and the brief reign of tlie 
heir apparent, whom his imjc®ty gave them as a sovereign, 
was inaugurated with the blood of Engh h women and 
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rlijllrcn nlio«c liiil wrot>t;!il Jnin no liurtn, nnd 

dentil could )»cld Inm no profit LnUr ftdl the ln«t«f * ^ 
f I rent Moguls I'ancvl ndicret of cxltnniualvon n^n\n«t tlic 
Sil 1 m ns veil ns tho hntcil I'crin^jlicc, and jn both cn'c'i 
committed vlint jiolitieniis rny is vorine tlnn inonl guilt,— 
n diplonblc 1 lumltr I or c\er^ drojinf tlic innocent blwnl 
epdt jit Ptllii nml clscwlicrc n tide In^ poured from tlic 
Tcins of Ills mllicrcnts, nnd the net of H M 5th I'usihcn*, 
vho scntchcd n crucifix on their ln}oncls, nnd, hi«^ing the 
venpon, pworc to wn'li out the imrk in the henrts’ liloml of 
the rebels, oiil> embodied the ftehngs of escry mnn »f 
llntidi cxtrnction To win hick our looses nnd Miidicatc 
our ancient reputation, were ftU to be but einall matter* 
Tho cry was for rcngcnncc, full nnd com] Ictc, and notlung 
short of that will salt^f^ our count rj men 

J^arratiscs of what took place nftcr tho mulmcers got 
possession of Delhi ha\c been furnii'hed by mtivo writers, 
whoso habit of chronicling minute facta giTCS great aaluo 
to their descriptions of passing cscnts c 8u! join trans- 
lations of two Hindoo letters, which throw great light upon 
the state of feeling in the city at the time of the rcaoU, 
nnd show how little reason there is to pu’»pcct that the com 
mcrcinl and trading classes had nnj thing to do with it Hie 
extract now given la from a communication to the Rojah of 
Jheend by lus newswnter in Delhi, dated May 17lh, six 
days after the arrival of the mutineers — 

“ On the IGth Ramzan, on Sunday, eighty-five sowars of 
the cavalry were acntcncctl to imprisonment at Meerut. Tlic 
TCguncnta proceeded to the gaol, and released tho prisoners, 
and took them away, slaying tho Diiropcan sentries they 
then set fire to the houses m the lines, nnd slew old and 
young Some 300 Europeans and nativ cs were killed m the 
touftitt, some oavniry *md a regiment of infantry have 
arrived at Delhi 2llr Traw and some other gentlemen 
went with somesowarstoquell the disturbance thccavalry 
attacua and killed all U.e Enropcans, nnd then went down 
to cantoninenta and bmnt the artUlery nnd infantry knee, 
and the blaclgnards of the city looted the shopa In the 
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afternoon tlic sot\nr3 oficral tlieir Bc^^3cca to the King, and 
'»aul they would place him on tlic throne, and that he should 
tahe the opportunity, and gi\c up to them his guns and 
magazine What they required, lie did He promised, and 
gaae uplus son to them They attacked the Government 
magazine, when thej knocked down the wall of tlic maga- 
zine, uhicli caused much injury to the people There were 
many Europeans killed, id short, only tho«e of tho English 
who concealed them'cUes escaped, hut none othert The 
King has appointed, one ilcer Nawah as kotvral Tlic whole 
place 13 JQ disturbance The King has sent his son to inspire 
confidence, but the ill-di«poscd arc plundering everywhere 
Ihe King has encamped outride the city with six regiments , 
he 13 old The officials arc tho«c of a worn-out govern- 
ment The Jahgeerdar^, m deference to the Enghdi, have 
not girded their lom« There arc no arrangements for any 
provi«ion, much less for anything cl c Tho Sepoys ore 
ready to give their lives, and to take the lives of others To 
day, Wednesday, some fifty odd Europeans v\ ho liad «eereted 
themselves, were killed They are hunting for more, and if 
any he found they w ill he killed If they have escaped, so 
much the better It is like tho atrocities of Nadir Shah 
On Tuesday, the Iviug rode through the city, and encouraged 
the people to throw open their shops , hut the people would 
not be comforted, many shops have been deseitcd The 
civiU ation of fifty three j cars has been destroyed in three 
hours , good men have been plundered, scouiidreU enriched 
A regiment has come from AUygurh, they have not spared 
their officer" Three regiments and one battery of artillery 
of Delhi, two regiments and 500 troops from Aleerut, and a 
legiment from AUygurh, ore now in Delhi AU the maga- 
zme biu. been pVieefi xa Aie iuxt TVm bvs 'i-oviiaiOTiei 
different principal men of Delhi to make arrangements , 
tliej have pleaded sicknces and incomj etcncy, and sowars 
have keen despatched to Utwur and Jaipoor It remains to 
be «ecn what wiU come of it The Delhi people have fallen 
into difficulties Gods will he done This lias been com 
po ed with care, and in a spirit of loyalty The state of t! e 
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people 13 not to bo doscnbctl They arc nbvc, but they 
dcspiir of their li\ ca There is no cure for such a curse 
The Sepoys arc without a lender ** 

The story of the second cye-iyitncsa is even more circum- 
stantial, the writer havmg hnd opportunities of witnc=sing 
nil that occurred in the place from the commencement of 
the outbreak 

" On the morning of the 1 1th instant we were proceeding 
in nhhylcc from Delhi to Mussoone, and after u e had crossed 
the bridge of boats and had proceeded 200 yards, wc ncre 
met by eighteen troopers, with drawn swords , they asked 
U 3 who we were? 'Wc replied, * Pilgrims piocecdmg to 
Hurdwar ’ They desired us to turn back to Delhi, or they 
would murder U3 , wo accordingly returned On arnving at 
the bridge of boats, the troopers plundered the toll chest , 
and a regiment of Sepoys crossed the bridge and cnteiedthe 
city, after haring killed a European whom they met on the 
bridge Tlio regiment had crossed, but the troopers were 
otv the other side of the river, when the boatmen broke the 
bridge , the troopers crossed the river on liorschaclv, and 
eritered the city by the Delhi gate, and cantered up to the 
Dngoorce Baugh (under the palace), to murder the * Burra 
Saheb ’ The 1 otwal, on hearing of this, sent word to Mr 
Simon rrnscr, the commissioner, who immediately oidered 
the records of his office to be removed into the cit) , and, 
getting into a buggy, with a double-barrelled gun loaded, with 
two orderly horbcraen, proceeded towards the mutmecre 
Tlio troopers advanced upon him , Mr Eraser fired, and shot 
one dead through the head, and with the second barrel killed 


a trooper’s borac , he then got out of the buggy, and entered 
the palace at the * Sumraun Boorj,’ closing the gate, and 
proceeded to the Lahore gate of tlic palace, and there called 
tmt \o YW FubaCiar on doty to close the gate (^ e. tlio 
paHcc-guard gate), which ho immediately did A trooper 
then rode up and called out to the subadar to open the gate 
lie a«kcd ‘^V ho arc you?’ and on his replying •V.c are 
troopers from Meerut,’ the subadar obsen cd, ‘ IVlicrc arc the 
other troorcr,? 'The man rephea, < In the UngoorooBaugh , ’ 
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when tlio enb-nlir ilc«irct1 tlie trooper^ to bring them all, 
that he wotiUl open the gate, ami on their arrnnl ilul so, 
when nil tlvc troopers entered the palace 
“ Jlr Simon Fraser and Captain Douglas, the com 
mandant of the Palace Guards, called out to the eubadar 
* What treachery is this ? Desire j our men to load ’ (an entire 
company, if not more, was on duty at the palace-guard 
gate) The subadar abused the comnii'sioncr, desiring him 
to go awaj , on hearing which both Mr Fraser and Captain 
Douglas loft the quarter^, nnd ran towards tho interior 
of the palace, and were pursued by the troopers, one of 
whom fired a pi''tol at Mr Fraser, on which he staggered 
and leant against a nail , when another trooper went up, and 
with a sword scTcrcd his head from bis body at a single 
blow, and abo in a similar manner hilled Captain Douglas, 
tlic commandant of the palace, and then proceeded to tlio 
lings liall of audience, where they killed two more 
Europeans, and then proceeded to Dorrccougungo, and sot 
fire to all tho hou«C8 there Another regiment of Sepoys 
arrived into the city, and desired all tho budmashes to 
plunder the houses, since they (tho mutineers) con«idercd it 
‘ burun,’ and w ouhl not condescend to touch the booty them 
selves The troopers then murdered five gentlemen and 
three ladies m Durrceougunge, and the remomder took 
shelter in the Kishungur Kaja s bouse They then came to 
the Delhi bank set fire to it, and killed five gentlemen, 
they then went up to the kotwalcc, desiring the budmashes 
to commence plundering on hearing which the kotwal 
ab'conded, and took no steps to protect the people, nnd e\cn 
allowed the kotwalee to be plundered The mutmeers 
then came to the late Col Skinners houac, which they did 
not touch, but set fire to all the houses in the vicinity of the 
church, killing all the gentlemen, ladiC', and children therem 
“ After this five troopers galloped to the cantonments, and 
on their approach all the Sepoys eet fire to their officers’ 
house’, mnrdeniig all the gentlemen, ladies, and children 
they could find m cantonments , the remamder of the 
troopers proceeded to the magazine in the city On the r 
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approach four officers were standing before the magazine 
gate, •which they closed, and from inside fired t'wo shots at 
the troopers, and then set fire to the magazine all the four 
officers, and upwards of a. thousand men of the city, 'wetc 
blown np with the magazine Iwo regiments from the 
‘Delhi cantonments joined Aim Tcnitinects at. the Delhi het- 
walec, and commenced plundering the city The two Delhi 
regiments then went and encamped ncir the Ellcnborough 
tank before the palace A guard ■was sent to the Kis- 
hunghui Raja’s house, on snspicion of his hai ing gii en refng® 
to Einopeana Upwards of thirty-four Europeans (men, 
women, and children) were concealed in the house The muti* 
neers set fire to the house, and it kept burning all day and 
night , hut the Europeans were safe m the * tj Uliana ’ The 
next morning the troopers brought *l'wo guns from the ma- 
gazine, and kept firing at the house all daj, but without 
effect. They then took to plundeiing the city m oicry 
direction Tiie late Colonel Skinnci s house, nluoh the 


mutineers did not touch, was regularly plinidered by the 
scamps of Delhi On the 13th, tlie mutineers agim attacked 
the Europeans that had taken shelter ;n tho Xisbunghur 
Raja’s hou«!e The Europeans commenced to fire, and shot 


thirty of the mutineers, but on their ammunition and sup 
p\\ea hemg out, thirty DuTOVeaus came out, and four le- 
maincd in the ‘ tyKhann ’ The heir apparent now rode up 
to the house, and begged the mutineers u oiild deliver them 
anto his custody, and tint lie would take caie of them , 
however, paying m> attention to what he said, they put all 
the Europeans to death !Mr Gcoigc Skinner, hia wife, and 
children had taken refuge in the palace , spies gave infor- 
mation, they were seized, taken to the kolwalcc, and there 
most cruelly put to death Dr Clummun Lall, the suh- 
assistant surgeon, nas also killeil at the di?pcn‘nry lor 
U.rco dya the dead bodies wcie not remoicd, and on tho 
fourth .hij the mutineers caused them all to be llirou,, into 
tUcTwer ..itj.nw 


“ The mutineers then n,ked the 1 inn- 
two months’ pay or tUeir dady xntions 


cither to guc them 
ilio king euni- 


moned all the shroffs and mahnjuns, telling them if thej 
did not meet the dem-inds of the mutmeei^, they nould all 
be murdered, on ^vhlch the slu-offs agreed to give them 
dail rotee for twenty daj , adding they could not afford more 
The mutineers replied, ‘AYe have determined to die, how can 
we eat dall rotee for the tew days we ha\e to lire m this 
avorld’’ ‘Whereupon the Ling ordered four annas a day 
The mutineers have placed two guns on each gate in the 
city, and have brought a thousand maunds of gunpowder 
from the cantonment magaiine, and have taken po^^ession of 
all the shot and •’hell in the city magazine Supplies have 
been stopped, and eierytlung becoming esceedmgly dear, 
VIZ attah thirteen seers, wheat eighteen seers, ghee one and 
a half seer*, S.c All the neighbouring villages are up and 
plundcnng the king has accordingly burnt five Goojur nl- 
lage« The lato Col Skinner’s hou«e at Balaspore has al^o 
been plundered After plundering Delhi, 200 troopers 
proceeded to Goorgaon, and «ct fire to the hon e*, murdered 
the collector, and plundered the treasury, bnnging away 
7 lakhs 84 thoa«an<l rupees, and, with the Delhi treasury, 
the mutineers have in their po c««iod 21 lakhs 84 thou and 
rupce«, which kept m the palace, guarded by them and 
the kmg’a troop Tlic troopers liavc al o advanced towards 
Allyghur and Agra, with the intention of perauiding the 
troopo there to jom tlicm and set fire to hou es and murder 
aU the Europeans there At Delhi there are three regi- 
ments one from Slecrat and two of the Delhi regiments, 
and two lumdred troopers , the rest liave all proceeded to- 
wards Alljghur and ^gra The great banker, Eulclimce 
Clnmd Sett, from feeding the mutmeero daily, has saved lus 
firm from sharing the fate of the other*, and is the onlj 
haa, 'jnf. 

A\ c think that a careful pcru*al of the above narratives 
will strengthen the tlicory that there uas no plot to create a 
rebellion, bnt that the outbreak was the result of a sudden 
impuhc, hanlencd into purpose and plan by the «!Cnee of 
general di«afFcction Tlic relatives and adliorcnts of (he 
Delhi funiK ucrc spread all over the country, and had 
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tnmpcrcd, no doubt, wjtb tho major part of tlic Mussulman 
Sepoys, urging tbem to seize tlic first favourable opportunity 
to ri‘*o for tbe recovery of tbcir ancient dominions They 
would say tbit altbougb tlio Pndsbab was too old to place 
himself at tho head of sucli an enterpnse, his son was willing 
to bo declared their king and leader , and that the enormous 
military arecnals and commercial wealth of Delhi, totally 
undefended by Duiopcan fioop^, would gi\o them such a 
start at tho outset of a rebellion, that they might reasonably 
expect tho adhesion of all the surrounding country StiU* 
liQWCN cr, it 13 unlikely that the revolt would haa e liappcned 
hut for the local grievance of the greased cartridges The 
iiccrut rebels know that tlvc heir apparent was not a sol 
diet, and they had never heard that rebellion had prospered 
against the British power The most sanguine spirit could 
scarcely expect to have escaped ahvo from tho cantonment 
whore 2000 English soldiers, guns, cavalry, and infantry, 
were biigadcd And when, beyond tlieir wildest hopes, 
they reached Delhi, the same sense of impending doom 
weighed upon them They talked of themselves as men who 
had fulfilled a sacred duty at tho certam cost of speedy ex- 
tinction They thought, n ith all the English, that a verv 
short tune must witness the capture of the city, when, of 
course, they would bo annihilated to n man , and murmured 
at having nothing better than “ dall rotee to feed upon for 
the few days that remained to them "Let us, they said, 
m the empliatic language of Scripture, " cat and drmk, for 
to morrow wo die 


The cries of a mob, hotly engaged m tbe work of destruc- 
tion, arc the heart s genome utterances There is no deceit 
in impulse — no mode of artifice by which you can employ 
the tiger mstmeta m an unnatural way The shout of tho 
wna ^Deen, ficcul —a avord of fear 
catiill, to Hindoo and Chmlmn under ordmurr circum 
of MnUomod of Glmrnco and 
^ndlr Slinh, and had bcon hcartl over tho dm of Wlmit pa 
g^a, and tl o dcatl^hncla of thonaauda of Hindoo wor- 
ahippora m many a dark cycio of Eastern history To 



CHAP 


TOE no^D or A coamov mpuLst 


103 


suppo-se tint Mihomcd'in soldiers would raise it now, mei ely to 
excite the Hindoo Sepoys to join them against the Fermgees, 
IS as rea'sonable as to hclieae that the officers of an English 
army would, if Ireland were invaded by a foreign power, 
seek to animate the loyalty of the Roman Catholic popula- 
tion, by marclung through the villages with shouts of Down 
•with the Pope and the pnests • ” The llusaulman, in this 
instance, routed the Hindoo to aid him in warding off an eiil 
which threatened both equally. They had a common cause 
to defend, and coalesced ns a matter of course, just as Arch- 
bi hops Sumner and M^Halc would unite, if Christiamty 
were in the last stage of peril That the rebels are using 
cartridges against us, which they cho e rather to mutmy 
than accept at the outset, is no argiuncnt against their foolish 
sincerity of belief Once get the conviction firmly csta- 
bh bed in your mmd that your servant intends to murder 
you m your sleep, and you arc likely enough to seize lum 
when ho enters the chamber on an errand of service The 
imstako may be discovered, but the distrust remains In the 
identical ca«e of the cartridges actually m u*©, the Sepoys 
might see cau«c to alter their first impressions but, after all, 
their forcible conversion was only a matter of time and op- 
portunity The majonty of them, at this moment, think that 
their religion was in imminent danger , and if they regret 
the past, it will be that they have not made a wi»o use of 
their chances of salvation 
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TIIL BIEGE OP DLLUI WA1»T OP GUNS — PEIECTIVP INIFL 

LIGiatCL — UmMSE CEEMENCT — THE TEBEL mOCLAlIATlON — 
XORD CANNING a TVASTC TAPPra 

On tte death of General Anson the command of tlie -irmj 
devolved on the senior officer present, General Sir H 
Barnard, 1C C B This officer hod eervecl in the Crimea 
as chief of the staff under Lord Raglan, and ovas fully 
entitled, we suppose, to whatevei lionours had been con- 
ferred upon him in consequence of that appointment His 
march from TJmballa was a rapid one, but the immediate 
result was not unlike that of a workman who proceeds in 
haste to his task, and then has to sit down and wait for 
hi8 tools The troops arrived before Delhi on the 8th 
June , but the siege tram had not come up, and when it 
reached the camp, a close examination of the means of at- 
tack disclosed the fact that there were no men to work the 
guns Two modes of assault were open to Geueial Barnard 
He could m half an hour have made a breach in the waHs 
of Delhi, sufficient to admit of the passage of any numbci 
of troops, or, before proceedmg to storm, he might batter the 
place with shot and shell, till king, mutineers, and inha- 
bitants were buned m the rums The pubhc, of.course, 
wore n6t aware of the obstacles that stood in the May of the 
latter course, and the least hopeful minds looked upon it 
03 a matter of certainty that the place Mould be taken m 
ft fortnight after our army eat down before it This 
sangamo view of matters tros cncourtgod by tlie conduct of 
Govemment wbo promulgated from timo to time stones of 
the capture of Delhi, Boraclimcj glcaued from a nciispaiicr, 
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at other times from prnate mes's'iges, ind once, on the 12th 
of June, from gieat hanker at Indore ’ 

But the day rolled by without bringing the event prayed 
for bj so many thousands, and at la^t an anecdote oozed out 
through the columns of a Bombay journal which justified a 
very humble estimate of General Barnard’s fitne®® The 
general, it appears, had ordered a parade of the forces before 
leaving Umballa, at which the 5tli and GOth ]S I showed 
unmiatakeable signs of mutiny The tale of their di«afiec- 
tion reached Calcutta, and it was said that, on their refu«al 
to obey orders, they had been cut to pieces Granted the 
fact of the revolt, and there was nothing more likely than 
the infliction of the subsequent punishment , for the insolence 
and daring could know no bounds which did not hesitate to 
defy a British officer at the head of four or five thousand En- 
glish soldier^ It turned out, however, that the enme had 
been committed, and xvus pardoned The general soothed 
the malcontents mto good humour, and hu«hed up the matter 
eo far as they were concerned 

The sequel may be imagined the 5th were left behind to 
do garrioon duty, but the GOth marched imder British pro- 
tection to Delhi, and reached the rebel fortress stronger in 
men, and richer in pocket, than if thej had been aimplj 
di«mi««ed the service, like so many thousands of their coun- 
trymen, and left to get to DcUu as they best could 
have not heard whether they cici fired a shot on our side, 
but if 80 , thej took the earliest opjiortunity of apologismg 
for the mistake, by going over lo a body to the rebels, and 
heading, a daj or two afterwords, one of the fiercest a'lsaults 
made on our position 

People who knew nothing of the science of war, cveept 
so far as common 6cn«e teaches its rudiments, recogifised in 
this fatal facihtj of pardomng, and its consequence®, a 
melancholy likeness between the Governor-General and the 
Commander in Chief '\^ itb Lord Canning m Calcutta, 
and Sir Ilcnrj Barnard at Delhi, the prospect of a specdj 
tcnmnation to the rcbclUon seemed gloomj in the extreme 

It took tivcntj «ix dajs to bring the mam army from 
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XTmljalh, and the auxiliary force from Meerut, lieforo tbc 
walls of Delhi The Guidea accomplished the longer march 
in three days , the rebels performed the shorter distance m 
eighteen hours The men literally pined with impatience 
to get at the enemy , but there were no guns, no arUllery- 
men, no commia‘>ariat, and no medicine chest They were 
held fast, as if labouring under nightmare, with the Govern 
ment of India clutching at their throats The rebels 
swarmed up at leisure from all parts of the country as to a 
safe asylum They kept the roads open for themselves, 
but entirely closed to the British authorities, and went and 
came at discretion In time, the ma«tifr3 arrived, and 
watched the movements of the tiger The artillery followed 
after a season, and at some interval of space the gunner^ 
The labour commenced the tides of life began to ebb and 
flow xa the British camp battles were won daily, but the 
siege never progressed reinforcements continually ainvcd, 
but the army grew no stronger Death was fed sparingly, 
but the table was always spread General succeeded 
general, and cogmeers followed each other m the direction 
of the attack, with the rapidity of the changes in a panto 
mime, and still the batteries remained at almost extreme 
range, and the enemy came out to fight us almost daily on 
our own ground General Barnard had taken the place of 
General Aii«ion, General Bccd superseded the former by 
right of seniority General Barnard was restored to the 
command by order of the supreme Government , Gcncr4 
Barnard died, and General Reed again took the command 
of the force, to be again superseded m favour of General 
Wil«on Three or four chief engineers had been appointed, 
and at one tunc the direction of siege operations was vested 
in a lieutenant of artillery Fighting became at last the 
soUicTs’ daily work, from tho perfoTmanco of which neither 
wages nor profit were expected Tlie Government grew 
tired of announcing tho Ml of Dellu, and were content to 
hear occasionally from remote (luartcra that sickness the 
sun and the styord. had not absorhed more than the total 
of the temforeements sent from time to time T1 e naliycs 
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the Emperoi "Whoever wiU at this time gi\ c way to pusil- 
lanimity, and allow himself to be overreached by these de- 
ceivers, and depend upon their word, w ill eapcnencc the fruits 
of their submission, like tlic inliabitants of Lucknow It is 
therefore necessary that all Hindoos and Jfahoraedans should 
be of one mind in this struggle, and make arrangements for 
their preservation with the advice of some creditable persons 
Wlierever the arrangement shall be good, and with whom«o- 
cver the subjects shall be pleased, those individuals shall he 
placed in high ofEces in those places 

" And to circulate copies of this proclamation in every 
place, as far as it may be possible, be not understood to be 
less than a stroke of the sword That this proclamation be 
stuck up at a conspicuous place, in order that all Hindoos 
and Mahomedans may become apprised and be piepared If 
the infidels now become mild, it is merely an expedient to 
save their lives Whoever will be deluded by tlicir frauds, 
ho will repent Our reign continues Thirty rupees to a 
mounted, and ten rupees to a foot soldier, will be the salary 
of the new servants of Delhi ’ 

The proclamation summed up tlic entire argument m 
favour of miitmj It was the work of n man who tho- 
roughly understood the Asiatic character, and appealed to 
all the subject masses Our rule was about to be distin- 
guished by the practice of an iniquity as comprehensive as if 
wc had poisoned all the rivers and wells, or infected the uni- 
versal air Hitherto, the worst of Governments had spared 
thc.£ireat bulk of the people, from the impossibility of reach 
mg them , but there was no man so poor or insignificant 
as to escape terrible lo^s at the hands of the English, if we 
were allowed to carry out our meditated design Wo “ were 
all iimted on the point ’ and " the orders’ of the " Goa ernor- 
Gencml oa ere “absolute 11,0 people had the “ Emperor s 

^^ord for fl.6 foot, ood l,,s wisdom had devised the best 
method of averting the thnniened calamity He had killed 
all the conspimtora mlhm reach, and recommended all who 
cared to preserve them f ,th to follow 1,., impernl eaample, 
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and “not Ica^e tlio eeod of tlio^e deuls in any place” 
Double paj -was to bo the iici ei-cndmg reward of those who 
murdered their officers , unavailing regret would pcriietually 
haunt those reprobates who wcic foolish enough to give cre- 
dence to our promises If wc were “ mild/ it was “ merely 
an expeebent to save our hvc«» ” IVc had shown, in the ca«e 
of Luchnow , what w e lliouglit of pledges 

"Whilst the monarch of the Sepoys de facto iv as taking 
the short cut to the heaits and understandings of his new 
subjects, the rulei rfc jure was complacently is&iiing procla- 
mations, which were read only by the few, and listened to 
by none A manifesto was put forth warning all ch«sca 
against the deceptions that were ptaclised on them, and as- 
sciting that the Goicrnnient of India had invarnhly treated 
the religious feelings of all i£s subjects with careful respect 
The Goieinor-General m council had declared that it would 
never cea«e to do so He now repealed that declaration, 
and empliatically proclaimed that the Goicmmeut of India 
entertained no desire to interfere with their religion or caste, 
and that nothing had been oi would be done by the Goi eru- 
ment to affect the free cxercioo of the ob«ei \ ances of religion 
01 caste by every class of the people 

“The Government of India,’ said Lord Canning, “has 
never deceived its subjects thcieforc the Governor General 
in council now called upon them “ to refuse their belief to 
such seditious lic« This jiaternal remonstiance ivas ex- 
pected ,to effect much good No Sepoy can blame the 
Governor General for being precipitate to condemn or stem 
to punish Kebels witb arms in theic hands would hirdly 
expect to be reasoned willi, and treated as erring mortals, 
whose morals u ere to be mended by argument and admoni- 
tion, and the Asiatic mind fuled to imagine the real drift of 
the document They sw iii it a mere confession of weak- 
ncs« If the Government had the powei to act, tlicy would 
no\ cr ba\ e condescended to di cuss tlic (jucBtion of the folly 
of di affection itli them the time had gone by for talking 
aiulwiiting, and It would haae been well for England and 
India both, had Lord Cuming cither possessed the usual 
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sagacity of EngbsKmcn or the nevcr-failmg cunning of the 
Asiatic In either ca^c lie would have given a single em- 
phatic denial to the lumoui of lutenclcd interference with 
the native religions, and apohen out the rest of his mind in 
salvoes of great guns and aolleys of musketry Something 
more tangible than words was offered to the men who re- 
mained true to their salt. A list of functionanes was pnb 
lisbcd, who were empowered even to bestow commi'sions 
m tbe Company’a service for deeds of valour and fidelity » 
and every officer in charge of a detachment was autlioii«ed 
to promote deserving Sepoys to the non-commissioned grades 
Great crimes might and did go unpunished , but the smallest 
act performed in the causfe of law and order was certain to 
find approi al and reward 

Only a month had passed away since the officer highest 
m rank at Barrackpore had been censured by Government 
for promoting a moat deserving Sepoy to the rank of 6 ergeant> 
and now General Hcarsey could bestow commissions, and 
officers in command of detachments were empowered to 
confer the non commissioned grades So long as tlio Sepoy 
was orderly and obedient he was nnnoticed by the State, 
blit when he became turbulent and unruly his merits were 
acknowledged. Tfhatever tlio GoTcmment dreaded they 
were willing to conciliate , the general order made no men- 
tion of the Queen’s troops, because their fidelity was unques 
tionablc Being in fear for our lives, we had become “mild,” 
and were trying to “ overreach ’ the Sepoys The Baclslnh 
had warned the people tliat attempts would be made to de- 
cen 0 them, and advised them not to put trust in tlio faithless 
Fennghec It was in this sense that the natives interpreted 
what Lord Canning considered u master stroke of policy 
IIo apol 0 of clemency and gratitude, which they translated 
tta raeanrag wcafcue^s- and attempted corruption About the 
same time ho was obliged to repeal an order wluch Ind been 
> ™cl, empower, ng oil general officers. Ond officers com- 
imnding stations, to appoint courts nnrtial, composed of 
not less than fiio mtiic officcra, for tlio trial and instant 
pumshmeut of any otTcnco wludi in their judgment, reiluired 
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to be pum«licil tvithout delay It was felt to bo too bid to 
call upon the subidors and jemadars of the nimy to tiphold 
Sepoy loyalty under existing circumstance® It u ns patent 
to the Goaernor General, ns well ns to the rest of thcuorld, 
that tho native oCRcers m eacli regiment could not by possi- 
bility be Ignorant of n hat was going forward amongst the 
men, and that if, with their commissions and lives at stahe, 
not a man amongst them could be induced to tell what he 
knew, it was the wildest follj to suppose that they would have 
found by court martial their accomplicc8‘guiUj of treason 
It has been iord Canmog’s misfortnne througbout his brief 
Indian career to be incapable of distmguisbing between 
Europeans and natii os , but the Legislative Council m this 
instance corrected lus error, and passed an act by virtue of 
wluch the court martial might be composed of European 
ofticers alone, if the officer commanding thought proper 
Some weeks afterwards, when our prospects seemed hopeless 
to native ejes, his lordship thought proper to rccaU tlio 
powers he bad unconditionally vested in the civil autho- 
rities, for reasons which have not met tlie approbation of the 
thmlong portion of societj 

Of course, with a thousand stones floating about of mis- 
chief and murder, the popular feclmg in Calcutta took the 
shape of an alarm for tlic safety of the capital The pubhc 
journals advocated the formation of volunteer corps, and the 
Trades Association went up to Government on the 20th of 
iVIay, offering ** every assistance in their power towards the 
preservation of order and the protection of tlie Christian com- 
munity of Calcutta, cither by serving as special constables or 
otherwise in such manner as may appear most desirable to 
Government, and at the same time suggesting to Govern- 
ment tlvat tbeir services should be availed of m some manner, 
as tlicj deemed the present crisis a most serious one, and 
one in wluch every available means should be brought into 
action for the suppression of possible not and insnrrection ” 
In conTejang the above offer to the authorities, the secretary 
of the association described it m his letter “ as a copy ot 
proceedings and resolutions held on thcsubject of the prc'cnt 
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dfsaffection evinced by the Sepoy rcgimcnta throughout 
In<ln,” 3- rcm'irk winch his lordship took instant pains to 
repudiate. The Tiado Agsociation was thanked, and ad- 
vised to register their names at the office of the Commissioner 
of Police, av ho aaould wntc to them if their services avers 
required But,” said Lord Canning, the Governor- 
General in Council desired to assure the Calcutta Tiades 
Association that he has no apprehension avhatever of not, 
insurrection, or disturbance amongst nny cla«s of the popula- 
tion of Calcutta , and tliat if, iinfoi tunately , any should occur, 
the means of crushing it utterly, and at once, arc at hand 
«* The Goa cmor-Gcneral m Council begs the members of 
the association to believe that he is not on this account less 
thanl ful to them for the ready and spontaneous tender of 
their aid Nothing gives greater strength to a Government 
in a large community than the cordial support and co-opera- 
tion of the influential cla«se8 represented by the Calcutta 
Trades Association 

. *' The Governor General m Council is sorry to see that, 

in the letter of the secretary of the association, it is as- 
sumed that disaffection lias been cvmced by the Sepoy 
regiments tbrougUout India His Lordship in Council 
would greatly regret that such an impression should go 
abroad Not only is it certain to lead to exaggerated fears 
amongst the civil population of the oountrj at large, but, with- 
out speaking of the armies of Madras and Bombay, it is not 
just as regards the army of Bengal There aie m the array 
of this Presidency many soldiers and many regiments -nho 
have stood firm against evil example and wicked counsels, 
and who at this moment, ore giving unquestionable proof of 
their attachment to the Govemmeut, and of their abhor- 
rence of the atrocious crimes wluch have lately been perpe- 
trated m the north-west province** 

» It IS the earnest desire of the Governor-General m 
Council that lionounhio and true-hearted soldicra, irhose 
good mine he it hound to protecl, and of ivho e fidelity he « 
conridcnt, ehould not be included m n condemnation of rohcli 
and murderers ” • 
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AVTien this reply Tvas given, tlic mutiny, so far as Govern- 
ment information went, was confined to the six regiments at 
Delia nnd Meerut and the abortive attempt of the 7th Oude 
Irregular* A. month afterward^i and Lord Canning had to 
inform the Court of Directors that half the Bengal army 
were m open rebellion , had to inform the Trades A* o- 
CLation that he would gladly accept their offered aid , had to 
guard the Mint and Treasury with Europeans, and exhibit 
to all the world that he was unable to see any of the "ugns of 
the time*, and had been labouring, however uncon«cioU3ly, 
as much to -di courage the loyal subjects of ITef Majesty 
ns to afford heart of grace to Ihcir encmie* Again, on the 
25th of May, Mr Cecil Beadon replied to the addre«3 of 
the Ercnch inhabitants of Calcutta, as follows — "The 
Governor-General in Council desires roe to return his 
Binccrc acknowledgments for your address of the 23nl in- 
stant, in which you evince your attachment to her Majestj 
the Queen by placing your services at tlie disposal of the 
Government, for the common s-afety, in consequence of the 
partial revolt of some of the native regiments in the north- 
ncst proiinccs 

"Ills Lord*!up in Council regards this cxpre*non of the 
sentiments of the French community with liicly satisfaction, 
nnd feels assured that, m case of nccc'Mly, their sympathj 
vith the Bnti«h Government and Ibcir active co-operation 
in the cause of order may be entirely robed on , but he 
trusts there will be no occasion to call for their ecrMce*. 
Lrcrvtlnng is quiet withm 600 miles of the capital The 
ini»cliief caused by a passing and groundless panic has already 
f)ccn arrested, and there is every rea*on tohopethat, in (ho 
cour«c of a fen daj s, tranquillity and confidence n ill be re- 
stored throughout the Presidency ” 
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TIIE FIRST TFOCBLES IN OUDC — irEAK BrlU-VTODTS OF COrCUN' 

KENT PCVOLT OP TOE ENTIRE APSIY OP TIIE PROVINCE 

COilPARATIVE MILDNESS OP TDE PCBELS 

The force m Oudc at the commcnceinent of the outbreak con- 
sisted of the follomng troops H il. 33nd, n. troop of horse 
artillery, 2 companies of foot ditto, the 7th Light Cavalrj, 
7 regiments of nati\ e mfantry, 3 field batteries of the Oudo 
Irregular I orcc, 3 regiments of Oudc Irregular Cavalry, 10 
regiments of Oudo Irregnlar Infantry, and 3 ditto of police 
in all, about OOO Europeans and 22,000 natnes Tho last 
revolted almost in a body, but it is noticeable that the 
irregulars, who had but lately taken service avith us, were 
far less bloodthirsty than the troops of the Bengal army 
If, as natives of Oudc, they had grieiances peculiar to 
thcinselvc’, their conduct ns mutineers certainly betraj ed no 
special signs of it 

On the Sod of May, the 7tli Oude Begimcnt, stationed 
about seven miles from LucI now, refused to bite the cart- 
ridge when ordered to do so by the officer commanding , and 
again wlicn the order was rcircated by tho bngadier The 
next day the- corps showed signs of mutiny in an unmis- 
tal able way, and measures were at once taken to deal -with 
It. A field battery, a wmg of JJ saem} 

regiments of natn c cavalrj and mfantry marched against it, 
and the disaffi.ct<.d troops were drawn up m columns facing 
the gun*- They expre sed sorrow for what had occurred 
and asked for forgiveness, at tic same time giving up two 
irHoncrs and onermg to surrender forty more, but when 
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l^a^ c them punished with the utmost rigour " This last 
sentence was in allusion to the fact tint the drill instructions 
by winch biting the cartridge was dispensed with had not 
been brought into operation at Xiucknow 

Mr Grant penned a very voluminous minute on the sub 
ject He tbought it a cry likely tliat the men had been in- 
fluenced by an unfeigned dread of losing caste, engendered 
by the stones ivliich had been running like wildfire through 
the country Sepoys,’ he went on to say, “ are in many 
respects very much like children, and acts which, on the 
part of European soldiers would be blackest disloyalty, in'!/ 
have a very different significance when done by these cre- 
dulous and incons\d crate, but generally not ill-disposed, 
beings Thc‘»c men, taken from the late Oude army, can Ina e 
learned as yet little of tlio vigour of British discipline , and 
although there can be no doubt that the cartridges nhich 
they refused to bite were not the new cartridges for the En- 
field musket, which, by reason of the very culpable conduct 
of the Ofdnaace Department, liaie caused all this ezeite- 
ment, yet it may be presumed tint they wero the first 
cartridges that these men were ever required to bite m their 
lives ” 

Mr Grant’s remedy for the cnl shown in this case was to 
suspend the order for disbandment till there had been time for 
making a full inquiry intoall the circumstances He thought 
the “ dismissal of the bad characters, with the tnal by couit- 
martial of a fen of the worst men a month hence, * ivas the 
best plan to adopt , bnt four weeks after the date of lus 
minute the honourable member would be disposed to look 
on the mutiny, winch consisted only m refusing to bite the 
cartridges and then running away, as n military act which 
dc«er\ ed commendation rather than otherwise 

MHicn the dcsjntch bov came mind again, Lord Gannett'^ 
wrote a minute in which ho said « I know no instance m 
tl.o pumshment of any mau.dunl could, -auU unquea- 
tionaUc justice, Inro been midc more Bciorc , ami I am not 
.1,. peed to distrust the cfficnc, of the mea-ures because tlie 
present ferment, in running its course oicr the hiul, after 
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being checked in the Presidency, Ins shown it«elf m Oude 
nnd in tlie north-wc t I would meet it everywhere with 
the same dehbcritely measured punnhmcnts, — picking out 
the leaders and prominent offender*, wherever this is possible 
for the severest penalties of nuhtny law, — vi«iting the 
common herd with di bandment, but carefully exempting 
tho«e who e fidelity, innocence, or, perhaps, timely re- 
pentance, 13 proved Thi* ha* been the coarse hitherto pur- 
sued, and I eame tly recommend that it be adhered to 
steadily ” The rest of the council concurred , hut Jifr Dorm, 
in who e rmnd mi'givings had sprung np, said there would 
“ ■'eem to be more in the pre«ent ca e than has yet transpired 
It 13 to he hoped that the news from ifeenit (m the telegraph 
me age from Agra m this box) is not true *’ The knell of 
the Great Company had tolled, and his ear caught the faint 
sounds that were soon to reverberate throughout tlie uoi 
verse The straw on the snifiice of event*, he was guiltless 
of having can«ed the tide 

After the fall of Delhi it was universally felt that if the 
mutiny «pread it would be m the direction of Oude, where 
the irregular force, lately in the service of the kins, might 
he expected to rue against us to a man Sir Henry Law- 
rence, the Chief Comnm loner of the Province, asked for 
** plenary power*,” as soon as the mtelbgence reached Luck- 
now, and obtained them. He was made Brigadier General, 
which enabled him to a» nme the direction of militar y affair*, 
and commenced to fortify him elf against accidents Bnt hi* 
anxiety wa3 for Allahabad, Benare", and Cawnpore, with 
regard to which he was constantly communicating with the 
Government On the 20th of "May he telegraphed ** All 
verv well at Lucknow and in the di-tncL Onr position is 
now very «trong In case of necca^ity no fears are enter 
tamed.”* On the 23rd he announced that he had secured 
1 IS magazine «torcs, and had 10 days’ ‘mpphea for 500 men. 
He had 30 guna and 100 European m a fortified po«t 
called the Muchce Baun and 291 Europeans with a Euro- 
pean battcrv m cantonments and was safe except from 
external influence® All his dread was for Cawnpore, and he 
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tclcgnphcd AMthout censing to epnrc no c^pen'c m sending 
up Europeans to reinforce tlie place On tlio 29th he inti- 
mated that there was great uneasiness, and that tranquillity 
could not 1)0 maintained much longer nt Enchnou, except 
Delhi were captured On tlic 30th he receia cd back the fifty 
Europeans that had been lent to Sir llughlVliccler, and the 
next day tbc troops broke out in mutiny During the last 
da) s of Slay he was constantly n«surcd by his spies each 
night that the troops intended to rise that ca cning, and each 
morning of course showed that the talc a\as unfounded The 
sentries, howea or, were doubled, and every precaution taken to 
a\ Old surprise, and such was the effect produced by the admi- 
rable nature of the arrangements and the u elJ founded rcb- 
anco on the skill and bravery of the Chief Commissioner, that 
the people began to think there would be no mutinj after all, 
and the authorities nt Calcutta uould have backed the 
opinion freely But on the night of the 30th May firing 
was heard m the lines of the Tlst N I , and it was caident 
that the tragedy had begun From every quarter of the 
native encampments, t!ie fire of musl ctry rained hotter and 
hotter, bungalows were seen blazing in all directions, and 
officers, galloping here and there with such irregular ca\ airy 
as they could muster, were seen engaged hand to band with 
the mutineers, or trying to persuade their men to remain true 
to the r salt The Brigadier, Col Handscombo, a brave old 
soldier, who had served at the capture of Gbaznee dunng the 
campaigns in Affghanistan, and been present in all the despe- 
rate battles of the first Sikh war, was shot as he rode up to 
the lines in the hope of hemg able to persuade the tigers 
who had already tasted blood not to thirst for more of it. 
Lieut Grant, son of the CommanJer m Chief of Madras, 
was killed at his picket The rebels charged his men, avLo 
turned and fled, and one of them shot the poor youth, uho 
tottered into the guard house, and was hidden by the su 
badar under his charpoy The ruffians returned to the place, 
and were told that he had got away, but a scoundrelly 
havildar of the guard pointed out lus hiding place and it is 
needless to say he was murdered avith circumstances of 
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sivagc cruelty The firing continued throughout the night, 
tho mutineers receiving occasional reinforcements from the 
ranks of the Tlst, 13th, and 48Ui N I , but being unable to 
make the smallest impression on the weak body opposed to 
them At daybreak they had traversed the length of tho 
encampments, the whole of which was in a blaze, and had set 
fire to the lines of the 7th Cavalry, nearly the entire of whom 
then turned and made common cau‘'e with the rebels Re 
tracing their steps, tliey made a show of giving battle to Sir 
H Lawrence, hut a few round shot from the artillery sent 
them flying in all directions, and he returned to cantonments 
with a hundred prisoners, having clLa«ed the rebels till the 
suuhccame too hot to continue the pursuit During the next 
thii ty-four days ho remained cooped up in Lucknow, the circle 
of fire gradually closing round lum, and his tone of corre- 
spondence slowly changing from a sense of complete security 
to that of utter hopelosaness It seemed so impossible, both 
to the world outeide and to himsolf, that he could he left m 
Lucknow to pensh Surely Delhi would fall, and aid would 
come from Calcutta With a European regiment m addition 
to his own force, he behoved he could reconquer Oude, and, 
after the marvels performed by our troops, wo can hardly 
ventore to doubt that he would have forced a way through 
all opposition But the vital error wluch pervaded all our 
military operations was the attempt to hold fortresses instead 
of merely looking to the saving of lives Lord Canning had 
made it a war of posts He would give up nothing, and yet 
could defend nothing At the outset Meerut and Agra 
might have put down the insurrection, even after the muti- 
neers had po8&essiou of Delhi, if the Government had only 
disarmed the Sepoys, trusted the defence of the women and 
children to volunteer guards, and made forced marches on the 
rebel capital Again, had Lucknow been given up tor the time, 
"Wlieeler and Lawrence combined could have hold their own 
at Cawnpore, and we should have been spared the worst of 
the Indian tragedies The junction of the two detachments, 
the easy advance of NciU with a flying column in June, or 
the aid of the Ghoorkas, each or any, would have sufficed, in 
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all human probability, to Ba\o ua 
But it ^\a9 fitcd to bo otherwise 


bitter <in(l una\ ailing regret 

No succour came through 


all the weary June, and on the 2nil of July Sir Henry 
Xianrencc marched out against the mutineers with ncarly'flH 


his force He reasoned that, if the native troops nerc 
staunch, he might c^cn succeed in rai^ng the siege, and if 
they joined the rebels, he should have so many less of useless 
mouths to feed from his slender stock of provisions The 
e\ent justified his fears Tlic traitors, artillery and infantry, 
turned upon him as soon as they got well outside the de- 
fences, and it was uith difficulty that he got back to coier, 
seriously wounded, and witli heavy loss to his little band, 
who, however, by springing a mine, blew up a great number 
of the eneniy On reaching hia quarters, Jie sat down and 
wrote to Government, detailing the particulars of the action 
and the perilous state of affairs, but making no mention of 
hi8 own hurt Two days afterwards he died, to the infinite 
loss of the public service, and the sorrow of all ranks of 
Englishmen 

The 17th N I , stationed at Goruckporc, and the 22 nd at 
Eyzabad, agreed to rise at an early date but the latter 
resisted the solicitations of the 17tb either to kill their own 


officers or send them away on the road by which it was ar- 
ranged that the 17th should march on Fyzabad A company 
of the latter was sent to Azimguih with 60,000/ m silver 


and on arriving at that place they killed a couple of their 
officers marched mto the lines and there being joined by tlie 
rest of the regiment, they plundered the treasurj , containing, 
we believe about 70 000/ m addition, and then broke away 
for Fyzabad, slaughtering as a matter of course, every 
European who came in their way Their approach to that 
station was duly announced, and on the night of the 8tli 
Tone a couple of guns fired b, the 6lli Oude Irrecruto 
Infantywarned the Sepoys of the 22na that the time had 
arrived for Mlilhng their contract For several nialifs 

tcniu? liattery with Lmii 

tenants C irr c and Perceval had slept at the (inarter guard 
with their guns in readiness , and Colonel Lennov, command 
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march Via Dumabad upon Lucknow^, Tvlierc wc expect to be 
joined by the people of the city ” lie added, “ proclamations 
have been received from the King of Delhi, informing all that 
ho 13 once more on the throne of Ins father**, and calling upon 
the whole army to join his standard Also that Eajah Maun 
Singh, under whose guardianship the ladies at Fyzabad placed 
themsehea, had been appointed Comraandei-in Chief m 
Oude ” The suhadar further said, ** You English have been 
a long time in India, but you know little of us "We have 
nothing to do with "Wajeed Ali or any of hia relations , the 
kmga of Lucknow were made by you The only ruler m 
India empowered to give sunnuds is the King of Delhi , 
he never made a King of Oude, and it is from him only that 
we shah receive our orders 

"When the whole of tlio European officers had stepped 
into the boats, the station resumed its usual aspect The 
suhadar major, as chief of the station, drove about in the 
late commanding officer's carnage, and each sable hero pro- 
moted after this summary fashion to be captain or lieutenant 
annexed the cattle and vehicle of Ins predecessor, the rule 
of entail was pursued, the estates going with the title The 
band played nightly at mess for them the extra pay of the 
musicians being defrayed from the Company’s treasury 
Guards were planted and parades ordered as usual, and 
perhaps the Sepoy would have been pu'^zled to tell what he 
had gained by the change of masters The fugitives started 
for Dmapore in several boats, but there appears to have been 
a aad want of concert between them They were numerous 
enough to have made a stout resistance had they kept to 
gether hut they left at various times and lo'it the advantage 
of company and counscL The majority of the hapless souls 
were killed some by the rcTolted troops, and others by the 
villagers, and the narratives of the escape of those who sur 
vived, teem with examples of exquisite sufFennn- and upex 
peeled Bueoour The HajaliMani. Singh, whom the Enrfi h 
had imprisoned and the Kingof Delhi had promoted. 6 l.o°wcd 
himself a fast friend to our race, and not only made advances 
of money to vanon, officers, but repeatedly supplied escorts 
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lo bring them to n plnce of safety, much against the Avill of 
hi3 gwn adherents, tvho seldom omitted to taunt them anth 
their failure m the attempt to destroy the native religion 
At Sultanpore the 15th Irregulars gave notice to their 
commanding officer, Colonel Fisher, that they intended to 
mutiny, in company avith the 12tU N I and Oude Pohee 
Corps The Colonel avas one of the most popular members 
of a service in avluch all commanding officers avho succeed 
are favourites avith their men Above all native troops, the 
fidebty of the Irregulars arould Lave been vouched for , and 
above all commanding officers, Sam Fi«ber, ’ ns he avas po- 
pularlj termed, avould have been voted the la<«t man to lose 
hi3 corps by mutiny A bentenant only in H. SL 29tb, be 
bad avon his rank of brevet lieutenant-colonel three years 
since, by dint of desperate bravezy The record of his 
services shoavs that he avas prc«cnt through all the Affghan- 
istan campaigns in 1842, the occupation of Cabul, and cap- 
ture of l«talifr, in the battles of the Sutlej in 1845 0, arhero 
be avas severely avounded, and in the second Ponjaub avar 
All the e dangers he had passed through, and avas now to 
die by the hands of miserable traitors Pmdmg that bis 
expo tulations avere of no avail avith his men, be turned 
Eorroavfully away from the groups he had been addre^'ing, 
and rode in front of the 6th Oude Locals, avbo avere breaking 
up, with loud ebonts to seize the Treasury A volley saluted 
bis arrival, and he fell nddlcd avjth balls, but survived to be 
carried off in a palanquin, id avhicb it la «!aid be was finally 
killed by hi3 own men, who cut up tbcir <«econd m command, 
Captam Gibbing®, and fraternised with the re«t of the mnti- 
ncers Black and Strogan civilians, took refuge in 

a native hou«e, but were turned out, and also cut down 
Captain Bunbury, commanding the 6th Oude Locals, had 
takes the precautios to hare a boat is readiness, and, hastily 
pushing off, c'capcd the fate of many of his brother officers 
and fnends. 

Another popular officer who fell by the hands of the rebels 
was Lieutenant Joocpli Clarke, second m command of the 
3rd Oude Irrcgulara. lie had di«tingmahed him«elf by 
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killing tlic notorious Fiirtl All, a dtcolt, wlio had set at 
defiance for years the police nnd the tniops of the King of 
Oiulc, and had at la9t.di«plnycd his indificrcnco to conse- 
quences by the nuinlcr of a llcngal ci\ilian. Tdeutenant 
Clarke avas stationed at an outlying post during the mutiny, 
nnd the tidings of defection llirougliout tlio proaince reached 
him before Ida men got to bear of it. As nmatter of course, 
be kncaa' tliey aaould riso^as soon as tbey received tbe nens, 
and bis first care, ibcrcforc, avaa to send off Ids brother 
officer at the station, avith the a\ omen nnd children, to a place 
of safety. That done, lio arnited quietly till the Sepoys 
came foravard, and said they must follow the example of tho 
re«t of the rcgiinenL They arent on to assure Idm that 
they arould not allow a hair of Ids head to he harmed, and 
that of course he could take what things he pleased away 
avith 1dm. The parting aras arranged in tlic most amieahlo 
manner, and^Licutenant Clarke, with a couple of servant*, 
who remained by him, started off to the nearest station of 
Ijuropcan*. On their avay down, they aa ere crossing tho 
Gogra, avhen they saw, on the opposite hank, a regiment 
of infantry, and, looking back to t!»e shore they had just 
quitted, a squadron of caaalry was obseracd occupying tho 
riaer’s edge, and effectually cutting off their retreat. There 
was no help for it but to go foraannl, and in a few minutes 
they w ere surrounded by tho rebels. The natia c Command- 
ing officer merely inquired Ids name, and ordered a dozen 
men to take him out and shoot Iiim. The servants lljrcw 
themselves on their faces, and, with pa«sionatc tears, implored 
Ids life. They spoke of his bravery in battle and unvarying 
kindness of heart, and how loath the corps were to part with 
him. The rebel leader gave his assent to all tint was said 
in fus prisoner’s favour. He, too, had heard of “ Clarke 
feiJirfo,” inti wira\i laove been to save 'him, but tbe 
English were killing every black man who fought 
against them, and his orders were to retaliate in every 
instance. Tlie poor yonng Mentenant knew tint Hs doom 
was fixed, and made no appeal lumself to more tlieir com- 
passion. He only begged that his aword and medal might 
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irNCCirSS STAT» 0FALIAIIAB\I> — MUT1V\ OF Tlir Gtii 1-— 
THE 811 nc A>D SlASiVCRC OF CiV'M'OF.E. 

*Onf. Mcmng jibout the latter end of Maj*, a ri^cr etcimcr 
filled soldiers belonging to the 1st Madras rusillcrs, 
ftrri\cd alongside the railway wharf at Calcutta. They had 
been sent for in great haste from Mndr.ts, and were now 
on their way to Benares. The night train to Rancegungc, 
distance 120 miles from Calcutta, was just about to start; 
and one of the oflicials told Colonel Neill, the commanding 
olHccr, tint unless he could get his men on shore in two 
or three minutes it would start without them. The reply of 
Colonel Neill was an order for a fdo of men to take his 
informant into custody. The man shouted for assishince ; 
and the stokers, guard, and station master crowded round 
to see what was the matter, and were each in turn stuck up 
against the uall with a couple of bearded red coats standlnf' 
sentry over them The colonel next took possession of the 
engine, and by this senes of strong measures delayed the 
departure of the train until the whole of his men were 
safely stowed away in the carriages. The occurrence fur- 
nisTied a great deal of amnsing gossip in Calcutta ; and there 
were men wh? saw in this act of Colonel Neill indications 
of a wigonr and decision of purpose to which they had 
hitherto been unaccustomed. The ” Friend of India ” said, 
“We ivould back thst ecryant of the Company ae being 
egnal to n case of emergency But no one knew the real 
value of tills eaarople of Zubberdustee, the phrase for small 
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tynnnicg, till Bomc wccl..s after, vrlicn it was found that the 
safety of the fort and city of Benares was entirely owing 
to the stoppage of the railway train Colonel Neill armed 
at Benares just ns the mutinous elements m the fort had 
drawn to a state of fusion Ihc natuc corps consisted of the 
37tli N I , the Loodiannh Sikhs, and the 13tli Irregular ca- 
a airy, opposed to which there were only three guns of Major 
Olphcrt’s battery, 150 of II M 10th, and a detachment 
of forty Madras Fusiliers It had transpired that tho 
37th N I intended to rtoo on the night of tho 4lh June , 
and tho authorities took their measures accordingly A 
parade was ordered at five o’clock, for tho purpo«c of 
disarming them, the ailiole of the troops being m attend- 
ance Brigadier Ponsouby commanded the station, hia 
appointment a short time previous ImMng been the subject 
of much heartburning in the Bengal army, and of a reference 
from tho Supremo Council to General Anson nsto the reasons 
for It Luckily for himself, but hardly so for the public 
and tho service, tho brigadier fell ill when tho moment for 
decisive action armed, and the command then devohed 
upon Colonel Gordon, of the Sikh regiment, who was 
ill turn superseded by Colonel Neill, in the course of tho 
afternoon of the 4tli At first there seemed no cau<»e for 
apprehending resistance on the part of the 37th, a portion 
of them appeared on the parade without arms according to 
order , but one or two compauics wero piling their muskets, 
when a few men of the corps opened fire on tlicir officers 
The rest followed their example , and the fight commenced 
ill earnest Tho Sikhs were counted upon ns being loyal, 
but they were seized with an unaccountable impulse, and 
pomed in a volley upon the Europeans The little band 
sustained the English reputation Eighteen or twe'nty 
rounds of grape were delivered fiom each gift m the course 
of a few nunutes, a crashing discharge saluting the Sil hs 
as three times in succession they dashed up to tho muzzles 
Tic Iricgulars ranged thcmscUcs on the side of the mu 
tineers, and the boldest spirit might well haio shrunk from 
that unequal contest , but native daring, with the advantage of 
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ten to one in niimlicrs, qniilcO beforo tlic indomitablo cotin"e 
of ibcLiigltsli Licutcmnt-Coloncl Spottiswootlc, of tlic37t)i» 
took n couple of port-fires, nml set fire to the SepO) linci , 
fliul the being strong nt the lime, the liuling-placcs of 
the mutincer'i were spccihly m a bl'isc In a feu xuintitcs 
the afiair una over, nlul the men of the three regunenta ucrc 
swarming out of the fort m crow<l«, uith the loss of 100 
1 lUril and 200 wounded, thecaeuaUics on our side amounting 

onl) to eight Jlnjor Guise, of the 13lli Irregulars 
murdered by one of his own men wliile he was hastening 
to the parade, and two olTicorsT^nsigns Chapman and Ilaj ter, 
were scaorcly wounded During the mutinj a portion of 
the Irregular caaalry and Sikhs stood firm , and next day 
250 of the latter, and a considerable number of llic ca\nlr), 
returned to the fort and begged to be forgi\cn Tlicir 
statement was that they had acted in supposed fear of their 
lues shghlcst intention of disobeying orders 

The excuse was accepted, and the Loodianah regiment, 
like the rest of the Sikhs, have since done good service and 
performed all that could be expected from brave and loyal 
soldiers A company of them were on guard o\ er the collec- 
tors cutcherry, where the families oftho Europeans had taken 
refuge, and the treasure was kept, but Soorut Singh, one of 
the prisoners taken by us m the last Punjaub campaign, w ent 
amongst them and persuaded them not to nso m mutiny, 
winch they were strongly inclined to do on heann" that 
their bhaees had been so Bercrely dealt with A reward of 
Ps 10 000 was distributed amongst them for their be- 
haviour 00 tills occasion , and by dmt of unlimited bangings 
and other measures of a quieting character, Colonel Neill 
contrived in two or three days to dissipate all fears for the 
safety of Benwes Whilst he Was engaged in the work of 
pacification, the Government, true to its instinct of con- 
founding time and place, sent orders to him to push on to 
Allahabad ,^but the reply conveyed by telegraph was, « Can t 
move-wanted here ” Lord Canning needed somebody who 
could think for himself and the Government as well , and m 
Colonel Neill he found tlie requisite individual e shall 
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Calculla of tlic ^Iccnit outbreak, tlic attention of Govern- 
ment >vn3 drawn to the elite of AUiliabad. Tlii8citj,nhich 
13 eituitcd at the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna, JS 
considered the Kcj of the lo«cr provinces. The inhabitant*, 
amounting to about 75,000, arc inidc up cbicflj of JIu»*id- 
mins, priestly Bribniin*, and religious mcndjcinls. The 
nrocnil, situated in the fort, is one of the largest in India, 
bl^ing arms for about 40,000 men, and numerous cannon. 
Under a xvhc administration, sueb a place would be rightly 
looked upon aa a post of strength and importance ; but a fort 
can scarcely be called impregnable that has no gunners to 
defend it, and at the period in question there ivas not a 
single artilleryman in Allalmbad 

The steps to be taken under tbe circumstances formed the 
subject of anxious debate at Government IIou«c Benares 
could afTord no help, having only men enough to work » 
single battery, and Cawnporc was distant twelve marches 
The native troops m the fort numbered about 500 men, of 
whom 500 were Sikhs, and the remainder belonged to the 
0th N. I , the rest of the latter regiment being quartered in 
cantonments With the exception of (bo magmino staff, 
there was not a single European soldier in the place. The 
treasury offered a tempting prize ; and what would the Court 
of Directors and the world at home say, if fortress, gun*, 
arsenal, and money were lost under such circumstances? 
The Govcmor-Geucral acknowledged the magnitude of the 
danger, the military secretary saw no means of arresting 
it. Nowhere could help be looked for, except at the cost 
of sacrifices not to be thought of. The Supremo Council had 
no suggestions to make, and the official conclav c was broken 
up in despair, when it occurred to a non-military gentleman 
that he had seen, when going up Uie Ganges some years back, 
European aitiUerymen belongmg to tbe veteran battalion 
at Cliunar, a place less than sixty miles from Allahabad 
The militapr secretary was informed of this feat of memory, 
and poureff out his blessings on the wondrous head which 
contained such a store of knowledge The valuable reminis- 
cenco w-is commumcatea forthwith to Lord Crnnmg, who 
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recognised its importance, indon tlic lOtli of^Inj si-^ty nine 
old veterans, the }oungestof ANliom an as probably not less 
tban fifty years of ngc, wctc burned off in a steamer under 
Captain Hnclewood, and armed m due course at Allahabad 
Their gun®, on tlio night of the mutiny, sai ed the foit and all 
that It contained, and for three wcel s the dilapidated old 
soldiers manned their battenes eierj night, thus ju=ttf)ing 
our countivmen at home, who occasionally adopt phrases 
nhich imply a belief that tlie Engli h empire in India owes 
more to good fortune than to ability for its continuauce 
On the afternoon of the 6th of June, a parade of the Cfh 
N I , who had volunteered to fight the Delhi mutineers was 
ordered, for the purpose of reading out to the men the general 
order of Loid Canning, conveying lus thani s for their loyalty 
and good feeling When the paper was finished, the Sepoys 
gaic three cheers, and in less than four hours aftenvaids 
tliev had murdered seventeen officers, and all the Nvomen and 
children they could find, and marched off to Delhi, the band 
playing “ God save the Queen ’ 

The commanding officer, Colonel Simpson, liad exercised 
all his authority and powers of argument to persuade his 
subalterns and the public that the men were what they pre 
(ended to be , and hence the amount of loss sustained 
Perhaps he scarcely thanhs destiny for having preserved his 
oun life and tl at of his family under ®ucli circumstances, but 
It was not the fault of Ins faithful Sepoys that his name has 
not been erased from the Army List. He was saluted like 
the rest, with a perfect storm of bullets, but managed to get 
into the fort unhurt Meantime the officer m command 
there acted with promptitude and decision The guard at the 
mam gate was composed of eighty men of the 6th, who of course 
VOT/gad. t'i ta tbyew 'ywarides. , h’St. a 

ment with two guns were sent to guard the bridge of boats 
until a couple of six pounders could be brought up to the 
main gate and loaded with grape shot, and then, the veterans 
f icing them nith port fires Igliled, they were summoned to 
guc up the r am ® At fi’^t they hesitated, but an intima 
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Don from Cnptnm Ilnslcnood, Ihal only n few moments 
pmeo would be allowed tlicm, bad the dc"jrcd efilef TUe^ 
laid down their ioubI ctfl, and marched out to join in theworh 
of destruction Thnnka to tliccncrgj of this inralid Captain 
and of the unattached Lieutenant iJrayser, in command of 
the I'eroreporc Sikhs, not a soul insido the fort avas injured 
'1 hej had taken the precaution of closing the gates against 
egress for the last two daja, and it was well they did so, for 
tho rebels at Ilcnarcs had sent a man to inform the Sikhs 
how their countrymen of the Loodianah corps had been shot 
down bj Colonel Neill, and had ho gamed admittance, there 
13 but little doubt that they would ba\c joined the mutineers 
and thus insured tho destruction of all of European blood 
Wo liopo tint, arhen jiislico is administered to our Irave 
defenders, the service of these gallant men will meet reword 
ns well as appreciation 

Tor miles around Allahabad the country during tho next 
two or three days presented nothing but scenes of devasta 
Don Every bouse belonging to the English residents was 
burnt or gutted, and property to an enormous amount de- 
stroyed "What the City thieves and sepoys left was looted 
by the Europeans aud Sikhs, who apparently could recognise 
no difference between friend and foe m this respect Tlie 
^ork of destruction was earned on with impunity under the 
very guns of the fort , and supplies which would have enabled 
General Havelock to reach Cawnpore a week earlier, were 
utterlydestroyed or scattered There werelCOOsiege bullocks 
belonging to the commissanat available on the 57th of May , 
and on the 20th of June the Military Secretary was obliged 
to write to the officer commanding at Senarcs to do his 
utmost to collect carnage for Havelocks force, 150 
bullocks would be required, which must be taken off the 
road where they were employed at that time in assisting the 
bullock tram The valuable godowns of the India General 
Steam NavigaUon Company were thoroughly sacked , and 
costly furniture, of no value to the plunderers, was sraaslied 
to pieces for the mere love of mischief These did for pri 
vatc what the enemy had done for public property Dranl cn 
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fifty Lnficld nfics earned iliamny into tlicu ranis 'Iltcj 
tidvanccd alittlo nearer, ami received n eccotid diBclnrgc, after 
nlucli tiicy turned and fled back again, tlio as^'uhnts being 
prevented only from storming llicir position by the heavy 
fire of Iho guna maidc i!m rebel Sepoya had cxhnuatcl all 
their cartridges, .and had cut the telegraph wires into slugs, 
the peculiar sound of which rather tried the nerves of some 
of our bravo Irregulars 1 inding it liopclcss to assault the 
rebel worl s, the small force slowly retired, indicting as 
much mischief in the retreat as m the advance All this 
while the volunteers* had been doing their portion of the 
combined nork m the most satisfactory manner, and it is 
bard to say wbetber ns incendiaries or soldiers tbcir scr- 
•vicoa were most useful In an incredibly short time they 
bad set firo to the >Yholc of the disatTcctcd portion of tho 
*toun, and destrojed some bnndrcds of the cncmj, fighting 
their way back to the fort without the loss of a sjiiglo man 
For the next four da }8 advantage was taken of tho cool 
hours in tho morning and evening to harass tho rebels, 
until the ^louUio found that the place was too hot to hold 
him, and made off with his forces llis nephew was tikcii 
prisoner by the Sil hs, ubo had been wrought up to the ut- 
most exasperation by cruellies committed on tuo oi three of 
their comn Ics a ho had etrayed into the town Tlicy brought 
the captive into the fort, when the fellow made a snatch at 
an ofliccr’a sword, with the intention of cutting him down 
T! 18 was provocation enough to induce his caj tors to set at 
nought the rules of war , and they literally trauu led him to 
dentil 

Up and dow n the line of road from Allnlml ad, tho gallon s 
and the imi«kct were employed from monnng to niglit 
llcmforccmcnts, na they hastened to join tho gammon, ucro 
t-ontvnually halted for U c ^ iwpo*c of disperajng bands of iiia- 
raiilcwi, tho iri^oncrs taken having merclj l!io ndvanla q 
cfnn hours evtra existence ^ 

Iho I hilo-ophio mine incrclinnts of ralciitti. who nny ho 
-01 to Inotv tvhol ftjlc of policy 1, nioit hkcly to mcr- 
tiiio tl cir Countrjmeii i„ thn cmcr^cncj, Imo Ticen hctinl 
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with , and n detachment of the Nana’s troops, con^i^tmg of two 
guns and two hundred mycebs armed with matchloch<<, n crc 
stationed as a guard over the treasury The “epoys had pre 
•viously refused to allow the General to remo^ e the treabure 
to the intrcnchmcnt**, assuring him that he need not be ip 
prehen®ivc of an attack upon it by the Budma«hes of the 
surrounding country, as they would defend it i\ itli their liics 
Declarations of loyalty on tlie port of sepoy regiments haic 
been construed by experience to imply a settled intention to 
rebel at the first faTOurablc moment , but if poor Sir Iliigli 
IVhccler read the character of Ins men tnily, the know Icd^o 
could be of no service to him He bad but ti\ o companu.3 
of Europeans and eight guns, was short of pro> isions, and 
hampered with the presence of a helpless multitude lie 
took, then, in good part the refusal of the Sepoys to gii c up 
the treasure to the collector, and, looking about for sucli 
means of defence as were at band, «at down to await the 
coniing of what might be in store for him Up tv as not kej t 
lonj» m BU9pcn«c On the morning of the 5tli of June, the 
TV hole of the native troops broke out in open mutiny Qhev 
began by burning their line*, and then made for (he cutcherr) 
where the treasure wa^, one of the regiments staying behind 
to hold Sir Hugh \Vhcelcr m check, and prevent lum from 
sending a-wistancc to the collector Aflcr a while the treasure, 
amounting to 170 , 000 /, was packed on clepl ants and carts, 
the reserve cimc up, and about midday the whole force 
together with the niijcebs and the Nana Sahibs two gun*, 
moved off in the direction of Delhi Up to thia timt tlic^ 

I al commuted no act of violence, and it w oul 1 appear tli it 
tl c Nana had first meditated n ra| id retreat w itli Ins j lunder 
to a 1 Ucc of rafet} , but if fo, be soon clian,,cil ! is mm ], an I 
• rclamcd next morning to Cnwnporc, 1 alting within tiro 
milea of the Intrcncl ment* llis ovrn furer wav now m- 

nrascdtotTiO men with four gun*, and I? e w?i lo bcnlj of the 

inutmecrs ranged thrmselrr* under 1 is nuthoritr Dcfacli 
m™t. <,r ct.lr, tent Into the town Bn 1 cinlonmcnlB 
1 1 .iBT .11 ihn I nropnsn., I j.-t „„ 1 conitrt. 

...1 .<t Crt In tl B , . TIic 1 „„ 1 1b„,„ , r,„„„,Iv 
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at the time, and when the housra were fired, a few moments 
sufficed to set the whole m a blaze The noise of the 
wind, the roaring of the fire, the wild cries of the mutineers 
maddened with excitement and raging for blood, these min- 
gled with oaths and prayers and shrieks of anguish, formed 
an atmosphere of devilry which few of oyr countrymen 
would wish to breathe again A few of the residents fought 
with the fury of dc&pair, but they were a handful against 
many thousands of enemies, and silence gradually settled over 
tha place which a few hours previously was fair and flou- 
rishing 

The Nana proclaimed himself by beat of drum sovereign of 
the Mahrattas, and planted two standards, one for Mahomed, 
and the other for Huneyman, the monkey god of the Hindoos 
Some 2000 Mussulmans repaired to the former , but only a 
few budmashes took service under the latter Their next 
stop was to proceed to the palace of the Nawnb of Cawnpore, 
avho was suspected of being well affected towards the Euro 
pcans The- gates were blown open with cannon, the palpco 
thoroughly ransacl cd, and the nawab made prisoner, after 
uliich they took up a position in front of the intrenchmcnt«, 
and began to cannonade Sir Hugh Wheeler But ond 
feeble gun was able to reply to the increasing weight of 
artillery daily brought against the beleaguered garrison , but 
c^e^y time that the rebels attempted an assault, they were 
in\aiiably beaten back with heavy slaughter The heroic 
band daily expected relief, and fought as if the safety of the 
empire depended on their individual bravery 

Whilst the roam body of the Nana’s troops closed round 
the intrcncliments, and cut off every avenue of escape, the 
Nana Sahib whetted his hopes of revenge by daily mor«eld 
of pleasant taste and flavour He was accustomed to send 
out parties in the district to search for Europeans, and when 
these were brought in, no matter r/hat their age or sex, the 
boon of speedy death was never granted 

An rnglish lady with her children liad been captured by 
Ills blooilboimda, and was led into lus presence Her husband 
had bccD murdered on the road, £nd she implored (he Is ana 
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for life , but the ruffian ordered them all to be taken to tlic 
maidan and kdled On the rrij the children complained of 
the sun, and the lady requested they might be taken under 
the shade of some trees , but no attention wag paid to her, 
and after a time she and her children were tied together and 
shot, with exception of the youngest, who was crawling oi cr 
the bodic'’, and feeling them, and asking tliem why they had 
fallen down m the sun The poor infmt was at last killed 
by a trooper* 

To cut off nose and cars, and hang them as necklaces on 
lus poor miserable victims, was one of the mildest punisb- 
ments inflicted by tins gentle and highly educated Ilinddo, 
who, if Buflicicnt time bad been allowed liim, would ba%e no 
doubt in\cntcd over ogam all the modes of ancient and modern 
cruelty Amongst other strokes of his good fortune was the 
arrest of a band of fugitive^, numbering about 12G souls, who 
'tvero making their waj from rutt^ghur m boats on the 
Ganges ife compelled (hctii to come on shore, promising, 
ns usual, protection for life and property, and, when they 
avere collected together, ordered lus men to commcnco the 
work of slaughter The women and children w ere despatched 
* vltli swonls and spear#, the men were ranged in line, witli a 
liamlioo running along the whole extent and i».a«sing through 
each man’s amis, which were tied behind his hack llic 
troojKjrs then roilc round them and taunted ihcir MCtiins, 
rciding them with the grossest nl u«c, and gloating o\cr tlic 
tortures they were about to inflict, ^^hcn weary of Mtu- 
I>cratif n, one of them would d echarge a pistol in the face of 
a caj tire, who«c fhattcred hca I would dn>op to the nght or 
left, the bodj meanwhile being kejt u{ right, and tl c blood 
nnJ brains l>e>pitlcnng his Jiving neighbour# I he next 
|>cr#on #e1eelM f r ilaiightcr would iKrluaps I e four < r fi\o 
jnee* distant, nn 1 in thw wav the Cm Is eontnsed to j rol m » 
f ,r seseral hour# t! c 1 omhlc contact of ihc dea 1 nii 1 the 
Ikii ?; -Sol « sn I il C ‘.J ,b tl mini 

I'c „«!. cf ihcllm'co. for tlic i of f», nur Lcnoircil uiion 
1 in * 

I cr torctr too wcorj Jo,, 0,c littl porti- i 1 cll tl cr 


OIAP I. MQHT \KD SILENCE CLOSING rOUND 


139 


own, full of heirt nml hope It vrns impo«sibId to believe 
tint aid would not come before the hour when the la'st 
round Ehould have been fired, '^nd the last ration of food 
con umed Lucknow was but fifty miles off, and Lawrence 
might give up the almost hopeless ta^k of preserving it and 
brmg a reinforcement sufficient to raise the siege Delhi, 
it was thought, must have fallen witlim a few days after 
our troops appeared before it, and the first rumour of tho 
approach of the victorious column would scatter Jhe Mah- 
ratta and hia follow era to nil points of tlic compa«9 Al- 
lahabad was but 120 miles distant, and the tramp of British 
soldiers w ould be beard some glorious night, hurrying for- 
ward to therescue Yam bopesi The days went and came 
and brought no help, and one morning towards the clo*e of 
June, men whispered to each other in Calcutta that the 
struggle had tennmated, and none were left to tell the talc 
The news was carried to Government, who at first affected 
incredulity, though it afterwards turned out in thi% as in 
other ca«eg,tbat they were fully informed of the catastrophe, 
but shrank from revealing it to the public. For the nest 
ten days we were taunted by capectations contmually re- 
newed, that the report would be found untrue, until, on the 
morning of the 7tb of July, Lord Canning permitted the fol- 
lowing notice to appear in the Calcutta papers " Allahabad, 
July 5th Colonel Jveill reports that he had receiied a note, 
dated mgUt of the 4th, from Major Henaud, of the Madras 
Tuailiers, commanding tlie advance column sent towards 
Cawnporc, that be had sent men into that place, who re- 
ported on their return that, in consequence of Sir Hugh 
IVhcelcr being shot through the leg, and afterwards raortallv , 
the force had accepted the proffer of safety made by tl c 
Is ana Sahib and the mutineer* The Is ana allowed them to 
get into boats, with all th^ liad, and three and a half lacs of 
rupees, that after getting them in boats, fire was opened on 
them from the banh, and all were destroyed One boat uot 
away ten miles down the nver, wa« pursued, brought back 
and all in 1 er taken back into barracks and «hot One old 
lady was nli\c on the 3rd, at Fntlehpore ” 
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TUE OUTBREAK IK EOmLCOND. IKGRATITODE' AKd” HATRED Ol' 

THE SEPOTS AKD rOPULACE. STRAKGE COJiDCCT OP THE lOxn 

NATIVE IKFANTOT. 

The revolt of tl\e troops stationed in PoKilcund vras dis- 
tingaished by instaoces of siDgular baseness and treachery. 
The force consisted of the 8th Irregular Ca%alry, 16th and 
68th N. L, 6th company 8th battalion Native Foot Aftjl- 
Icry, and No. 16 Light Horse Field Battery, stationed at 
Bareilly ; a detail of Native Foot Artillery, and the 29th 
Native Infantry, at Moradabad ; the 28th Native Inftntry, 
and a detail of Native ArtiUcry, at Sbahjehanpore ; the CGth 
Ghoofhas, and tlie 3nl company 8th battalion Native Ar- 
tillery, at Almucbj the whole amounting to about sis thou- 
sand men. Of these all but the Ghoorkas at Almorah 
rebelled on the 30th and 31st of May. 

The news of the outbreaks at Meerut and Delhi caused, of 
course, great excitement amongst the Sepoys in every station 
throughout India; and Bareilly, which isonly 152 miles from 
the first-named place, felt the full force of the mutinous 
wa\c. The 8th Irregulars were nearly nil Pathans, from 
the neighbourhood of Delhi, and caught the iflfeclion at once ; 
but still the authorities were codvinced tbat..sliould the ser- 
vice of the troops be required, they ** would act as good and 
loyal soldiers.” Brigadier Sibbald wrote to Qilcutta on the 
23rd of May, that they ** were labouring under a great de- 
pression of spirits, caused by the fear of some heavy punish- 
ment they imngined Government was about to inflict upon 
them.” He remarked tint no open act of thdrs had rendertd 
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tlicm linUo to puni-Iimont ; unil ot n genml ptndo ndilrc =cil 
tlicm on tlic fiuLjcct, Epol»e oftlicgood nnd eustsincdinfcntjon* 
of Go\crnmcnt tonanls ti>cm> nntl bcgpcd of tJicm to 
from llxcir niinda tlics cau^clc** drcnd that pcrvndcd llicm 
The brigade received these assurances with tlic greatest 
Apparent eitisfaclion The natne oflicers told him that 
thej had “commenced n new bfc,” and in the fulnc«s of his 
heart he added in a postscript to his dcspatcli “ I cannot say 
loo much la’^rai'c of the 8tti Irre^lar Ca%alr^ , tUcir con- 
duct 13 beyond pru®c, and I should feel much gratified should 
Government consider them worthy of their tiianks ” The 
Government did thank them Mr Col\in authorised the 
brigadier toa«snrc them publicly, that** nothing that had hap- 
pened since the coinincnccmcnt of the recent agitation had at 
all slial cn his solid confidence lo their fidelity and good con- 
duct” Uc nas glad that the strength of the Cavalry had 
been increased, and wished to know what officers and men 
could be rocoramended for promotion The despatch was sent 
off in Jue cour«e, and twenty-four hours afterward*, avhilst 
the Sunday chimes were nngmg, the brigadier was mg heed 
leas in the sun, shot through ihe heart by t1 e very men whoso 
vi elfaie he ^ as so anxious to prorootc » * 

The Eurojican officers, with one exception, shared imam 
inously in the confidence felt bj the brigadier, until tbe very 
moment of the outbreak It was but of little use for mili- 
tary men to encourage mi^giviogs, for they were tied to the 
stake, and must wait till the signal was given for their 
mas acre The Sepoys took every precaution that they 
could think of, both to avoid giving alarm and to increase 
the number of tbcir Tictwns When they had laid all their 
plans, and j laced men under a bridge to murder such of the 
English as might chance to pa*3 that way , had blocked up 
the Eutteghur road and told off two compames to surround 
the house o5 the commanding officer o! the tiSth, they spoke 
to their officers about bringing back tbe women and children 
who 1 ad been sent to the hills on the first symptoms of 
discontent being nsible All was quiet now thej said, and 
signs of distrust injured the good name of the regimcntl 
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There ucre not, howeyer, wanting some who were faithfal 
to their oaths The havildar major of the 68th was sent bj 
the subadar-major on the 29th of hlay to inform CJolonel 
Troup, his commanding officer, that, nhilst bathing in the 
nvcr that morning, the men of the 18th and 68th had 
sworn to Use at 2 o’clock that day, andjnurder their officeis. 
The Commi«3ioner of Eohilcund, Mr Alexander, had neae 
to the same effect, and all tlie Europeans in the station were 
duly warned of their danger The cavalry wete assembled, 
they seemed apparently well affected, and the day pas ed 
over without any disturbance The nest day, Colonel Troup 
was informed, that the troopers had sworn not to act agam«it 
the artillery and infantry, but that they aoulil not harm nor 
ruse their hand against any European Still hts tidings and 
his apprehensions were ridiculed The commanding officci 
of the attiUcry v-as certam that there was no cau e to doubt 
bis men, though ho was told tint his pay havildar had 
nddreosed a letter to the 18tli and 68th, calling upon them 
in the most urgent terms to rise and murder iheir officers 
If they neglected this sacred duty, the writer said, the 
Hindoos were to consider that they had eaten beef, and .the 
Mnssulmnns that they had tasted pork With equal blind- 
ness, ilajor Pearson commanding the 18th N I assorted, 
at 8 A M on the 31«t, that Ins men “were all right, and 
tliat he had every confidence in them ’ At II o clock ho 
had shared the fate of Brigadier Sibbald 

bicitlier the Government at Calcutta, nor Jlr Colvin, saw 
any nii«cliicf in allowing tliou'^ands of disbanded soldiers to 
wander about the country It was bo much money saved 
in the monthly pay accounts, and the appearance of the men 
in the stations and villages, instead of being an incentive to 
w.’iV.w^ , ’Rwa’A Vw. e. 'K".rA'.wg wgawt tlva oC vt 

The fugitives from other corps pa* cd through BarciUj in 
great numbers jyst before the outbreak, and influenced the 
minds of the men bj all kinds of atones with reference to 
the intended destruction of caste, and the advance of Euro- 
pean troops to dcatroj all who rcfu«cd to obey 'nic«c ru- 
mours were confinned 1 y tlie Sepoys of the Uarcillj regiments 
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on their return from furlough about the eimc time, and at 
last a rising -was detennined upom On the Sunday morning 
appointed for the rerolt, the Sepoya nhstained from going to 
bathe as usual, on the avowed pica- that they would "'be 
wanted in their lines at 11 o’clock, and precisely at that 
hour, a gun was fired by the artillery, and the whole of the 
cantonment was at once in arms. The guns were turned, on 
the officers’ houses, and the Sepoys spread themselves in skir- 
mishing order* with the \iew of hindering the escape of any 
whom they had marked for slaughter. The sentry over the 
mess room of the 18th fired at the officer whom he had just 
saluted. Those who u ere fortunate enough to make their 
way to the cavalry lines thought they were safe, and after a 
time spent in deliberation, during which the work of murder 
and destruction was going on, it was decided that they 
should make their way to the hill station of Ifynee Tal, 
distant about ninety miles. The cavalry accompanied them 
for some miles, and then asked to be allowed to turn and 
charge the mutineers. Permission was given as a matter of 
course, and under the command of Captain Hackenzie,*they 
rodi back till they reached the rebels, who had a gun and a 
green flag. They were ordered to chvrge, hut the sight of 
the symbol of their faith was too much for their lingering 
feelings of loyalty. They halted and began to murmur, 
ending the parley by turning their horses’ heads and ranTjnrr 
them-elvcs on the side of the mutineers. The gun u as now 
brought to bear on the little group that still closed round 
their officers, and they were told to ride for their lives, a 
suggestion which they were not slow in obeying. When 
the mutiny was complete, an artillery subadar was made 
commander-in-cluef of Rohilcuod, and a rajah was found in 
the person of a retired company’s judge, IDian Baliadoor. 
This man, who was in receipt of a considerable pension, 
turned to account, like the Sejioys, the knowledge he had 
obtained whilst in the service of Government He seized 
Messrs. Baikes and Robertson, the judges of Bareilly, and 
having tned^them in due form, had them found guilty of 
heinous offence*, and hung. The sanio fate uas inflicted on 
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]Mr "Wyatt, the deputy collector, author of “Pinch Koun 
Khin,” the Indnn Gil and upon miny others 

The 19th rose at Shahjehanpore on the same day, ind 
«nrronnding the church whJst divine service n is being per- 
formed, they hulchered the greiler part of the congregation, 
5nd murdered tl>e remainder in the course of their flight from 
th^ stition The 29th, it Mooradabid, remained quiet till the 
3rd June, and then followed in the wnhe of r^elhon They 
hid previously done excellent service igain“t the mutineers 
throughout the district, but the cause of the Sepoys hid be- 
come national, ind they were honnd to support it A little 
while, and they would neither hive pay nor plunder, the sihib 
logue n ould be dnven out of the country, and rational Sepoys 
would enjoy their wealth Actuated, then, by consider- 
ations of religion and rupees, they made for the treasury on 
the morning m question, but finding only 25,00Pf , they were 
about to blow the treasurer away from a gun, when tbo 
judge and tbc collector interfered Baulked of their plunder 
and prey at the same moment, the Sepoys were funou 
They presented their muskets at the two ci\iliin«, and would 
have shot them, had not two native officers rushed forwards 
and reminded them thit they Ind sworn on the Ganges 
■water, not to touch a hair on the head of any European 
Jhc eanctity of the oath was sullenly admitted, and the 
Sepoys retired with their booty, ginng the residents two 
hours to leave the station A detachment of the Blh lire 
gulars formed part of the troops at Mooradabad, but thc«o 
instead of mutating tbe example of the re'*! of the regiment, 
mattuted, and rode off with the civilians and ladie« to Jvynec 
Tal The officers of the 29th were afterwards e corted bj 
a part of the regiment to the ®amc station, not a man being 
Tfijoied an ■ati'y TVay 

The Bircilly mutineers were six weeks on their way to 
Delhu They made for the Ganges at Gurroucklc«cr, but the 
nicrwaa swollen and they had to wait for the means of 
cro^^ing Tliey had with them 700 carts laden with treasure, 
the plunder of all the treasuries of Bolulcund, and twche 
miles off laj more than a lhon«and Englidi “oldier*, but 
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untlcr tlic orders of General Ilcwilt It i** said tint nn 
officer oHcrcd to preaent them from crossing, if the general 
\\oiild onl) gi'O him fifty men, but tint voiild ha%c left 
onl} clc^cn hundred and fifty for the defence of the station 
against the had clnrictcrs of tlio surrounding country, and 
the galhnt chief felt that he could not run such n ri«h 
After stajing some dijs at the Ghaut, one of the rebels 
BIN am across, and scircd a small boat. By the aid of the 
j arty whom he ferned over, two more bonis ns ere gained, 
and the three sufiiccd to transport the whole three thoufinnd 
men, Mith their wealth and stores The work was done 
leisurely, there being no need to burry the operation 

In no instance, jerhaps, has the wajwnrdncss and inex- 
plicable nature of the Bengal Sepoja been more fidl^ cx- 
I ibitcd than m the ease of the 10th N I stationed at 
Puttchgliur Children m impul«c and tigers at heart, 
ewajed by a breath and deaf to the most exciting appeals, 
wo find them at one moment standing up for their officers 
against all comets, and njlUng to incur all Ti«Le m their 
behalf, and at the next, without an atom of proiocation, 
readily joining to murder them and their helpless little ones 
The following stril mg narrative fi*ora the pen of a cor- 
respondent of the MofusiUite, will enable our readers to 
gam an idea of the labour and anxiety requisite to keep n 
‘ Etauncli ’ regiment in the right path The conclusion 
of the story, which, we supply from other sources, la no 
Ic s tragical than that of a score of other episodes of Sepoy 
fidelity — 

“ All was right at Futtelighur up to*the 3rd June The 
residents were much alarmed and many had provided boats 
in which to slip away after the regiment had mutinied and 
were looting the place, which they appeared to think an 
inevitable event The dightest rumours were believed ind 
repeated with additions, and as the news reached of mutiny 
at Luclcnow, and massacre at Shahjehanpore, the panic was 
at Its height, and many families elept in their boats on the 
caening of the let and Sod On the afternoon of the 3rd, 
information was received of the arrival of a party of inaur 
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gents at Goo=aingunge, where tUeyhunit the D \1.. bunga 
low and the hou'se of the Teh«ecldnr The ci\il residents 
all rushed to the boats Colonel Smith and the officers of 
the 10th K I wert into the lines to be with their men, and 
resolved not to lea%e them a moment The roads were 
blocked up with hackeries, &.c, and the regiment was ready 
to turn out, and proceed to any point at which danger might 
appear The night pa-jeed over quietly "When the eun 
rose the station was deserted, and the fleet of boats was 
gone About 12 p ai a village was ■'een burning on the 
other side of the nicr, and the nati\es "ay, that then were 
the anchors weighed and the sails shaken out to the wind 
It was necessary to make arrangements for the care of 
public property The Treasury, with two and a half lacs, was 
taken care of and removed to the Tort The clothing agency, 
containing stores of cloth, worth sei end lacs of rupees, was 
looked after, as well as the jail, containing upwards of a 
thou and pri oners. News came in during the day that the 
mutmeershad advanced about six miles towards Futtchghur, 
but on hearing that the *old Duflels,’ who are looked upon 
almost as infldcls for haung volnntccrcd to proceed to 
Bnrmah, were anxious *to look them in the face,* they 
turned off towards Chilbranow for Delhi The treasure 
was coni eyed to the Port about 9 a Ji , when, from some 
misunderstanding, coutrarj orders, or something, u e cannot 
tell what, there was a little disturbance in the line-', and 
down mailed a party to bring »t back n ct or»m , the 
officers accompanying, trying to restrain them Colonel 
Smith had ndden doivn with the treasure , when he saw the 
excited state of the men, he very wi«cly gaic waj , they 
merely said, they would protect it and the regimental colours 
in tVio oj/toi rat, Vral vwA \/t> up m w feat. 

went back, men, officers, and treasure, without any mischief 
1 aving been done, but not without creating alarm, ns wc 
shall sec presently It had been arranged, bctu ecu the 
iwagislratc and colonel, that the men should base an advance 
of pav , but "Mondaj and TaC'day hav ing been native holidays 
they hal not received it 
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“ C'lptnin Vjimt, of the 2nd Liglit Cn'olr}, who wns on 
Im waj from the lulls to Cawniwre, volunteered Ins ecrMecs 
to Colonel Smith, and he was put m charge of the Treasury 
and jail The business of getting nn advance of pay gave 
cmploj ment to the minds of the men, and w hen they were a 
little quiet, the colonel ■mounted a rostrum, and addressed 
them on their conduct m the morning The old Sepoj s hung 
their heads with Bhamc, and laid the blame on the young 
lads of the regiment All promised notliing of tlic kind 
should occur again Towards afternoon the men were once 
more shaken, by di'corcnng that during the tamasha in the 
morning, no less than four of their ofBccrs had di«appearcd, 
clc*ierteJ their posts in tho hour of dinger, when the com- 
manding oflicer required all tlie assistance which could be 
rendered to him The Sepoys became suspicious of being 
deserted by all their officers, and watched their movements 
hi 0 cats watching mice Everything was done to reassure 
them, the officers waif cd about and talked Some of tho 
ladies drove on to the parade, to show that they were not 
gone with the fleet, and the men became satisfied once more 
Had this regiment behaved ill, it would hai c been caused by 
the civilians deserting their posts, and that they were kept 
quiet, was entirely through the ndmirable coolness, tact, and 
discretion shown by Colonel Smith, and the fact of the 
officers having never left their men for a moment since 
"Wednesday evening We have had alarms and reports 
without end, but through the blessing of God, all is quid , 
and if He gives quietness, who then can mike trouble? 
IVe expected that the budmashes, from across the river and 
the neighbouring villages and the city, would tal e advantage 
of the unprotected state of the etation, and fire the bunga- 
lows Nothing of the kind has occurred A few tbinf^a 
from Maharajah Dhuleep Sing's estate liave been plundered, 
as tbe park ranger bolted, leaving everything to its fate , and 
wo have sustained an irreparable loss m our poet who is 
gone we know not where Perhnpa our fugitive m,y turn 
up m time it Cuunpore, md they may be glad to heir 
through your columns that their property is. up to tlio 
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jircscHt moment nil fife. AVc Ime hid no in for 

scicml dajs, ami Know nothing of what 1 % going on in the 
ncighhonrlng ftation*. 

“JimeGtli. — All rigid. Sepoya tlii* morning, of their own 
.iccoril, on the piradc, aworc on Gungi I’ancc and Korui 
rc^pccfncly, to ho true to their fill, nc\cr to desert thtir 
four colour*, and to protect the ofTiccra who lii\ c been faithful 
to them, nilh thtir li\cs. 

** The nimea of the fuvir ofliccrs !mo been rcmo%cd from 
tbo rolls of the regiment, as being * absent without lca>c.’ 
A considcrablo quintity of the Mahimjih’s properly his 
been found in the i>o‘‘*c«don of Ids mootsudJie ; he stole the 
property, and then reported tint the phcc hid been looted 
by the Sej>0)8. Six V.M., all quiet. The old Sciwys hue 
come to an understanding with the young hind*, infbnning 
them tint if they do an} thing to injure the chiractcr and 
nimo of the regiment, they will lhcm*clvcs slioot thu 
joungstcra without ceremony. 

“Sunday pi««cd OTcr quietly. Hcird tint some of the 
fugitives hid taken rcftigo with Hurdco Hindi, a remind ir 
of ICu« 40 wra, and tint the rest Kid gone on to Ciwnj>ore. 

“Jfoudiy raoniing, 8tlu — The prisoners bite refu*cd for 
several niglita to be locked up. JIany Ime got rid of their 
iron", and some of the worst characters were eicitmg the 
rest to resist authority. They pulled down eorac brick w ork, 
and wens pelting the Scjhijs, when Captain Yibirt went 
duwu. He told them to go into their sleeping cells, or he 
w ould make them. They begged him to try it on, saluted him 
w Ith a shower of bricks, and cillcd down blessings on lum-clf 
and family in the niti\c rasluon. The Sepo^a fired; and 
after compelling them to take refuge inside, they brought 
out the ringleaders and shot them. Two were under sen- 
tence of death — and the olycct was attained at the smallest 
possible expenditure of life; only sixteen killed; but these 
were the greatest budmi»hcs in the jaih The prisoners arc 
all quiet, submitting to be re-ironed ; hippy, and looking as 
if nothing had occurred. The Sepoys were os obedient ns a 
w ell-ordered family. They fired when ordered — ceased firing 
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^^l^cn Udtlcn, nnd would harc^^eliot c\cry prisoner there at 
the command of tljclr ofiiccr. 

“ Jnil continues quiet. "We arc all, Sepo^ s, officers la<li(“*» 
and children, in good hcallh and spirits, and arc truly grate- 
ful to God for all Ida htc mercies aouchaafed to ua ” 

Ten dajs after the list entry in the aboic journal, the 
faithful lOth Jnd joined the Many of them, after 

sharing the plunder of the regimental cheat and the treasury, 
i\cnt to their homes, hut a part of both regiments united in 
an attack upon the entrenchment in which the Europcana 
took refuge. For eight dijs the little band of Englishmen 
fought without an hour’s intermission, and had they continued 
the defence, their lives would probably haio been saved, ns 
they had thoroughly cowed their assailants, whose ammuni- 
tion also faded} but want of rest and the loss of their best 
men disheartened them, and on the night of tlic 4th of July, 
they left the fort and dropped down the river. Their flight 
was perceived, and the enemy followed in large boats 
Kumbers were killed by the Arc of the rebels, or drowned in 
the attempt to escape, but the bulk of the party got away, 
and were induced by the promises of Nana Sahib to land at 
Bbitoor. We have .already chronicled their fate in one of 
the darkest pages of the catalogue of Hindoo iniquity. 
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The 9lh N I , fltationc<l at AUygurli, about thirty miles 
south of Delhi, revolted on the 19th of Jhy They 
hid been tempted to n^c by a religious mendicmt, but 
two of the men to wliom he iddrc««cd hmieclf, took him 
prisoner, and earned him before the commanding ofiicer, 
who ordered n court martial to eit upon him instantly 
The proofs of guilt were clear, and llic sentence of death 
was ordered to be earned out next morning At tho 
appointed time tho regiment paraded, and the criminal was 
brought out and bung, no man appearing to feel aggne^ ed 
at his fate , but before they were marched off the ground, 
the rifle company, which had juH been relieved from tho 
outpost of Bolundshur, made their appearance, and a Brah- 
nnn Sepoy, “tepping out from the *ranl s began to harangue 
his coinradea on their cowardly wickednc’S in liaving be 
trayed to death a holy man, n ho came to «ave them from 
disgrace in this world and eternal pcrthtion m the next 
Some commanding officers would, perhaps, have «!iot the in 
cendiary on the spot , but in tliia ease the fighting pnest was 
allowed to finish lus speech, and when he had made an end, 
the whole corps were converted to liia way of thinking 
They seized the treasury, brol e open the gaol, and ordered 
all their officers to decamp instantly, on pain of death, doing, 
however, no bodily barm to any of them The next that 
was heard of them was communicated from Delhi, uhere the 
regimental number of the 9th was found on tho bodies of 
some of the most daring a^sadantB of the Briti«h army 
X. 4 
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The regiments stationeil at Agra were the 3rd Europeans, 
and the 44th and 67th N I The Lieutenant-Governor, 
writing on the 22nd of May, was of opinion that things 
would remain quiet in the capital of the North IVcst, though 
he believed that if they were left to themselves, or were to 
ideet with the mutineers, the Sepoys would sympathise, and 
unite themseU es with the revolt There had been a great deal 
of excitement amongst them, and they had undoubtedly been 
inflamed by a deep distrust of our purpose “ The general 
scope of the notion by which they have been influenced,” 
said Mr Colvin, ** may be expressed m the remarks of one 
of them, a Hindoo, Tewarree Brahmin, to the eflTect that 
“ men were created of different faiths, and that the notion 
attributed to us, of having but one religion, becau e n e had 
now but one uninterrupted dominion throughout India, was 
a t) rannical and impious one ” Mr Colvin, n ho saw ei en 
clearer than General Hearsey the character of the prevailing 
delusion, entertained a diflTercnt opinion from that of the 
gallant offleer, w itli regard to the possibibty of er idicating it 
lie held a parade of the troops on the 13th of May, and 
spoke to them m a f imiliar way, several times afterwards, 
upon the subject of the manta that bad seized them, and 
offered to giie discharges to any uho were still di^atisGed 
on the subject “ They all at the moment,” declared them- 
Hclics content willi the explanations gixen, but little imprc'i- 
sion uas made upon them mrcality,a3 was shonn eight dijs 
afterward*, when a company of each regiment ro«c at Muttra, 
thirty six miles from Agra, murdered their officers, burnt 
the cantonment", and plundered the treasury of 70,000/ 
This occurrence put an end of course to any doubts concern- 
ing the course that ought to ho pursued, and next day llio 
tn o regiments were assembled on the parade ground at Agra 
nnl di'armwl, an indignity to which they submitted witli 
great reluctance Mr Cohin was weak enough to grant 
furloughs to such as chose to a"k for them, whicli of course 
mcluded ibc whole body Tlirce day s' march brought them 
to Delhi, where there were arms lu abundance, so'hat the 
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6a\ mg of two tliou®and muskets rras all that could bo claimed 
for the cau«c of Hw and order. 

This appears to have been the la«t publie ecnicc thaf 
hfr Colvin performed Under the pressure of a great emer- 
genej, Aihich he saw no means of meeting, his energies gave 
n ay, and he ceased to influence the character of public c^ ents 
lie took no pama to keep open a commimication witli Delhi, 
which could have been easily arranged for, or to knit together 
the “cacred strands of authontj in any portion of tlie ex- 
tensive country under his care He felt deeply the ccn«urc 
cast upon him b^ Lord Canning, for issuing his famous pro- 
clamation of pardon to the mutineers , but if he erred on the 
side of mercy, his policy bad at least this advantage oier 
that of Lord Canning, that it was euggeslcd fourteen daj s 
and not tUlcc month®, after the first outbreak of rebellion 
On tbe 24th of Slay ho n rote ** Ou the mode of dealing n ith 
the mutineers, I nould slrcnuoudy oppose general seicnty 
towards all Such a course would, as we arc unanimously 
convinced by a knowledge of the feelings of the people, ac- 
quired among«t them from a variety of sources, e«trangc the 
remainder of the army Hope, I am firmly coni meed, should 
be held out to all those who were not ringlcidcrs or actively- 
concerned in murder and violence Many are in the rebels’ 
ranks becau<®e they could not get away, many certainly 
thought we were tricking them out of their caste , and this 
opmion IS held, however unwisely, by the ma. a of the popu 
Htion, and even by «omc of the more intelligent cla-'^c® 
Never was deluMon more wide or deep JIany of the best 
soldiers in tbe army, amongst other*, of its mo®t faithful 
section, the Irregular Cavalry, “how a marked reluctance to 
engage m a war against men whom they beUeve to have 
been misled on the point of rehgious honour A tone of 
general menace would, I am persuaded, be wrong The 
Commander m Chief should, in my view, be authorised to act 
upon the above line of policy , and, where means of escape 
are thus open to tho«e who can be admitted to mercy, tbe 
remnant will be considered obstmate traitors, even by their 
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own countrymen, who will liwc no hesitation in aiding against 
them I request the earliest answer to this message The 
subject IS of vital and pressing importance ” 

The following day Mr Col’nn, alarmed by the defection 
of a part of the 1 st Gwalior Cavalry, Ins only effective borsc, 
a\ho«c flight to Delhi ** 5 c\crcly complicated his position,” 
impressed by his knowledge of native feelings, and “sup- 
ported by the unanwwoua opinion of all officers of experience 
in Agra, took upon himself to issue the following proclama- 
tion, “under the belief that seventy would be useles'', and with 
the view of giving a f ivourable turn to the feelings of the 
Sepoys who had not as yet entered against us.” A w eighty 
icason was the total dissolution of order, and the loss of any 
means of control in every district Uis latest letter frona 
IStcerut was seven days old, and he had not recei\ed a lino 
from General Anson 

“ Soldiers engaged m the late disturbances, who are de- 
sirous of going to their own homes, and who gi\e up their 
arms at the nearest Government civil or military post and 
retire quietly, shall be permitted to do so unmolested 

“ Many faithful soldiers have been driven mto resistance 
to Government only because they were m the ranks and 
could not escape from tlieoo, and because they really thought 
tbcir feelings of rcbgion and honour injured by the measures 
of Government. This feeling was wholly a mistake, but it 
acted on men s minds A proclamation of the Governor- 
General now issued IS perfectly explicit, and will remove nil 
doubt on the®e points Every evil-minded instigator in the 
disturbance, and those guilty of heinous crimes against 
private persons, shall be punisbetl All those who appear in 
arms against the Government after this notification is known 
shall be treated as open enemies ” 

The Governor General telegraphed the next day to stop 

the i3«uc of the proclamation and do eicrything to cliocl it-i 

operation, except in the cases of those who might have already 
taken advantage of it An improved proclamation was sub- 
stituted, consisting of a preamble and three patagtaihs, as 
follows —“The Governor General of India m Council con- 
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sidcrs tint the proclamilion issued nt Agn on the 25lh in- 
stant, and addre'^cd to tho'^c soldiers who have been cngagctl 
in the late disturbances, might bo so interpreted as to lead 
many avho Imc been guiltj of the moat atrocious crimes to 
expect tint they will be allowed to escape nnpunialicd 
Therefore, to avoid all risk of sncli misinterpretation, tint 
proclamation IS annulled by the Goacrnor-Generalm Council, 
ivho declares as rolloA\3 — 

“Every soldier of a regiment which, although it has de- 
serted its post, ha"* not committed outrages, will receive free 
pardon, if he immediately deliacr up his arms to the cml or 
military authority, and if no heinous crimes be shown to lias o 
been perpetrated by Inmoclf personally 

** This offer of free and unconditional panlon cannot he ex- 
tended to lho«e regiments which have killed or wounded 
their officers or other persons, or whicli have been concerned 
in the commi«8ion of cruel outragc^ The men of such regi 
roents must submit themselves unconditionally to the autho- 
rity and justice of tlio Government of India, 

“ All w ho before the promulgation of this present proclama- 
tion may have availed themselves of the offer contained in tlio 
proclamation i«sued at Agra on the 25th instant, will enjoy 
the full and unreserved benefit thereof’* 

In his reply to this me '*agc, Mr Colvin begged that the 
preamble of the amended proclamation might he omitted, on 
the plea that openly to undo any public act of his, where 
really no substantial change was made, as in this ca<*c, would 
fatally "“hake his power for good ** His tune,” he said, was 
tom by a thou®and distraction®,” and he could not always frame 
his ^vord3 as perfectly as he could wi«h The request was ac 
ceded to, and a mere notification made at the end of the new 
proclamation, that all former offers of pardon by local autho- 
rities were cancelled , but, as it turned out, both announce- 
ments w ere only waste paper Not a man ever came forward 
to claim the benefit of the greater or the lesser act of grace 
Two months later. Lord Canning, when he had exhausted 
the utility of hanging and blowing away from gun®, tried 
his sole hand at conciliation, and was not more eucce sful 
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tlian ISIr. Colviu had been. It was his lot never to excite 
gratitude or fear. 

The framework of.socicty in the Ifqrth-^Vcst fell to pieces, 
and men held life and land by the law of the Btrongest. The 
zemindars and the Tillage communities who had been dis- 
possessed of their estates or holdings by civil suits, entered 
again into possession. Old feuds were recollected and avenged. 
Old landmarks were cverynbere obliterated. Settlements 
and title-deeds, the record of the decree and the property 
which it rejnescnlcd, were swept away. Government liad no 
existence, and order no rallying point. The ruler of thirty 
millions of souls had no voice for good or evil, except within 
the boundaries of Agra, and lho::>e were soon to be contracted 
to the narrowest apace. After leading for some weeks 
a harassed hfo in the city, and virtually losing a battle 
without the walls, Sir. Colvin saw the gaol opened and its 
population of three thoxisand let loose over the country, the 
cantonment burnt, and the town sacked ; and tlien, betaking 
himself to the fort, was doubtless glad when death came and 
brought oblivion of the world’s troubles. He died on the 
Cth of September last, loved and respected as an-individual, 
but not missed as a statesman. 

The 15th and 30th N.I. mutinied at Nusseernbad on the 
28th of May. They were counted amongst the most faithful 
soldiers of the state, and there was not an ofScer with 
them who would not ha\e vouched for their honesty under 
any circumstances. That quality !wd been often praised by 
their superiors; but it was not of a ^cry durable kind, eeein" 
that tiie two corps rose in reheUion a fortnight after the news 
of the Delhi outbreak had been tcceived at the station. The 
15th were the first to commence, and seized the guns, which 
were charged by the let Bombay Lancers, hut without effect. 
Four officers of the latter were killed and wounded, but none 
ot the men, — a fact which can only be accounted for under 
tlio idea that it was understood that the cavalry should not 
take the guns and that tfic Sepoys should not fire on the 
horsemen. After the 15th had been firing at their officers 
for n couple of hours, and had burnt the cantonment and 
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thrcitcncd to tltnck tlic 30t!i, whom tlicy ntljurcd bj c^cry 
sncrcd tic to fight for tbcir religion, the litter got tired 
of holding out, nnd took pirt in the revolt The colonel 
eummoned the Kuropem and native ofllccrj to the front, nnd 
the litter bcggcil of them to flj with all liialc. There wi3 
no other cour*e to pursue; and the Luropcins mido off to 
Bciwr, where some of the SOtli cime a fea diys iftcnvird*, 
nnd laid down their arma AVhen the officers left, the vil- 
lagers tnide their nppcarince m armed gmg*, nnd plundered 
the "tition The two regiments, w ith six gun®, 8ub«cquentl^ 
mide their wiy to Delhi 

The Kecmuch brigade mutinied on the 3rd of June 
They conaiatcd of the 4th troop, Ist brigade of Ivitivc 
IIor«e Artillery, the left wing of the l^t Cniilrj, 72nd 
K I, nnd the 7lh Regiment of the Gwalior Contingent. 
For eonie days the force hid been in a «litc of grent ngi- 
tition, and the jicoplc in the bazaar fictl in crowds on (lie 
30tU, believing that the S«.poy« had n«co Their fears were, 
however, quieted, and Colonel Abbott, commanding the 
72nd, held a durbar on the 2od of June, which was attended 
bj all the officers of the native regiments In answer to lus 
remonstrances, they assured him that the cfrene«cencc hid 
entirely sub idcd and tint all were perfectly quiet, including 
the artillery, who had repacked the ammunition which tlie^ 
took out of the limbers that morning They were di mi««etl 
with injunctions to take care of their men, but, at eleven 
o’clock the next morning, llie signal guns were fired, and in 
a very '‘hort time the cantonment was in flame* The Sepoys 
clo-^d round the officers and their families wlio were advi'^d 
to go into the hou«e of a jemadar in the lines with a new, as 
they afterwards thought, of keeping them together till the 
word was given to murder them, but one of the native 
officers came into the place, from which he turned them out, 
and told them to hasten away for their live They took 
the advice, and, accompanied by a handful of faithful men, 
reached a place of safety Tlie rebels joinetl the Nu&«eeribad 
troop , and earned the guns and the treasure to Delhi 

At Ivngpoxe a plot, whidi had been in agitation for three 
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months, for the murder of every Europenn in the station, was 
discovered just as it was about to be carried into execution 
The conspirators had organised all the details of the rising 
and posted the men who were to carry out the design 

One of the Rissalah, the authora of the plot, had been 
sent to endeavour to induce the Ist N I to join them , but 
thej, true to their salt, resisted the temptation, seized 
and confined the tempter, and spread tlie alarm The 
ringleaders were instantly appnsed of the discover}, 
and two of them hastened to the houses of the European 
officers to give the alarm, hoping by this stratagem to elude 
detection. The alarm was gi\en on the night of the 13th of 
June, and the massacre was to have commenced an hour or 
two afterwards Of course, immediate steps were taken to 
guaid against the consequences of an attack The 32nd 
N I , which had marched to Kamptce, together with 
dcfachmonta of artillery and cavalry, was recalled The 
arsenal, which contained an iramenec quantity of arms and 
warlike stores, was guarded by only fifty Jladras Sepoys, 
who were now strengthened, and gun^, double shotted with 
canister, were placed m position Thirty thousand pounds of 
powder were destroyed, to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the insurgents The Scetabuldcc hill, which the Commis- 
sioner had wished to dismantle, was ha«tily occupied, and its 
guns, commanding the city as well as the treasury and 
arsenal, overawed the conspirator', who had counted upon 
finding the Europeans an easy prey So confident were they 
of Buccc«3 that they had allotted amongst themselves the 
wncs of their intended victims, and settled the proportion in 
wl ich the treasure, nraouoting to about 150,0007, should be 
distributed On tho 17th of June, the irregulars were dis- 
armed without resistance, and a proclamation was issued, 
ordering the inhabitants to give up their arms within fi\c 
da>a. Jlorc troops arrived at the station soon afterwards, 
nnJ the leaJcr. were tried nnd hung, not a Innd being raised 
in their behalf, though tl ere could ho no doubt that thej lia 1 
tl.c sympathies of nearly the enUre population, ^o further 
nttcnipt at rctolt was made in the capital of Nogporc 
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At Siiigor, llic .Tnl Irregular* fllet, anil 42nJ N. I., Mere 
stationed under tlio conumnil of Ilrigadicr Sige. IIo 
Ind a compnnj’ of J^uropcan arllllor^, and a iminbcr of 
oflicers, unable of course to make an} cfiectual resistance. 
On tlio 29tb of June tbc lirigndicr lno^cd into tbc fort with 
Ilia guns and tbci\holo of the Kiiropein population. The 
nathc soldier}’ took ad\antagp of the ab-'cnco of control to 
loot the treasury and cautoumenta. The Ilrigndicr nas too 
arcak to go out and attack them, and ivna afraid that if he 
fired from the fort the walla avoiild fall down from the con- 
cuS'ion In this emergency, he called in all the ofllcers, the 
ScpO}a of the Slst loudly complaining of the desertion of 
their natural leaders. They said they were desirous of doing 
their duty, and ga\c the most signal proof to that cfTcct by 
attacking the 42nd ten <la}8 afterwards. Not an oHiccr of 
the corps was present j but with the aid of forty troopers who 
remained faithful, nod four Englishmen, who joined them 
and brought some cliuprossics to a«sisf, the Slst utterly 
routed the rest of the rebels, inflicting great loss upon tlicm, 
and captured a largo gun and some elephants, which they 
gaac up to the authorities. The Sepoj character Is inex- 
plicable enougli .at all times, but here avas a new phase of it. 
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THE ADSIINISTRATIOX OF THE FUKJAUB. — LORD CAKTOlfG AND 
SIR JOnN RAWRENCE. — THE ORGANISATION OF THE SIKCS. 


Tnc difference between Lord Canning and Sir John Law- 
rence lies simply in this, that the one never succeeded, and 
the other never failed, in anything he undertook. The con- 
trast of the two men exhibits Bomclhiog marvellous. But for 
Sir John Lawrence, Delhi would not have been taken j but 
for Lord Canning, Cawnpore would not have fallen. The 
one creates means, the other only dissipates them. The one 
finds everything within his own bmin, the other can glean 
nothing from the whole outside world. 

At the time of the Meerut revolt, there were eight British, 
and twenty-five native regiments in the Punjaub. The former 
\\ ere neatly all sent on to Delhi, the latter entirely broken up 
or disarmed, and not above a dozen European lives have been 
taken, by mutineers except in fair fight with our countrymen. 

Three days after the outbreak at Meerut, the 45tli and 
57th N. I. rose in mutiny at Ferozepore. They had pre- 
viously avowed their determination not to use any more of 
the cartridges, and the news of what had occurred found 
them ready to be up and doing In imitation of their gallant 
black brethren ; but happily there was no second General 
Hewitt to be dealt with on this occasion. The sifms of in- 
suboTdmation had not cscnjicd the notice of the military 
chiefs, who wisely prepared at once for the worst. Tliere 
was oply one corps of Europeans in the station, II. M. Gist; 
but IbU, ujitb tbo European ahaicry, araa quite Bufficient 
to vindicate tlio claims of justice. As a prclimiitaty step, 
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tlic wives and clnldrcn of Europeans were o^ered into the 
intrcnclied magazine; and tliis being done, the tne regiments 
were paraded and ordered to march to their .respective 
cantonments. They refused to obey, and made for the 
magazine, a company of tlic fi7th N. L, on 'duty Inside, 
throwing over ladders and ropes to assist them in scaling tho 
outer walls. Three hundred of tho rebels made their way to 
tho interior,* and with loud ehoutf rushed to the ordnance^ 
stores 5 but a company of tho Queen’s troops stood in tho 
way, A dctaclimcnt of five files fired, and knocked over 
six of the assailants ; *and the remainder rcfiiiired no second 
reason for getting out of harm’s way. They next tried to get 
in the rear of the little band, but with no better success, 
and were eoon flying in all directions. Now and then 
clusters of tho Sepoys outside would bo seen crawling on 
the top of tho walls like beetles, but only to bo brushed 
aw.ay with the butt-ends of tho European muskets. Tho 
party inside who had invited their appearance, were of 
courao dlsguslfcd with this eumnwry mode of extinguishing 
a plot that had cost some trouble in Intching, and prepared 
to do battle with the delighted Englishmen; but the sight of 
the levelled muskets, backed by Lieut. Angelo’s two guns 
loaded with grape, quelled their ardour, .and they promptly 
flung down their arms and were inarched out. Before the 
night set in the contest was over ; the magazines of the mu- 
tineers were blo>m up by the artillery. The 57th were en- 
tirely disarmed, and 200 of the 45th sent in their arms and 
colours. The next day the rebels avenged thcmsches by 
recommencing the task of burning the bungalows ; hut that 
was soon put a atop to. The 10th cavalry who stood firm 
throughout the affair, and the Gist, cut them up in all.dircc- 
tlons. The country round about Ferozepore is a level 
plain. for many miles, and afforded no cover to impede the 
pursuer®. ' For weeks after the occurrence of the mutiny, 
fugitives from, the 45th-wcre either killed daily, or brought in 
to meet the scarcely less inevitable doom. Tlie last ,potice 
in connection with. the Above corps is that of a general 
parade being ordered at Ferozepore, when twenty-four 
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mutmccre were brought out to uftdergo tbo pnnubment for 
thcjr crime Twelve of them purclwscU life by consenting 
to give infonnation jtgmnst tUeir accomplices , and of the re- . 
miming moict), two were hinged, anil tlio rc't blown away 
from guns A few of tb'o rebels, no doubt, mido ibeir way 
to Dcllu , but between the Quccn*s troops and tbo 45tli and 
57th 1 the bilanco of misdiicf inniclcd was vastly on 
•tbo side of tbo former 

At Sfean Mccr, wbcfb the 16lb, 2Ctb, and 40lb N.I, 
with tbo 8tb Cavalry, plotted to murder tbo Europeans 
and obtain |X)'>"C‘'8ion of tbc fort, the plan of operations for 
tbcir defeat was earned oat, whilst tbo wives and daughters 
of tbo good folks of Laboro wrero enjoying ibcmsclvcs at a 
I nib Europeans were marched down to tbo fort instead 
of tbo expected native relief, the guards were turned 
out and disarmed, and tbo rest of llie bewildered con- 
spirotors were deprived of tbo means of doing miscliicf 
before they could realise tbc fjict that tbcir plot bad got 
wind At Fcsbawur, Colonel Edwardcs disarmed tbo 21st, 
24tli, 27tb, 5l8t N I , and the 5th Cavalry, without a drop of 
blood shed Tbo 55tb mutinied, and took possession of 
Illurdaun, which they were soon glad to evacuate A 
hundred of them, flying to tbc Swat bills for protection 
against the proselytising English, were compensated by 
being forcibly conTerted lo ^lussulmana at the bands of 
tbeir humorous entertainers The revolt of the 3rd N I 
at Phillour completed the catalogue of Sepoy crime in the 
Punjaub for the month of May, and up to that period not a 
single Euiopean had been murdered 

June opened in the Punjaub with the revolt of the 64tlr 
at Peshawur, who were disarmed without difficulty, tbo good 
work being followed by tbo disiinung of the 62nd and GOth at 
Mooltan The J ullunder force, consisting of the 36 th and Gist 
N I and the 6th Cavalry, rose on the 8th of June At FhiU 
lour they were joined by the 3rd N I , and the united force 
made off to DeUn by forced marches Brigadier Johnstone, 
commanding at Jullunder, left the station after the rebels 
quitted it, and took the smie toad , but it wouldbc wrong to 
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-^ay that he pursued them 'He made slow mafclics whilst they 
went at the top of their speed He was able to miSsliis way 
once or twice, and finally cci'cd to go m the '^ame^ direction 
After a day or two the nfutineers turned towards pelhi, 
the Europeans v,cnt back to their po^ta, and Brigadier 
Johnstone retired to the bills to take the repose that was 
needful for him Hr Hicketts, of the civil seiMce, attacked 
the rebel column with a few Sikhs and newly raised levies,# 
but could only exhibit on a small ^le the effect tliat might 
have been produced by vigorous measures on the part of the 
•Brigadier The fugitives held on their way with unabated 
speed, and finally reached Delhi. 

"While^tho Sepoys of the Bamckporc division were offer- 
ing their red coats for sale in the streets of Calcutta opposite 
the very windows of Government House, and were de^'crting 
unmolested m batches, Sir John Lawrence w os blowing their 
fellow soldiers away from guns for no heavier offence He 
adoptet\, at the very out«et, the line of policy which has made 
his name as famous amongst the people of England as it had 
hitherto been famous amongst the Indian nations. Ifo trust 
m professions of loyalty, no mercy for signs of disaffection, 
were the axioms which he had laid down for the guidance of 
his subordinates- He knew that the Hmdostanees were not 
to be relied upon, and tint the British troops were far too 
few even to hold the Bunjaub m the face of a rebel population 
in arms. The only course then was to call upon the Sikhs 
and exhibit to them an enemy whom they despised as ‘well 
as hated Tierce as was tho animosity with which the "oldiers 
of Bunjcct Singh regarded the tcmble race who had ocattered 
to tlic winds tlicir hopes of universal nia«tcry in Hinilo«Lan, 
they reg irdcd the Brahmin and Rajpoot Sepoys with a far 
deeper antipathy The Sikh felt that these men, who for 
'bravery anil cniiuranco wcrcnotto’occomparc&wifn’uiinsc’d, 
were the natural anstocraiy of Ins race, who looked upon 
hun«clfa9 an unclean thing, and he liatcd *111010, as democrats 
hate tv ecornfiil noble, as scetanans in religion hate each 
other Tho value of such antagonism was soon developed 
■\\ hen the 55th mutinied, the whole regiment were of cour^o 
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depilved of theifarms ; but the Sikh recruits, only a hundred 
in number, offered to 6ght the rest of the corps, if the 
ofBcers would let them have their muskets back again. They 
were immediatelyreiristated,and‘from that hour to the present 
there has been no cause to regret the reliance placed on Sikh 
fidelity. The occupation of hunting down* Sepoys in the. 
Punjaub or elsewhere has, to be sure, been a profitable one. 
.Where the mutineer had shared in the plunder of the 
treasuries, he paid his h«ra and executors liberally enough 
for the'ir trouble of killing ; when he had merely broken bounds 
and went off to join the main body,“the Government gaver 
5l, for him if caught with arms, and half that sum if captured 
without them : and the ICing of Delhi was silly raough to 
aid our policy by inflicting cruel tortures on the Sikhs who 
fell into his hands. Some of these were sent into General 
Barnard’s camp, frightfully mutilated, as a challenge and a 
warning to the inhabitants of the Punjaub. The Sikhs, who 
feel as one man, swore to have vengeance ; and they have 
kept kheir oaths. 

The 10th Irregulars were d'lsarmed at Now^hera on the 
26th of June. Their arms and horses, the latter their own 
property, were taken from them, and^ under a guard of levies, 
they were dismissed to their houics, remorseful and ruined. 
At Jhelum the 14th were summoned to lay down tlicir arm'', 
hut TCaisted and fought desperately, inflicting a heavy loss 
upon the detachment of Europeans who attacked them. 
They were, however, driven out of -the station, and cut to 
pieces in a great measure by tlie people of the country j hut 
very few finding their way to the rebel head-quarters. The 
mutiny of the 46th at Scalkotc was more signally punished. 
Tlic corps rose as if by an uncontrollable impulse, killed tlie 
llrigadicr-Coloncl Brind and some other officers, and took 


to iijght. On the 12th July they were encountered by the 
iTio% cable column under Brigadier Kicholsoq. routed aCA'w .? 
short engagement, and compelled to betake thcmschcs to 
iin i.Iana in tlio Itnvct, from rtliith they oscared only to ho 
l.nnlcd to death by the armed Sikhs or the enger nonulation 
of tlie distnet. Ihe corps nras litentlly exterminated. 
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The mutiny of the 10th Cavalry at Pcsliawur, on the 10th 
of August, 03 the lost instance of rebellion in the Punjauh. 
They killed a single officer, an<4 grounded two or three 
European soldiers, and got anay, after some Io*'», to Delhi, 
■\\Iierc it is said they were but coldly rccci>cd ; for thej Ind 
killed, during the time they remained loyal, more of their 
o^Yn countrymen linn they could expect to slaughter of the 
English in future, let their pro\sc« be ever so great. A 
force intended to be augmented to 30,000, and compo-cd of 
tno-fifiba Sikhs, onc-Gfth lull races und t«o*fiftIi3 ^laho- 
iiicdans, Puiijauhccs nnd Patlians now occupies the place of 
the Pcngnl regiments, and as yet the tcnuU of the experiment 
Ins been eminently 8uccc?»ful. Of all thooc public ecreants 
nho in this geocration ha\e ilcser\cd well of (licir country, 
not one man mnka truly higher than tlie Cliicf Coiiimi-rioncr 
of the Puiyaub. 
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Tnc cnALiOR ni'<iNO — cONTrAnicronr covnccr of rnr mussul- 
MAV c^^AI.^r — iiOLKin A^D ins covrivorsTS — itit . itroLT 
AT MIJOW A^D INDOnC 

Tnr Malirfitta elates of Gwalior nnd In^oro are each 
houml hy treaty to eupport a body of troops ofllccrcd from 
tho Coinpn‘115 ’b army, and under the sole orders of the British 
residents at their respective court? Scmdnh’s Contingent, 
consist* of five companies of artillery a\ith thirty guns, two 
regintents of cavalry, and soen of infantry, m all about 
seven thousand three hundred men Holkar’e Contingent is 
made up of two companies of arhllcry ^7lth twelve guns, a 
thousand cavalry, and fifteen hundred infantry The mate- 
rial of which the«e troops were composed differed in no re- 
spect from that of the Bengal army. The men were re- 
cruited from tlie same districts, wore the same uniform, and 
were disciplined exactly like the regular forces The 
Government perhaps relied upon them ns a check to the in- 
subordination of their own proper forces, hot in the time of 
trial it was fonnd that the Contmgents were neither more 
loyal nor the reverse, neither more blood-thirsty nor kind- 
hearted than the ordinary Sepoy That they have hitherto 
been so little beard of arises we believe from the fact, that 
tlieir nominal masters have not been able to make up their 
jniTuls j[Yfe aJeaa’ot'’ 

losing their clommiona m case we are successful in putting 
down the rebelbon, has of course considerable weight with 
them , but then, on the other hand, the Government'of India 
has taken such pains to make that result appear finlikefy, 
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til'll \re could hardly blame them if they made their selec- 
tion finally m favour of independence To a Mahratta the 
prospect of turmoil and plunder must be almost irresistible , 
and even when brought up ns Scindiah nnd*Holkar have 
been, at the feet of the Honourable Companj , he must feel 
as the young pet tiger feels when a flock of chickens first 
falls in his way Holl ar, we believe, has hitherto done his 
best to uphold the connection of Indore n itb the British, 
but it 13 no secret that tempting offers Ind been made to him 
to place Tumsolf at the liead of the Slalirnttas, and convert 
them once more anto the dominant race Scindiah s own 
troops have already fraternised with the Contingent,anJ 
havmg'ho apparent means of enforcing even the observance 
of neutrality towards the British, he will perhaps either abdi- 
cate or go with the stream It will be a fortunate tlung for 
him if he can postpone his deemon till Christmas next, as by 
that time he wiU^find no difficulty m deciding where his 
interest lies. « 

The Gwalior Contingent was paraded on the 17th of Hay 
to hear the Gevernor Generals proclamation, which we are 
told by one, who was present, was read to them most impres- 
sively by Bngalier Eamsay, who took the same opportunity 
of addressing the troops This he did most clearly and 
pointedly, com eying as distinctly ns words could coni ey it 
to the minds of native soldiery the utter absurdity of the 
rumours that the British Govenunent wished to interfere 
with native cas^e or native religion in any shape or form 
The speech was well delivered by a man well acquainted 
w ith the nati> e Lnguage, and had a most excellent effect. 

A day previoui to the mutiny a number of Louies were 
set on fire, and though the Sepoys readily lent a hand in 
conveying the funiture to a place of safety, their tone and 
’irenrnig Aiuwdli qlfmfiy Vxett TOi^tft hrt: 
wbeff tlic needful incentive to revolt should bo supplied. 
There were Europeans of course on the spot, and a Scjioy 
talking to them sail, **1.oulaTe come to see to day s sport 
but to-morrow you wiU behold a different hind of fun ” Tlio 
rcmark*wa8 e gniflcint, and liad its effect on the minds of 
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tlie hearers, but they could only sit with hands folded, and 
wait the course of events. The next day was Sunday, the 
fa^ ourite day for mutiny, and, as threatened, the Sepoys got 
up their “ tamasha.” Towards nightfall a bugle sounded, 
and the troops turned out on parade, and when, the officers 
made their appearance they were assailed. A party made 
for the Urigadier'a quarters, and with loud shouts called 
upon him to come forth, hut a faithful Sepoy had anticipated 
them. This man rushing into the house lajd hands on him, 
and hurried him but of the compound to a pla<ie of safety : 
the mutineers, baulhed in this instance of their prey, avenged 
themselves hy setting fire to the bungalows, and carrying 
away the whole of the property- Another officer was roused 
out of bed by his guard, and one of them coming up quietly 
said, "'Sahib, fly 5 all is lost” As the man walhed an ay the 
rest of the guard came up, and said,^ " The liouses are on 
fire, shall nVe load ’ ” The officer replied that it was useless 
to load musk'ets to put out a fire, on nhich they marched 
back* to the guard-house ; but watching then' through the 
window he e*aw the whole of them deliberately loading^, and 
felt that It was time to get away. A coupli of ’shots were 
fired at him, and he turned to escape in asother direction, 
but only succeeded in getting into a place of shelter by 
running under fire from the whole guard. By this time the 
■\%holo station was in an uproar; men, womm, and children 
were flying from all quarters towards the Rajah's palace, 
whilst the rebels were eagerly searching tks houses in can- 
tonments for victims. Upwards of twenty-seven persons 
n ere murdered, hut the thirst for blood was not imii crsal. 
bcieral instances occurred where pains >rcro taken to pre- 
serve life; m one 0.180 three Sepoys eivcd a lady and licr 
children hy conveying them to the roof of a house, where 
they rcmiincd whilst the search wis g'>Ing on for them 
below, and then escaped when the mutineers had qSItted 
the prcmi-cs. The sunirors were sent Ibraard next day to 
Agra, under an escort fumwhed by Scinliah ; but they had 
only gone a short distince when a sowarrodc up to say that 
there was mutiny in the tlurlnr, on wliidi the cscor* turned 
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back again. Tlie poor fugidrcfl, footsore* and bleeding, 
trudged on over beds of kunkur and through thorny ravines 
till they reached the jaghire of a friendly rajah, tv ho sent a few 
sowars with orders to sec them safe. to Agra. They reached 
that place at last, after being in hourly danger from the men 
of the escort, who ridiculed and abused them dveiy step of 
■ the Tvay. • 

» The rest of the Contingent at Nccmuch, Augur, Seprec, and 
Sultanpore mutinied soon after the revolt of head quarters. 
The 7th were the last to join the rebels at’Neemuch. They 
guarded the treasure for twenty-four hours, but at the" end 
of that time the Horse Artillery approached to attack them : 
they saw the station in flames, and felt themselves powerless 
to resist the rebels or to help their ofBcers. The suhadar 
ordered the’gatcs of the fort to be thrown open, and the 7th 
marched out to join the Bengal Sepoys. Before the crowd 
of mutineers approached they induced their officers to seek 
safety in flight, and many of them accompanied the fugitives 
for a cons!dcr.Tblc distance, showing genuine grief for what 
had taken place. But the conduct of the 7tb‘, though it 
cjchibited'ns much good feeling as we had a right to expect, 
was not to be compared to that of the let Irregular Cavalry, 
upwards of 200 of whom, .under Lieut Cockbum, marched 
out of Gwalior on the 13tU of June, at an hour’s notice. 
They ImVw what had taken place at Meerut and Delhi, and 
that they were called upon to fight if need be on the side of 
Government,* but without a murmur, they marched twenty- 
seven miles a day for seven days in succession ; no slight 
task in the North-west of India at that season of the year. 
Tliey reached Allyghur a few hours before the mutiny of 
the 9th N. L .took place, and not being led against the 
rebels, it is kird to say what their conduct would have been 
'fi ^tnvu^iK an^cudi ■wnflinft. *T\Vb» ‘bain 
They tscortetl, however, all tl»c officers, women, and children 
to llntrass in safety; Two days after they orriT cd at that 
place, a hundred of the party mounted their lioraea to desert, 
and callctl upon the rest of tho detachment to join them, and 
fight for .their religion. If they refused, they were false to 
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the prophet, an^ would be beggars for ihe rest of their days. 
Neither pcrsu.asion nor menace any effect, and friends of 
long standing and relatives, ebook hands and parted, tlie one 
moiety to slaughter the Feringees, and the other remaining 
to protect them, and punish their enemies. For weeks 
afterwards the faithful few remained and performed the 
most essential service to the State, of which theffollowing 
only a single instance. A party of five hundred .villagers 
had got together about three miles from Hatrass, where they 
had been robbing and murdering all passengers, and Lieut. 
C/Ockhum resolved to attack them. He put four men in a 
. covered bullock cart, such as is uscd_ for conveying re- 
spectable females, and sent them on ahead’ of his party of 
forty troopers, who dodged amongst the trees so as to be out 
of sight. Of course when the marauders saw Iho bullock 
cart, tliey made a dash at it, and lifting up the curtains re- 
, ceived the contents of four carbines from the supposed ladies. 
This was followed by a cliarge from the troopers in ambush, 
who-rode at the insurgents, and cut down fifty of them, 
without injury *to a man on their own side. ,The*surprIso 
was complete, and the neighbourhood was clc.ared at once of 
the entire band^^of rebels. On |he day following, they res- 
cued upwards of twenty Europeans from a village where 
they had been kept in confinement, and continued to per- 
form the like services, until Asiatic nature could hold out no 
longer against the inducements to join tho'cause of the 
Bengal army, when they made their way to the main body of 
their countrymen. Such examples, which might be multiplied 
to almost any extent, shows beyond all question, that there 
never was any plot even amongst the Muasulmans, to rise 
against the English government. Each man found nt last n 
reason to his liking for mutiny nnd murder, hut assuredly 
there was neither n unity of feeling, nor a common purpose 
among«t them at the outset of the jjasjjjrr'jjJAa * 

Ilolkar’s troops remained steady through the whole of tho 
month of .Tnne.nnd it was thonght lint rellancccould be placed 
upon their loyalty ; but on the morning of the 1st of July n 
couple of guns passed rapidly Uirough the cantonments of 
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been warned of the intended nsing, but a reliance upon 
wlnt be luid done for the regiment, and belief in the as'<er- 
tions of the leading men, who told him that it was onlj a 
few turbulent spirits "nho were disaflccted, made him blind 
to the plainest signs of impending mutiny. Tliat evening 
a trooper had warned his officer not to appear in the lines/ 
and a coolie reported that a Sepoy had a^ked him to join m 
the outbreak, winch was to take place at ten o’clock Dut 
neither Colonel Platt nor Major Hams, commanding the 
1st Cavalry, would listen to statements against their faith- 
ful soldiers, and both paid for their incredulity w itli their 
lives TVhen the firing from the lines became general, the 
officers galloped off under a shower of bullets, v, ent to the 
arsenal, and dtsarm'cd and turned out the native guard, 
armed themselves with muskets, and manned two bastions 
of the fort. Adjutant Pagan of the 23rd, had ridden up to 
the quarfCr guard of his regiment, and ordered the Sepoys 
fo turn out, but their reply was o shower of musketry 
Colonel Platt ordered out tlie artillery, and insisted upon 
the adjutant returning back with him to the bnes, not being 
able to realise to his imagination that his’men were traitors 
Neither of ^ thciq came back again they were hacked 
to pieces, together with Major Hams, who was found 
next morning lying flead by the side of his Horse Pieu- 
tenant Dent and Dr Thornton Lad narrow escapes, the 
former had been with the cavalry picket on the Indore 
road, and when the firing commenced his men remounted 
their horses, and were about marching to cantonment, when 
three troopers rode up, one of whom discharged a pistol at 
him , his guard, wlio might have shot bun with the greatest 
ease at any moment dimng the previous hour, now shouted 
out " Kill him, kill him ” The speed of his horse saved him 
from a second attack which might not have been so harmless 
Dr Thornton had been concealed in a dram all night, afford 
mg not the first example of hunted fugitives who JiavC been 
savfd from death during the rebellion, by taking advantage 
of the Ilmdoo superstition with regard to these places Lieu> 
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tenant Simpson 6wc(l IiU life to two of his men> who remained 
with him all night in the bazaar. The next morning they 
ashed pennission to look for some of their tilings in the lines, 
and returned to join the rebels. .Had the outbreak been de- 
layed an hour all the officers might hare been easily mur- 
dered in their •beds, and the fort perhaps captured: the 
women and children had been sent there the previous day, 
and it was five o’clock upon the evening of the mutiny be- 
fore Captain Hungerford commanding the artillery could per- 
suade Colonel Flatt to.^allow him to move his guns into the 
fort. Upon such slight incidents rested the lives of the 
whole body of Europeans at Mhow. 

The morning after the mutiny found the station entirely 
deserted ; the rebels had moved off in a body in the direc- 
tion of Lucknow, hut some of the Maharajah’s men returned, 
and were taken again into pay. It appears that the rascals 
had quarrelled about the division of spoil ; the Bengal rene= 
gades assorted that the Contingent 'had no right to share id 
the loot taken in the regular way from the Corapirfy. For 
some days previous to the outbreak reports of disaffection 
had been floating about to the greal scandal of the regiment 
and their officers. On the 4th of June h'lnan bf the 23rd 
camo running into the cavalry lines with a story that tlio 
artillery were^coming down Jo blow them away ; the native 
officer on duty arrested him, and liis ** comrades ” called for 
Ills punishnmnt. Nothing could be more satisfactory, espe- 
cially when it was borne in mind tliat, at the morning parade 
on the 6th, the different companies to a mdn, through their 
own officers, petitioned Colonel Platt to accept their offer 
of fighting against the mutineers at Delhi. The Colonel 
thanked 'the men, and promised to report to Government 
their tender of services. An officer narrating the latter fact 

mutiny.” 

The Bhopal Contingent, stationed at Indore, mutinied in 
concert with tlic ilhow force : they consisted of a battery of six 
guns, four troops of cavalry, numbering 250 sabres, and eight 
companies of infantry, amount!^ to 700 men. In addition 
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to tills force there were the Wiilwa Bheels, consisting of 250 
men, and two companies of infantry Ijclonging to the Jlehid- 
pore Contingent. The outbreak scarcely seems to have been 
concocted by any portion of the Indore troops. Contrary to 
the usual state of feeling, the cavalry were well affected in 
the main, but they were disliked and suspected by the 
infantry and artillery j a portion of the latter, under Hol- 
kar’s officers, being stationed at the opium godowns, in 
which, two corapanlca of the Maharajah’s mfkatry were 
lodged. On the morning of the Ist, Holkar’s guns opened 
the ball by firing a volley of grape into the square where 
the horses of the Bhopal cavalry were picketed, and the 
infantry assembled and began firing at the officers. There 
were two guns at tho Residency, which replied to the 
mutineers I and if the Bhcela, who werb staunch enough, 
could have been persuaded to fight, the former would have 
most lUselygot the worst of it. But they were afraid to 
'Stir in advance, and could not be persuaded to remain in a 
post of danger, - Colonel Travers, commanding tho force, 
did all that a loyal soldier conld accomplish, but the insur- 
gents were too powerful Tor him. At the head of only five 
troopers he charged the Bhopal artillery and rode into the 
battery, the gunners lying down under their guns. Had 
half a troop been at his back he would hare captured the 
battery ; but though the charge gave time for the horsemen 
to come up and form in position, they appeared benildcrcd, 
and galloped wildly about the station, neither receiving nor 
doing harm. Ah officer went to the treasury, where the 
infantry, to support the Residency guns, were'’iK>3tetl, but 
was told that if he did not go away tlioy would shoot him. 
It soon became apparent that lighting was hol>elc8s: the 
artillery, unsupported, could make no effectual resistance; 
more guns were coming up from the city, and the rabble 
were assembling in great numbers, so that there was nothing 
left but to TctTcat. Colonel Durand gave a reluctant order 
to that effect, and tho small body of Europeans moved off, 
the ladies seated on tbc gun carriages, a small party of 
Sikb c.avalry, which had remained neutralj co>cring the 
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flinlvS, the two ninopoundcrs bringing up the rear, and tlic. 
BhccU following m marching'^onler A few round shots 
were fired at them, but the mutineer^ were too glad to get 
them (juicUy out of the way, tliat tliey mfght more safely 
carry out their schemes of plunder After the departure of 
the Engli«h they quitted the Residency, carried off 95,000/ , 
and joining next day the mutineers at ilhow, the Tiholc 
body marched off towards Agra, after Im\ing murdered 
ihirty-fiae Europeans, men, women, and children The 
fugitia es got safely to Hoosingabad after sea cn days’ traa cl- 
ling 

Of the horrible tortures infiictcd on our countrymen and 
their families both m Central India and elsewhere, we dare 
not trust ourselves to speak, but the imagination which 
can paint the worst of torments that revenge and malice can 
dcMse, will attain to the best idea of the realised atrocities 
And in many ca«es it fared as bad with those who es- 
caped the first hurst of rebel ferocity The troops march-'' 
ing on Delhi from Umballa could have found their way 
without a guide, by tbo mutilated fragments that met their 
gaze on each fe^ miles of road At one place they came 
across a band pf plunderers, amongst whom was a fellow 
. having the dress of an European lady tied round his body 
He was seized with bis companions, and marched on in the 
rear of ilie column, winch a' short di«tance in advance 
came upon the body of the murdered woman from whom he 
had taken the spoil A few paces further, and the boots of 
a child apparently about ten years old wertf found, with tlio 
feet in them, the legs having been cut off just about the 
ankles In, the above instance it was felt to be a small 
measure of ntoneraent which the hanging of the murderer 
afforded The private soldier yearned for a retaliation, and 
lua. battfic-taii-^it. afEcei: cmihi reXcain. from sbann'r 

hi3 feelings and affording the opportunity of gratifj mg them. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE REVOLT AT DINAPORC — REI^DSAL OP pOTERNMENT TO DlSAiui 
THE SErOTS. — GENERAL LLOTD; HIS TASTES AND SYMPATHIES. 

Tiie force atDinaporeconsistetlofeix’guns ; H. M, lOtli and 
two cotapanieB of the 37th j the 7th, 8th, and 40th N". T. The 
Sepoys were about three to one as compared with the English j 
but had it been thought advisable to reduce the odds before 
attempting to disarm the native regiments, there were 
numerous opportunities of doing so during the months 
of June and July, when reinforcements of Queen’s ‘troops 
were passing” the city almost daily. But in Dinapore, as 
elsewhere, aygument and entreaty were of no avail against 
the policy of illusion. Always blundering rfit leisure and* 
always obliged to repent in lia3te,'the Government insisted 
that the Sepoys, were “ Etauneb,” and pooh-poohed each 
attempt to get tl)ing3 made eafe. Upon the fidelity 'of those 
men depended vast interests, public and private.. The opium 
godowns, the treasury of Patna, and the indigo works of 
Bebar, would most likely be looted and destroyed by ' 
successful mutineers. Why should such rjska’be incurred 
when there was not a shadow of benefit to he gained 
ihcrchy? AYhy care to keep in a condUion-^f ^ghting 
cfiiciency, soldiers who Ijad to be thcmscBcs guarded by 
fighters still hra> ei: and more skilful ? MTiy ? because Lord 
Canning had told the Home Government that tlio *‘p*anic” 
was' not only “groundless,” but temporary; that he could 
put it down without great difficulty, and Lad no fear for the 
^ army en masse. And hence the Calcutta merchants, a 
deputation of nhom naited ujxin him in .July, to beg tint 
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tlic^Scpoys at Dimporo miglit be di'irmed, were colillj told 
that their apprelicn ions were not shared in bj the autho- 
nties, as ho were "atufied witli regard to the trustworthiness 
of the natiae corps A statesman weighing the compnritirc 
value of evidence would have taken time to cons der whether 
tlie reports of iv> o or three oflSctal , who, if thej were no 
better informed than the majority of their class, looked at 
the outer w orld only through the spectacles of their native 
subordinates, ought to outweigh the remon trances of men 
Mho e very means of reputable eviatence were perhaps 
slaked on the corrcclne-ss of tlieir information and tlieir 
ability to turn it to good account 2^ot le«3 than a million 
sterling has been advanced this eea on in Calcutta on tlie 
standing crops of indigo in Bcbar, and surely those who 
liad embarked so much propcrlj, under the belief that their 
ventures were safe from the band of violence, might consider 
them«elvc3 entitled to consideration It was not as }£ 
compliance with their request entailed lo«» upon the Govern- 
ment or disgrace to the Sepoy Tnelve Imndred British 
troops, wliosse pre«encc elsewhere would have been mvaluable, 
were detamed at the station on the sole ground that the 
native corps could neither be left to take cate of Dinaporo 
nor sent to perform duty el ewhere* Tliey were of no u e 
ns «oldicrs , and 'as for the sentimental part of the que tion, 
so many thousands who had been lauded as *' staunch to the 
bad bone” had become traitors and murderers, — so many 
hundreds who had been specially praiecd by the Governor- 
General had been compelled to give up Iheir arms under 
the pre"urc of British bayonets, tliat the Dinapore Sepoys 
might havc'found sufficient consolation for tlieir lo s of the 
means of doing mi«chicf But the cau^c of mutiny has 
domed more eupjwrt from Government Hou«e, m. Calcutta, 
Vnan from t*iie royal palace oTTlcllii of all Indian potentate'*. 
Lord Canning has been the most efficient ally of the Great 
Mogul 

General Lloyd, the brigadier commanding at Dinapore, is 
an ofliccr of fiflj-four years* standing, a twelvemonth older 
than General lien ilt , but, neither in (hat rc«pect nor any 
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otlicr point of personal merit, had ho tlie advantage of his 
imbecile junior As a matter of duty, no less than as the 
utterance of an article of belief. General Lloyd sent constant 
assurances to Calcutta of tlie “ staunclmess ” of his men , but 
towards the end of July he appears to have had misgivings 
on the subject, and at last, on the 24th of that month he 
issued orders to have the percussion caps taken out of the 
magazine which was under the care of the Sepoys This 
was done in the early morning, bat not withont signs of 
mutiny on their part The 8th made a kind of rush towards 

the tumhnl in which the caps were removed, but drew back 
before they reached it, and retired, ahoutmg, to their hnes 
It might have been supposed that, having shown distrust to 
such an extent, the general would have scarcely thought it 
worth while to consult the feelings of his Sepoys with 
regard to subsequent moveniente , but no one can map out 
the course that is likely to be pursued m cases of emergency 
hy Bengal bngadiers of seventy and upwards General 
Lloyd told the native officers to collect the fifteen rounds of 
ammumtion in the pouches of the men, and, leaving a 
quantity of ball ammunition m the magazine, he sent word 
to the Sepoys that he would allow them till 4 r ai to con- 
sider whether they would give up llic building quietly, 
ordered an afternoon parade, and then went to enjoy himself 
on board the steamer General and Sepoys profited by the 
opportunity to accomplish their hearts’ desires The former 
took lus daily siesta and slumbered quietly , and the latter, 
assembling m regiments, hastily filled their pouches with 
ammumtion, removed their iamilics, and deliberately pre- 
pared for the march fo Delhi The Luropean pickets 
noticed the movement in tlieir lines, and the 10th and 37th, 
together with the artillery, were immediately under arms, 
but the general was non hero to be found, and the- second m 
command was absent looking for him A number of the 
ofiiccrs of tlic Sepoy regiments went down to their lines, in 
the vain hoj c of quieting their men however, they uerc 
there hut a short time when the Sepoys began finng at 
tl cm , Cl cti the loj al 40lli blazed away at cv cry Furopcan 
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tliej ew TIjc sick men tint were m the 10th lio-'pif'il, 
ind the guard, mounted on the roof, and jmmcdntclj' opened 
fire on the mutineers, who now begin to fly in cverj direc- 
tion lortunitelj none of the native infantry officers were 
touched, tliough se\ oral of them had very nirrow escape^. 
The 10th then idmiccd with the battery of irtillciy, the 
whole covered by about a hundred men of the 37 tli foot, who 
were en route to Bcnirca and armed with new Enfield nfle^. 
By the time they got to the native pande ground, the 
mutmeers hid got almost beyond range, but the guns 
opened on them with round shot, and the Enfield rifles were 
ako plied , but few, if any, were touched Tlicy fled at tlie 
first discharge, and never attempted to rally Tlie only 
person hurt was i man of the 37th, nho was wounded acci- 
dentally by a comrade. Tlie lines were then fired by the 
European^, and the camp followers and others gutted the 
huts in a very short time The mutineers left nearly every 
thing they had behind them, and had there been but a 
hundred dragoons in the station they might have cut the 
fugitives to pieces. 

The rebels had to era's a deep nullali, and did it leisurely 
enough , but orders came to act before the day was over, and 
they had scarcely got out of range before the guns opened 
upon them with round shot, and materially quickened their 
raovements, if no further re‘:ult3 were obtained Once acre's 
the nullah, the Sepoys sat down in sopio mango topes and 
rented tliem®elves, firing at intervals Upon the Europeans. 
Groups of the fugitives amused themselves m this manner 
till 2 r an nest day, and decamped ultimately without injury 
^Ye cannot help adimriBg the reliance on de«tmy wluch 
enabled tliree regiments of Sepoy®, with only a scanty supply 
of ammunition, to beard 1000 Engli h ®oldier® m this 
■mcnwholongcdtobc althenij'aTid'RbDWCfvdd^caTtely, 
if allowed to fight, have left a eoul of them alive. Had the 
affair been the con equence of previous arrangement, it could 
not liavc been managed more harmlessly The Sepoys fired 
on their officer*, but hit nobody On an officer of the 40th 
addressing an old acquaintance, who aimed at him in the 



180 


TlLPAIlINQ DVMAGCS 


cnAr xr 


most deliberate style, tbo latter exclaimed “ Yes Sabib, vbat 
else lYOuld you have ? ” "What else, indeed, under tbc 
guidance of tbe Lloyds and others whom it is needless to 
mention ? 


When the Sepoys left Dinapore they made their way to 
Arrah, a place about fourteen miles off The three corps 
were in hail of the station till tlirce o clock on Sunday morn- 
ing the 26th, but no effort was made to pursue them There 
were plenty of elephants which could ha\e earned a detach- 
ment out in pursuit and driven tlie miscreants beyond Arrah 
or dispersed them , but no move a as made Sunday passed, 
and the rebels reached Muneer (about twelve miles on tbo 
Arrah road), stayed to plunder and bum the railway engi- 
neer s houses. Sec , still without any hindrance from Dinapore 
Monday passed and though it was 1 nonn uhcrc the muti- 
neers were, still the idea of pursuit or of saving Arrah 
was never entertained by the general Having neither guns 
nor cavalry, they might have been pursued and overtaken 
without difficulty , but it took General Lloyd two whole 
days to recover his senses, and not a roan tsas rooted till the 
evening of the 27th, when a hundred and nmcly of the 37th 
started in the Hoorungotta steamer to tlie relief of the hand- 
ful of Europeans besieged at Arrah After proceeding some 
distance, the vessel grounded, and they remamed fast tdl 
midday of the 29th, when the Bombay steamer came up 
with 150 men of tin; 10th and 70 Sikhs and took tbc 37th 
on board The whole force, now amounting to 400 men, 
disembarked about tweli c miles from Arrah about four r m , 
and commenced their march on that place On their waj 
they were informed that the enemy liad evacuated Arrali, — . 
a fal«cliood which unliaj pily prompted Captain Dunbar, nlio 
commanded the force, to pu«li on, tl ough the nmht was 
growing atrj dark and tl cy were ignorant of the road 
Eager to wipe out the discredit altacliing to the Europeans 
for -.lloMiTig tl,c mvitinccra to e.c-ipc.jina holding his enemy 
in contempt, he thought of notlung but gctlmo oter the 
grouna, anl marchca o.Uiout picket or advnncea gn-ird to 
the cklgc of a mango tope, where the rebels were planted m 





THE AtrOXICnT A>!nCSIT. 


181 


ambn«h. A crasliing fire from both eides of the road was 
the firet intimation of the presence of an enemy, and before 
any me'isnres could be taken to extricate the force, volley 
after volley was poured Into them, throwing the med into 
inextricable confuaion. Unable to advance or retreat, afraid 
of firing lest they should hit their own comrade^, and totally 
bewildered as to the whcreabouls of the foe, our brave 
fellows remained the whole night mere helpless taigets. 
'When the morning dawned, order was restored, and about 
half the number that had left Dlnapore closed up, shoulder 
to shoulder, and began tbeir retreat. In this movement no 
lack of mihtary skill was exhibited. Skirmishers covered 
the retiring column, and made a stand whenever it was pos- 
sible ; but the Sepoys followed them up, taking advantage of 
every spot of cover ; and all the wounded unable to march 
were left behind to be mthlesslyslaughtcred TIic survivors 
succeeded m reaching DlnajKire at noon, their nppeanmeo 
addmg to the dUmay of the station, and to the bewilderment 
of the wretched general, who lo't no further time in going on 
the sick, list. Amongst the lUt of killed were; Captain 
Uanbor, H. 10th; Losign Urskine, ditto; Lieut. Sale, 
H. if. 39th 5 Lieutenants Ingdby and Anderson, 7th and 
22nd B. X. L 'l^olunteers ; mate of steamer, ditto ; railway 
engineer, ditto; and about 150 men ; hardly one of the re^t 
cecaping untouched. The rebel®, about two thou andstrong, 
with some email guns which had been supphed by a neigh- 
bouring rajah, pursued them to the rcry edge of the canton- 
ments, though their own ammunition was so scant that they 
were obliged to fire buttons and gtone-. It was <!omething 
for them to hoast of, that they bad routed a Bntl^h force, 
and killed or wounded nearly the whole of them, with a 
IQ'S to themselve® of only half a dozen men. 

Ot course \X was everywhere expected that the httle hand 
at Amh would now be overwhelmed before aid could reach 
them from other quarter^ ; but, however unlucky the chance® 
that have superinduced a Johnstone upon a Hewitt, and a 
Lloyd on a Johnstone, the present cri-i® has shown that the 
oTicers of the Sepoy army have amongat them men who arc 
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cqu'vl to 'vny emcigency Tidings of the penloiis condition 
of ArraU reached Major Vincent Ejro at Buxar, and, 
knowing from experience m AfFghanistan what mischief 
might he wrought by the delay and incompcttsncc of a worn- 
out general, he started at once for the place with 150 of 
H hi ^th Eusileers and three guns He found the party 
whom he came to relieve sbll holding out against the whole 
force of the enemy There were but fifteen Europeans in 
all, civilians, railway staff, and indigo planters, with fifty of 
Rattraj’s Sikhs They had knocked over no less than fifty 
of the rebels uitliout the lossofatoin to themselves When 
the besiegers attempted to mine, they ran a countermine 
their water fell short, and they sank a well provisions failed, 
and they inade*a sortie, coming back laden with provender 
The advance of Major Eyre was made just m the nick of 
time He attacked the rebels os soon as he could get witlim 
range, and utterly dispersed thorn Tho siege was of course 
raised at once, and the gamson liberated They had nothing 
but tho preservation of life to be thankful for, since tho 
mutineers had burnt or plundered all the houses and property, 
public and private, on their ronte from Dinaporo Tho lyliole 
of the railway works and bungalows on both sides of the 
Soane bad been destroyed, and what tlie* Sepoy spared tlic 
liberated convicts wrecked Tlic cost in blood and treasure 
of the outbreak at Dinaporc, cannot bo summed up for many 
months to come , but it will be enormous, and has been in- 
curred solely that an elderly brigadier might have time to 
eat lu8 luncheon in quick 

Tlie mutiny at Dinaporc paralysed for awhile the energicf* 
of all cla'sees of our countrymen in the fertile province ot 
Bchar The rum of the v-ist interests scattered over the 
country appeared imminent, and the authorities thought only 
of securing safety by nbandonmg their station** Tho Com- 
im«s»oner of Patna, Mr Tayler, who had, up to this time, 
Jisplijcil great actiT.ly anil courigc, ordered all tlic ciTilians 
to come m at ooco (o Dinaporc IIo was obcicd in every 
cn-c but tint of Ibc collector of Gya, Mr Alonro Money, n bn 
refored to abandon the treasur, under Ins charge, containing 
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a lai^e sum, and ultini'itclj brought it in to Dmaporc under 
charge of n company of H M 37tli There was valid cau e 
for alarm tlie troops from Dmaporc — three regimcnta of 
infantry, with tlio greater portion of the 12th Irregularo — and 
many thou ands of liberated comicts were spread over the 
face of the country , and there was not for a «ca«OD, except in 
Dinapore, a «iingie European between Benares and Ranee 
gani:e, the latter place distant but 120 miles from Calcutta 
Patna with its opium godowns, cont uning perhaps pouon to 
the value of 2,000,00021 sterling, was distant but two honrs’ 
march, the Mahoraedans of Banhipore, one of the city 
suburbs would have been only too happy to join in the work 
of plunder, and if it were sacked, the comnuManatsupplies for 
the force at Allahabad would be cut off Pat A as defended 
«oIely by Rattray’s Sikhs without guns, and, if tlut was 
captured, Dinapore must surrender, leaving Calcutta without 
any channel of communication between Bengal and the 
north we«t Had the rebels in tbeir esodua shown os much 
skill as danng, they would have been masters of Patna and 
had the whole of Behar at their mercy before General Lloyd 
had got back his recollectioosr 

Vi e hare no heart to chronicle the massacre of Jhan«i, 
and no «pace to devote to the outbreaks m Madras and 
Bombay It must suffice to «ay, that at Xagode and 
Jubbulporc the 50tli and o2nd imitated at a late period the 
cample of mutiny, and completed the defection of the Bengal 
army 

'Marvellous are the ways by which Provadenco works out 
its ends. Tiie leopard that wc have trained to hunt for us 
has turned upon his master, whil t the poor dumb bea«fc3 of 
burden, who are cruelly opprc-'.cd, bear their heavy loads m 
silence Had the bepoys not rebelled the w rtmgs of India 
mght have gone on accumuIatiDg until God grew utterly 
weary of us , and had the ryots n en at this time there would 
have been no future for us m the Ea«t. ^Viit is we can atone 
ns a nation for the pa.t. 'We have no apology to offer to 
the Brahmin, no inju«ticc to own m the case of the Sepoy, 
but to ruined noble and miserable x>ra«ant, we acknowledge a 
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tlcbt of rtpcntniico, nntl Imat l!wl llic first in*tnlniciit of it 
liny l)c jnul willioiit nn lioiirV *leliy, 

F(ir twcnty-nnc \\ccki, counting from ihc first receipt of 
jntcHigcnco of tlio Meerut rCToU, the Go\criuucnt of Iiuiu 
on ils trnl. It wm anlycctct! to n stmln ulilch Icstcd 
c\cry joint ami pearclicil e\ory flaw, and the result was most 

(li‘‘‘i«itrouiii. Not a bolt remained in ltd place, not a ri\ct but 

i\a3 started, not an inch of surface but uas found to be 
dccajcd and rotten. It dhclo^cd neither the wisdom tint 
could foresee dinger nor the strength tint could oi creome it. 

If the order of things could ha\c been reversed, and the 
li«t acts of tbo Government inido their first, matters 
would hive now worn a \cry dlflcrcnt aspect. Ihcy have 
done all that ^ould be desired, but not at tho right times. 
Volunteers were enrolled, troops imisscd, enterprises imdcr- 
tikcn, and foreign aid enlisted, but all at the wrong ecaaons. 
Calcutta was wisely left to ibo chief care of iho civic force 
and the nivy, but not until the rebel fires bad bl izcd out in a 
dozen stations and itvvis seen tliat the Sepoy army hid 
transferred its allegiance. Too laic I *' w as inscribed on tho 

banner of the Ghoorka®, when for tlii* second time they 
turned their faces towards Lucknow; "loo Intel” was graven 
on the lids of the empty chests in the treasurj, when a loan 
Mas called for, and a second bid was made for the hoards of 
the capitalist; "too laid" was shouted by the public when 
the order w as giv en to disarm the regiments at Dlnaporc ; 
" too late 1 ” was shrieked from the well at Cawnporo ; " too 
late ! ” was echocil by the breeze tint swept over tho battle- 
ments of Lucknow. We saw in those days, the story of 
bisyphus enacted. The ceaseless striving, and tlie sure 
defeat; the hand constantly striking, but the foe still remain- 
ing in front; the feet always in-vrching, hut the goal as far 
off as ever; the Sibyl’s price piid, but tlic book of fate not 
forthcommg. It seemed as if a single faculty had swallowed 
up every other quality of national greatness. Never did 
Lnghsh courage ehme out eo gloriously, never was English 
of capacity so thorougl.Iy displayed. We were c!a„°, in 
tlie field and dwnrfsm the council OursoUiers surpassed in 
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into llic treasury A\ould tltcnlmc costeeven jicrcontj but the 
'\nnounccmcnt ould h'wc cnu«cd ft rush of contributors, and, 
by adding to the number and interest of tho public creditor®, 
have scr\td to sticngtbcn our bold of tlic countrj Hut tbc 
idea of giving n bonus of tno per cent to l!ic fundholder®, on 
condition of their doubling their stake in tho permanence of 
I3ngb«h rule, was not to bo thought of, and the Government 
j reposed a five per cent loan, the subscribers having the option 
of paying one half in four percents at par Two months 
earlier, the echemc would have answered, and it had been 
pressed on tho Government, of course without succc's, 
but now it failed, and tlie worst of tho matter was that ci ery 
person had the means of finding out the result If the loan 
were popular, capitalists, who were not holders of four per 
cent®, or who wished to speculate, would come into the 
market, and the price of that stock would go up In this 
instance the quotations sank lower, and the sagacious men 
who could have helped the btato in its sore need saw that 
their time had come, and tliat the Government must increase 
their biddings A week after the first announcement, a 
second notice appeared, to the effect, that forty per cent of the 
new subscriptions would be taken in the three and a half per 
cents , but the tide ran out whilst the financiers w ere sitting 
on the banks of the stream counting the cost of getting their 
loan afloat, Ev cry step taken was too late , the money power 
followed the military power, when Government ceased to 
command the obedience of the soldier it ceased to possess 
the confidence of the citizen The physical force melted 
away, and moral influence could never at any time be said 
to exist It was only m dealing with English rights that 
the Government felt it was still a power in the land It 
sought compensation for defeat and measureless indignity, 
and found it m trampling on the pre®3, and imprjsonino’ the 
Kvng of Owde. Tho vvotrans wete equally lofty, bu” not 
equally helpless. Lord Dalhousie is eofo from the ex- 
monarch, but his successor, \n destroying the liberty of 
printing m Ind a has wrought the overthrow of the more 
I owcrful dominion of the East India Company 
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THE ^^'T>IA^ rrcsfl — rrs isolation, and natural antagomti 

TO THE INDIAN GOTEEXMENT — DTPOCEISr OP ITS ASSAILANTS. 

LOPD CAKNTNG AND UR MANGLES THE GAGGING ACT — 

APATnr OF TRE rUBLIG AT DOME 

TnErn \s no s'vdder proof of the hopclc«3 ignotnRCC of our 
countrymen upon all nnttcfa of Eastern politics tlian that 
afforded by the re^trunts joipo«ed on the Indnn pres« They 
have consented to look upon it as a mere engine of iDi«chief, 
a force ininueal to the proper influence of Government, and 
the true welfare of the people. They would have relented 
as njiationalin«ult,an attempt to gag the ** Times” dunngthe 
•war in the Cnoiea, and yet how much more needful was it 
to have had a free pre s in the great dependency where bad . 
government has well nigh lo«t u» an empire, and incompc- 
tency sits supreme’ "Wliat would ha%e been the bare 
money’s worth to the nation, of a dozen leading articles 
disclosing at the outset of the iD’^nixection the real s*ate of 
affairs? Our borne journals f«n««b many a country gentle- 
man, and many a leading politician, with arguments as well 
as facts, but the ‘‘Tunes” cannot help Mr Vernon Smith, nor 
tell the public that which it wants to know about India. 
Yet the nation which would not trust mmistend capacity, 
nor behe> c mmistenal statements during the campaign before 
St?trtsVujrt?i, as currtciA \ liwri C-mnYtig, wA ‘it» b^iurts 

m the bulletins of Colonel Birch. In the one ca«e it de- 
manded. more light than the pre««, the parliament, ami the 
London Gazette could throw upon the state of aflairs , m 
the other, it is satisfied to *>ce the few tapers eztingmshed, 
which enabled it at least to di«ccrn the surrounding Klarknc*??. 
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“But, surd}/ it will be eaid, “the pres of India is 
licentious in its strictures, and low in point of morale or cl c 
it 13 strangely belied ” Perhaps it is, but at any rate it mu«t 
be assumed to suit the wants of its public If it contemns 
authority, the members of the service maintain the libellers , 
if it 13 depraved in taste, they tahe no care to screen the 
examples from the notice of their wives and daughters 
Being gentlemen, all, they must care for decency, yet they 
voluntarily pay for its opposite, they cannot like what is 
Jow, and yet no one will cater for the gratification of their 
better impulses And the vicious journalism has not even 
the attraction of low prices If the editor is to be bought 
cheaply. Ins paper is a dear commodity Brain and soul arc 
perhaps reasonable enough, but types and paper inflict a 
heavy tax upon moderate incomes 

There are three daily papers m Calcutta the “ English 
man,” ** Hurharu,’ and “Phoinix The “Priend of India’ 
and the Dacca News ” are published weekly, making a 
total of Evo separate publications for Bengal In the North- 
wcat provinces, there are the “ Delhi Gazette,” and. the 
'* Mofussilite , ’ m the Punjaub, the “ Lahore Chromclf, ’ m 
Scinde, the “ Ko«sid ” Bombay has three daily papers, 
the “ Timeo,’ “Gazette,’ and “Telegraph, together with 
the “Guardian’ and the “Poona Observer’ Madras has 
1 ut one daily journal, the “ Spectator , ” and three, the 
• Athenasura, “Examiner, and “Crescent,” published 
e\ cry other day The “Bangalore Herald’ completes the 
list of Indian newspapers, and amongst all these journals, 
there is not one that gives even general support to the 
Government, and is spoken well of by the Indian authorities 
The fact tells for something more than the hostility of the 
ire<53 it shows that advocacy of the rubng pobey will not 
fnd a paying audience At least six out of seven of the 
whole body of subscribers are ra the Company s service, and 
in India, as elsewhere, the readers determine the policy of the 
paper The wares, we take it, are made for the market 
A. selection miglit bo mmiD ,n EnglanJ of jourmls ivhtcli 
ailvocato principles that nro consitlored in some iiuartera 
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tnJo and commerce, and jct lock up tlic knowknl^o of 
Indian resource* Tlic> would Iikclo improve the spirit and 
the details of Icgidntion, and yet destroy the only antagonimi 
to the existing order of things, that is nt,lho same time 
useful and harmless 

Tor proof of the rcspcctiblc character and cmincnt^nhihtj 
ofthe Indian journals, w orcfcr to their columns, for argument, 
as to their xitility, we need only appeal to the l'ngh«h 
common sense. The great plea, howc%cr, m favour of the 
Gagging Act passed by the Indian Government, rests upon the 
fict of the revolt It 13 said that the liberty of the pre^s is 
incompatible with a state of insurrection rrccdom of pub- 
lication was dangerous to the well-being of the state, and 
had to be suppre acd in consequence for a Bca«on 

If the nboro plea in made out, it is evident that complaint 
on the part of the Indian prc«3 is idle, and redress for their 
declared grievance quite out of the question If the news- 
papers have been damaged for the public good, they must 
put up with their losses ami hudi their outcries. SVo are 
content to rc«t their case upon the completeness with winch 
this assertion, on the part of the Government, can bo met and 
'lefuted 

A journal contains only news and opinion'! Indiscretion, 
or the desire to steal a march upon rival prints, might occa- 
sionally induce an editor to publish loForraation which oijf'ht 
to be withheld, and we know of one instance where the 
garrulity of the members of Government allowed a secret 
to escape, which was published to the possible detriment of 
the public service But tlierc is no other example on record, 
and the pretence that rebellion would suffer in the intelli- 
gence department, by the gagging of the press, was either 
foolish oi dishonest Every department of the public sei vice, 
every branch of business, is throughout India virtually in the 
hands of natives, who are cognisant of all that transpires m 
the Government offices, or the counting houses of the mei- 
chants They knew to an onnee the weght of powder in 
every magazine, the number and calibre of onr guns, what 
means bf defence we had, and how we proposed to increase 
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the hundreds of busy pens that are at work on the subject 
of Indn and its government at home? — that biihies the 
“ Pnend of India ” and is obliged to tolerate the Sepoy articles 
of the Dublin " Nation,” and the glad homilies of the Pans 
** Umvers ’ ” Surely its experience in opium smugglyig might 
have taught a lesson in this respect, if one were needed It 
was of little use that the Emperor of China blocked up two 
or three ports, if the rest of the seaboard were left open 
The drug was in request, the Company were there to sell, 
and the poison was circulated through every vein of the 
body politic, without the slightest difliculty. 

At the same time that* the Indian Government were 
threatening the press with suppression, for expressing hopes 
that Christianity might reign supreme in Bengal a hundred 
years hence, Mr Mangles, the chairman of the Court of 
Directors, was telling the Ilou^e of Commons that the East 
India Company held the country under Providence for the 
propagation of the gospel Whilst Indian newspapers were 
forbidden to speak in disparaging or doubting terms of native 
princes, to impugn the motives and designs of Government, 
or to bring into contempt any of its ofiBcers, the columns of 
the home journals were converted into a kind of French 
Flanders, where every man, whether friend or foe of the 
existing order of things, was allowed to fight his own battles 
Fyery phase of the religious question, every plausible theory 
of the causes of revolt, was ventilated in the “ Times. ’ Cle- 
mency and coercion for the rebels , absorption or restitution 
for the native dynasties and nobles, contempt or admiration 
for the actual as well as the nominal rulers in India, were all 
suggested at once On ‘mail nights a score of dusky 
faces might be scon in the liall of the General Post Office, 
in St Martin’s Jc Grand, one perhaps sending out to Ins 
principal or chief a file of papers, in which Mr Spurgeon 
preached against the toleration of Hindooism, and the editor of 
the “ Morning Post ’ wrote against the continuance of native 
dominion whilst an Irish jonrnal howled with delight over 
our difficulties, and a French writer recogni«cd in the rc 
bcUion Gods jmlgnicnt upon uj as a wicked nation Another 
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more ^\»lling to eubimt to ob«olulc control TliPj felt tlic 
full need of gmdnncc, nnd \%ould onlj ha^c been too Inppy 
to obey fi dicLitor, ^\lio could gne the help of uhich nil 
cHsscs ucrc m nnnt They were eoon to feel that Govern- 
ment Ind a heel, if it hid no bend, that it was content to 
bo feared, well knowing that it could not l>o®3ibl> be tc- 
ppcctcd 

On the 13tli June, Lord Canning uent into the Council 
Chirobcr, and in a epccch of half an hour’s duration proposed 
a Gagging Act, to he applied to all Indian ocnspapcP’, Lu 
ropcan and native lie was obliged to own that the English 
journals had exhibited no signs of dislojaltj to Her Jfa- 
jc^tj’B dotninion , but tho reason be was instructed to 
as ign for clas mg them with licr enemies, nas, that ho had 
real aTticlc<«, which might, if pervtrlcil by translation, Iiavc 
a TCty Tiuac.liu.vQU4 cRbct. The legialatu c council saw, with 
the Governor General, thatthcrdwasnodifTtrcncc between Eu- 
ropean nnd Asiatic pens, and bj apantyof reasoning it might 
be said, no distinction between European and Sepoy baj onets 
Ent the lawgivers made the proper allowance in fact, if not 
in theory It was ri^ht to di«arm the Lngh'h journalist, 
who was certain, if tolerated, to pull down the Company’s 
Government, and right to strengthen the British soldier, 
who would fight just now to preserve it. The Bill passed 
tl vougb the second and third 8t^gcs in ten minutes, and Lord 
Canning assented to it v\ ith unwashed hands Not a man 
of those present had a word of objection to offer to the 
measure They went 1 ome, and rcjoiced'lhat, by a vigorous 
effort, they had got nd of responsibility , and each feeling 
111 e the person who, being worried by his tailor, gave an 
acceptance for the amount of I is bill, and exclamed, 
as he threw down the pen, " There, thank God, the fellow s 
paid at last 1 

At m dnight on the 17th June, four days after the press law 
was enacted the Commissioner of pohco in Calcutta, with a 
strong force, well armed, sallied out to make a seizure of 
three native presses No resistance vi as offered, and next day 
tlie culprits, two Mussulmans and one HmdoO, were brought 
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of In Inn^, men ns unlikc1}i tinder ordnnry circuni- 
stincc", to gi\c n tcnlict o^inst Goternment, ns twelve 
“ Cii'tlo tm legmen,” ncqmttcd the dcfcndnnt licsitn* 

tion , mid no more wns hcnnl of prosecutions under the com- 
mon Kw for libel nnd ecdition It tMis known to every 
mm in Cnlcuttn tint the Molciit tone of the mine prc«s 
Ind been brought c«pcciftll) to the notice of the Home 
bterctary, months hoforc the breaking out of the revolt, and 
tint he Ind then nncl) let itpaM unnoticed Ko man knew 
letter than Mr Hendon, tint tren«on nmongst natives was 
not hatched by leading article**, tlic rebels being ns much in- 
fluenced by Calcutta newspapers os AN'cUb miners arc by 
the Qvnrlcrl) Hcmca ’ He knew that in their private 
intercourse with each other, the natural wealth of the 
I a*tcrn hingnagcs was nil too poor to cvjircss the contempt 
nr hatred with which men of influence regard us, nnd that 
ns to the ina«s, they were not nble to read or meditate Our 
true polic) was, to take no heed of that which we could 
fcarcclj punish, to he deaf to sciimhty^ nnd scornful of 
threatening ^Vlicn the I^Tnrquis WcUc«lcy rode through 
Benares a Brahmin reviled him in the name of all the 
gods of India nnd rcccivcl, hy way of puouhmcut, tie 
lowliest of reverences from the proudest of viceroy**. 

"IV hat kind of writing it u that the Indian Government 
pumsbes, we 1 ave shown in the appcndiv to this book but 
the working out of the act is another matter amin At 
Akyab where 150 OOO tons of shipping annually ?akc their 
departure, the mercantile houses find it convenient to prepare 
lithographed circulars containing si ipping hats, the price of 
the great staple of Amcan, and epeculations with regard to 
crops present and future. No one knows what amount of 
contempt m ght ho expressed for Government in those enif^- 
matical phrases with which the commercial class puzzle a^d 
perhaps sometimes delude, the community at large ’ and 
hence to guard against such a contingency. Major Verner 
Tvho leptcsenta law, justice and revenue in those larts re- 
fused to license tl e stones, and the whole nee literature of 
Arracan was extinguished at a blnw The nrdcr will he a 
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source of grent •mnoyance to merchants in the busy season, 
when they requure every available hand in the godown®, 
rather than in the counting house*, but our countrymen arc 
aery quiet on the subject There are Dutch and French 
houses at Ahyab, and the Englishman would rather not 
allude to the topic * 

The military authority who pre«idea over the destinies of 
Pegu, has improved upon the Ian Pending the orders of the 
Governor General, he has permitted the propnetor of the 
“Rangoon Chronicle to receivean “ad mterim orderof pro- 
tection,” for the publication of his newspaper, hut requires 
that every article of nens or comment on the mutinies, shall 
he submitted to the acting magistrate, a lieutenant of the 
Madras artillery, previous to publication The editor chafes 
at the condition, and choo es, rather than comply with it, that 
hi3 subscribers should be without any intelligence on the 
subject which fills all minds and engrosses all attention 
Englishmen who Lave cost their lot in the East, feel 
perhaps more acutely at this moment the mdificrence of their 
countrymen to the continuance of the Gagging Act, than 
the wrong inflicted upon them by the East India Company 
m imposing it Tliey could not believe that tyranny so 
sen«ele<s would be tolerated for an hour at home They 
thought that even for the sake of their own enlightenment, 
lcgi«lators and editors would uphold the freedom of the 
Indian pre *3. Had the “Times,” winch leads captive the mind 
of the EnghsU nation, been worthy ot its influence, or true 
to its high vocation, the fetters would have been removed 
before the iron had eaten into the fle“b But perhaps it has 
taken tlic proper course , the leading journal of the world 
writes for freemen, and the Anglo-Indian populat on never 
de«ervcd that proud title Let us change the subject, the 
prisoners may c«c.ape when the jail is battered down, and the 
crowbars and “ledge hammers are being got ready 
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I3IPOnTAl.CE or AK BfMDDlATC ASSDMPTION OP 00^ LKNilENT 

BT THE OrOB'V — -XATIVE PPIXCES AJJB THEIR RIGHTS 

The goodly ship that m the mid-wfltch of tlie night goes 
down suddenly, when the crew are either asleep or lying 
hatleasly on the deck gizmg at the stars, is a type of the 
goTernment of the East Indn Company LeadenbsU Street 
has foundered in deep water, and left only a spar or two 
floating on the surface The catastrophe is complete, but 
we can hardly realise the fact of it Power and prestige, 
the headship of great armie«, and the control ot illimitable 
resources, all gone in three short months I — helplo'sness and 
insolvency taking the places of the strength that seemed in- 
vincible, and the vreiUh supposed to be exhnustless 1 The 
enta seem to belong to the world of dreams. To be a 
crowned king one day and a fugitive the next, is no un- 
common destiny in tins generation, but in the case of tho 
Ea<t India Company, we haic not only a dynasty deposed, 
but a dominion shattered to pieces. The Haj and the Bnjahs 
are equally at on end IV ilh the blessing of heaven we shall 
reconquer India, but it will he only by the aid of the Queen’s 
troops, brought over in the Queen’s ships and paid out of 
the revenues of England Even if itavere possible, or thought 
desirable to revive the late order of thin^^, uith as few 
mobfications aS need be, there is no giMj-ler la to 

which we can look for the means of carrying on the govern- 
ment The latest parliamentary returns show an average 
annual excess of expenditure, as compared with income, for 
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the la t three year , of 1,574,758/ , and the estimate for 
1856 7 provides for an expected deficiency of nearly tno 
million® Oat of the total land revenues, 4,753,1257 is con 
tributed by the North West Proainces, of avhicli ave hold at 
this moment as mucli ground only as is coaaered by the guns 
of our European troop® Vegetation after the rams i« scarcely 
more rapid than the growth of prosperity under favour ible 
circumstances in the East , bnt it will tabe some years to fill 
up the gaps m the population, to rebuild the factories, re 
place the capital destroyed, and effice the marbs of the 
present war and the coming famine When we tabe into 
account the wide area of ravage and the ruthle s character 
of the contest, the universal xm«cUhng of men’s mmds and 
the blocbing up of so many channels of trade, it will be 
conceded that we tabe a veiy moderate estimate of the 
damage to the pecuniary interests of Government when we 
set down the Io«3 of revenue from pre«cnt sources, for aomc 
years to come, at four tuilhons sterling Here, then is a 
deficit of SIX millions sterling in relation to the ordinary 
scale of cxpcndituib, It being taben for granted that opium 
will continue to furnish sixteen per cent of the gro®3 
income 

But it 13 not only on one side of the account that the 
Indian balance sheet will show a different result in future 
Tlic cost of rcconqueat will make an enormous addition to 
the burthens of tlic country The fifty thousand additional 
troops just sent out^ may not he all required three jears 
hence , but no prudent statesman would recommend that le®s 
tlian half that number elioulJ form the permanent increase 
to die strength of the European armj in Bengal and the 
Upper Provinces. Under the bead of irregular soldiers or 
armed police, a force equal in number to that of the late 
army must he kept up , and looking at the great alliance all 
over the country m the cost of living, it is not likely that Ic«9 
than the Sepoy’a rate of pay and allowances will attract good 
men to the service The cost of maintaining twenty fl^c 
thousand Euroi>cans wiU he upwards of a million and ft 
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quarter per annuru, making* tvith the interest of the uc'V 
loan, a total annual deficit of eight nidUong sterling 

The loan required by the Indian Government mil not he 
lc®8 than fifteen millions The winter harvest in the north- 
west will be totally lost, and the spring crops will not pro- 
duce enough for the subsistence of the people, even if our 
arms are Buccessfiil as to leave the cultivator at peace by the 
end of January next The tcnimdars of Bengal will of 
course be called upon for their rent ns nsvial, though, if the 
lower provinces were harried to any great extent, we could 
hardly put up their e«tates to auction for non payment Tn o 
thirds of the ordinary customs’ receipts at Calcutta may be 
looked upon as lost for the present ^ ear the damage done to 
the Elat Indian Railway is estimated at a milliou, and the 
loss by the plunder of treasures at a million and a half 
There are the stores and public buildings destroyed by the 
Sepoys to be replaced, and new barracks to be built for tho 
Queen’s troops Tiac millions will be required for trans- 
port charges, everj soldier costing, all charges being taken 
into account, a hundred pounds from Cbathnm to Calcutta 
The deduction that must be made from tho revenues of 
Madras, Bombay, and the Punjaub, the increased cost of the 
army, and the expense of carrying on the war, we have not 
attempted to estimate, but in the above enumeration ne 
have accounted for twelve ciwl a half miUioos 

The overthrow of the Company’s rule has long been felt 
to be only a question of time It could not po'^sihlj have 
surtived many years longer, but the Sepoys have simplified 
the labours of orators and journalists The immediate pro- 
clamation of the Queen’d Government throughout India 
would be worth fifty thousand men, on the side of law and 
order Of the princes and nobles who hnv o taken up arms 
against uv, there is not n man but is fully conscious of tho 
ovcrwbcln ing might of England, and who is not imprc« 9 od, 
in tic lunin, with a bebef in the desire of the imperial 
authority to do justice to the people of Hmdostan Only 
by such i change can we safely temper justice with merej 
An amnesty on the part of the East India Conqanj, how- 
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ever H'lrrow in its provi lonS or distant in date, would be 
attributed to fear The fighting cla«3 would have no respect 
for the government which they had once overturned, the 
native capitalists would never foiget that, even m Calcutta, 
the bonds of the public debt had been almost unsaleable at 
25 per cent discount The trading millions would shnuL 
from embarking their means in ventures beyond the reach of 
their own supervision and control , the servants of the state 
iiould have no reliance on the permanence of their means of 
livelihood Ever in the minds of all men would survive the 
memory of past events, and the thought that what had been 
might be again 

Eut if we look upon government by the East India 
Company as an impossibility in the future, are we prepared 
to show that the Queen’s servants can rule Hmdo«tan in a 
way that will give content to the natives suid entail no Io«s 
on the imperial exchequer? The chance of another rebel- 
lion, or the steady recurrence of a deficit, would not be 
tolerated in England The time has arrived when we mu«t 
either assume the direct re^ponnbility of the Government, or 
abandon the country altogether If we refuse to let go our 
hold of the glorious Ea«t, we shall be answerable in the 
sight of the world for its welfare Its poverty will accuse, 
its suiTenngs will «hame u" TEc must pay its debts and in- 
sure its safety The screen", both moral and physical, have 
been rudely torn away, substitution is at an end, and we 
stand face to face witli the Hindoo and Mussulman, ac- 
countable henceforth for every act and deed of our country - 
men ^ 

In gauging the feelings with which wc are regarded bj 
the people of India, we may divide the latter into two 
clas'cs, — tho«e who, under any regime, mu«t yield up the 
greater portion of their earnings to the ruling jiowcr, and 
tbo«e who, by tlic force of position or prestige, miglit hope 
m a great measure to c»capc taxation The ryots would gcnc- 
rallj vote for us because, alUiflugh our sj stem of land rc- 
V cuuc 18 oj prc-siv e m the extreme, it di«i lays a blind rapacity 
winch frequently roi sea its aim The nativeriymnlar knows 
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how to work the screw to a terrible nicety, and tikes care 
tint every portion of extractable surface is exposed to its 
action Under his eye there is no such thing as “ concealed 
cultivation,” no pos‘'ibihty of bribing the revenue officer to 
furnish false measurements of fields or make untrue estimates 
of the harvest He has no sympathy with the sons of toil 
the ryot is one of his beasts of burden, no more, — having 
thews and smew s that ore the property for the time being of 
his employers, and a soul tliat it rests with himself to get 
saved if he please'" When we hear of the peasants helping 
the insurgents to rob and murder, it may be taken for gianted 
that they are avenging some local quarrel or fighting for the 
livehhood of which the insurrection has deprived them Our 
Tulo has been cruel and unjust, but m setting up native do- 
miaation the working masses know that iheir condition would 
not be made more tolerable They care ranch for religion, 
but nothing for rojabs, except in isolated instance^ If we 
conferred upon them again the blessings of peace, and would 
be content to take only a fair share of the produce of their 
land, they might not bo disposed to pray for our welfare, 
but they uould certamly never aid in expelLog us fiom the 
country 

The rajahs and nobles hate us ns men bate evd destiny 
They are the food for which we have always an appetite , each 
counts upon Ins destruction as a thing certain to follow sooner 
or later , and it is not to bo wondered at if the fiery spirits 
amongst them should long for a chance of -wimiing honour 
and safety by joining the rinks of our open enemies As 
applicable to jaghircdars^d pnnees, wc have laid down a 
code of rules nhich embraces every case of ouuership or 
succession If a 3Iu«sulman pleads that his rent free estate 
was gnen to him a century aud a half ago iq perpetuity, ho 
19 told that it was notoriously the custom of the llo^ul 
TOonaTcbs to resume such grants at will, no matter thou-’h 
lu. title-deeds sliowlliat the htiil ivts olicmtcd from the stole 
for etcr Oiir government, then, being mlientors of tbo 
sovereign rights crercised by former cmiierors, nre entitled 
to treat linn ns bw predecessors irould Imo done In deal- 
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ing with such claims we prefer to rank as Mussulman rulers 
the practice of civili=ed states and the precepts of Chn ti- 
anity not being applicable to the circnm«tance3 "Wliere the 
shce of country m question was po ses«ed by a Hindoo who 
has left no heirs of hi3 body, we dl^allow the adoption of a 
son, becau'e, being an English government, we can recog 
m«e no such law of inhentmce The fact, adduced by 
fnende, relative®, and neighbours, that the defunct was 
obliged to adopt a ®on for the sake of his soul s happiness m 
the nest world, which said heir by immemorial cu=tom had 
forfeited all natural rights and could now only claim under 
Ins adoptive parent, is of couRe acknowledged , but the 
claimants are told that the supposed necessity does not 
exist "We know as Christians that the welfare of spmts is 
nowi®e dependent upon the mode m which their property 
when m the flesh is di’tnbuled The late owner can show 
no equitable right that can be affected by the scheme of 
«uccc«®ion , and his pretended descendant has no legal claim 
If the deceased had been a Christian noble, living in England, 
he might have made a wtU and left his estates to the sweeper 
of a cro ’’ing, but, as a Hindoo subject of Her Majesty, 
he has no such privilege The one may bequeath his lands 
to a stranger who has corrupted liis disposition through life, 
and who may dishonour his memory after death The other 
13 not permitted to purchase with his wealth, after the 
cu toms of Lis faith, the lobentonce of heaven 

The sovereigns of what arc called Independent States 
live m a state of abject dependence upon the will of the 
Bnti«h agency at their various c^^rts The whole functions 
of government arc in most ca«es exerci'cd by the resident, 
m fact, if not in appearance , and the titular monarch sighs 
in vain for the personal freedom enjoyed by lus subjeefj,. 
To know the character of his rufe, and the seeming tenden- 
cies of hi3 disposition, it is sufficient to have a knowledge of 
the capacity and likings of the Bnb h reprc'entatii e. Thus 
General Cnlleu is a savant, and the Rajah of Travancore 
builds an observatory and maintains men of science, there i 
dent of Indore is a person of elegant tastes and the JIahamjali 
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surrounds himself ^Mth articles of vertu The durbar suigcon 
at the Mysore court, who fulfils the duties of govern- 
ment agent, is passionately fond of the sports of the turf, 
and the rajah keeps a large stud of horses, gives gold cups 
and heavy purses at races, wears top-boots, and lias pictures 
of the “ great events ” of past and present days These 
are all Hindoo princes, but the hfussulmans are not so 
\anou3 and flexible in their tastes The latter shut them- 
selves up in their zenanas, the home of their infancy, man- 
hood, and old ago, and pass their time in occupations such as 
Englishmen scarcely care to inquire about* As pious Ma- 
homed ins, they detest us for the sake of the Prophet, as 
monarchs, avhether good or bad, tbey bate us for reasons of 
their own 

‘Wliethet the next generation of Englishmen interfere or 
otherwise with the existence of native dynasties is a matter 
which scarcely concerns us at this inomcnt It will bo the 
fault of Eastern princes alone if their dominion does not last 
onr time , but wbat concerns every man of us at tbis moment 
IS the necessity of giving freedom to native sovereigns, and 
ibe means of existence to native nobles At every court 
our influence is paramount, and wc us© it neither for the 
lajahs power nor for tbo people’s benefiU The example of 
the King of Oudo is just in point "Wo had made treaties 
with hia ancestors without the -alighteat stipulation as to the 
character of their rule We had profited more by their iices 
than by their virtues TVe knew that the hoards of trea- 
sure which more than once nlTordcd us assistance, of which 
w c stood in great need, w^o wrung from the tears and blood 
of miserable pea«ants, and yet wc spoke not of his mi»goi em- 
inent, except to contrast it with our own beneficent system of 
rule Wo waited m the case of the *‘Bick man’ of the East 
till lus comjlaint was jnst remedy Wc entered his pal ice 
ns undertakers, and not as physicians As guardians to an 
improvident heir, we winked at excesses which could not but 
lead to rum, and nlion tlio estates were hojioles.ly inrolved, 
wc took po <c*sion with the new of administering tlio pro- 
1 erty for tlio benefit of flic tenants at laigc. 
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the British name, to reform the police, to abolish torture, 
to call out the resources of the country were wholly fruitless 
The rajah of a subordinate principality on the coast tried 
Ills best to strengthen the hands of the seekers after justice 
lie told the Madns Government how be had been refused 
pcriiu«sion bj the resident to dismiss liis minister, though the 
latter had supplanted him in the nflections of one of hia 
■wives, but the authorities at Madras treated tlie complaint 
as a question of internal administration, with which they 
ought not to interfere In the end, the resident effectually 
wore out the pcraevcrance, if he could not shake the purpose 
of his assailant, and tiio harvest of misrule grew without 
ripening * 

In the abstract, it appears singular that eo much toil should 
be requisite to redress the wrongs of society, in any quartet 
of the globe The spider feels at once an injury done to the 
remotest filament of its web, and starts on the instant to re- 
j aiT it A man suffers inconvenience from the smallest pain, 
and is anxious to get rid of it os soon as possible But in the 
case of a community oppressed by a bad goiernment, it is 
ever a task of the utmost difficulty to get reparation for the 
mischief inffictcd A year would probably ehp«e before the 
supreme authority would take notice of the state of things m 
Travancore A j enod of equal duration would then be 
wasted m debating tho matter , and under the most favour- 
able circumstances, it must be many years before a mere 
1 opulnr outcry in India can force itself upon the attention 
of the Court of Directors It is tins long and inevitable 
delay between the vindication of a right, and the hour of its 
acknowledgment, which paralyses tho efforts of Ind an re 
formers The opportunity js lost, or the inclination to stnve 
for it suffers diminution Tlic hand grows stilT, or the heart 
grows cold , and as no institutions arc founded for the pro- 
grcssiTc emancipation of the people, the last philanthropist 
f nds that Uo mtut not only trad ,n tins footsteps, Imt also 
do otcr ogam tho work of Ins predecessor So far as the 
goromment of the coontty „ coneemed. it would oppeor thtt 
tho last century has done ItlUe or nothing foe tho improve- 
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>\hicli elide on U, each one fitUiI to conlmn n Icgi when 
tlic^c nrc filled, pulling the rod TriUiMolcncc, through a hole 
in the wall or woo<lcn frame, bj one end, eo tint all the leg* 
arc jammed up together at the other end Suspending by 
the Inmla on a pole, for a lengthened time It is not need 
ful to tic the hands together, ihcj can he constitiilcil «clf- 
Pinpcndcra in tins manner — tthileliolding the hands in front 
^\lth the palms in\*nrd», towards the chest, and the fingers 
extended, turn them miaanl, and then ioch them one in the 
other, 80 that the ends of iho fingers on one 1 and, Tc«l in the 
palm of the other, then a pole parsed ncrosa them inside mil 
8u«pcnd the hodi, its pressure pnivcnting the fingers from 
slipping out "While 8u<»pcndc<l m this manner, lighting a 
fire beneath the Mctim Adding to 1 is eufTtrings, by throw- 
ing the strongest red pepper on the fire, so that its percrclj 
pungent fumca as«atl lus ejes, no«c, and throat Shutting 
up in a clo«o room, and then smoking the sufilrcr Ap 
pljing hot pincers, and that to parts of the body ^hicli 
cannot bo mentioned Lnclosing a number of pinching 
beetles, in half n cocoa nutshell, ami tjing it over the navel, 
so that the horrid ecnvation of digging into tho boiNcls is in- 
flicted Bubljtng the arm from the wrist to tho elbow, with 
Blit and sand, then aj plying longitudinally a number of 
eel il, or riba of the cocoa nut leaf, and tying them on firmly , 
then forcibly dr'iwing them out, one by one, the finer end 
fir t, 60 that each one, by its own increa^intr thickncs®, and 
a dedby the salt underneath, cuts burningly mto the flesh, 
and leaves its smarting eting 

The first impression on the readers mmd, will perhaps be, 
that the members who were in otEce at iladras, ten years 
Since, were culpably remiss in not causing inquiry to be 
made into such dreadful practices as the above , but let liim 
be reasonable Two years emce, the report of the Sladras 
Tortnro was pat lata tita hands of the whole 

English public , and what has come of it ? What party do 
the ten memljers of parliament belong to, who hare talen 
the pains to read it ? Men who bve m India have lost the 
power of being moved by the recUal of such atrocities, and 
those who sit at home at ease, need the occurrence of a re- 
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bellion, to induce them to give even a pis«ing thought to the 
subject 

If the prince® of India have not made common cau'se 
againet ua, the fact 13 m no degree owing to the hmdne s 
of the treatment which they receive from the hands of 
the Government. A species of surveillance 13 exerci«ed 
over them, compounded of the watchfuloeas c 5 erci«ed with 
regard to a lunatic and to a dangerous state prisoner I\o 
European can visit them without permu ion of the Company's 
agent IVe have known a medical man detued access to the 
Kabob of the Carnatic, who, it was said, exprea ed a wuU to 
see him upon unimportant matter* Xonc of them dare 
correspond openly with England, and they take e pccial care 
to do nothing that can po ®ibly offend their keeper^ The 
puj ila of Dotheboya Hall would wiUmgly tell the «tory of 
their -wrongs when away from scliool, but the jioor «ouh 
whom we dignify wuU the titles of * hlaharajalv,” and 
IIighnc«s,” scarcely dare utter their complaints, even m 
the rccc «es of their xenana® The Eajah of Mysore sent 
an agent to the editor of a Madras newspaper, about four 
years since, with an camc«t request that somemticles should 
be m erted, with a view to procure the removal of an Engh li 
officer attached to the prc'idenc) The agent was reminded 
that the rajah had the power of rcfu«ing to receive the gentle- 
man in question. Oh, hcdarc not do ihar," was the reply 
“ ‘\^ cll, but, rejoined the editor, ** will the rajah, if he 13 
rcf«.rrcd to on the subject of the cliargcs, support and ju«tify 
them?" “IThy, no," said the ambassador "i ou see, tho 

rajah will be obliged to sij that they are all lies, if the 
resident a«ks him , and tliat is the reason whj he wants the 
I apir to take up hi 9 case.* In theory, the Bajah of ‘Mjsore 
It at leait master of Uis court, lu practice, he is scarcely on 
a level with hia humblest retainer The rights of sovereignty 
and tl e nglits of manhood have both departed from him. 

And it IS not alone the ♦'mockery kings" that expiate m 
bondage the crime of tbcir wcalcnc** It is no secret that 
Ilolhar, nlo might if he had cho«cn been at this moment 
at the I cad of a hundred tl ou and Mahratto.®, lias been ad 
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nntl the nohlctmn ho now Bits m Jfntlnnicl a clnir cxprca'cs 
his fvilmimlion in Ic s glovi ing Ungiiige Tnlk nhoiit the 
emooth 'iilvihtion of shopkeepers, whit dnpers “n«3i3wnt 
eicr condcoconded, in onlcr to sell hia wnrea, to bucIi nba«c 
ment as the Goicmor of Port St George, who goes on to 
61 J Tlie fame of so glorious an emperour, the lord of power 

and nchca, being spread through the whole earth, all nations 
report to mow the splendour of jour greatness, and with jonr 
Majesty 8 euljccts, to partake of the ble smg«, winch Gol 
Almighty hath Lestowed upon your 1 ingdoins above oil 
others, ) our jrajc«>tj has been pleaded to grant jotirespc 
ciall favours to the honourable English Company, whose 
servant I am , and now eend to pro ent before tlic footstool 
of your throne, a few toys ^ acknowledgment of your 
Majc«ty’8 goodness , which I beg your Majc«ty to accept , 
nnd to vouchvafo an audience to roy sen ants, anti a gracious 
answer to my petit on 

“ I humbly pray your 'Majesty’s fountain of goodness to 
continue your wonted fivours to the Hight Honourable 
English Company, and to permit our factors to bay and sell, 
in such comraoditys, and under such pri\iledgc«, as your 
royall bounty shall please to grant , and allow us such con 
veniencys as arc nccc«»ary for the repair of 8liipp<» whereby 
I shall be encouraged to 'end my slnpps yearly to your Ma- 
jG'ty sport, laving orders from the Honourable Company, 
to send sUipj s and foelocs into all parts of India, when their 
service requires it, and pray your Majesty to give me leave 
to «end a factor, next monsoon, to rc'ide at Syrian ’ 

AVben the renowned Turpin wished the buUop a coachman 
to come to a halt, it is said that 

** S ck pnt a couple of balls m bis nob 
And penvvied oa him to slop-" 

"IVe mute attention to the passage in the following para 
graph, where a kindred act on the part of the King of Ava is 
told in language equally eoft and graceful The giiilele«3 
Isathaniel treats piracy as a pleasant hcspitilitv, and thanls 
1 13 niajc'ty for robbery an I murder 
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About tlircc jcflrs ngoc I ortJcrcd IHrtholomciv KoJri- 
gue‘>, inoslcr of n «nnU eloop, calkd St Antliony unJ Sf 
Kicliola?, to go from Achccn to Ilcng'ill, laden Mith dsvera 
commQdaj’a» while 1 via% expecting to hear from mj fictora 
in Bengali of her arn\nl there, the ship that came hither tho 
last jenr from Syrian, hroiighl me ndMCO that the said sloop 
was fortunately armed uithm jour Majesty’s kingdoms, and 
calling there for wood and water, jour ofliecrs not knowing 
who she belonged to, had taken care, bj j our 'Mnje«ty ’a order 
for the safe keeping the sloop and cargoe, which great faiour 
I thought myself obliged to acknowledge, and therefore by 
the first opportunity, sent jour Majesty a letter of tlianks, 
ai ith a small present, by a ebipp that went last j car from 
hence fgr Syrian hut unfortunately lost by the ignorance 
of the pilott I hai 0 now sent this by my factors Ldwanl 
I'lcctwood and James Lc*ly, and humbly pray your Jlajeaty 
to cau«e Bartholomew Bodngucs and his jicoplc, and that 
sloop and cargo, to bo <lch%crc<l to my said factors , whohaie 
orders to bring all to me , and fearing the sloop may bo un- 
capablc of going to sea, I Imc scot a ship to bring away tho 
cargoe and men ” 

The devout humility of honouTatlc John, when in his 
teens, 18 well shown in the remaining pnmgniphs of tlua unique 
epistle 

“ Several Englishmen, who, in former years, have been 
in your Majesty s kingdoms, and ha\e obtained liberty of 
returning, doc declare the greatness of your Majesty’s glory 
If there be any now remaining under the misfortune of 
captivity, I humbly beg your Majesty will please to grant 
their liberty, that they may spread tie fame of your 
Majesty 8 splendid greatne's from the n«ing sun to the 
setting sun 

" Adrian Tilbury, a merchant of this place, was my 
servant for many years He made a voyage from hence to 
Moitoan. ana there djed His widow hath acquainted me 
that your Majesty e govemonra hare, accordms to the usaall 
justice of your Majesty's laws, secured his estate, bemg a 
stranger I humbly pray your Majesty will be pleased to 
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order the stimc to be debvered to my factors, for the u=e of 
Ills and orphan 

*‘I humbly pray your Majesty to permit the «peedy 
repair aud return of the ship I now send, and that my 

fictors may be permitted to return, by the same ship, this 
mon«oon And if j our Majesty will grant me leave to build 
a «mall ship, or two, I will send my people next year for 
that purpose 

" Your "Majesty’s most humble and 
** Devoted servant, 

“ Nat Higcinson ' 

* Dated in Fort Sl George 
the lOASept, 1695 " 

If the golden footed monarch can boast of a family library, 
It 13 po«sibIe that he sometimes recreates him«elf with the- 
pcru«al of a document, which shows how, a century and a 
lialf ago, our fathers *‘atc dirt” m the presence of his an- 
cestors Nor was the crawling, pedlar-like style m nhieh 
wo went to work to get in the small end of the wedge, at all 
a matter of mere verbal degradation, m the presence of 
royaltj IVhat would our modern commodores and high 
cnilians «ay, if the present Governor of Madras sent them 
on an embassy to Burniah, with the following instructions — * 
“ If you receiae any affront, or injury, from any native, 
you must not revenge it by any means , if it be of such a 
nature, as you think requires satisfaction, you mu t applj 
j ourselves to the Goicrnincnt, who will do you right, and 
your prudence niu«t direct you to avoid the offering any 
affront, or injury, to the uatnes, for thev arc excc an e proud, 
and will not bear it , but will either seek an opportunity of 
revenge, or complain to the Government, one imprudent 
action of that nature may give you a great deal of trouble, 
and overthrow your whole bu«inc** At your hrst nmvtil 
at Sjrian, inform jotirsclves in the custom of the countiy 
relating to strangers ” 

There appears to have been no need for uncasinc«3 as to 
the po'*iblc effect of Mr Tlcctwoods high spirit. All his 
thoughts were directed towards accompUshing the oljcct of 
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liW nnJ getting mticli fts politic in return for 

tl»o govonmr’s prc'cnt. "Wo Into liewl in ^\)int onlcr Com- 
modore Lnmbcrt pre^Liilctl Jiia crc<lcntial«, na idcnipotciilliry 
for tlio nianjui*, let ua note hour tlio lik,c ceremony waa per- 
fonned for tlio mcrclinnt by Ida country men n hundred nnd 
ai^ty ycara aincc. ^Ir. ricctnood is describing the nnnncr 
of his reception. 

'* When n o came to iho ginlcn gate, where the hing wt", 
we nhghfcd, an here we were met by one of the o\idorc«, who 
was there, rend) to conduct me in, nnd to direct me in the 
manner of approaching the king; here I took the letter 
from Mr. King, and etajed almo«t a quarter of an hour 
before the gates were opened, when we fell down upon our 
knees, and made three liows, which done, we entered the 
garden, (he present folloning; and having gone about half 
waj from the gate to the place where the king was seated, 
we made three hows again as before; when we were gott 
within fifteen janls of the king, we made three hows again, 
ns wo had done before, and were ordered tosit down } after wo 
were sat down, the king ordered the o\idorc to receive the 
letter, and about half n quarter of an hour after, a*kcdmc the 
tlirce usual qcstions; mz. how long I Imd been in my passage 
from IMndmss to his port of Syrian? how many days from 
Syrian to Aan? and, at my departure from Madras, tf I had 
left my govemour in good health? I told his majesty that 1 
had been about thirty days in my passage from Madra «3 to 
Syrian ; about forty-two days from Syrian to Aaa; nnd 
tint at my departure from Madrasa (thanks to God) I liad 
ka my govemour in good health, aupplicating the DiTine 
power for the continuation of his Majesty’s health and Inp- 
pmess. After this I eat about half a quarter of an hour 
longer, and then was dismissed ” 


Counsellor rinllips wept for Courvoisicr, and S'’^eant 
' Alkioa cneil on behalf of Mr. E-imshay, but the tears of 
tlitelawyers iverc not half 80 affecting as tlie prayers of the 

governor Now-a-ilays instead of •• aupphcaling , he Dirme 

power for the welfare of Lings, we pray for their terri- 
tories, and usually get „hat we piously ask for 
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We may have, as a people, opposite opinions as to tfic 
propriety of modifying or abrogating certain forms of agree- 
ment between the Indian Government and the worn out 
de«pots who continue to increase the sum of mortal eiil , but 
nothing that can be said for or agamst such measures can 
possibly do more than retard their sure effect Absorption 
will take place, whether we wi«h it or not it is in the 
order of things , the handwriting is on the wall, in a language 
familiar to all, and which he who runs may read It is fated 
that m time the remaining Mussulman and Hindoo dyna ties 
shall be subverted at least for a season, and in tlio«e cases 
where the maintenance of a puppet sovereignty involves the 
perpetual im«govcmmcnt of millions we would fain aid the 
work of extinction 

It IS true that treaties exist, by wbicli w e are covenanted 
to ufihold the exisling framework of power, but wc deny, 
with the British Parliament and with the people of every 
European nation, that one generation has the power of bind- 
ing all the future races of manLintL And there is this 
broad and never to be-forgotten distinction between the 
agreements made with native pnnccs and tho«o which ate 
entered into by the potentates of tbc western w orlil In 
the one sot ot instances, they are per onal only, whilst 
the other arc national, or, at the worst, broadly political 
An arrangement in the one ca^c is made with the individual, 
in the other with the state Tlic pco])Ic arc not known m 
India They are the payers of taxes, the vcnlahle slav es of 
the soil or the loom , but there is no j ow er in the masses, and 
neither right nor justice, except such as can be won by force 
Xo thinl that the overthrow of any panicuUr sovereignty 
to-morrow would offend the patriotic prejudices of the mul 
titudc, as folks arc apt to ini'^mc at home, is to fall into n 
j'VA'.cwi v?.v.Wr« VvoNvic Cwi tVw. rv.\ar awl 1'A4 cw.wt. as. 
|vcn»ioiicrs of the state, and the change would not cau«e a 
iimnimr of di-^fltction, but, on the contrarv, be haded ns 
the greatest orblcjisiiigs 

It h is been held by writers of great mlhicncc, that wc arc 
rC'‘iH)n iblc “before GoJ onl mau” fur the government of 
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the -whole of India, and thati in refraining to appropriate the 
avhole of its revenues out of a fooliali regard foi the letter 
of treaties,’ we make a scandalous misuse of those oppor- 
tumties which Providence haa gii en ” This declaration 
of rights and duties is at least comprehensive enough, and if 
acted upon, would put an end to a great deal of bribing and 
petitioning on the part of native supplicants, for what is still 
considered in some quarters bare justice 

If Providence would sanction our seizure of the revenues 
of Hyderabad, where a monarch de facto still exercises an 
idmittcd right to do what he likes with his own, its approval 
may be certainly counted upon for the stoppage of the 
pensions now paid to deposed princes and dispossessed pro- 
prietors of estates We take it that the Nizam haa a better 
claim to his roi eauc than the Nabob of Jiloorahedabad has to 
lus annual allowance , and if the one is a camel -which we are 
prepared to swallow, the other is not a gnat to be strained 
at Since the magnitude of the payment made constitutes 
the reason for repudiating the treaty by which it is secured, 
it must be fi-anlly owned that an lonoranvm amounting to 
160,000/ a year cannot be left out of the category of sms 
against Providence 

The least gifted amongst us may become acquainted with 
the events winch Heaven permits, but the very wisest cannot 
distinguish all those vvl icU it looks upon With approbation 
Ihe oiily guide to our researches on tins important point 
IS a certain volume which in theory it> supposed to lay down 
rules for the conduct of nations as well ns mdiv iduals A 
contract made by a community m one hemisphere with a 
people residing lu another, through the rulers or represen 
tatives of both, is as binding as an agreement concluded 
between individuals The Englisli Government, in its re- 
lation to the people of Indio, stands precisely in the position 
of ft strong man who had forcibly possessed himself of the 
management of an estate, giving bonds at the out-ct of his 
usui-i-ilion for llic i„yrocnt of perpetual annuities to tlie 
parties previously cjcrcieing the rights of oivncrship ^ol^, 
admitting that there was no redress for the wrongful entry 
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merit of subsidies, because they arc applied to no good 
purpose and arc inconvenient to bo raised, than in declining, 
as private individuals, to dlscliargc a debt justly due to a 
miser, or to furnish the means for .reckless profligacy to the 
■worthless scion of an ancient house. It was beyond all 
question a foolish policy which dictated the majority of our 
stipulations iv ith the native princes of India, but hardly more 
unwise, than that which prompted the twenty years’ war 
with France, and entailed upon Great Britain a debt of 
some si^c hundred millions sterling. Few venture to justify 
the conduct of our rulers during that period, which has be* 
queathed a burden that will be felt by our native pflsterlty, 
but the man wbo talks of applying a sponge to the list 
of national creditors is looted upon as a public enemy. It 
was wrong to contract tbe debt, and it was very incon- 
venient to discharge it, but the obligation is clear, and until 
the means of fulfilment are wanting, we are bound in the 
sight of the universe to comply with its terms, both in the 
letter and the spirit. 

The dogmas ficquently uttered with regard to the uses of 
Oriental revolutions, and the extent of our rights as lords 
paramount df India, are miserably unsound and hardly spe* 
clous. To contend that a nation is benefited by the frequent 
recurrence of civil wars and foreign invasions, terminating in 
a change of dynasty, is as reasonable as it would be to assert 
that a man’s life was best preserved by the periodical acces- 
sion of disorders which should bring him each time to the 
verge of the grave. As to our dormant claims, under the 
plea of being lords paramount of the entire country, It is 
hard to say what these may amount to, since the extent has 
ne\er yet been defined by any competent authority ; but wc 
venture to assert that they stop ehort of a title to the whole 
of the revenues collected at present by tlie various inde- 
pendent and protected states. IVe have taken a great deal, 
and my po-sibly obtain more; but arc very properly chary 
of putting forward the doctrine of abstract right. If we arc 
entitled to claim the revenues of every district, vve are bound 
as wdl to distribute universally tlm blessings of internal iwacc 



220 


CHAP. XVIII 

inC NOBLrS AND JAGinREDArs OF INDIA — TnEIB WTONGS AND 
MISEUABLE CONDITION — TJDE INQOIoinON IN BOMBAY — CASE 
OF THE NAATAB OF ■WOODIAGUERRT — rrOFOSLD REMEDY 

• 

But besides the inheritors of empty kingships there Js 
the numerous and daily iQ^rcosiDg class of their faroihca 
and those of their chief retainers, who are yoked to us by 
bonds which they have neither the energy nor the means 
to sever, nor wc the honesty and wisdom to make pleasant 
or profitable The family and adherents of the great Mogul, 
of the house of Tippoo Sahib, and of the late Nabob of tho 
Carnatic, would alone make a goodly army, at least in point 
of numbers, and wc know not how many thousands of able- 
bodied men are Vitaliy intorcstcd m the overthrow of our 
dominion, by which alone they can hope to retain the means 
of existence During the half century that we have had 
control over the destinies of the members of the three great 
families alluded to, whil«tne have been steadily encroaching 
on the fund set apart originally for their maintenance, wc 
Ime done nothing whatever in the way of training their 
children, or affording them the opportunities of employment 
There is no opening for them in the army except as private 
soldiers, no room for them on the bench except they mingle 
>Mlh OiD ma-'s of wjlncs«cs that haunt otir courts, and arc 
content to crawl upwards, all dirt and servility 'Witliout 
land they cannot Inc bj agncuUure, and without capital 
thty cannot embark in trade Not a jear passes over winch 
docs not make large addrtnma to the slock of misery and 
di-'coiitcnt, in ihcsliajc of dninhcntcd heirs who have heked 
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tliC dust m ^am for the chance of being allowed to retain 
tlie estate or the pension enjoyed bj their father^* In 
Bengal and ^Iidros the work of rctrcncliment 13 well nigli 
oaer, and aristocratic paupensm la as wretchedly fed and 
clothed as need be , but m Bombay, at this moment, a com- 
musion IS silting, which has been in existence since 1843, 
charged to inquire into the aalidil} of all titles to rent free 
lands held m hereditarj occupation The total claims in 
the «outhern Jlahratta country up to the date of a parha- 
mentary return, issued on the 28th of August lost, amounted 
to upwards of 108,000, and le»3 than 7000 dcci'^ions had 
been given in tbe cour'O of the fourteen years pasL Tins 
leaves mortf than 100,000 claims standing over, winch at 
the same rate will be settled a t> 2,0o 8 The gam 
in revenue from the re-umptions is 15,846/ per annum, 
at pre«ent, and a further «uro of 27,000/ after the lip«e of 
one, two, or three live« The cost of the survey wasi, 
perhaps, 100,000/ in cash, and how much m good will and 
loyalty ? 

The ca«e of the jagluredars of tbe Carnatic, most of whom 
are related to the family of tbe late nabob, may be taken as 
an example of the wrongs mfljcted generally throughont 
India upon men of their cla<«. 

A thousand arguments might be adduced to ^bow the 
impolicy and cruelty of the conduct pursued towards the 3Ia- 
homedan nobility of iladras, but they can aSbrd to re«t their 
case upon the ground of admitted rights Their dignities and 
estates were created in the most valid way by the 'Mussulman 
sovereigns of the Carnatic, and have been pubhely and 
officially recognued by tbe Engb«h Government times out of 
mmd In the treaty which was made hy the hlarqms 
Cornwallis with Miffiomed 41Iy, the pos es lona of tlie 
jpglurcdars were declared exempt from interference, eten in 
the worst extremity The rights of tbe so% ereign power, wluch 
extended over all the rest of the country, were barred with 
re«pect to their estates. In the third article of the treaty, 
it was stipuhited “ that in the event of war breaking out in 
the Carnatic and countries npjicrtaimng to cither jiarty, and 
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dependent on the Carnitic, or contiguous thereto,” — for the 
better prosecution of it, mil ns long ns it should Inst, — “ the 
Company should “ possess full authority over the Carnatic, 
except the jnghires belonging to the family of the said nabob, 
amounting to star pagodas 213,911, which on condition of 
the good behaviour of the jagluredars of the said jaglures, 
nnd of their fidelity to the said nabob, and to the snid 
Compnn), shall be continued to tliem, subject to the pleasure 
of the said nabob only 

No clearer proof can be required to show that the jnghires 
were perfect nlienations from the property of the state, which 
could not be made subject to the provisions of a treaty be- 
tween sovereign powers Mahomed Ally himself renounced 
all legal claim, and he could^ not share or transfer that of 
which he was not m possession or expeciancy It is true the 
words ** subject to the pleasure of the snid nabob only,” serve 
to indicate the po«8ibdity of Ins resumption of grinfs mode 
in perpetuity, but the law of bis country and religion uould 
not justify him in so doing , and the European inheritors of 
Ins throne were not able to vindicate a wider range of lawless 
power Oaths might be broken, and all the conditions of 
trust between monarch and subject op'>nly violated hut the 
wrong would be palpable to earth and heaven And there 
IS this marked distinction to be drawn between the examples 
of native and British violence, where the Indian aristocracy 
arc m question, that in the one case, the class rarely suffers 
by the loss of the individual The aggregate wealth is not 
diminished, what is taken from the disgiaced faiourite, is 
given to his successor, and the caprice which rums a man to- 
day, may restore liin with added po sessions to-morrow 
But the water which tlio Engh«h ruler diverts from the 
stream is never restored to the fountain, or distilled in dew 
oier the Burrounilmg country It is earned awaj to fertilise 
a foreign soil Under Chri«tnn sway, the ryotand tlic noble 
arc tcnlmg to the same result of lowest pOTorU,only the one 
1ms nearly reached the firm ground of ultimate wretched 
nc«, whiUt the other ha, suH |he rags and tlic recollection of 
better d-ij 8 cl nging (o his mind and person . 
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'Uic jaglurcUnrs of the Camtlic plncc grcit rclinnco upon 
the nb tnct a ilulity of tbcir title*, ami tlie repcitcd proch- 
nntions tn which tlic British GoAcrnment pledged itself to 
respect them , but there is extint a |apcr, which "lions nlnt 
thcAcrA n(ltnini«tntion tint suliAcrtcd the dynistj of Jla- 
hoined \lly thought of their chims. It is a report from the 
Board of Rcicnuc “ On the Jnghircs in the Carnatic, ’dated 
2Gtli Jlnrch, 1802, onlj cuht montln after the annexation of 
the country The writer, Sfr Falconer, after narrating the 
difficulties nhich stood in the naj of getting at a tlioroiigh 
knowledge of the subject, gives the results of liismACstigation 
of ♦he titles hj winch ninety fiac persons held their estate® 
!Mo«t of the holder®, he remark®, had a** pluralitj,’ and man\ 
of them a multitude of Sunud®. After proving that the 
united annual aaluc amounted to nearly li\c and a half lakhs 
of pagoda®, he says, ** The jaghircs may be arranged into 
three cla.«e« 

" The ffr«tcla«a comprncsthc Altumgha tenures, of which 
the deed of gift expre ly and emphatically dc'cribes them 
to bo hereditary ” Tlic reporter enumerates the various m- 
dividuals included in the fiist rank, and goc® on to say 
“The second cla«s compnacs tlio c winch had originally 
"been conferred by pad hahi grant®, or grants ®o termed 
— and which, though not sjecifiedto be hereditary, have 
neACrthele®o been suffered to remain in the hands of the 
original grantee (the extent of the jaghirc being eometiincs 
curtailed), nntil the death of the late nabob This cla.3 
being generally kUIadar®, were expected originally to pcrfoian 
military semee as such, and the jagliires were I e«to«ed to 
defray their peT®onal expen e®, and tho e of their gam ona 
They latterly howeaer became sinecure®.” 

At the head of the li't of jaghiredar® of the second cla a, 
elands the name ot Syed Abbas ^han, ot 'fT oodiagnerry, n^io 
held under various Sunuds the most ancient bearing the seal 
of the Soul ahs of the Deccan For five generations the e fate 
had been in the po-'-e ion of the same family It yielded 
10,0007 per annum, and they had independent jun diction 
within its limit® In 1839 the 1 o’dcr of the c«tatc was an 
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old bedridden m'ln ^YllO had lost the use of his limbs for 
twenty years Such 'i condition of physical impotence is 
unfavourable to the nurture of ambitious hopes , and it will 
be reasonably concluded that a petty Indian rajah* who had 
conceived the design of making himself master of the Car 
natic, must possess many rare gifts both of body and mind 
The poor jaghiredar m question had never been suspected 
of genius or insanity, but, at the time we speak of, the 
collector of Nellore tool it into his head that he intended to 


carve out for himself an independent kingdom The merit 
of the discovery, though ascribed to the collector, is claimed 
1 y a moonshee, who has since had Ins deserts, and upon the 
representation of the former to the government of the day, a 
commisnon, consisting of a single individual, was appointed 
to take evidence in the ca«e , and the result of it lies before 
us It 13 our earnest hope to have it laid some day on the 
taljlo of a committee of the House of Commons, as a sample 
of ibe itiacbmcty by \vU\cK men obnoxious on account of 
their wealth arc ruined in India It is the hearsay scandal 
of menials and policemen anxious to conciliate the minister 
of justice It IS bo worthless that disgust at tlie open viilany 

nf the swearers is neutralised by the contempt for the intel- 
lect which could accept it as the revelations of honcat men 
Xhcre was not a single question put m the way of cro^« 
examination It was assumed from first to last that the 
w Itnesses knew all that they had to saj , and had come pro 
j ircd to say it- 

Tire nanab begged for o licanng Ho said it would bo a 


boon for which he should feel ever grateful if they would 
allow 111 Ti to coiirront Ins accusers. Ilis request was denied 
such a form was thought needless in the w ay of helping the 
collector and conunissioncr to a knowledge of the truth 
Pcojlc who are nveve to toil look wiih natural reluctance 
111 on »bo rrotpecl of labours orcrll rown , and bad lire nai.al. 
Won beard according to tliofasliion ll.al prcraiU m tire e.M 
„ed world a now lij |,„n,esre orguilt would l.a, c boon re<iuircl 
to ouMiro ,,, dope ition fa„ tho, „„„„ „ 

n, ,.,godel,rcr«l Ij the oOiccr of „ guard, nnd sent 



220 DEALING ISirARTlALLY WITH ALL. cuaf. xtui. 

under a distinct management; the revenues being remitted 
to the cxclicquer’s general tieosury. The"poltcy of this may 
be traced to the immunity provided for the jaghire lands of 
the family in the event of the Company assuming the country} 
rind the advantage of reserving as large a proportion ns pos- 
sible of their resonrees, ftom the peril of eventual sequestra- 
tion.” 

The poor jaghiredars had laid up for the rainy day which 
they dreaded was in store for them; 'but no man in that 
generation knew the full force of the'storm, and that half a 
century would elapse before its worst ravages would be felt. 
X/ord Clive and his councillors and revenue officers never 
intended that their policy should be interpreted as a series of 
covert and cruel con6scation3,.'or they would not have left on 
record these damning proofs of their nilful dishonesty. The 
document from which we’have quoted was not intended for 
the publiC) and is not only conclusive as to the rights of the 
■jaghiredars, but it affords the roost convincing evidence of 
their full recognition by the British Government. 

It suited the policy of the Company, when they annexed 
the Carnatic, to take the jaglnrcs into their possession with 
few exceptions, and grant pensions in lieu of them. Tlio 
lands were freehold, and of course the allowance should have 
been hereditary; but, after the lapse of a few years, the 
Governnient found It inconvenient to continue Such heavy 
and perpetual burdens on tbe resources of the State. So they ' 
began to talk of the annuity being only granted for the lives 
of the existing incumbents, whose children must look to the 
bounty of the ruling power. When tho lapse occurred, half 
the rate of pension was paid, os being all to wliich the family 
were entitled ** under the orders of Government.” Unruly 
or ill-treated members applied occasionally to tbe a^ent for 
assist-mco or justice, -and by degrees a practice grew up of 
dividing tho'. allowance heretofore paid to the head of the 
family, into a certain number of shares, tho amount of eicli 
bring tied by, tbn agent, in conjunction perhan, „;,h ino or 
too llussnlmnn oflidalr. A> time wore on the recipients 
. grew mere numerous, and llio rupees were diminisbed. 
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There were descendants of nobility liting perhaps on 
forty shilllnga n month, and hlldwanccs were divided until 
some of those highborn people hod but a couple of shUIings 
weekly to subsist upon. And all tliis while, there were 
" millions of acres of land lying waste in Sladras, with no 
•prospect of being brought into cultivation under the Com- 
pany’s rule. That which liad not enriched us, had made 
them miserable. . . 

Our remedy for this state of things is the universal recog- 
nition of all titles to land, for winch even bare colourable 
testimony can be addocod; ibe return of jaghires instead of 
the payment of pensions, and the imposition of an income 
tax^in all. cases of rent-free land^. If posterity has no claim 
upon jagbiredars, it will be admitted that jaghiredars ha\e 
no claim on posterity j and since they cannot do without 
government, we must make them pay at least a share 
of the cost of it. The measure of a government’s require- 
ments must be the measure of its income; and whatever 
expectations a man may have been led to form with regard* to 
the smallness of the sums that he would have to pay in taxes, 
it is clear that the State can take no heed of them. 

Of the right of Government to impose an income tax on 
state pensioners and holders of rent-free lands, there cannot 
be tlie smallest question; and if a legacy duty were added, the 
^ . heirs of those persons would not be a whit worte off than tlie 
Englishman who is taxed from his cradle to his grave. If 
the Nabob of Moorsbedabad were compelled to return some 
10,000k to the treasury of Calcutta, we, wbo uphold the 
necessity for paying hia pension, nbiJst there are funds 
sufficient to fumi<h it, should not say that he was hardly 
dealt with. Three years ago the British landowner or 
‘yi.ven.Tjfli: ujgftii. tJuur sfiveraL inanmea. in. 

the shape of direct taxation, exclusive of imposts upon every 
article of consumption or needful appliance : and looking at 
the alniost perfect exemption from fiscal charge which is 
enjoyed by the titular sovereigns and nobles of India, we 
n«sert that an income and property tax of ten i>er cent. 
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■would not be an unreasonable compensation tn the State, for 
the peculiar privileges that arc bestowed upon them 

There are various opnions ns to the proper mode of our 
future dealings with the princes of India but there can only 
he one opinion as to tlie propriety of making a change in the 
slate of our existing relations with them "We have indicated 
the course that in our judgment ought to be pursued, having 
a due regard to the mitigation of Indian burthens and the 
care of English honour We would maintain unimpaired the 
substantial portions of every treaty, but abrogate without 
scruple those stipulations which acknowledge rights and 
titles, of which not a vestige actually remains The heir of 
a deposed dynasty should rank in the first class of Ea'^tem 
nobles, thus faring better than the Bourbons of our time, and 
they should bo treated as an Enghsli Parliament would treat 
the English aristocracy The penod lias arrived when wo 
fire bound to legislate On general principles for this sumerous 
class of persons, and wc trust that the nature of the enact- 
ments will not expose us to the reproach of mankind 
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THE KESrOSSnuLTTT FOU COSQnEST. — rXTUCLIClX ><moss OF 
“ THE EIGHTS OF HAXKQD. — THE FIGUTIKO Cs*STD«CT CMTEESAL 

IX ATX CLASSES. TALUE OF AilEPJCAX XESsONS.— THE EIOUT3 

OF CONQUEST AXD THE CLAIMS OF TIIE CONQUERED. 

We are half tempted to smile at the earnestocss ivith which 
■pme of oar countrymen in. the Past repudiate the charge eff 
aeing favourable to the farther estension of the Anglo-Indian 
Empire. The blame of coRqnestmnst rest somewhere, bat 
they prefer that it should be ascribed to some score or so o^ 
men, who from time to time have held the reins of govern- 
ment. It follows of course that these rulers did not repre- 
sent the views or embody the passions of the British people. 
The latter were pacific and just, and would not have held a 
single acre of the soil in absolute possession, had they been 
consulted on the matter. They are the receivers of stolen 
property, hut they did not authorise the theft. The robbers, 
from the days of Clive to those of Gough, hare been feted 
and rewarded at home on account of their spoils, but it was 
not the nation that honoured^them. A few guilty aristocrats 
in Downing Street and grocers at Leadenhall Street are at 
the bottom of the whole matter. 

It is hard to say what might have been the aspect of afiairs 
at'this moment, had every man in Hngland, for the last cen- 
tury^ been Teferred to for Ins vote on all public occasions ; 
hut we are afraid that our 'coontiymen might have appeared 
IccS wise, and scarcely more honest. Two centuries ago a 
few of thcoi emigrated to the far W'est, and laid the founda- 
tion of a mighty dominion in peace and justice. Their de- 
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Bccndants invented a form of government for tliemschcs, 
lliey abjured kmgsbip, preKcy, n-nd hereditary rank and title, 
and set up, aa the sole rule and standard of authority, the ^ 
- sovereignty of the people Well 1 do the republicans regard 
the rights of their neighbours? Arc they better m this 
respect than the nominees of our aristocracy ? The Kcd 
Indiana will not reply in the affirmative, nor the millions of 
domestic slaves, nor the Jlcxicana, nor the Spaniards, nor the 
»iTeak with whom they ha\c come in contact in any part of 
the world The nominal heads of the Government have 
sanctioned aggressive wars as readily as the “ legitimate 
])Owera of Europe , and when there are no state plans of hos- 
tility to be earned out, Jonathan gets up an invasion m 
shares, as 5 ou would a jomt stock bank, and starts off to annex 
Central America as a pnvaie speculation If conquest is as 
tad os,robbery from the person, the Americans are worse 
than the Spartans of old, for they steal umvereally, with no 
pretence of a moral end m view 

• Do we justify aggressive wars then’ Ko' for they are 
clearly opposed to the genius and precepts of Christianity , 
but we look upon them as tlie natural fruits of civili«ation — ' 
of the vices or the strength, whichever you please to term it, 
of the whole European race As well say to the fire, do not 
burn tho stubble, as to the Englishman, do not subject the 
^ksiatic if you come in contact with him Cflicir intQrcour&c 
IS sure to end in the mastership of the former , but the re'uilt 
13 not the consequence of a dogma — it is the effect of an 


instinct The natues will not adopt our religion, because 
they are convinced that it is not so good ns their own They 
have no rch«h for our literature Or music, but in the depilis 
of their hearts they acknowledge the controlling force of the 
white man The belief js mntuol, for the meekest profc««or 
of the Gospel feels that he condescends when ho treats the 
a “Irotlicr" -R c Wa orfy 
tl.= aM.l.oaal fact that, even amongst m,s„onanea, there .. a 
per eenlage of worMly.m,„Jed„e,it a„,l „,„„„t.cal fur- 
nc.a, with winch lome foa coiitcml wc might to treat tho 
dusky tribes, is seen to be past praj mg for 
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Were the Jintions to turn honesty there «oul<l be a \cry 
extensive excliange of valuables, and unless they make full 
restitution, the sense of ab'^tract right will still be ontnged 
'^^^lO shall define the ju«t claims of separate juri«lictions’ 
Can England retain caen the Channel Wands’ We doubt 
it , for tbe «ea is her natural boundary She has no right to 
Ireland, and ou^^ht to poll the AVclsh and the North Bntons, 
to ascertain if they are willing to obey the Queen As for 
tlic kingdoms of the Continent, we are at a loss to concci\c 
upon what ground, except that of universal popular agreement, 
their ju't limits could bo marked out. They have stolen 
from each other little or much, according to tlie strength of 
their opportunities. Not a gem in any diadem hut has been 
obtained as tiueslionably as the last bright ornament of the 
British Crown, for which Her Royal Majesty neglected to 
reward the captors. . 

■\Vc arc aware that the members of the Peace Sofcicty aro 
ready with, a method of solving the difficulty which stands in 
our way They wish England to turn over a new leaf, and 
give up entirely the military occupation of foreign part* 

"We are to work, write, and praj for all the world, but to 
fight with nobody, white or black The national faith should 
inculcate the “ole duty of pvovidrog for tlie greatest hapjnneas 
of the greatest number , the common creed should consist of 
a single article, that it is proper to buy in the cheapest and 
sell in the dearest market. In the latter sentence lurks the 
error of the theory Justice between man and man requires 
that there should be no advantage token of poverty or 
Ignorance. The fair day’s work should always be rewarded 
by the fur day’s wages, and the buyer of an nrticle should 
never be asked to pay more than its latnnsic worth If 
capital be allowed on the one hand to take adTant*^e of the 
necessities of labour, and tbe workmen, on tlie other, ore 
permitted to combine whenever they see a chance of forcing 
a higher rate of payment, we cAn onlj recognise m such a 
state of things the alternate straggles and triumphs of con- 
tending enemies Honesty and good feeling are ont of the 
question The law which jules is the nglit of the strongest. 
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ancl tho 'Society .of Friends is not a wliit less belligerent 
than the Board of Control. 

All over tho 'vrorld tlierc is a never-ceasing contest for 
"raastcry, and it will not hegin to be ended in Qur time> un- 
less wo arc near the latter* days. , In the century which has 
witnessed the triumph of ilormonism and other kindred 
Impostures, ne ought not to feel.surprised at the efforts of 
thi Peace Society. The doctrine that all men are mad upon 
.8ome_'point or other would seem to derive cohfirmatio'n from 
the speeches and >7Titing3 of the leaders of the anti-fightmg 
association.' It may he very proper to fonn a league for the’ 
extirpation of a single political evil; but why should we com- 
bine with such labour and cost for the vindication of single, 
moral precept ? IVhy not organise for the purpose of making’ 
all men veritable Chi istians, instead of the mere advocates of 
peace, which only forms a single clause in the Divine code? 
It has been well observed that the pursuit of riches is ns 
strongly denounced in Scripture as the levying of war; but 
unless the principle of selfishness can be eradicated from the 
human heart, and tho pure love of mankind implanted in its 
stead, nhat hope is there of hindering men from making war 
upon their fellows ? Less than tho universal practice of 
Christianity will not suffice to destroy the belligerent feeling ; 
and if ionumcrable teachers have only succeeded, after the 
lapse of eighteen hundred years, with a small portion of the 
children of men, what prospect of usefulness js there in store 
for the Peace Society ? • • ' ' 

No doubt it is abhorrent to the best feelings of ^humanity,* 
that soldiers should wish 'Tor an opportunity of^slaughtering;^ 
their fellow creatures, and of turning as much of tliis beautiful 
earth ns their feet can traverse into a liowliug wilderness; 
but when a class of men profit bj^ the misery of others, wo 
must expect Uiem to rejoice in the spread of evil. Ask the 
lawyer if the absence of litigation amongst a cniliacd people 
is not a d, coring sign of progress, nnd ho will reply in tlie 
offimatlro I hut for all that, if his bag he empty of hnef., ho 
Will curse his hard lot. A rich client and a long suit are the 
chief sources of his hippmc-s. As a member of the human 
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productive of mischief, to some of absolute ruin. 
recollecit when Cajeput oil was declared to be a specific for 
the cholera, at that time raging in England i there was but 
one holder of the drug in the kingdom, and he stood out till* 
the j)rice advanced from 9d, an ounce to 30 j* Here was a 
profit of four thousand per cent, made upon an article which 
, Christianity would have prompted him to vend at the 
rate at which it bestows the highest of all gifts — without 
, money and without price. But the world had no blame for 
the transaction ; it was a lucky hit — the reward of mercantile 
shrewdness and sagacity* It is not likely that the fortunate 
individual was a Quaker ; but at any rate there was no reason 
why he should not have been an active member of the Peace 
Society, and set forth on platforms and in newspapers the 
blessings of utuversal brotherhood. 

Por one short year, if we could eum^.up the killed and 
wounded in the daily battles of our countrymen with each 
otlicr, the sum of misery inflicted in the course of a campaign 
would appear very small in proportion. To slaughter a man, 
it is not absolutely needful to encounter him witli wrathful 
brow and armed hands. Dry up by whatever means the 
source of his income, and he is as effectually disposed of ns 
if he were laid face upAvards on a field of slain. Shylock, 
when told that bis existence would be epared but that all 
lu3 estate a as confiscated, spurns the partial clemency, and 
cxclums — 

“Nsy, take my Iifo and all, pordoa not that , 

You tAc my bouse, xhrn yoa do take the prop 
Hint oUh tuMua my house t yoa take nij bre, 
tVbcn you do take the means xhereby 1 b' e.” 

M’ e wish that the Anglo-Indian were colonist as well ns con- 
tlttcroT. Itisan cvtl thing for ihe people oflndia, tliathc 1cm cs 
Ilia lioujcIioM gSila and hi. sjaipatldca behind liim in Ihc land 
of Ids fallicra. Hhd lie dioscn to labo root in tlio Indian soil 
•ert, jears ago, no sl.ould by tins time liavc had tailnajs ia - 
some districts, and good loail, clciyiybctc. IVc should liaso 
eiipplicd England A\ ith cotton, tfnil been independent of the 
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la,TT comraunon in the matter of Icgi lation Stores of cx- 
han<tlc^3 Tvealth, ^liich novr lie unheeded, would hare been 
opened up , duties, which are now onlj- getting famllj rccog- 
•■nieed would have been the practice of men in authonty, and, 
m ehort, the India of the twentieth century would have been 
realised at this moment. A plentiful crop of heroi«ms ma} 
always be raided on the spot which a man inhabits, to cou'olc 
him for the fadmg memories of Ins distant birthplace It is 
but nmety years since the inhabitants of Amcnca only 'hared 
in the glones ot Bntain , and now they have a roll of chivalry, 
on which are m'onbed the names of deathless men, the pro- 
duct of the we'tem world , they have a growing literature, 
and a dominion whicli is every hour enlargmg its wide 
boundane*! Had the “pilgnm fathers” taught their cbil 
dren to loot ujwn the land of their hirlh as a place of ex2e, 
in which they were to chenJj above aU things the memoncs 
of the pa^t. It IS more than Ithdy that IVa'hington would 
have died a retired officer in the royal army, and the afiairs 
of Iiew Tork and Pennsylvania been admini-tered jm-t now 
by Mr liabouchere and the Ckdonial Office. 

Ash the physiologt t of nations what it is that prompts 
OUT 'chemes of foreign conqne*t, and he will answer, *'a 
re'tleis love of acquisition.” TVe would poor the worlds 
wealth into a goVet, and dnnk it off at a draught Vi e 
•would anticipate the course of tune, and enjoy, in our gene 
ration the treasures of futanly , but in the instance of our 
Indian dominion, we seem to have gamed without any de.ire 
to enjoy the umal frnit' "Whenever we have encountered 
oppO'ition, our track has been like that of the desolating 
lava » bnt, like that molten wave we have congealed to «ione 
when the «trcnglh of the fire-birth is expended. The wealth 
wh ch we acquire is obtained by the exercise of the com 
mntre^ npjhnmces di ’idoour, Vne excrtnnisvihinhi-wtiinicB 
arc the resnlt not of great thonghta or of noble emotions, 
but are j rompted by the mere animal id tinct of self pre- 
e^rvation The land is teeming with wealth which we 
never u c, and apparently never covet — for tlie simple rea^n 
that we are ignorant of its exialencc. Two hundred million' 
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It cannot 1)C5 ilenied lliatihe nnti^ cs lost rather tlnn gamed 
hy tlie last change in the govermnent of India In tlicorj , 
they stand upon the 'same footing \fith the I!luropcans , but 
vrho does not see that now and henceforth the latter will 
continue to engross for n lime all the higher posts in 
the goiemnicnt of the country? The necessity of being 
edacated inlngland, and of standing a competition withjhe 
nhole body of the English educated youth, is fatal to 
the hopes of the Hindoo student, however naturally gifted, 
and though left entirely free to enter the lists as a candidate 
for the rich prirea of the civil service It is true that 
hitherto the Company have always acted as though there had 
been no recognition of the equal right of ail the Queens 
subjects to a«pire to hi^U employment in the service of the 
state. TVe hdie nb natives on the bench of the ZJJah 
Courts, or dark skinned engineers. Policy shuts them out 
from high command tn the army , and interest has effectually 
prevented them from effecting an entrance into tlio ranks 
of the cml branch But there was a change which ap- 
peared to effect all that could be desired monopoly 

of office was utterly overthronn, nlldistincbODBof caste were 
nb^ished , rmk and wealth were to b^ the sure rewards of 
the ablest lou cannot find a flaw in tb^ Bcheme which 13 
to ransack all the broad dominions of Britain in search of the 
most gifted intellects, and which gives to the service of the 
■public the concentrated talent of the whole array of nations 
which own the sovereignty of Queen Victoria. And yet, 
the direct exclusion, by name, of the natives of India could 
not have hindered theix ^odvancement m the way of self- 
government more completely than this liberal measure In 
the race which is thiown open to half the world, they will 
never be the victors They might have extorted, under the 
old system, some concessions j^m the remorsp and shame of 
tlie Indian Goiernment, but, in future,, they can hope 
nothing from the justice of the exauuQSrs home The 
1 ittcr arc bound to select the best mstructed of the youth* 
th it offer to undergo the ordeal , -and how can the poor 
Astatic, n cighcd down with the preju4icc3 *of caste, and 



236 GOING -WESTWABD TO SCHOOI. cnxr 

of hum'm souls wait, patiently, from father to son, for de 
Iwermce from mental and moral bondage, and we, who 
might almost be gods in onr distribution of blessings, feel 
that we have performed our duty if we always rank a httle 
aboi e the fallen angel =< 

Every man is conscious of having at vinous times received 
new impressions, such as haic totally altered his views^and 
feelings upon particular subjects" The profound^thlnker can 
trace m *hi3 own mind the constant action of change, and 
follow in their proper sequence the influences which have 
moulded his opinions , and tlie ma^s of the people, though 
they do not consider these matters cunouslj , become aware 
at certain periods that a new light bas dawned upon them 
AVhen feudalism was forced to acknowledge that the tiller 
of the ground was not a divinely appointed slave — when 
pne^ts were led to own tliat their mi«sion was to convert 
heretic^ and not to bum them — when the source of 
political power was declared to reside m the people — 
when the bonds of commerce were loosened and the entire 
freedom of international intcrcour<e Anally asserted our 
Engli«h kindred saw they were about to ojjcn fresh chapters 
of history They have lowgtit ihomscKcs and the world 
some of the noblest lessons, but for the present it seems 
tint they must put off the pedagogue, and go to ■'chool again 
Tlie Americans hive set them a few excrci«ea, which we 
hope will soon be learned and extended by the "pupils 

■\Vc do not owe to our Transatlantic friends any improved 
1 leas of religion, morals, or freedom, 'll e arc content w ith 
our monarchy, our church, and our share of lil erty , but we 
have to tlnnk them for the mo"*! decwivc proofs of the onmi- 
potcnco of common sense Thcyliave shown us the inon> 
strous ab'imlity of Jhc role of Red Tape, and the folly of 
allowing a government ,fo rcgufitc the sociaf nrrangemenfs 
of a naiion Their progress is the mo-<t wonderful jn the 
annals of the world, because they have hindered it from 
being interfered with, Aa soon ns they have tlicni- 

sches that a thing ought to be done, they go and do it 
Tlic men who resolve arc the men who execute There is 
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no Traltiag for sanction, or presentation of bumble petitions 
to persons who are moat likely \nown to be profoundly in- 
competent to give any opinion, mucb less nn outlioritative 
one, on tlic matter. The notion that a useful scheme could 
be set aside at the mere will of a State servant/ is incom- 
prehenaible to them. They would as soon think of allowing 
the veto of the Emperor of China. The Yankee, who has 
so much in common with ourselves, looks at politico-social 
questions from a totally different point of view. He judges 
the acts of Government hy tlie same criterion that he would 
judge the conduct of a body of traders. They ought to ac- 
complish whatei cr lies in the compiss of their ability, and 
in the cheapest and most satisfactory banner. The fool 
ought neither to be trusted nor rewarded ; and the idler 
should be punished without mercy. Kow, take an English- 
man who happens to be botli merchant and East India 
director, watch his conduct in both capacities, and yon will 
note Ins application of two dificTcnt rules to circumstances 
which are precisely alike. As a merchant he will only 
employ men to do the tasks they are 6t for, and lias proper 
notions of responsibility and power. He will not, as a 
member of a railway board, ask Mr. Stephenoon to submil 
bis plans to the approval and control of the secretary’s de* 
partment; but as a director of the East India Company, hi 
insists that Colonel Cotton ehall obey the Madras Eevenui 
Board, the governor, and the authorities in Bengal. Tell him, 
as a merchant, that his workmen, whom he is bound to 
take care of, nro many of them starving, but that, if he 
merely gives the word, abundant employment can be found 
for them, and his own income thereby largely increased, and 
see how readily his humanity and interest will dovetail 
in each other ; but in his capacity of manager at Ecadenhall 
■Street, suc'b considerations are mostly disregarded. 'IVhy 
questions of a purely social kind,, should be dealt witli eo 
differently is what brother Jonallian cannot comprehend. 
If wc had the “’cutest" of all Yankees in Bomliav or 
hladras at this moment, wc should find it utfcrly'iinpossihl6 
to make him understand why wc keep* up ‘governors 'and 
councils under present circumstances,— • why certiln men in 
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forced to imleorn, bj .way of a commencement, the foollsh- 
ncss'of his previous lifetime, p.'xss^ through the furnace with 
•triumph? It is a pity that those ^to 'whom ^the guidance of 
affairs were intrusted, should not have had the_ courage .h) 
stand on the great truth which lies at the bottom of^all this 
contradictory legislation for ’India. The Asiatic can never 
occupy the same platform with the European; a'ndit is- a cruel 
mockery to teach him to the contrary. So long as the value 
of his learning and capacity is tested by an Eastern standard, 
he may obtain, in reputation at Jeast, the full measure of their 
worth ; but when opposed to Western ability, he fails as much 
in the comparison of mental as of bodily power. The law 
that affected to put the two races on a level, would he at 
variance with the decrees of nature, which has ordained that 
there should he an eternal wall of separatifin between them. 
The time has again come round in which India must be legis- 
lated for; but wc protest beforehand against any attempt to 
establish equalityby Act of Parliament, in the teeth of the 
wiser legislation of Frovldencp. There is a great debt on ing 
to India, of which it is time to commence at least the pay- 
ment of the first instalment ; but those who ould tender, for 
that purpose, a declaration of equal rights on the part of 
Hindoos and Englishmen, and practically enforce it, aN ould 
create a balance on the other side, which would have to he 


adjusted again in an inconvenient way. The cry of " Justice 
to Indio,” w ill receive various interpretations ; hut no honest 
politician can lend the slightest countenance to the notion 


avhich appeare to bo uppermost in the minds of leading Hin- 
doos, thatEnglish institutions can be established in that part 
of the Queen’s dominions, or that the country can ho go. 
vemed by and for the people. We may as well attempt to 
assimilate the natural productions of the two hemispheres as 
strive to naturalise in the East tlio growth of Anf»Io-Saxon 
cnilisation. Eycn where the eoil is Cited for its reception, 
tlH! tree of lllicrly will not Oouri-I, as a traniplanted root. 
It must bo ralscl from the eced, anil not ll.o graft. Inst'oaJ 
of bc.„g-.„a..gan.tcd will, ponrp and ceremony, its silo, it 
uiwrnngmgmurt bo watched and tended by.analows gene- 
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rations, ready at a\l tiroes to water it withTilood and tear^ 
India created, thou ands of years since, her own peculnr 
system of civilised existence It is worn out, and now n ants 
re'pjaclng , but the new law mast grow out of the old,— you 
cannot change the national character The Hindoo is alwajs 
a*‘inan,’ but he n ill never be a “brother,” in tlie seil'o 
which imphea an identity of feelings and interests n itli the 
Englishman 

If the native reformers had the option to-morrow, they 
would reject the British constitution as a model AVhat 
they aak !<>, to be allowed to pick out a bit here and there, 
to have the taeans of being on an equal footing is itU Eu- 
ropeans, at the same time that they preserved their own 
class privileges to the fullest extent- They would like a 
house of lords composed of Brahmin'*, and a hou^e of 
commons to which Sudras might be admitted, but if a 
barber's eon claimed to lead tbe first, nud tbe child of an 
apostate was appointed to rule the second, they would 
forego all the benefits of legislative authority rather than 
acknowledge them as superiors The keystone of British 
freedom is the equality of all men beneath the law, whereas 
the fundamental pnuciplo of Huidooi'^m is the itrover'ible 
aubordiuation of classes To the Englishman, the past and 
present teaches the grand Icson of the people s sovereignty 
To the Brahmin, the voice of Deity ever inculcates the 
Tight of despotism on the one band, and the duty of obedi- 
ence on the other Before the smallest fragment of a true 
repre cntation i** found in India, the existence of caste must 
be wholly annihilated 

And if it 13 lain to expect that the country can be 
governed by the native aristocracy, it is equally idle to 
imagine that it mil be ruled bj foreigners, for the popula- 
tion at large As well may the sonant expect to bo 
allowed to labour for bis own profit in«tead of his masters 
The English cxcrci«c suaj from purely sclfiMi motives , and 
if heaven eo ordains it that we are made the instruments of 
• good, the merit is not to be asinbed to us. Every memlier 
of the alien race mil try and extract as much imhiiduvl 
n ' 
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profit *18 lie can* honestly obtain To sow where they ha^e 
not reaped, is the privilege of conquerors throughout all 
time I5ut, in addition to the good of which we are un- 
con^cious instruments, we arc willing, as a body, to soften 
the inevitable evils of dominion over a strange land 
mnst have money — we will not part with power, but if 
the one can be raised with less of suffenng to the people, and 
the other may be exerted to better results there is abundant 
inclination on the part of the English people at home to make 
Euch changea as are requisite for both ends It is usually 
admitted that inordinate taxation is injurious to the govern- 
ment as well as to the community, and that a defective 
administration of juati.ee is a scandal to all thos^ who have 
authority to efTeot its reformation 

The revision and abatement of taxation, the cheapening of 
law, which costs so much of the poor man’s time, the legal 
education of judges, and the universal boon of English 
teaching, — these are the objects for which native a«8ocnlion8 
might exert themselves with effect, and to nlnch we should 
like to see them voluntarily restricted Their neglect of the 
great social questions tells most unfavourably on the interests 
of their countrymen If some of (heir complaints aro voted 
unreasonable, it will be concluded that no grievanco has been 
foi^ottcri 'When the patient apiienrs uncon«ci0U3 of suffer- 
ing, the state phjsicians will Jiardly net on tbc diagnosis of 
disease drawn up by one who will be sot down as an over- 
^ zealous friend 

It frequently happen^, however, that whole races, as well 
ns individual^, nre unmindful of their true interests, in which 
case it IS the more imperative that they should bo eared for 
by the rest of the world It is the lot of society in the East 
to be moulded into new terms in spite of iticlf, to have frec- 
dftVA v.y^OT. vt , i.wl k.e/w.VsfJ,5;<. vwwie t, 

Nc^cr m the hwtory of tnniikind did a nation take such 
pains to siibicrt lU own dominion, os the rnglisj, Invc 
lAci. to .\c.troy tl.c.r empire otcr ll,o gootlK re .,ons of 
IImuo«lnn * ' 

V>c can sum up at this moment nil the rcaulls of nticn.pis 
which ma> he made hj the nativcsof India to extort iK>litical 
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privileges, but it would be bird to saj wlnt juigbt not be 
gamed for the country, if they would Daguerreotj pe the face 
of the land, and present in colours its worn and melancholy 
features We can at best onlv give a profile, — they could 
furnish a full portrait, and attest its fidelity 

The Baboos of Bengal, the Chettics and iloodeliars of 
Madras claim to be entitled to equal privileges inth the 
Englishman, but they have to learn that, although fieedoni 
has no geographical limits, and the gift of liberty is a heir- 
loom of all others the most precious, it must never bo 
bestowed on tho e who would cut off the entail To entitle 
themselves to be joined with the Englishman, and allowed 
to share in his privileges, they must adopt the covenant 
which binds him to look on the whole human race with 
sympathy To the members of that undivided family, 
freedom is a property m common, and to claim the Tight of 
enjoying is to aclmowledge tho obligation to sharo it But 
will the eticUers for caste accept the liberty they demand 
on those equitable terms? Will they allow the barber’e <on 
to preside over their legislative cliambcr, and see without 
murmur a panah promoted to the highest ofiSces’ We arc 
afraid that it is not id tJiat epint they would recognise the 
u«es of power They would exercise it not as trustees, 
bound to act fof the common benefit, but os the members 
of a sect claiming the right of exclusive enjoyment and the 
opportunity of persecution for conscience* euke They wish 
to get possession of frecdoro that they may assassinate her 
In propoTlion as their licence is extended, the just privileges 
of others must be abridged Tlio consiatent a«scrtore of 
equal rtgliU demand in the same breath that tliey may 
stand on a level uith the English Christian, and be alJoued 
to trample tho Hindoo believer under their feet. c arc to 
confer upon them ihd giant’s strength, with the full know- 
ledge that they intend to u«o it as tyrannously as a giant 
Under the heads of civilisation, literature, and commerce, 
our countrymen arc not justly Onrgoxblc xvith haiing 
diminished the sum total of Hindoo blcs'ings. If it is sml 
that Suttee, Infanticide, and Tliuggcc, are amongst tlic 
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comforts of ciMhsntion, it will be 'illownblc to charge ns 
•With Vandalism, but the Churruck Poojah is still left to 
con^iolc the devotees of the Post. Every year they hang up» 
Without molestation from the authorities, a dozen or so oF 
civilised person", who rcjoicc m th6 polished pastime of 
revolving round a huge pole by means of iron hooks pa««ed 
through their quivering flesh Not n temple has been 
thrown down by the English, not a single deity removed 
by proclamation from the calendar They are at liberty to 
practi 0 any of the arts for which their forcfithers were 
famous, as well as those for which the European is re 
nouned In literature they have not lost Menu, but they 
liavo gamed ^Iilton They can study tlieir own shastras as 
well as our sciences, and read Sbakspeare along with the 
Vcdis and Puranas As for commerce, our friends the 
Baboos, Moodehars, and Chetties will Inrdly pretend that 
their fathers’ sons have anytlung to complain of on that score 
They are at liberty to trade with all the world, and when 
they have counted their gams, may rely on being permitted to 
keep them They are fast making India an unprofitable place 
of residence for the British merchant, and might, if they 
chose, entirely monopolise the commerce of the country 
The noble has become a pauper, the ryot barely contrives to 
keep body and soul together , but in every part of India the 
native trader thrives and fattens It is he who gathers up 
. the crumbs that fall from the Company e table, and gleans in 
the fields which have been ravaged by the collector and his 
locust brood Our government and laws have been, and 
continue to be, full of evil , but they will certainly sustain a 
comparison with tho«eof thenative sovereigns to whose annals 
we can point with any degree of liistonc certainty Wc 
know little about what was eaid and done in the remote 
periods of history, but the forefithcrsof the present "cnera- 
tion can hardly be said to have experienced the qualified 
happ ncas which tl c Greek poet ascribed to his ancestors 

under the rule of Sliltiadcs, when be eanw 

•* Onr frrvnU tl eo 
Were <t 11 at least oarcoontiymcn " 
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Tliey lived and suffered tinder the changing rule of despo- 
tism In one gencntion the Hindoo rajal> killed pigs in the 
snored places of the Mnbo'taiednns , and in the next, the 
de cendants of the Arabinn elaughtered cows on the hallo* ed 
floors of the \ agodn. Life and property were the toys of 
authority, and liberty a blessing equally unknown, to monarch 
md to slnve. 

Engli<!hinen n ho have a proper sen«e of their rc'ponsibihty 
to God and mankind, feel that they Imre not done justice to 
India, but the ruler who wishes to escape censure is only 
too gknd to institute a comparisou beta cen the acts of his 
onn government and tbo«e of his native predecessor^ To 
come to modem timc«, there ore men now U\ mg in the terri- 
tory of Mysore who remember Tippoo Saib, and have paid 
ohcdienco to the heir of the ancient Hindoo dynasty who 
was set up m hts room if tbcir suffrages could be taken, 
they would not he incbncd to vote in favour of natno 
sovereigns, liowcver orthodox m tbcir practice of idolatry 
or sincere in their profession of re«pcct for Allah and the 
Prophet. 

Tor the people of India, the down trodden ma «es, — fur 
the beggared rajah wlio'^ patnmonial c tate bos been 
wrested from him, — for the Bralunm who sighs oicr the 
decay of a religion which, in his heart, he believes to be of 
diMncongm — wc can feel respect and sympathy, but wo 
Jme not much regard for tlie majority of Hindoo politician®, 
who talk of wrongs which they lm>c not suffered, nnd aspire 
to the enjoyment of pmilcgcs to which they have as yet no 
rightful claim®. Let them first cam a t«lo to freedom and 
understand the uses to which they would be hound to apj ly 
it A\ hen they arc of the same heart nnd mind with the 
Anglo-Sixon, they may be nllowctl to share in the fruits of 
his ccntuncs of tod, and labour with him in the great field of 
liunian improicmcnt. The terms of the partnership may be 
arranged with our dc'ccndants. 

Though daily losing ground Bmong«t Uicir own jicoplc, tl o 
adiocates of caste are still a power in India, but what share 
can they have in iho tnumjhs of European civilisation? 
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CHAP XX 

THE PELIGIOCS QaESHON — -NOCEE IX>EDS UPON ClIIU»T112t PCI,Er« 
■— TOE DESPOTISM OP K^OWLEDaE — TUE MTSE A>D GOOD SUN 
AL'\VATa A raS3IO>ART — FAl.SE IDEAS OF MTIVE UOSTUlTf 
TO CnBISTIAMlT 

In the House of Lords, on tlic Otb of June last, Lord 
EUcnborouglv spole on the eubject of the di affection m 
the Bengal army The former Gorcrnor General of Indi-i 
said, m the course of his speech, I can ‘carcelj believe it 
norr to be true, though 1 sw it distinctly stated m the 
papers, that the Governor General himself^ Lord Canning, 
sub cnbed largely to a Missionary Society, ivhich has for its 
object the couveraioa of the natives I deem that fact of 
tbc«e EnbscnpUons of Lord Canning, the Goi emor General 
of India, to Kxaelies baring for their object the conversion of 
the natiTCS, if it be true, to be one of the most dangerous 
tilings that could po«sibly have happened to the security of 
our government m India." The Pre ident of the Council, 
the Jlarquis of Lan«downe, followed Lord Ellenborou"!), 
and «aid that, *‘lia>ing the strongest public and private 
friend hip for Lord Canning, lie was yet prepared to state 
that if by any error or mistake in judgment, which he did 
not believe, and he would not believe without proof, Lonl 
Canning bad so acted as to give countenance to such bebef 
as the noble carl inferred, ho would no longer dc erve to 
be continued in his office as Governor General of India. 
(Hear, hear)" 

It IS held m substance by hislorddup and tho«c who agree 
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vjth him, tint ti emill hotl> of men Im>c no right to endev 
\ our the Biibi crsioii of an oneienl faith which jills and satisfies 
the mind of n nation , but if this rule of action be correct, Sir 
James Brooke nos not ■namnted in putting doun licad- 
Inmting in SiraTvak 3ho Djaks had practised it from lime 
immcmornl It nos, at the ennic time, a religious duty and 
a custom of clni'nlrj Ihcy believed tliat it brought incrca®c 
of riches as well as honour The English civih'cr murdered, 
then, the man ■nho was pot to death by n Mrtualcv post facto 
Ian for only abiding by the law of his priests, and the tradi- 
tions of his fathers And the like measure of di»appro^al must 
be nwnnlcd to cry man who has suppressed foreign customs 
alien to his own preconceived notions, no matter whether 
cannibalism, human sacnficcs, or sclf-imnioKtion It wdl 
only be necessary to prove, what no one ivitl attempt to 
denj, that the eaid customs were agreeable to the habits and 
feelings of the people, and forthwith it is made a crime to 
disturb them According to this doctrine, civdisatioa could 
only bo advanced by supernatural means, and the idea of 
superior wisdom is absurd 

It js surely not nccc««ai7 to em/doy argument, to show the 
folly of idol worsliip, or the roi-crablc vices of the Hindoo 
character in a national point of view Those who sneer at 
Christianity will hardly vaunt, as n proof of their better 
appreciation of the ideas most worthy of man’s homage, their 
own reverence for Hindoo symbols of divine power The 
hatred of priestcraft, the recogoition of the universal rights 
of man] lad, and the acknowledgment of the just superiority 
of great powers — no matter in what station of life the pos- 
Bcsxor may be found — are altogether incompatible with the 
support of Brahmins and the advocacy of the division of 
Castes , nor wiU any man uphold the superior advantages of 
Indian progress, unless he is prepared to deny the Uses of 
knowledge and the benefits of science Such a man must 
avow his desire to roll back the tide of time, and wholly 
erase the fairest pages of the worlds history 

IVe repudiate then altc^ether tlie idea that the Hindoos 
are competent to offer valid opposition to the march of Hu- 
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ro{ ean idcia in rchgion or science, ju^t as 'we would the 
resistance of n child to the projects of the matured intellect 
The fact of an enlightened Englidiman rationally espousing 
tliG cause of Hindoo hatred to innovation, is not capable of 
belief Such a man can no more in his heart uphold the 
doctnnes of native theology, or the follies of natnc preten- 
sions to "cicnce, than he can prefer the bullock-tracks to the 
railway, or the tappal to the clectnc telegraph "We claim 
the right, by virtue of superior power, acquired from the 
ince-sant exercise of all the faculties of mmd and body, to 
pronounce upon the value of mental efforts, and map out the 
course of the nation’s travel upon the great highway of human 
improvement 

But then comes the question, how far arc men, m their in- 
dividual capacity, bound to spread abroad tlie superior know- 
ledge nlnch has been imparted to them ? In physical affairs 
the question is easy of ‘solution The man who by chance 
discovers a remedy for a disease hitherto deemed incurable, 
and which annually swept off* great numbers of the popula- 
tion, would be deemed a public enemy if ho confined the 
secret to bis own breast The fate of almost every di^cov erer 
reflects but little honour upon Jiis conteroporanes. Opposi 
tion, contempt, and ob'cunly — neglect jd the market-place* 
and homage m the tomb» make up the common lot of tl c 
world 8 greatest benefactors, but, could jenner have foreseen 
arith the clearness of prophetic vision that he should hav e 
been spumed as a quack and treated as a cheat, alihe by 
the men of his own profe«sjon and the untaught public, 
would that knowledge have ju«lificd limi in the estimation of 
posterity in withholding bis glonous discovery of % accmation’ 
According to the magnitude of a gilt, juat so is the extent of 
our obligation to slmc its bleedings with others He who 
"knows most, must worK ’jtarde«>t. ’Ttia 'Knowledge w'iiicb is 
not communicated loses nearly all its inherent value And 
jf such IS the enso with regard to mere temporal affair*, bou 
much stronger is the obligation in spiritual matters I The 
man who u ould cure an aching finger, or as a matter of duty 
increase the enjojTUcnts of the parsing hour, would hardly 



siviiNG run issuL or iivirti 


CHAP XX 


2j0 

ilcom liimsolf justrilecl in wifiilioldtng the Lnowicdgo of im- 
mortality 

\Yq hold tint the govctnincut of India fia\c no right 
^\lntc^crto interfere With the pmato miaeionary efforts of 
their highest officers, and that tlio nati% ca have no cau«c to 
complain, so long as these efforts arc not backed by the coer- 
cive power of the state The employment of force defeals 
its own object, and is, besides, wholly unchnstnn, but what 
rcstuctions can the Court of Directors really place upon the 
efforts of their servants to disseminate tho light of a purer 
faith? Granted, that they could prohibit a governor gene 
ral or a secretary from appearing upon a missionary plat- 
form, they could not prevent tliom from subscribing for the 
Tmmtcnnnco of a Schwart* or a Carey, they could not, 
■without imminent danger to their own miserable and narrow 
interests, hinder them from founding Chnstnn schools, or 
from exhibiting, in a thou«'ind ways, the force of Chnstiau 
example And what on tho other hand, should induce any 
man, holding m his heart the inevitable belief that truth 
will always prevail, to binder the conflict of the opposing 
principles of reason and folly ? We absolutely deny the 
right of the state to prohibit any man however high or 
•liiimblc his station, from doing hw utmost to obtain, with the 
weapons of mind, victory for bis oWn peculiar opinions We 
give toleration to all creeds, and equal external power to all 
forms of belief It is as competent to the Hindoo as to the 
Luropean to battle with pen and tongue m defence of his 
faith and this claim of liberty, which is held to be undeni- 
able m the case of the humblest, wo cannot, surely, withhold 
from the highest in the state A ground of complaint exists 
when the power which is held in trust for the common benefit 
of the community is exerted to forward the obi,ecta of a. Ci'i, 

To say that tie nppaient bias of raeinbers of tie rulio" 
authority, exhibited only in speech or writing, is held to 1 c 
equivalent to a demand of obedience, is to declare the absolute 
slivulincs. of tLo coltiluilc _o„ inferenco wlncli would most 
probably be repudiated by tlioso mho upbold what are called 
t! o rights of the Hindoo 
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Upon the=G broad grounds, then, that the opposition offered 
to the growth of European thought is not rational, and 
that the state has no right whatever to proscribe the moral 
influence of truth, or even of error, if we may be pardoned 
the seeming parados, we hold that the Hindoos ha\e no 
just ground of complaint when the peaceable subversion 
of tbeir religion is contemplated, and that the officers of 
Government are entitled to exert themselves to promote mis- 
sionary object'*, on all occasions, in their private capacity 
As servants of the state, they are bonnd to protect all, as 
heirs of immortality, they are bound to enlighten all 

There are questions upon which the law ° and opinions of 
the Hindoos ought not to have any weight whatever If an 
innovation sought to be made 13 in accordance with the true 
interests of cuiUsation (and of that the dominant race only 
are qnalffied to judge), we are autlron«ed to cany it into 
cffccU On what other grounds can we justify our forcible 
interference with so many chemhed customs and reli<»iou9 
duties? The Rajpoot thought it was for the benefit of his 
race, that female infanta ehonld be ronrdcred The ICliond 
bohoTed thit the ble« 3 mg of hcayon would •ittcnd bun if be 
ofTered up buman sicnScos The Hindoo widow nntioipatod 
1 glorious hereafter, if she were pcmiitled to burn with bet 
dead husband Well, out people courerted all tboc men 
tirious acts into crimes. They debarred bcaren from tbo 
widow They capo ed the Kliond to famine and pestilence 
They punished mfantioido with the penalty of murder 
■n hence did they get authority to do this ? 

Sha.lcrs or the bps of Brahmins Not from Eajahs or the 
natiao commonalty They walked by the light, and acted 
by the force of cirihsation. They imposed humanity and 
liberty upon the ignorant and weal There was no wailin - 
for the national sanction If darkness were not better than 
light, the natiacs would bless tliem by and by, and mean- 
time they n ere prepared to cnconnlcr all the consequences of 
! vtred nnd mi 3 unlcr«tmdmg 

The pne-ts nnd teachers of tho Hindoos regard us with a 
fcchng iihicli 13 not to he conciliated by any Sit of apo-lusy 
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on the part of our rulers They cue nothing about the sub- 
scriptions of the governor general maid of religious societies, 
or the preaching of the Gospel It is our civilisation, and 
not our Christianity, that they dread , not the doctrine that 
the Saviour died for all men, but the teaching of the fact that 
the earth is round Banish on the morrow all \\ ho take an 
interest in the spread of the glad tidings, pull down the 
pulpits and scatter the congregations, and so long as a school 
remained open, or a Hindoo child recollected tlie first lessons 
m geography, we should fail to satisfy them 'Wherever 
our footsteps penetrate, the pundit finds that his income 
lessens and his influence withers IIis defeats are not to be 
measured by our rictones The deist is a rebel to Hm- 
dooi'*m, though he refuses to fight under the Christian 
banner Young Bengal is not gamed by the mi'Sionary , but 
ho IS lost to the Brahmin. 

Let no man of our race harbour the foolish thought that 
the example of the Emperor Julian might well be imitated 
by oup chief ruler in India, or that we tan wm the affection 
of the orthodox Hindoo by hindenng the growth of Chris- 
tianity From the highest to the lowest, they will gladly 
tolerate us if we will only consent to tolerate them They 
have not sought the life of the missionary or the holdings of 
the planter Tliey wish to retain their lands and religion, 
and believe in their hearts that wc intend to deprive them of 
both by violence Let us give them assurance to the con- 
trary, and our Sovereign will have no firmer allies than the 
princes of Ilindoatan, no subjects more peaceful tlian the 
Brahmin and his followers 
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TorrnPE is tue sorxn ■wxst —now statfs ape “ ppotected ’ 
— EXAitPLtS op EfDlAS JTJSXlCt. 

ly deiling with the subjects of Indian law and police, one 
cannot help gmng way to occasional bursts of uncontroUoble 
laughter \ou are obliged to indulge either m cursing or 
cacchination, and the latter is the more harmless, if the le«s 
gati fying mode of venting your feelings The tyranny is 
80 unrestramed, the illegality so outrageous, as to he really 
comic Xeithec are matched by any species of rule under 
the sun IPe are not gomg to quote examples from the 
report of the Madras Torture Commi'sion, which is three 
years old, nor from Mr HaUiday s minote ou the condition 
of the police m Bengal, but will begin with citing instances 
from a P-irliamentary return ordered by the House of 
Commons, on the 22Dd of June last, nine days after the 
Gigging Act was pa-eed in Calcutta. The public must 
plco«e not to murmur, if we^k them to turn back with u3 
at the end of a fen pages. 

Amongst the chief allies of the Bntidi Goremment, is the 
■Rajah of Puttialah The tcmlones of this prince, who is a 
Sikh^ form a jwrtion of what ore called the “Protected 
States,” and are situated on the south side of the Sutlej 
■yriieti the rebellion broke out, Iionl Canning called upon 
him for assistance , and he met the claim halfway, sending 
ln< troops amongst the very 6r3t reinforcements to Dell i, 
and afTonhng, by word and deed, the greatest proof of zeal 
ind fncnddiiji. It is reported, on good authority, tint he 
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has lent the Government of thePunjaub large sums, and 
more than lihely that if, instead of aiding ns, ho had raised 
the standard of the Khalsa, and called on the Sikhs to make a 
second fight for their independence, he would have been 
joined by thousands of the men who are now fighting on our 
Bide, and who^e numbers and bravery enabled us to capture 
Delhi How needful it has always been to avoid giving this 
influential chief just ground for offence, is a point that need 
not be dwelt upon 

Amongst the list of civilians attached to the North-West 
Provinces, la Mr Henry Brereton This gentleman has been 
fourteen years m the service, and m April, 1854, and for 
aoine time previously, was deputy commissioner, in charge of 
the Loodianah district He is described by Sw John Law- 
rence as being a man of vigorous ability In October, 1854, 
certain native petitions were addre'sed to the chief commis- 
sioner, complaining against some proceedings in tho criminal 
department, and making various statements, which he ordered 
to be enquired into The result was a report from Mi 
Barnes, sapenntendent of the Cis Sntlej States, the greater 
portion of which we mu«t give in that gentleman’s own 
words After stating hisarnval m Loodianah, m November, 
Mr Barnes proceeds ns follows — “Before your communi- 
cation, I had visited tlie gvol in company with the deputy- 
commissioner I had found all the wards crowded with pri 
soners, some of whom, for want of accommodation, were 
placed m tents I was surrounded by men who complained 
loudly of the means by which they had been arrested and 
confined I had also heard tliat Sir Brereton maintained 
informers, some on a fived salarj, who were always with him, 
and sorae^on Epccial duty, who were only in occasional 
employ I heard also numerous complaints ngamst Moooahib 
Khan, and his hrothcr rutleVi Jung, and petitions from 
zemindars of Jugrnon, belonging to castes who have not a 
goolnamc, Ind been presented to me, complamm^r of the 
Hire niCTsiircs adopted by tlic acting tcl.sildar, Moosnlnb 
KImn Boedtr Sing and LnU, Sing dcchrc lliat tlioir 
bnu -08 were teatclied last May. on su.picion of bciag con 
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llic held (thej aic Sikhs) was tied to their leg irons, 
wooden pegs were dri\cu into the joints of their elbows flnd 
other sensitive parts Others were merely bound tightlj 
and beaten with fists, so that no marl's might remain I m 
speeted two men. Ram Oitta and Dittoo , they bear large 
scars on their elbons, 4»,Dd on other parts of their arms 
Ihe cicatrix in each wound is recent, and. they all so 
Icmnly state that these pegs were forcibly inserted, so as 
to lacerate the flesh The man who operated jn all these 
eases was a wretch called Allah Buksh, a seraont belonging 
to iutteh Jung Ra.ni Dittaand Dittoo were so severely 
wounded with these pegs, that they were sent to the gaol 
hospital and were cured there 

” El cntually, although there was nothing whatei er against 
them, except the malicious Btatement of a convict, all the,so 
men were required to furnish hcaiy securities of 200 rupees 
each, and they weft not released till these securities were 
produced 

**■ After I had taken these depositions, I went to the 
Hawalut, where 1 found fifty seven men under confine 
ment In one case of robbery, of 8,700 rupees, at Rac^ 
poor, six men and women were under arrest Some of theso 
were arrested in August last, and some m September last, 
yet in two instances only had the defence been taken 
Xhc other four did not know on what grounds they had been 
seized They had not been called upon for their defence, 
aud had been in Hawalut for many weeks The arrests 
were made by Futteh Jung, on the information of a single 
‘ Gomdali ’ Down Sing one of the prisoners, declares 
lie was tortured by Futteh Jung into a partial confes 
Sion On his testimony, Hurnnm Singh, a Jut of the 
Pnttialah territory, near Thaneysiti, was seized, and also 
Iloopa Ins mother Hurnam declares tint ho was confined 
at 1 uttch J ung a quarters m tlio city A tent peg was 
driven into his anus, and eventually ho was sent to hos°nital , 
1)0 was never confronted with his accuser, nor was liis 
defence oven taken I found hun m the gaol hospital and 
he appears a joung Jut, with a countenance that does not 
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indicntc cnme Tlicrc is no proof against bun His 
mother, Jloopi, states that Futteh Jung and Alin BuWi, 
and a ibinl mao, seized her nt her home m Puttialah, and 
Wanted to strip hci^ They placed her under on Augn«t 
sun, and gave her nothing to drink. Fiittob Jung tied a 
hag of filth over her mouth and no e, and endeavoured to 
get her to conSt » Boopa al«o declares that her hou c at 
I’utti dah was dug down in the ecarch for stolen propcrlj , 
none of which was di®co\cre<l Honey found concealed 
there, htlonging to hcr'clfi was ajpropriatcd by Futteh 
Jung 

"Boodh Sing, J it, made a parlul confession in this case 
He declares it was extorted from Imn hv fal c repre entalions 
nnd torture Ills statement is that Ivliecma, an infonner, 
nnd Shcih Chund, a hurhuodaz in dugui^e, came to lus 
hou*c He entertained them A month after, Futteh 
Jung came to lus village, placed a guanl round liis Uou»e, 
dug up the floors and walls, an I d<.«trojcil lU He himself 
was absent, hut was seized sliorll} afterward* Bed popjier 
war 'tufll’d in Ins no«e, and a peg driien into hss ami« In 
hii agony ho was indttceil to make a faVe confession. lie 
has been under confinement “inec 27lh July , but no order 
1 a* Wen pa««cd in hu ca«c lie lent out monej to Ins 
noigl lxujr«, and (he h t of Ins debtors uas seized bi Futteh 
Jung, wlo realised an I npj ropnatctl the nionej The two 
I icti ulio ronfc«*e<l ivirtiaU^ have had tlicir slatcracnta taken 
dian Tic otl cr four were ca*t into pn*on, thej laie 
nocr seen ihcir aectt*cT«, nor have their defences been 
wnltcn Tluv do not all elate that they were tortured. 
Ilumam *^ing ami I**ojaeta(o that torturt. was empi wed 
B^nin«* them in asm the otWr twi simjl^ state that 
ilej were arrestotl, the ivawrs there f tl cv know not. 1 
f un 1 two men xinilcr iuTf*t on a charge of highwar rol bery, 
aahie 4S rujv^ « , iherc is no iwKif wl att'cf agam*t ll etn 
n e extra a»-i«ianl rr'xmiinen led tl r rclea*c on (J e 20tli 
() tfiWr la»t hut ll CT fttr *tdl in eu»tfvlr TJicre were two 
I r* »< »e tfsl ! V At trial kar T\!,an i f tl e rarre pirlv a« 
liltrhilir tl r • iraec 1 ill ic’d ik«L AIdc'I 
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Yar 13 not a police-officer; be bolds an unauthorised ap- 
pointment as "provider of supplies” to troops marching; 
he seized these two men on 12tb October last, a month ago ; 
they me in strict arrest; no proof has appeared against 
them, and their defence has not been taken. I found also 
four men arrested since 7th August last, at the instance of 
an informer called Mootanddic, on the charge o&false coming ; 
there is no proof whatever against them, and no defences 
have been recorded, although these men have been .under 
arrest tbrcc months. There are other instances of inju- 
dicious arrests and illegal treatment among the persons 
in the Hawalut, but I have noticed only those cases in 
Avliicli mention was made of Futteh Jung and Alimed lar 
K hn n, or in which the circumstancca were more flagrant than 
in others. 

*‘Tlicrc were six men in the hawalut at the city Kotwallcc, 
Some of these had been there several weeks, none leas than 
twenty daja, and their defence had not been recorded. 
"While I was visiting the gaol four men complained to roe of 
Futteh Jung and Ahmed Yar ICban, and I took their* de- 
positions ; they are imprisoned for no specific crime, but for 
alleged bad livelihood. Two of these men arc subjects of 
foreign states arrested by Futteh Jung; and a third is a 
resident of Dlmrm Kote, Zillah Ferozeporc. Their arrest 
and conflaement in the Loodianah gaol on such charges is 
unjustiflabic. Futteh Jung and Ahmed Yar appear to La\e 
liid a commission to rove in foreign territory. They were 
at ilalcir Ivotta, Puttialah, and Nabha, at different periods 
from list January till the present time. Futteh Jung is 
penvanah mrees in the Fouzdarry office. Ahmed Yar 
was specially employed in the Kbop robbery case on your 
recommendation, suggesting that a special party should bo 
deputed to inA-cstigate tlic particulars of this crime. No clue 
wbatCAcr lias been obtained and the establishment B.anc- 
tioned AX as discl.argcd on the 30th September last; Bub- 
requent arrests made by Ahmed Yar were entirely illegal, ns 
he Inu no iiolicc powers wliatexer." 

TliCic nrc tl.o l»rl,c„hrs of tl,c cases represontsj to the 
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Chief Corami««!oner in 'nliich tlic^e men have been cmplojod 
Allow mg for =oine exiggemtion, I feel convinced tint Puttch 
Jung Klnn has held 'ilmo^t tmhmitcd power, winch he Ins 
gro‘>oly and most cruelly abused Holding a subordinate ap- 
pointment in the Fouzdarry office, he has been commissioned 
by Mr Brereton to investigate crime«,Tvith pcrinnsion almost 
to do what -lie liked, to go wliere he pleased, and to arre t 
any one upon whom hia su piciona might foil, he has al o 
been allow ed to hold a separate court as it were, prisoners 
having been kept for weeks at liis quarter®, and, as he was 
directly interested in eliciting confessions, I most firmly 
believe tliat he exercised great opprea^iou for this object, 
particularly in the instance of the zemindars of KuneitcU , I 
am convinced that the wounds their bodies show were caused 
by the torture lie applied During his long Bojoutna in 
foreign territory it is reasonable to suppose, as alleged by the 
Metims, that such a mao, armed with such power, committed 
many atrocities and lev led much money The chiefs them* 
Bclvcs did not complain , it is not etiquette to mention such 
matters, and opprcsaion might proceed to almost any length 
before the commusioner would hear of it from the chiefs 
them'elves. Puttch Jung Khan entered the district with 
Sir Bierctou, he had accompanied him for some years, he 
IS own brother to IMoosahib Kban, and is a viUaiu of the 
deepest die Ahmed Yar Kban i® one of the same clique, 
but he 18 no relation to Hie otiicr two , there are complaints 
ngainst him, but he apjwars to be milder and more humane 
tint! 1 uttcli Jung I have no doubt he Ins extorted much 
money in hui long forays into foreign territory, but he was 
not so at-tirc nor so cruel in torture as Futteh Jung, he 
should »imply be d «jni *cd from employ, a light punidiment 
for the numerous enme he has doubtlc s committed There 
have been many complaints preferred again^'t Moo«alub Khan 
fir the surveillance he has }m]K>3cd upon certain villagea m 
111® juri'diction, supposed to have a bad name The means 
employed to prevent the occuntjncc of crime are very 
liar-lt ami tlic remedy appears far wor-e than the evil A 
hurkuiidaz li etalvoned lo every bu*pcctcd village , he is 
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orderc<l to o® eiuble every roaOf it oman, anti clald rc‘*idmg 
tliercm three times a day A fourth ** paride,’ as the people 
call it, IS taken about eleven at night , any pcr«on found 
absent from these roll calls is fined two rupees, ten annas, 
and on a repetition of the offence he is fined twenty-five 
rupees 

Moosahib Klian admits the truth of fins account, md 
gives as his authority the verbal ortlcrs of the Deputy Com 
ini«sioncr He states that on the second offence, not a fine, 
but a recognizance of twenty-five rupees is taken If so, 
the first fault is punished more severely than the second, 
■which seems unlikely Tlie«e villages are inhabited by a 
ricc called Harnees, and one or two by communities of men 
called Tlajpoots They arc the proprietors of mouzahs, 
paying revenue to Govemroent, and, os far as I know, bear 
a tcrnble character Many of them ore in the service of 
the Raja of KupoorthuUa, and hold high rank on his esta- 
blishment Admitting, however, that the race generally 
13 predatory, I think so lodiscnrainate and severe a system 
as that enforced by Mr Brereton and Moosabib Ivlnn is 
quite indefensible, a people might be driven into rebellion 
by measures like these Harnces, like other men, have 
legitimate calls upon tlicir time which oblige them to leave 
their homes to interdict them, and to deprive them entirely 
of their liberty, is a measure far exceeding the exigencies of 
the ca^e Besides, to place a single* burkundaz in that posi- 
tion, with leave to compel the attendance of every soul four 
times within twenty four hours, la to giie him a license to 
bully, extort, and plunder at his discretion Mr Brcrclon 
13 actuated \ y undoubted zeal , ho pursues a sj stem which 
he tliinl s will suppress enme, and he formidable only to tlic 
uorst of manl ind But hw jm^ment is entirely dciec/iir 
In order to punish and prevent crime, he creates a hundred 
evil« Tvl icli in niy opinion cause more mi«chiof than Uic 
oficncca lo would put down In lus jursuits aRcr the 
Jucoita of llio Koop rol Ik;,, lie Im teizod nuraorous persons 
cpiite mnocont of tlio enme lie Im alloncd men like 
1 uUcli .luiij, to room o\cE the protected stiles nitliout con- 
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trol , he Im alarmed the icapeclablc ecction of the peo])le by 
the injudicious and ciu^clcas searches ho has instituted for 
stolen property, and, lastly, he has been entirely deceived m 
the character of Ins agents, who have robbed, and tortured, 
and bullied gudllcas men in Ins name 

Another phase in ilr Brcrctons sjotem is, lus dcpcndanco 
tipon spie*! To hear Mr Brcrcton himself speak on tlic 
subject one is impressed v, ith a belief that he is fully an arc 
of the abuses and evils to which a reliance on such sources 
will lead Yet he has three informers constantly about bim 
I may say they are domesticated in his house , they Ji\ c in 
his compound, and act occasioflally as private servants 
Their names arc Mootsuddie, Shurfoo, and Jowahir Moot- 
suddie has seized several persons, and many unjustly, hehis 
rocened rewards, and all three draw fixed salaries from 
Government They are soucars, and, I believe, comem 
of false com , they should be remanded to the Thuggee de- 
partment, and removed from this district without loss of time 
I have heard numerous complaints against these men, and 
especially against Mootsuddie 

I forgot to mention m the body of the letter, that no le<a 
than eighty men have been apprehended since the commence- 
ment of the year on the diarge of " budmashec ’ Of these, 
thirty have giv en m their sureties, and have been allowed to 
return to their houses , but fifty men stiU remain in gaol 
on this charge I am engaged m looking over the records 
of their ca^cs In many instances, I have found that the 
accused have been throa o into ^ol on the bare report of 
the thaunahdar There is no proof whatever agamst them 
and yet they hav e been imprisoned in default of heavy «ecu 
nty, far beyond their means, for one year They are all m 
ysxn/h, aVJttCViigh tha law as. cAaitxuftfl by tlift Smk Kizaxaut 
expressly forbids this a^raiation of their punishment. In 
the neighbouring zillah of Ferozpoor, with the same aggre 
gate of prisoners, and w itlim the •»arae time, viz , l«t January 
toSlst October, with mucli the same population and the 
«anie amount of crime the d strict officer has arreste 1 
only five men, and j ct in Lioodianah cighfj men have been 
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and invigorate In health and pocket An elderly 

Frencli lady deposed, that he knocked her hou«c donro, and 
stole the money that she had concealed on the prerai«c<» IIo 
placed her in the sun with the thermometer at 125", kept her 
without water, and lied a bag of filtli over her mouth Her 
eon was taken to the clerVa house m Pari«, and tortured so 
horribly, that they were obliged to send him to the hospital 
A third brother, haMng no otEcnl appointment whatever, 
roved about Calais and ran across into Belgium or Germany. 
“ without control” Owing to the disregard of “ rules re- 
garding returns and reports supervision on the part of supe- 
rior authority became impossible ; as the detectives worked 
only on verbal orders, or no orders at all, they eluded all the 
usual cheeks, no one knows the number of arrests they mado 
and did not report, and the amount of property they seized, 
and did not account for ” Neither tho emperor, the magis 
trates of Antwerp, or the burgomasters of Brussels over 
complained. The Borer official and his robber retiatio 
might have gone to any length before our Government would 
hear of it from those gentlemen It is not eticiuette to 
mentton eueli matters,” 

India 13 8tiU tho land of romance, but men who have 
resided there for years and are fainiliar with its rocial hfu, 
feci, on reading the stoiy of Mr Brereton, much as a boy 
who lays down the book of **The Arabian Nights," to take 
up a report of the performances of Mr Anderaon Sir John 
LavircTice, who know th*\t the detailed iniquities might only 
be a tithe of what had been perpetrated under Mr Brereton s 
authority, was " sorry to declare his opinion, that a mere 
warning cannot be depended upon to prevent any future 
recurrence of the«ceiil3 under Mr Brereton’a administration 
Ilo seems possessed with a species of mfituation m regarl 
to the use of espionage, the employment of personal attacln.^, 
and the application of indiscnminate seventj , from this 
VIC ous system experience docs not seem to deter him, nor 
advice dissuade It will be observed from the } apers tint 
some of the very employes now arraigned, Ind attracted son o 
kind of notice m connexion with Mr Brereton at lanoiis 
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poncKli Hn<l |ilacc». 'Jlic Ulc Iloinl Ind rciaon to fear tint 
liltcrly tlic^cnLu^cs IntJ even rrept into lljc Tlitiprjjwj depart- 
ment; of tlir«c Fu«|ncinn<» Mr, Brcrtlon wn? made fidl^ 
nnaro; indeed, n circuHr «aa flftcr«nnU luucd on tl^c 
pubjccL Tlic«c circutn»tiiiccs howcicr, K!ctn to lia\c left 
but n tranaitnt imprc^'Ion on Jtlr. llrcrclon’rt mind, nnd tbo 
rime men ^rlio, n4 lie bim^clf linve follevrcd Iiim for 
jeaw, nrc now figuring in tlio present reporL Tlie clncf 
.cowmi«sioncr considers t\mt some n\ark of tiic severe di«- 


plcaiiurc of Go\crnnicnt is ncccasai^', wlucli may operate as 
a stern lesson to Jlr, Brercton, and may serve to keep bis 
judgment Btmlgbt in tlicac matters for tbc future. Morco> cr, 
tlie chief commisdoncr nould submit, that arhen great faidfa 
arc clearly brought home to an olliccr, some example is calletl 
for to amdicate tlie ndmmistmtfon before the pcopfe, .am? to 
presene it pure from the like scandal hereafter. The chief 
commissioner would further be deposed to suggest, that after 
what has occurred Mr Brercton is not suitetl for employment 
in the PuiijAub. That ofliccr needs more supervision than 
can well be given by any of our comniiiiioncrs, nhoss duties 
are so numerous. In (he older provinces there aro judges to 
supervise nnd rcstnin ns v\ ell ns conniii^sioncps. It has been 
suggested that Sir. Brercton should J>o appointed to some 
station wliich forms tlie head qimrlcra of n commi-slonership • 
But there are manj practical difficulties m this cour’O. Such 
stations usually require the beat officers; and there arc 
usually reasons why those districts should continue to he 
held by their present inciimbcnls Indeed, witli this* a cry 
view of securing supervision, the chief conunnsioner hid 
contemplated transferring Mr. Brercton from Loodianah to 
Lahore; but waived this intcntiou in consequence of the 
judicial commissioner urging that this officer’s peculiar sys- 
tem would he iKirticul irly ni!«chierous at the capital, as cal- 
culitcd to irritate and distress a laige city population. If 
Mi Brercton should remain in the Punjaub ,t will be* un 

Sir John Lawrence felt tow-mla Mr Crereton ns an 
English ove.seer feels low-ujs a trouWesome pnnpcr He 
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•w-is anxious to get lum cnrtcd into tlic ailjoining parish, and 
cared nothing about the trouble lie might gn c,the next board 
of guardians that had to deal nitblum. But Lord Dalhou«ie, 
to nhom the papers in the aCfur were transmitted in due 
course, objected to tins method of getting nd of tiie difficulty 
of “ho%Y to punish a civilian ** “The Commissioner,” saul the 
Governor General, ** has suggested no specific measure, but 
lie casually hints that he wishes that Mr Brereton should no 
longer he employed in the Panjauh I cannot accede Co thts 
wi«h The faults and irregularities of Mr Brereton liav e no 
particular hcinousncss in the Ponjaub Ihey would be open 
to the same degree of objection if committed anywhere el e 
in the Indian territories If Mr Brereton is unfit to be em- 
ployed in the Punjanb, he is equally unfit to be employed m 
the north we&t provinces 1 should object to Ins being sent 
bach to thoso provinces I do not conuder it fit that the 
rest of the Presidency of Bengal should be used as a pre 
serve, whence very many of the best men have been drafted 
to the Puujaub, and that it should be made use of also as a 
pcuol dietrict, to which every ofiendiog officer in the Punjaub 
should be immediately trauafenred ” Lord Dalhousio pro 
nounced upon the ca«e as follows “ I am of opinion that the 
Government of India, consistently with a due regard to its 
own character, and to the protection which it owes to those 
who are placed under its charge, cannot consent to leave in 
hlr Brercton’s hands the power which he lia^ so grievously 
abused X nra of opinion that Mr Brereton cannot, foi the 
present, be fitly entrusted -with the authority of a deputy 
comoai «ioner , that Uc ought to le removed from that gra Ic 
to the grade of a first doss assistant, and that he ought not 
to be restored to the grade of a deputy commi'^siooer, or to 
any corresponding authority, until his conduct shall have 
sati-ticd his superiors that he better appreciates the re«ponsi 
Lilitics of a Bntiali officer m this country , and can better u e 
the cn il I owers with which he has heretofore been entrusted ” 
The case had still to go before the Court of Director* and 
the consummate tact with which they managed it was 
worthy of their rcputition lo the East In an unwise moment. 
Sir James Hogg, sianding counsel for the Conij anj m the 
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Hoiieo of Common*, Ind nlloucil Ins Pjmp'illncs to got tlic 
belter of liJ3 judgment, nml knowing that torture Ind nc^cr 
been Pinctioncd bj the Go\crnmcn(, bo went to tlic Jcnglh 
of n8«erting that it was wbollj unknown m India Hic 
lapsus nns mo«t unfortunate, tlio enemies of tlic company 
persuaded Lord tbo Governor of Jfndras, to appoint 

a comnwssion of inquirj , and llie subject was busily agitated 
nt tbo aery timo that ifr Barnes made bis report. Xlic 
Torture Commissibn did not send in its report till tbc 15tli 
of April 1855, ami it avoiild Uavc been roadncis to let »t be 
* known in the previous January, that in the territory rcccntlj 
aci^uired from the Sikhs, torture was so common, that its 
application by men having no nwtbority to make arrests, 
disturbed the nightlj sleep of quiet inhabitants , whdst hope 
of redress was so idle, that tlio people nev cr complained to 
Mr BrcTclon on tbc subject. "What would iiarbamcnt say 
if they beard of the atrocious outrages perpetrated on tho 
subjects of foreign stales by servants of the Goiernment 
that annealed Oude ? If this state of things prevailed in tho 
country of the warlike Sikhs, what might bo reasonably 
assumed with regard to the treatment of the cowardly Ben- 
gallee, and the down trodden peasantry of Madras? “ Hush • 
gentlemen of the Chairs and Comroittces , let the steeping 
dog lie tide oTcr the perilous time, and remember that you 
have to be ‘ astonished and pamed * when the Torture Com- 
mission makes its statement” 


Eighteen months after the dote of Mr Barnes s report, 
the Court of Directors addressed the Governor General m 
Council on the subject They approved of the decision by 
which Mr Brereton had been removed from the grade of 
deputy commissioner to that of assistant, " not to be pro- 
moted until Ins superiors ore satisfied of his being fit to be 
entrusted with higher authority ” Their delay in pronounc- 
ing on the inaUer ms, it may he inferred, the result of their 
l.ivmg ■■hes.laleJ whether official misoocduct bo KlarM.r, 
acd the cause of bo much mjmy and Buffennj;, ought (c be 
aiBiled with a pnniahmeut less seycro thin di missal from 
the public Betyice' The Ihrcctore go on to say, “Jlr. 
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Brcreton’s superiors icquil Imn of nnj I nowIcJgc of llic 
cruelties n Inch were inflicted bj the wortblc'^ iigcnt‘» uliom 
ho employed AVc oh«cr>c hia a^sumnee, * So utterly I 
mignorance of the truth, tliat c\cn to tlio last, I could not 
realise the fact that anj atrocities had been committed 
1\Tien the veil uas once lifted from my eyc«, I percciicd at 
once the uliolc occurrence, and need Inrillj observe tlic 
distress of mmd and horror vrhich I have suficred at the hare 
thought of hemg, how ever imcon<(ciou Ij , the cau«e of misery 
to others,' and are of opinion that, howcier much, there- 
fore, Jlr Brereton is condemned for acts in escc®**, and m ’ 
abuse of legal authority, both on Uts own part, and on that 
of the unprincipled agents intihom he placed n blind and 
unlimited confidence, ive are nevertheless persuaded that 
he fully participates in the abhorrence with which acts of 
wdful cruelty and oppression ate regarded by the European 
officers of Government in India! Under this impression 
we are induced to refrain from carrying the punishment of 
Breretona misconduct further than you have done 
AVe desire, however, that you wiU inform Mr Brereton 
that any similar misconduct will result m Ins immediate dis- 
roi‘’8al from the public service ” To show that they were m 
earnest, the Directors pointed out that the doctor of the 
Loodtanali gaol had two of Mr Brereton’s victims under Ins 
care for two months in a private room, their injuries arising 
from torture The doctor must liavc seen the wounds and 
'\sccTtavncd how they were inflvctcd "Why did he not report 
the facts ? They desired that his conduct, and that of e\cry 
bodj in the gaol at all concerned, should bo made the sub 
jcct of general inquiry 

Mr Brereton took Ins furlough and went home, receiving 
of cour-e the u«ual allowance paid to a civilian in Engl mil 
At the end of three jears from the date of "Iciiing the 
pilot, he will come back, and find no difficult} in satisfying 
Ins superiors that be is fit to be entrusted again w ith power , 
go that tl c entire raea«iire of his punist ment, will h« the 
amount of salary that he lo^t wh\l«t under suapcnaion 
1 uttch Jung was sentenced to eight years, impn onnicnt. 
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nnd Ins brotlicr wna (ltsmi«&c(I from Go^ eminent cinplo}- 
ment, nnd tlicir MCtiina uerc coropensnted out of the public 
trensurj for tlicir Bufilringd by torture liic LoocJi'imb 
jiilcr, ^\l^o icccivcd the pri'cnera %itlj onl} a^c^b'^l order, 
nnd tlio doctor who nttended Uicni, were “ warned,” nnd nt 
the cud of two nnd n hilf jeara the whole matter was 
rounded off Hie Puitialah Jiita will porlnpa exhibit their 
tears to match tho«e which their countrj men may show a\ho 
fought for U3 before Delhi, nnd the real of the late prisoners 
a\ ill of course pray for the continuance of the Compan) ’a 
Kaj 

There arc now thirty thoii‘'and Sikhs m the scrMCc of the 
East India Company AVc believe they will be true to their 
salt, but when the di'Cijilcs of Ifanuk meet in the sacred 
City of Umnosur, there will not bo wonting, amongst the 
atones of English greatness and Sikh courage, narrativca of 
the cruel mode m which we have occasionally dealt avjth the 
rich noble and the bumble retainer Wo ba\c seen liow 
Siklis have been treated in the Punjaub let us now tell of 
the way in which law has been adramistcred to them in the 
north west 

Some forty-eight years ago, a Brahmin from Sabarunpoor 
made bis appearance at the Court of Runject Singh lie 
was of handsome person and winniDg address, and accom- 
Hisheil as most Brahmins are in the arts of ploasin" 
His religion stood m the way of Ins advancement, but not 
for long Khoushal Singh became a Sikh, and in time ro=e 
to be Jemadar of the Deoree, or Eord of the Entry, the 
virtual prime minister of the Funjaub His two brothers 
hastened to sliai o his fortunes, and rose to ofBces of distinc- 
tion One of them Lad a son named Tej Singh, the traitor 
* who sold his country to the British m the fir t Sikh cam 
paign , the other is repre<»ented by a boy of whom more will 
bo sail m season 


The influence of Khoushal ijingh lasted for many years 
durmg avlnch t.me he amassed enormous neahh, b„t a 
youth, named Goolab S.ngh, na, one day accented a, a 
rccrml in his regiment of hor-e, nlio soon canght the eye 
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of tlie Mahar'V)'\!i, *^00 r\pwMy mounted tlic Hd Jcr of adv-incc- 
merit He, too, called lus relitircs about bun, and tlic 
Ka^poot faction in time gamed paramount sway. Khou«li il 
Smgb sank quietly into a subordinate position , but it wa^ 
not until the life of bis master was drawing visibly to an end, 
that be began to put in practice a long meditated resolution 
of tranoportingbi^ family and nclics into the Bnttdi territory 
He fixed one portion of bis household at Ilurdnar, and 
commenced building a ma!»nificent palace at Ekrcc, near 
Sirdbana, in tbeMecnit district The house was built under 
the superintendence of an Italian architect, Signor Reghc- 
hni, who had designed the Cathedral, ond the Begum 
butnroo’s palace at Sirdhana, and when fini»hed, it was 
inhabited by the favourite wife of Khoiishal Singh, and the 
two wiies of hi3 eldest son, Iu«bcn Singh, for whom tlic 
chief part of his wealth nas intended Treasure to the 
amount of 300, OOOf was «nd to be deposited in thoaanlta 
nt Ekrce, m gold mohurs, ingots, and jewel* Tlie money 
for building the Ekrec palicc was entirely di«bur ed by 
lilotcc Ram, a Tliedu of the writer ca te, who, during tho 
lifetime of lEioushal Smgh, managed his domestic nfLur* 
At that place he paid the pensions and salaries of all tlio 
servants, and was even entru ted with the superintendence 
of the household , the females of the family being authorised 
to enter the zenana, and eee that matters were properly 
condccted in the absence of the lord Dewan Kour, the 
wife of Khoushal Singh, with her daughters m law, receiied 
their allowances at his hand, and, in eiery respect, Wotce 
Ram acted as the representative of the head of the family 
Ixhoushal Singh died in 1844, nnd his son KLhen Singh, 
then nt Lahore, performed tho fimoTal ceremonies of his 
parent, and claimed the propertv But the troiiblea m tho 
Punjaub hindered him from coming to take po«scsaioQ On 
the application of Silotec Ram, who was confirmed m lita 
position of steward, be sent down a reinforcement to the 
bikli guard at Ekrec, from the retainers of the fimily at 
I^aliorc, with onlcrs that they ii ere to obey his cou m, a 
boy of twelve or thirteen, and Motcc Ram The force now 
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nnuiunttd to nineteen nien» untlcr l!ie comtnantl of .Tcnndnr 
ICjrotWccn, n Mnhomctlin of poo<l funlly, nntl n zcalmH 
ndlicrcnt of tl«r lioufc of Kliouslnl Slnpli. , 

In t!ic latter end of lH-14, the iinpWtnitc ntul collector of 
Meerut nai informctl lliat there were two inrllcs conlciullnp 
fur the riplit of ]>o««c««lon nt Khree — the one rc[>re«cntinp 
the Intcrc-'ts of Ki-heii Sl»ph» nml the other heinp a Ilmliinin 
of Deohnnil, nnnjcd Hliupwan Singh, who married nditighlcr 
of Khoudial Slngh’n, In* Penan Kour. Jfotee IHin ga^o 
in a petition, and chimed proleciiun, which was o|ipo«cd by 
a counter-petition froni the widow, who nfllrmcd that eho 
wished to be placed under the gtianliandiiji of her' aon-in-I in« 
TIic inaglatratc ordered the Kolnal of Slrtlhana to Inrjulre 
into the fiictd j»f tbe ca*e* He did eo, and reported that the 
family of Motcc llntn were Inlng in the house, ns they had 
done for years jn*t, and that tlicro had been jjo breach of 
the peace. 

Here was a ca«e for the sole Intervention of the cimI 
tribunal, but the nature of rights nod the claims of juris- 
diction arc sometimes confounded tn courts whlcli claim to 


be ruled liy equity and conscience, rather tluan hy statutes 
and precedents. The matter was again brought before the 
magistrate, wlio bound both inrtics, under heavy recog- 
nisance", not to go near the house ; but on reference to the 
judge, Jlr. Bcgblc, th it functional^* decided that the order 
should he rchacd in favour of Bhugwan Singh, who it was 
considered had a right, in consequence of his near relation- 
ship, to visit the widow and ofTcr Jicr advice and consol ition. 
As for Motcc Bam, he was debarred from all neecs", and in- 
diiccii to beg that he might bo formally released from his 

reqionsibility. “ Since it is the pleasure of the Sirhar” 

such was the purport of his petition. — “ tint I should not bo 


allowed to look after my master’a propertv, let Bliu'^wan 
Singh, or the solvents of the Great Company, comc° and 
taLe an imentory of and g„e me a mceinl f,)r 

It. Hoiv also Elnll I look nij mastar la tlic Jaca, iihcii Ins 
wealth ivLid, 1,0 left m my care, is earned an ay and 
ruined r ' 
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Docs not ll\c reader already di\mc liow alTrirs \\ ill termi- 
nate? Some thirty lakhs are in dispute, the rnal clumanls 
arc a Brahmin residing clo'*© at hand, the other, an unknown 
Silh at Lahore, a\ho is represented by a writer and a boi , 
and who uill soon he a national enemy of the Batidi I The 
contc t IS earned on m an obscure corner of the Bast, nlicre 
journalism has no influence, and public dplnion is nnkuoan 
AVe feel that the defeat of Motcc Ram is cert iin, but no one 
can gue s the fate which is m store for him 

A word or two of necessary digression at this point of the 
namtne. fourteen years since, the coUectorate of Meerut 
had a very bad reputation, as any one maj find out who 
will take the trouble to read the reports upon the cml and 
criminal adnunistration of ju'^tice m the Kortli west at the 
period in question It was declared that more fraudulent 
suits Mere instituted in that district than m any otiicr 
Great numbers of persons were arrested, and Bub«equently 
ib«im««ed without apparent cau«c, and the highest authorities 
debated upon the most effectual means of enforcing tho 
csecution of tho decrees of the cinl courts, which m tho 
Meerut district were little better than waste paper in roo«t 
instance®. A man ought get his verdict, but to realise the 
fruits of it was altogether another matter If the law had 
favonied the plaintiff, the fact was a good reason why tho 
native officials •‘hould faa our the defendant, escept, indeed, 
the former could show better reasons than he dared to pro- 
duce m court for being allowed to get execution Hence 
the course of ju'tice was impeded, and a host of evils en- 
couraged , the grouing prosperity of the Onilah being the 
otilj signs that any class of men m a ztlloli, containing a 
population of nearly a million of eouls, were reaping benefit 
from the mode in which it was governed. 

The native officers in the district were icroarkably 
unanimous, and strictly co operative in carrying on their 
hu«inc«s Tlicrc were tlurty four who belonged to a single 
famiU , tlie head of which a Rijpoot, ®omc few generations 
hack, embraced the Slahommwlan faith, to wluch lus de- 
scendants have since adhered A Hindu proverb has im 
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jiiortibsoil a etnl^jng trait of tlic clinnclcr, t!ic 

tmclicr) of a ICtimbo is pct clown as a fict wliitli llic 
Asiatic world nnj Inlcc for gmntcil At tlio Iniic wc «j)cal». 
of, llicj held eccry post of importance at jMccnit 

The mngistritc and collector was scry fond of societ), 
and society in turn was aery fond of him In the hot 
seasons, he was nif inaaliiahlc ncrjtiisition to the sporting 
circles at Simla and Mus«ojri, innsnuicli as he phyed for 
large sums, which ho always lo«t and always pud No one 
cacr suspected him of nafnir play, since the longer he sat at 
tnhle, and the 1 ighcr the stakes were rancd, the more money 
he had to p ly at settling time 2 oiks pifictl Ins ill fortune, 
Init einco soinchody must lo‘'e, it was agreed on all sides that 
t! 0 lot could not fall upon one who w ns hiccly to heir it with 
more good temper, niul repair »t with greater facility 

0 must now pick our wayoscr a scry diOicuU bit of 
ground, which rcfimrcs do ho trodlcn with much care and 
circumspection la Ifay 1851, a small band of prisoners 
might have been seen on the road from Agra to Meerut. 
Ihcir guards wore strictly enjoined to preaent them holding 
commiTnication with any person wliatcacr, and, to that end, 
they closed itp round them at meal times and diligently 
watched tlicra ns they slept One of the ciimmaU was a 
Hindoo of mature nge, with a broken and dejected air, who 
teemed to lia\o abandoned all hope of change Tlie other 
^\'\8 a finc'loohing, courticr-likc man, whom chains and a 
felon’s garb hnd not robbed of a natural grace and dignity 
They were Motee Ram, and Kyroddecn, who had been 
sent for from the Agra jail to give cTidence in the inquiry then 
pending, and the oljcct of the jealous precautions obseried 
during tl c journey was to satisfy the mind of the commii, 
sioner, that they had not been instructed or informed m any 
way as to bow they should act, or what was capecled from 
tlen 

The testimony on which the collector and imoistrates 
conduct was sifted must be taken just for what it is 
iiorth It clarged two of tie Kumbos with corruption, 
and wc had better not eay wliat else it j retended to show 
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Motec Earn ns decHred to Imc gi\en one of these men 
10,000 rupees, and a promissory note for 40,000 rupees, on 
condition of being allowed to hold Ehree, which, coming to 
the ears of Bhugvrou Singh, that shrewd indiMdual, who 
knew the influence of rcadj cash, offered half a hkh down, 
which was accepted ^lost likely there is not a word of truth 
m either ca«e "lYhit follows is beyond the icach of doubt 
and cavil 

Some days after the judge had decided that Bhugwan 
Singh had leave to vi'»it the hou e at Xkree, word was 
brought to Motce Bam that the treasure was m the course 
of removal to I}t,Qhuad, and would soon be entirely carried 
away As stated beforehand, his rcqucat to be f^urmshed 
With a receipt for the debvery of the property to the magis- 
trate or Bhugwan Smgh, had not been complied with, and 
m an unlucky moment, he addre* e<l hiin»elf to Ivyroddeen 
and the Sikh guard, and asked if they intended to prove un- 
faithful to thcic salt, by allowing their master’s property to 
ho made awaj with’ The Sepoys replied that of course 
they would obey tho orders of himself and Dabee Sehaee , 
on which tho whole party marched over to Ekree, and 
finding the entrance defended by the servants of Bhugwan 
Singh, forced their way in, one man being wounded m the 
scuffle The ejected faction hastened to give the alarm that 
a band of dacoits had stormed and held po«“e‘=«ion of the 
hou«o , but first they took tlic precaution to lock the outei 
doors on the declared ruffians, n proceeding which evinced a 
great deal of reliance on the nuMne«ss of their demeanour to 
the inmates of the zenana, and an equally anxious -wi^h to 
take care of their persons till the arrival of assistance from 
w ithoiit 

The entrance into Ekree was effected about 9 F ai , and 
soon after daylight the following moming a portion of the 
police battalion, under Captain Chiene, and a large body of 
men, beaded by the magistrate, reached the spot, which is 
III cli 5 miles from hlecrut Captain Chiene, who marched 
w iih an ad\ anced guard, and all due radilary precaution, 
X 
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■was surprised, on coming up, to sec Motce Ham a£ one of 
the verandahs “"What nrc you doing there? ’ said the 
Captain “ I am taking caro of the house,” replied Jlotcc 
Ram, “hut Bhugwan Singli’a people have locked us irt’ 
There is reason to bohe\c that the Captain was puzzled what 
to make of the matter , but he summoned the party inside 
to surrender, and the doors being unfastened, tu enty men, 
each armed with a musket and swoid, came out, and fell m 
as prisoners, m regular rank and file IMotee Ram, and the 
child, Dabec Schace, werealso seized, and the captives being 
marched some distance out of the village, were seated on the 
ground and searched In the sand near them, weie found 
some articles of jewellery, said to have been taken from 
El rcc The Sepoys denied all knowledge of them, but of 
course they were not believed They proved that, on 
entering the house, they had placed guards over the apart- 
ments of the femidcs and tlic treasury, and found that the 
latter contained only 25,000 rupee* Perhaps they virged 
that robbers, after bavang had the opportunity of ransacking 
houses, were always anxious to make their escape, whilst, if 
they found that liopclc«s, and knew that a force was coming 
to capture them, they would talc caio that none of the 
plunder should be found on them What their lino of argu- 
ment really wa*, wc cannot say , but in due time they wore 
committed to the scsaious, nnd eCDlenccd by Mr Begbio as 
dacoita to periods of impri«onnicnt varying from fourteen to 
ten years, in the Agrajail Here is the definition of the offence 
with which they were charged “ Dacofty robbery by open 
violence, — any person or persons who m the day or night, 
go forth with any offensive weapons, or in a gang, with or 
witliout an offensive weapon, with the criminal intent of 
committing robbery ' 


Thus those poor foreigners, the SiLli Sepoys, for llieir 
fidelity to their innatcr, were punished as hiirghrs Tlicir 
solo duty in this life was to render obedience to tlio man who 
r.a H h-,t <I,J tl„j Uow of decree, of ejcct.or,. oo,l 

boml, of reeo£;n,.,„ec> n e.r oliicf, to then,. "Go, 
nml lloj Inl gone ll,c, d.I i|,o woik „l..ch the, 1„J 
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coveninted to perform, ind Acir Engli«li judge c'^timated 
and rewarded it 

It was au cfFi,chve nay of terminating a lawsuit and 
dre^tlng a title To charge j^lotee Earn, the original man 
in pos es’ion," n itli the oSlnce of dacoity , with steahng that 
wbicl), m the eje of tbe la\ , was hia own property I ilr 
Begbie ecorned tbe aid of John Doe and lliclnrd Roe. His 
law was as swift as tint of Judge Dynch, and almost as much 
to bo -Nenenled 

Tears rolled away, many of the Sepoys died, and the rest 
might havt. been seen grinding olta daily, with fetters on 
each limb Dabec Sehaec, who was released on account of 
Ills tender age, lives at Hurdwar His uncle Kishen Smgli, 
died m 1850, and m the attempt to have the case re opened, 
Dahcc Sehaee brought forward the cMdence tint we have 
detaJed Tej Ssiogh, the pre cut head of the family, enjoyed 
the reward of having giiea Lord Hardingc a victory, and n 
stop m the peerage, and was not liLtly to trouble himself 
with the fate of the poor retainers of his house But at last, 
hlolcc Ram and Jlyroddecn were relea«ed The collector 
died a judge, Bhugwan Smgh bought a zemmdary, and no 
one was greatly discontented, except it might be the people 
who aio too low, or Providence which is too high, to mterferc 
111 eueU matter* 

Our next illustration is drawn from the Madras Presidency 
It contains a greater variety of incident, and shows how 
pon ericas even tlie Pnvy Council and the Queen are to 
enforce the doing of justice in India. 

The DOrlhcm districts of Madrvs bear a marhed resem 
blmcc to the Higl lands of Scotland, both in physical confor- 
mation and the social condition of the people, as both existed 
a Uuiidccd j cars since Tlie head men were feudal chiefs 
owning large tracts of land partially rccHuned, and pajing 
hut a nominal tax to the sovereign power lyhen the English 
found their way to this remote part of the country, thev 
thought It ad>i« ihle to deal liberally with the pettj rulers of 
the horthem Circars, both from the difticuity of coercing 
them, and the unprofitable results of acveto measure* They 
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scttlcfl tlio land tax, therefore, at sixty per cent of the net 
income realised, and allowed the landholders to lery certain 
petty dues and customs The latter i\cic afterwaials abolished, 
but the revenue demand was unaltered, sunnuds having been 
gi\cn to the zemindars at the outset of our connection with 
them, in confirn ation of those granted by the picvions rulers 
of the country 

Amongst the most distinguished of those gicat landed pro- 
piiefore Mas Vencatreddy Naidoo, the Rajah of Vasareddj 
His estates stretched foi more than a hundred miles along 
the fertile banks of the Kistnah, and consisted of many bun- 
dled villages 6T\ anning with inhabitants, and rich in eieiy 
1 md of tropical cultivation Hia father ^and himself had 
helped the English in their attempt to get a footing in the 
country, and of ill their tenants, none paid so uell and regu- 
laily There were fiightful funmes lu Guntoor and other 
northern districts m 1791 and 1802, arising m a great 
measure from the total neglect by Goa eminent of the tanks 
and aratercouises built by formci pos«e3sors of the land, a 
great fall m. prices occurred in 179C 7, and in 1816 the Pm- 
darries swept bkc a combined nlurlwiod and pestilence over 
the whole face of the land, but the Rajah paid up in all ca«es 
the full revenue cluna of 68,000/ per annum, and this in 
spite of the most lavioh personal outlay during his whole life- 
time He had built palaces and pagodas without number, 
and spaicd no cost m the avny of buying power m this life, 
and a title to heaven in the next The Nizam gave him the 
title Of Munnay Sultan m exchango for an offering of 35,000/ 
Bajee Rao, the ox Ptishwa of the Mahrattas, took liis money 
and gave corapluncnts in letum He weighed hiiusclf once 
again«t gold, and twice against silver, and each time emptied 
the scales into the yawning pockets of the Brahmins He 
maintained the largest following, purchased ll e most devout 
prayers and th" most hcautiful wives, and at Ins dcalli, die I 
tlic po'sessor of wide spread fame, and of half a million in 
hard cash It was needful to dwell upon this example of 
1 astern wenlth and extravagance, that the reader ini„ht 
realise tl c full pi^uifc nice of nlial ta about to follotr 
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Tiie Rnjah Vcneatrcdcl) dieil in 1815, nnd Ins eon, wlio 
succeeded to the cstntc , lued ten ycar«, during uliicli time 
the greater portion of the half million in monc; disappeared 
llajah Jugganatlia left two mivcs and tno adopted sons. 
The one, Lutchmeputtj Kaidoo, nho \rasfir>t chosen, avas a 
child of only SIX }car«, the other Eamanadha Bahoo, had 
reached the age arlien, acconling to Hindoo lair, he might 
enter into the po«sc«ion^f properla The nnc% a\ho 
had procured the respective adoptions, tooV, of eour e, separate 
'idea a law amt was commenced in 18i9, and pending its 
settlement the government officers took po*«c« ion of the 
land In other words, the estates were put into chancerj, 
onlj that,mMa(^ , it is the Board of Revenue that appoint 
the receiver In this ca_c, the property passed under the 
control of the authonties, not only unincumbered, but with a 
surplus of nearly 50 OOOZ. in the public Ireasuiy 
If vultures have anj scn«e of gratitude for fat carca«cs 
aoucKafed to them, we maj infer that the revenue ofiicera 
thanked the gods for this glorious opportunity of plunder 
The tenares of eubordinatc i»o«t3 in the di tnets whore 
the estates lay became loatcnally shortened The hungry 
Brahmins came from all quaTtcr«, fed, grew fat, and dropped 
off to TT,r\lvi» Toom for friends and relations, all keen of 
apiictile, and «-kiUed in tearing up the corpus, from which 
Ian and industry, the life and soul, had departed No more 
was heard of surplus revenue, and the c'tates soon cca''cd to 
yield even the amount of the government tax The reserved 
fund was attacked, and vaniabcd almost in an mstani. It 
a as a race against litigation, which might po«aibl^ be ter 
mmated at anj moment, when the land would revert to the 
management of the proprietor To guard against the con 
sequences of ®udi a calamity was the ceasele s occnpation of 
the collectors’ e tabhshment 

The resnlt of the «mt in the Company’s Court, was favour 
able to the preteneions of Itamanadiia Baboo, who was de- 
clared the lawful heir to the zemindary, and petitioned to he 
1 ut in po c ion But the guardians of liulchmepiitly 1 ad 
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appe'ilecl to the king m council, and a lai7, pa«®C(l by t!ic im- 
perial legislature, specially piovidcd for sudi ca‘’cs Eithei 
the appellant or respondent might have the management o^f 
the estates, on giamg full security for the satisfaction of the 
final decree It \Ya3 hut fair that Eamanadha should haae 
the control of the properly, but since the decision of the 
highest tribunal might be against bira, when he would be 
liable for e\ery shilling of prffit that he had icceivecl, he 
roust place in the hands of the Court the raoat complete 
security for the amount of surplns rent In ansn cr to an 
application, the Sudder Court fixed the security at the sum 
of 25,000? per annum 

The finding of such an amount at the cn^ of cy cry twelve- 
month, suited neither the means nor the inclinations of 
Ilamanadha, but a shrewd man in the East is seldom at a 
loss how to get over such a difficulty, avhen m such a 
pontion The Court’s decree had given him possession of 
the personal property of Juggnnatlia, and he could lai o 
money without trouble At this crisis of his fortunes, ho 
sent a sum of 17,000/ to the Presidency, and soon after it 
reached the capital instructed his vakeel to renew Ins ap- 
plication for pos«essiou without giving security In tho 
teeth of the clear letter and ‘■pint of the law, and of the 
Court’s previous decision, it seemed little else than an im- 
pertmence to the judges and a waste of money to the client , 
but, strange to saj, the Sudder re\cr«cd their previous con- 
clusion, and in spite of king’s and Coropanj’s law they now 
decided that Kamanadha should have the estates ISotlung, 
it must bo understood, is ever considered to bo finallj settled 
in the Company s bighe«t Court The judges, some of whom, 
perhaps, have neacr sat on a bench of justice until the day 
uhen they were placed at the head of tho civil and criminal 
jurisdiction over the teeming millions of Ilindostan, arc en- 
lightened enough not to care for precedents It was no 
matter for wonderment, therefore, in Madras or Bengal, tint 
a “ final order " eboiil lie rccomi lered and reversed , but m 
this instance it uns tliought to he rather stretching a jKiint 
to set aside an Act of Parliament which was in nccordanco 
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\s illv tUc Bimplc't pnnciplca of cquitj . llovrcvor, tlv?,! v> ns o 
tncro matter of opinion, notlung more I 
^ The interests of LutchnicpiUtj wcrcconsiilcnblj damaged 
by this last decision Hitherto, Hinnnadhi had n common 
cause vrilh him«clf in guarding ngninst the spoliation of tho 
estates, but henceforth, the latter amdd onl) seek to make 
a purse for himself, so as to be independent of tho final dis- 
position of the propert) Tlie Sitddcr Court, in nseigniii" 
reasons for adowing him to gel possession, said no sccuritj 
avaa TcqwiTcd, bccauEO the lemmdarB profits had disappeared, 
vrlul t, as to tlio government revenue, the publvo oflicers 
would of coiiTbC take care to realise that ns it fell duo Tho 
reckless di3honcg.ty of tins statement aras patent to fhein- 
selrcs, and to all who were acquainted avith the reaenue 
system of Jlndrns The regulations gave, to bo sure, the 
mo«t ample powers for the recovery of tho state due«, either 
b} tho immediate seizure and confincincnt of the {lefaultcr, 
the saio of personal property, or the attachment of tho land , 
but, owing to the frightful prcsauco of the gov ernmeut de- 
mand, It was found expedient, m tho case of all ecltlcd 
estates, to take avliat could bo had from the zemmdar, and 
alloav the arrears to accumulate at twelve per cent interest 
Earaanadha, it was known, would exact all that lie could get 
from the rjots and hand over as little ns the collectors 
people would cou'cnt to take The goo c had mctcly changed 
bands , the mode of ohtnioing the golden eggs u as the ® imc 
under the rule of either party 

Tile a'signed tea ons of the Sudder Court for its last 
order, "ivc IjUtcliiueputtj , of course, a right to come forward 
at any time, if he could rhow that the> were not eons^atent 
\sith tho «tate of the f lets Tins privilege ho availed himself 
of, by frequent remonstrance'*, until at last the judges were 
vYorned into addrc« mg a letter to the Revenue Board m 
vvluch the) a«kcd whether it was true, as the appellant re 
I eatcdly asserted, that Ramanadha was waiting the property 
for Ins own gam’ The public departments in question arc 
located four miles apart, but it took seventeen months to get 
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'll! nns>\ cr to tins communication At the end of tint period, 
the Revenue Bond replied, that nil winch Ind been nllcged 
on the subject wns quite true The estates w ere now heavily 
indebted on account of arrear«, and they had just given an 
order to attach tlic rcmindary 
It IS but a small leap from the frying-pan into the fire 
The collector’s men were again in posocssion, and tlierc was 
still ■'omo good piclcmgs on the bones The government 
authorities had first swallowed up the 50,000/ n year that 
used to find its way into the pockets of the zemindar, nc'tt 
they got rid of the balance in the trea^nrj , and thirdly they 
accumulated n debt of 140,000/ for arrears Ramanadha’s 
addition to the lattci reached 76,000/ , so that at the time of 
the second attacliment, the entire ■arrear® standing against 
the estate amounted to 216,000/ The stone had now got to 
the middle of the descent and was sure to reach the hoftom 


In 1842, tho Court of Directors were induced to make 
one of %ose benevolent interpositions in favour of their 
Indian subjects, which read to such advantage m Blue Books 
and speeches in parliament They wi«bed to save from utter 
rum those fine old families whoso estates were now hope- 
lessly involved, mainly, of course, through their own dissi- 
pated cour«c of life and want of business habits, but owing, 
perhaps, in a Email degree, to hard times and a very little of 
undue pressure on the part of the local government The 
hladras authorities were directed to call on the zeniindais to 
siurender their title deeds, go as to enable Government to 
deal with the estates as effectually as if they had been ac- 
quired at public auction TJie collectors were then to set 
on foot a detailed survey of each property, to execute works 
of irrigation and general improvement, and finally, to uiaho 


liberal agreements with tlic cnltivators before giviii" back 
possession to the owners Attributing in some decree the 
depre««ed condition of the estates to the frequent ciranrros of 
minagcmctil, nnsing ftom H.o con-lmt tl-insfa of collectors 
from one dislr.ct to nnolher, the, proposed that thco Gentle- 
men shouh he temptej, „8-„ <,r , 

remain m their nppomtmcnt The ncmindim iicro to har e n 
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smtnWe allowance, and tlic d>«cln^c of lliwr pm ate debts 
slioiild be left to tbe di-crotion of the autliontic 

The go\crnmcnt of Midns handed the ftbo\o in'ilnictions 
to the Board of Bevenue, and the Kttcr parsed them on to 
the collector, directing that " Mr Stokes should, in the first 
instance, ascertain from the remmdars whether llicj arc 
vrdhng to surrender Bicir estates on the terms proposed by 
the Honourable Court, arluch he should take especial care to 
have esiluncd to them, and,” said the Board, nilhatouch 
of gnm humour, “ considering the altcrnatiae, the application 
13 not likely to he refus d ” Hanianadha Bnhoo did, how* 
cacr, hold out for a time, hut on being thrcalencd nith a 
sale, he gave up Ins title dcetl , reectacd a pension of liOO/ 
a year, and waited, with the rest of Iho Guntoor landholder, 
for the good times which the Honourable Company liad m 
store for them 

The collector received the instructions of the B^nl, and 
acted thereupon ns the Coropanj’s servants have been m the 
habit of proceeding since the days of IVarron Hastings nilU 
regard to simitar documents He filed tlieni, nnd took no 
further notice heaever be drew the increased allowance 
suggested as, the proper compeo alien for the increased labour 
irapo ed upon him, when the zemindars «ent an their qinr 
tcrly petitions, ivhcn ho 'aw the cattle of the peasantry 
dj mg an the beds of the dry water cour es , or pi. ed au his 
lalanqum through the roofle-a aril deserted villaf^es, he 
might pos ibly ^tlnnk of his duly of j romoting works of 
irrigation, — of ginng comfort to tlie ryot, and restonng 
wealth to the mined noble, but such reflections nould only 
have a temporary effect Tlic distract must 'end forward its 
iimal quota of revenue, and those who left him without a 
surplus were fla»werable for the neglect of public works 
and the breach of private obligation'^ And hence at was, 
that the zemmdaries progressed from bad to worse for four 
years longer Jvo single step had been taken an the path 
chalked out in 184^, and at last, the hfarquis of Tweeddale, 
a pious, conscientious govemoi, gave Ins consent to the 
absolute sale of the estates There was no one near him 
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who Ind cucd to s-ij thnt Government had already obtained 
pos'C Sion of the lands as absolutely os if they had acquired 
them by purchase , that improacmcnls could bo made neither 
cheaper nor better by a change of title, and that, above all 
the c-tates had been •airrcndcred on the express condition 
that they should be given bacL. Such considerations con- 
cerned no one in office, and so the Vo'-aredd) zemindary in 
Guntoor, the debt upon it increased by the sum of 38,000? 
since the title deeda and re«pon<»ibility had been transferred 
to the state, was put up to auction in 1846, and bought b^ 
the Government for 600? Now they had got rid of the rival 
rajahs and their claims, and could see their way in the matter 
of making paying imptovemenf^ 

All this time, the appeal to the King in Council was 
pending The papers had gone home in 1832, and fourteen 
years had elapsed without the slightest notice being taken of 
the mat^r There were no witne««cs to be examined, and 
the lower courts had taken care to exact the deposit of what 
was considered a «uffieieot sum to cover cost® Bnt tho 
East India Company were not concerned m thd settlement 
of such cause®, and what could women and children m India 
know of the u ay to proceed ? Wbnt would a Leicestershire 
squire of the old school be likely to make of a suit v\ hich mu®t 
be carried on m a strange tongutr.incourts sitting Cfleen thou- 
sand miles off’ Perhajs the Va«arcddj appeal might have 
been unheard at this moment, bad not Lonl Brougham, with 
that practical «ngacity which has made him ®o truly famou®, 
di cerned a mode of rcdrc'^mg one of the evils of Indian 
admmi'tmtion of jn«ticc A bill was jne^ed compelling the 
Company to pro«ecute all such apireaU tu, were then on hand 
and making proa i«ioa for the proper di'«po«iI of such ca«C8 m 
future Under the proa isions of tins Act, tho Vasareddy suit 
•was brought to a hearing before the judicial committee of 
the Privj Council in 1818 Tlie decision of the Sudler 
Court vrns roversoj, oral LulclraicpuUj f,a,<loo dcchred solo 
heir to the entire remmdarj 

qiicrcnasmuch feasting ui the halls of Lutcl.mct «tt> 
^a^doo, now a man of tncnly three wlen tic Queens 
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tlccrco -wns tnado Vnovm. OUl tjoIb thought of the tlnj b of 
Ycncj\trc(Wy, tvod hclvcvc^l that they ro^ght come round 
again, and In'? frlcnda huded the justice of the Quccn*a 
court”, where a man’s rights could only rest in abeyance for 
a season. In clue course, Lutchraeputty presented a petition 
to the Sadder Court, and, filing t)ic decree of the Pr'ny 
Council, prayed to ho pul in x>0”'C33ion. The judges tooh 
the matter into consideration, and, reciting in their proceed- 
ings, the nh”olutc title now vcatlng in the petitioner to the 
property left hy Jugganatha, they decided to collect the 
costs of the appeal in the first instance. The Company’s 
bill for bringing the ease to hearing, amounted to 32,000/, 
which they required to be paid as a preliminary measure. 
The securities deposited in the first instance, might rcali-c 
perhaps, arith interest, 10,000/., and he had now fo find the 
balance. The rajah, though rich in parchments, had no c i”li> 
and the judge of the district where be rcrided was in^nicted 
to soiae hie horse®, elephants, and whatever personal property 
could be laid hold of. Lutchmeputty remonstrated against 
a proceeding which seemed to imply tKat he was rather 
worse off than before, and had made a heavy loss hy being 
declared the heir to 50,000/ a year. The judge consented to 
stay the sale of his household gear for a short time, but 
a'hed wliat he wanted with elephants and their trippings’ 
They were only for nch men, and he was not of that cla®”. 

The lapse of another month enlightened the landless 
rajah to the true worth of the decree for which 32,000/. had 
been charged. H'lieti the Company’s Courts had sold him 
up entirely, he was told that there wa® nothing to be handed 
over to him The Government had bought his Guntoor 
e-tates two vears bach, and as for the JIa«ulipatani village-, 
he nu"ht Ime them upon payment of the arrear-, amounting 
to 280,000/. Neither oyster nor bIioU c.aine into his poe«os- 
sion The Hcvcnut Board cared nothing for the decree of 
the Privy Council, of which he should have speedy proof 
It declared him the sole owner of the estates ami nothing 
could divest him of that title «liort of new lcgal*procoedings 
or of hi 3 own act of alienation Tlie decree n is filed in the 
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Sucldcr Court, m October 1848, and lu April 1849, tlic 
Board put up to auction tlic Masulipatam propcrt), as tlic 
estates of Ramanadln Bil oo, and bought it os «uch on behalf 
of Government There* let him tell that to the Queen 
and the Judicial Committee 

It w <13 told to the Queen and the Judicial Committee, an I 
in Julj 1854, the membera of that august bodv , after hearing 
the Bajah’s petition, avhich, pcrliijis, startled them eomeu hat, 
recommended her Sfajcat^ to make another onlcr for puttm*; 
Lutchmeputty m po^'c^sion The second mandate was 
Issued, and it Was now thought jinticc would I e done at lost 
Two liundrcd pounds more were spent m getting the matter 
argued in the Suddor Court, which finallj dtsmi^acd the peti- 
tion for execution of the Queen’s decree, and fold the mjah, 
that if ho wanted the estates, ho must begin bj Cling suit-'* 
against tho Companj m the Zillah Courts There must bo a 
suit for each estate, and a third for the sum enginally dcpo^itctl 
m the treasury The Crst sheet of paper u«ed m cacli caii«o, 
would cost 100/, and each eei>arttc page of the proceedings 
would co«t four shillings In time, the c.a«C3 would come to 
the Sudder in appeal, when the same c-cpcn'O woull 1 1 , 
incurred over again, and, at last, it would bo npiK.alcd to the 
l*riv 3 Council, when the mjah must deposit in hanl c.i'h, 
sccuril) for the full amount of the €>«hmntctl cost* Inilch- 
mcinti), who 13 a fine specimen of the Ilinleo gcntltnian, 
etdl occi*iornllv v i<jti ‘Madra*, ragucly fanc} mg that clmii„ci 
ofimmstrj in I'nglanl might help him, but he hnsgivtn 
up tint hope, smet the K«t appointment of n eecretarj to 
the Hoard of Control In rejlj one dn^ to a remark of con- 
dolence, Ic Sail, '*\ou think it is a hanl case’ I can 
BSMirt TOti that tl ere area luinlta. 1 »t lacs much worst, thin 
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Every civil cause except the Tcry Iotv csf , may come in appeal 
before the Court, and every ciiminil sentence pa acd bj n 
judge or magistrate, is revnewed as a matter of cour«o It 
bal the privilege of culnncmg us ell as mitigating punish- 
ment, and can order a man to be hanged whom tlic judge 
below only considered dc crving of Iran portation, or it nnj 
release hun noconditionallj A single judge «itting on 
either side of the court has the same power ns if the wliolc 
were present. If the entire aulhoritj of the courts of aesizc 
throughout Enghnd were vested in the Court of Queens 
Bench, the judges would Iiave no wider jurisdiction than is 
eserciscd by the Sudder Courts m India. 

Exacll) ten jears since, the Marquis of Twceddalc, then 
Governor of Madras, suspended the three judges of the 
Sudder Court in that Presidency, and the Court of Directors 
on being appealed to, made the removal permanent Of 
course the circum<taQCC cscited much local comment, and 
gave n«e to a lengthened correspondence betw cen the Gov em 
nicnt and the judges , but when the latter had epohen their 
romds with regard to the conduct of Lord Tweeddale, thej 
proceeded to give their opinions of each other The fir t 
judge «pealaug of the third asked the Court of Directors aa 
follows “ "UHiy should the rc&ponsibihty of such au appoint 
nicnt, which placed the di'pO'.nl of landed and other pro 
perty, and of sums of money unlimited lo value and amount, 
t<^cthcr with the powers of life and death, la the hands of 
nn incompetent person or to speak more correctly, why 
should the re uUs of such an appointment, and which, as 
evmced bj the memonaJ, followed as a matter of cour-c, 
attach in any way, direct or indirect, by inference or other 
wise, to ^ our memornh«t ’ Of the second judge, the ''ame 

weighty authority wrote, that * he was m a state which 
had prostrated his judgment to a degree subversive of official 
usefulness , and the third judge wrotu of the Gr t, that he 
‘ a canting hypocrite, a pitiful "coundrcl, — held lu the 
I w Cat rci utc, and incapable of adhering to the truth m anj 
<5 atement, verbal or written” We have tried to fancy what 
tl c public would say m England, if Sir Samuel Coleridge 
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ilrcw sucIj n jicn-nntl-mk portnit of lionl Campbell , but tlio 
itinguntion rcru“cs to con»p*isi it In i^Injlra?, tlic stntement 
ecnrcclj pro\okcil notice , it pctmcd to be m nccorihncc with 
ibc 8}Btcm of tlunga , n little too Moltnt, porbapi , but tben 
nllounncc must be in ulc for c^tcilcil ftclmg? An) nstomdi- 
incnt tint II "Irmigtr mi^bt Imc fJt on tlie eubjcct uould 
baic been imtigntcd n fov\ montlu aftcnNanls, u lien n mem- 
ber of the Board of llc\cnitc, wlio bad repeatedly oHicnlcd 
for montlia ua n Sudder judge, nna ecntcnccd bj the Quccd’b 
Court to gn monllis’ impri->onn»cnt for tlic crime of perjurj 
The fool, tliQ firebrand and the judge denounced b) Ins 
coMcaguc ns snwetlung worse, liul sat on lUo higbcst scats of 
juetico for ) cars , and, if wliat they said of each other were 
true, i\bat an amount of miiclncf and m aerj they must Iiaic 
nrougbt amongst twcntj-tfircc miMions of pcojlcf ITct 
neither in tbcir eases, nor m that of the oDicml nbo nas eo 
terribly pumabed, did the Government cacr think of inter- 
fering to cbccl the scandal, of the existence of which they 
could not po««ibly be ignorant. The judges Mere remoacd 
because tho) had quarrelled with the local authorities, and 
not on the score of their jiroacd unfitness for oflice They 
n ere degraded as civilians, but not as judiciaries, for being 
insubordinate, and not for being destitute alike of wisdom 
and self respect. Too bad at last for Lord Tweeddale, tl cy 
had always been good enongli for the people 


A similar result was exhibited in Bombay, uherc in 1853 
Lord PalUand removed two of the Sudder judges on account 
of comments made upon their private characters m a Bombay 
ncavspaper Had the welfare of the pubhc or the purity of 
tho judicial bench been obiects of the smallest regard, the 
Government would have saved thcrosehes much pam and the 
service much discredit Men asked why it was that a mea- 
sure, which ought to have originated with the highest autho- 
nty, was allowed to become the work of a journalist ? It 
was honestly enough avowed that tho articles in the news 
paper formed the pnods ttpon which the judge, had been 
depoeed from them h.gh planes hut the editor uc.ther created 
the public BCandal nor mtensiSed it, so far us Bombay was 
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concerned He merely rohted to persons nt n distance ’facts 
wliicli everjliod) m tlio western presidency ^\cro long ac- 
quainted with It v\a3 uupo siblc not to see that the judges 
w flro in rcalitj punished, not for indcbtcdacs^, immonihty, or 
for exposing the Sadder Couft to tlio clinUccs of contempt 
and suspicion, but for UaMUg been written about in a public 
journal Whateacr of nclunl mi«chicf resulted from their 
conduct existed independently of ncwopipcr comment« All 
the circuTO^tancea wbicb bad beer treated as a bar to tbcir 
continued employment as dispensers of justice, must Inii, 
been currently talked of m Hngbsli draw mg rooms and native 
bazaars long before tbc ** Gazette dared to allude to tbcm 
It was an enor, in fict, to assert that the scandal grew out 
of the leading aiticles, ns it was a blundering policj to let 
people sec that the press took better care of the public inte- 
rests than the Gorernment If the judges were innocent of 
offences which deserved so severe n piini«hment, no difEcuUy 
in the way of convicting tbeir slandciers could justify the 
Government m <li«giacing them and if they were guilty, it 
should not have been left to a private individual to ordain 
and ensure their dow nfall 

The Court of Directors approved m each lustnnco of the 
remov al of the judges . but the latter had to be provided foi 
in future, and it is la the mode of caring for them that v\ c 
detect the true character of Indian rule Of the Madras 
ofGcnla, two had served their time, and accepted letiring 
pensions , but the third judge had no dcaire to leave the ser 
vice, and, by prescription, the Government were bound to give 
him a salary equal to that winch he had last enjoyed Theic 
were no posts, except in the Eevenuc Board, to winch such a 
rate of income was attaclicd, aod, under any Lmd of adminis- 
tration, it was thought indispcu^able to have none but clever 
men m that department It was needful, then, to secure 
the mam object in view, that he ehould go into the judicial 
line again, and so they gave bun a sessions judgeship, and, in 
due time, lu3 decisions came up to the Siidder Court to bo 
reviewed by the men whom he had reviewed five or six years 
beforeband One of these dccinons concerned the right of 
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certain parlies to n piece of ground Witnesses for tlic 
plnmtifTs deposed tint to their knowledge (he ground sued 
for had been in the possession of the claimants’ ancestors, op 
which the moonsilt gave it m^lheir fniour Tho defcndniJts 
appealed to the judge They said these witnesses arc all 
men of middle age, and it is proved hejond doubt that we 
have held possession against one part of the fnnulj claiming 
for 8iatj, and against the other for fort} } cars — how can 
they speal , except from hearsay ? The judge saw no force 
in Buch a Btatement, and ofiirmcd the judgment, observing, 
that “ the decision of the district moonsitfliad been based on 
tlic evidence adduced, and that the Court cannot di'cov er any 
substantial reason ndianced against it in tin, appeal to ques- 
tion Its corrcctnc's.” Itwos nothing that what tlic witncs<»c 3 
Rworo to happened before they were born, nor did 1 o stop to 
consider a plea baaed on the adverse possession for at least 
foity years by the defendants, though buta month before the 
Government doftated a suit against themselves by pleading 
the Statute of Limitations 1 

On a second occasion, the Sndder judge then extant, said, 
of his prcdeces'oi’s verdict, that “he was wrong on everj 
point of law save one and that was immaterial " 

We might multiply to utter wcaimosa examples of the 
thoiougU degradation of law and jiuticc in India, and the 
cliaiices would still be, that every man who has resided for a 
few years in the country, could, from his on n experience, 
tell of some instance more strange and grotesque There are 
differences of opinion with regaid to every topic of Eastern 
reform, except upon the subject of the Company’s judicial sj s- 
tem It provokes no di cussion, since ithasno defenders It 
IS incapable of impiovement, and therefore no one suggests 
plans of amelioration Toung men, w hen they aro placed 
on the Bench, have had m oppwrtwniWes of acqninn't a 
1 nowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, and peisons of 
mature age find common sense a guide sufficiently reliable 
to serve in heu of law, statute or common It was one of 
the oldest judge. ,n Mudnis 5 jqo; toi 

bunging t civil suit, Tvhioh the Siiddor Court -ifterwards 
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decided in l«a fiiour, nnd it Yfis tlie cnilnn who is cillcd 
.the ablest man on the Bench who gave lahditj to a Pajal 
bull, and decided tint His Holiness Ind dominion in India 
The reforms needed arc, the appointment of trained 
lawyers to Bit as judges, and the use of English as the lan- 
guage of the courts. If the choice to be made lay between 
retaining as judges the men who at feast knew the language 
of the country, in preference to replacing them by men who 
only knew the law, we aliould still adiocatc the change, be- 
cause it 13 infinitely better that the judge should be able to 
gwe a sound decision, than that the suit or should understand 
the words in which be pronounced it. But it is not true that 
in the majority of cases the judges know the language of the 
district over which they preside In Bengal and the north- 
west the greater number may bo able to converse with Oioir 
Sherutadars, but of the dialects famihar to the people, they 
know next to nothing, whilst m Bombay and Jladras, no 
heed 18 taken of such a test of fitnc««. The cmliau who 
speaks hlahratta is perhaps promoted to a judicial post in tho 
Guxerattec country The apt scholar in Tamil is appointed 
to a court where people only «peak Tclogoo TVe happen 
to know an instance, w here the utter ignorance on the part of 
the judge of even the rudiments of tlie native tongue, was 
apologised for by the pica that “ the defect was of no con»e 
quence, since he was is deaf is a post ” He was thought 
no worse of by the rest of his judicial contemporine«i, and 
for the beat of reasons 

Of couToe it would be belter that a judge should know 
the natii e languages, but there la not the slightest ground for 
supposing that tJie hamster who«e whole life is devoted to the 
le^nl profu •'ion will be le s anxious to fit Imu'^elf in every re- 
spect for the di charge of his duties than the cinhan, who may 
be taken anj day from the Bench to the Revenue Board, sent 
over the country with a roving comnn'^ion, or comfortablj 
lolled in the secretariat The one tran ehmes or fails as a 
^ judge, and is alwajs expo cd to the severe criticism of the 
profession the other scarcely knows the meaning of 
the term ** responsibility >s sure of pay, and careless of 
u 
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censure He accepts the office winch hiiula Inm to dispose 
of human life and libcrtj, ns ft Inbourcr uouhl tmdertaVe a 
new job, tnisting that in time lie mnj lenm to Innillc his 
tools \icll, and get accustomed to the work placed before 
bun 

If provision be made for the settlement of small disputes 
by native punclmycts, and the right of appeal is abridged to 
the hunts which regulate it in Lngland, we shall ho quite 
content to know that the suitor in the superior courts is 
obliged to Inve the judge’s Lnglish tmidatcd to Inm m 
future, na he is now compelled to get translations of his 
Ilindostani or Tamil There nre few of us in England who 
care to comprehend the meaning of what i« said on our be- 
half in ft court of justice "We tal c law ns we take phy«ic, 
ft nauseous draught, nbout the composition of vrhich we had 
better not bo too curious 
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CHAP XXII 

ST\TE EDCCATIOV IN INDIA AUlOST "XmOLLT CONTINTID TO TITC 
EPrEP CLASSES —JIISIAKEN NOTIONa AS TO ITa RESULTS 

rcuELT srcuu-R cnARAcrEP op tue instrcction — the 
TIELU TOR CnraSTlAN effort 

The Court of Directors, m r letter to tbe ITidns Govern- 
ineulof tbe year 1833, observe -—“The impiovenicnts m 
education irlucb cfi*cct«TUy contribute to elevate the moral 
ond intellectual condition of a people nre tho c uhich concern 
the education of the higher cla«^e«, of those persons po* e-^* 
ing Ici-'urc nnd infiucneo over the minds of their country men 
^ on are moreover acfiuamtcd w iili our nnvious de«ire to haa c 
at our disposal a body of natucs, qualified b) their habits and 
acquirements to take a larger eliarc and occupj higher sta- 
tions in the civil admmvstnition, than lias hitherto been the 
practice under the Indian Go\crnmcnt-N. The measures for 
education nhich haic been adopted orqlanned at your Pre«i 
denej ha\c*no tendency lo produce such persons” Tliey 
(»ub«cqncntl) add — “ tt c consider this tyi the scope to which 
all jour endeavours with respect to tlic education of the 
natiics should reftr” In another letter of the Court, quoted 
bj IkihI Auckland m lu« mimilc of 24lh Jioicmbcr, 1819, 
thcyob'cnc — “That, wilh a mcw to the moral nnd intcl 
lictiial itnproictncnl cd Vne i>co^c, llic grcTi pnmarj o'ujcCt 
is the extension, among those wlo ha\c leisure or advauced 
ttuly, of the Im ‘t complete cducatien m our power B) 
raising 0 c slaiidanl of in-tniction among thc«e cla<«c», we 
t.houl 1 Cl cntually jiroducc a tnucli greater an 1 more bcneficnl 
chaii'se in tl e i has mil feelings of lhcc(mmunit> than we 
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cm liopc to proilucc 1} nclmg more ilirccllj on llic more 
mimcrous ninsscf ” 

*\Vo entirely concur m tl»o oli,ccl3 rouglit to be obtnincu 
b) Ibc Court of Dircctow, but Ml!crl> tlcn> tlie wisdom of 
the luoile b) which the} ecch to nchtc^c them Upon 
grounds is it n»«crtcd tint the bc«t wnj to ndsnncc the 
inoril nnd uitcllccluil welfare of the people is to rant 
the staud'ihl orin''tructionntnongst llic higher clu'scs? 'Iho 
hitlory oP the pi't affords no wnmnly for it The wm- 
^c^8ltlcs of Ihiglnnd arc ncarl} five hundred jtnrs old, m 
every ngc they produced distinguishcil men but did the cn* 
jojiiicnt of lhc«G facihues for learning elevate the inonls 
tuid intellects of the jicojilc? h>, it ecema but yesterday 
when women were burned forwitcheraft , and nt this moment 
there arc millions of pcoile m Ln„land niid ^\n!cs wholly 
winblo to rend the letters of the alj Inbct So striDgc a doe- 
tune we Imvc not licard for many years , nnd yet it Ins siir- 
Mved through tlic journey from Lmdcnlnll Street to Indn^ 
and Ins still sonic signs of hfo remaining in ill There is 
not a writer, who c -vocation is to deal with the existing 
(piestion* of morals nnd politics, who docs not believe that, 
go fnr from its being necessary to retrace our 8tei>3, we must 
marcb fonvard on the great highway to change with ac- 
celerated gpccvl Aud what is it that Ins so entirely altered 
tho aspect of the tliml mg and acting world? Is it the 
greater spread of^ knowledge amongst the higher cLasaCS, or 
tl c greater inten ity of moral feeling amongst them? Arc 
there more well educated persons in their rani s, than nt 
any former period so that, observing the close connection 
which has always caistcd between tho increase of their 
1 nowlcdgc nnd the progressive oinehoration of tho people, 
we can say that tlio latter are better off, because the former 
ate iTiQTB Ns\s«,\y awatTwcled. ' A glorwsws aTgwTQewt thas 
tor aristocracy, -were it only tenable To shoav the growth 
of the national happiness, it would only be necessary to 
refer to the number of pupils at the colleges, and the luts 
of academic degree® Ea^ wrangler would be accounted 
n national benefactor, and the existence of deans and 
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proctors \\ oulj be ib'iociated, like tlic giraelaws and the ten- 
pound fnocbise, with the best interests of the Con'»titution 
Many ages have elapsed since peculiar resources were 
filTorded to the Brahmins , bnt the most considerate cosmo- 
polite would licsitate to enroll them amongst the benefactors 
of the world They boast of \ast stores of ancient learning 
They have amassed, great riche«> and been in\estcd with 
unbounded power, but to nhat good end ^ They have 
cherished the most degrading superstitions and practised 
the most shamelc^ impostures. They hue arrogated to 
themaehea the possession and enjojment of the rarest gifts 
of fortune, and perpetuated the mo t re\ citing system known 
to the world It is only from a diminution of their abused 
power, that we can hope to nccomphsh the great woik of 
national regeneration Amongst the various arguments by 
which the Government have f^rom time to time advocated 
their favourite plan, they have never once appealed to 
esampka fumiaUed in the history cither of the past or tho 
present 

They hate bought scholars who, it is thought, would in 
time vend learning ** without money and wiihout price " 
“If ws can only inspire the loic of knowledge m tho 
miiuU of the superior claose^, the results will be, it is con- 
tended, a higher standard of morals m the ca^cs of the 
individuals, a larger amount of nficction for the Briti Ii Go- 
•\crnnicnt, and an unconqucmblc desire to^ spread amongst 
ihtir own country men the intellectual blessings which they 
have received" ^Vc have never heard of philosophy more 
b'‘ncvolcnt— and more Utopian It w proposed by men 
wlio Witness tbe wondrous changes brought nboiit m the 
■\\’'c-‘tcrn IVorld purely by the agency of i opular know ledge, 
to redress the defects of the two hundred millionb of India 
by g" ‘"g superior education to the superior cla'>se», and to 
them only It is admitted that the attempt to implant 
rch'’ious fLchngs would be wholly abortive, and yet it is 
tliougbt, Ibat by making tbe few more powerful, the wclfaro 
of the many will be carol fori ■^Ve expect that llio result 
of our system of intercourse and Government will be to 
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pull down, in n grcit measure, the religious euperiorily of 
tlic higher class, hut ue propose to make atonement by 
setting up fresh claims on their behalf, which shall at all times 
he backed by our authority I iVc will give them strength 
of intellect, without the soft humanities of religion I tVhen 
they liaac renounced the gods of their fathers, whilst disbe- 
lieving the faith of the stranger, — when they arc armed 
with exclusive privileges and own no tie binding them 
to their humble fellow men, — we expect that they will 
surpass ourselies in moderation, and form an anstocracy 
o w 01 til such as the world in every age has vainly sighed 


Power mstmetiTcly knows its rights, end always re- 
conciles the assertion of them with ah tract notions of 

tvi‘T.'i^''‘ ‘‘ knowledge of its dutie" 

Whilst learning was conlinod to the upper classes at homo, 
they governed for their own cakes When the fohos of 

ou^stm" Of the nobleman opinion 

the r eh a Heaven bad miended one law foi 

adTe n (pT 1“'’^- >>"* ‘ho Isst change 

nobles, ih 'Y k™'’ ‘’h'cts, which uttered the 

noblest thoughts of groat men were read by the labomcr at 
his 11, e, Ido, then .1 was that the revolnfoi of power was 

werTS^ar ’ “ T'T” ''-crall men 

rould ie exer?",''® ‘hclcU ““‘bority 

Ao learLl Th T V” ho-efit of the mult.tnde 
.pecnlaLTL , n' 'he hounds of human 

cmdrkrwr, *'■' ■*“ hut the 

is-ha^ T i®" “I”''’ ■"“’■"“-P-do and imperfoct as ,t 
has ailded to the einpuo of truth and bngl, toned tlio 

irosjects of the future ‘-hou lac 

We nsk the friends of Indian universitip^ tn e 
wilha siagle example of the truth of,!“ 

1 stinces wl ich hare already fallen withm thru ^ ^ 

expcncncc They liaio cducatcrl mT i m ‘hc'c 

men, and have been the means of a I ^ ° ‘ W'c"hy 

..m worldly .rospeets ofiomo of,.:':;™;:,? 
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tnbutjon have the e made to the great work of regenerating 
their fellow men ^ How have they begun to net upon the 
masses® Ha^e any of them formed clashes at their o\in 
h6me«, or eleewherc, for thojnstruction of their Ic'S fortunate 
or less ^i«e countrymen® Or have they hept their know- 
ledge to themselves, as a personal gift not to be 'oiled by 
contact with the ignorant vulgar® Have they, m nny wny, 
shown thern'clvcs anxious to advance the geneml intere t' 
and repay philanthropy with pntrioti'm? Have the few 
mtelligent bends of Hindoo families as they grew more 
and more acquainted with the nature of the di interested 
exertions made m tlicir behalf, given nny help to the good 
cau'e? Has any pnrty amongst the nntive', nch or poor, 
urged on the scheme? That they are not indifferent to the 
neceesitj of offering opposition to the snccc^s of mi «ionary 
effort in the cau«c of education, wc ndmit But five yenrs 
since the middle classes of the great district of Bcllnry for- 
warded a petition to the Madras Government, which di«clo'Ca 
fully ihcir notions of whnt a nnUonal education should be, 
nnd what is the nature of their expectations from the state. 
The petitioners say — “ c deem it proper hero to notice 
that our schools at Bcllary, being founded by the ro'pectablo 
portion of our community, nre ndnptcd for the higher chuscs, 
anl, consequently, adiiu«3ion is gi%cn therein, not only to 
Hindoo jouih', but al«o to the children of re'pectnble 
fnmthcs of the "Mahomcd-in population Haiing schools of 
OUT own, wc ecarccly have any eonncctioh with the school 
recently c«tahh«hed by the mi«3ion nt Bcllnry, m which llic 
lowc t classes form the tnijOnty of the pupils, nnd neither 
do wc wi h to have any concern whnleicr therewith ” 

Thi^, It most be known, »s an extract from a letter requiring 
the a3«istance of the Government. The “ respectable portion 
of the community ” at Bcllnry have maintained their own 
pcliools for eight years , but hearing that at Alndras 10,000/ 
ta annually cxpcndcil m the great cao«c of (caching llic 
hwher cl3««c«, they naliimlly dc«irc to Ihj \ Heed on an equal 
footing I docation of tUclf is gool, but education fur 
Tiotl ing IS Itcllcr Tlicy arc prou I of tl c fact, and allcgv. 
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it as a rccommcmlation, that tlie 7 have no connection avith 
llic lower classes, but tliey arc not above begging. They 
will part with their independence, but not with their rupees. 
They arc the lowliesf servants of the Government, but thiy 
will not tolerate the acquisition of knowledge by their own 
countrymen. Let the state, which ig upheld by all, found 
schoola and support them out of the common funds, but in 
the. reception, of scholars only consider the “respectable 
portion of the community,” and adopt free teaching to the 
higher classes I We have asked for an illustration on the 
other side of the question, but will manage to make sliift 
with the present for want of a better. 

It is not well that the existing system should be upheld. 
An ago may, perhaps, elapse before the light of a better faith 
sheds its equal rays over the land ; for after the demolition of 
a creed there is a time during which the ruins must cumber 
the soil, and, until those arc cleared away, the task of tlio 
restorer cannot be commenced; but the action of political 
and social wrongs is never for n moment intermitted. The 
unjust rule and tlie frequent privation are felt equally by 
the Christian and the Idolater, and though we may fail to 
teach the natives the truths of our theology, wo may easily 
acquaint them with the nature of our legislation. Our object 
should be to protect them against the better knowledge of 
their own countrymen, who charge upon British authority 
their own acts of monstrous oppression. We want to sec 
the Hindoo armed by his knowledge against the assaults of 
pouer, and made as impervious to an illegal act as the 
European or East Indian. We cannot teach him Socrates 
and Shakspeare ; but wc can make him acquainted n itli 
the powers of native ofSdals, and instruct him in the method 
of procuring redress for injustice. ITe may fail, for some 
generations to come, in making him n moralist, jiatriot. or 
Christian; but i>o may convert lilm into a contented sub- 
ject : wc can train Iiis selfishness in tiie tight direction, and 
enable lum to curb the excrew of inimical power by showing 
him the secret of his own. 
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CHAP XXIII 

TEXDlJfCT or TUB KATIVE JirVD TO IMITATIOV —VALUE TO £>0- 
LAKD AND ISDtA OP AW EXTENDED STSTEM OP EDUCATION 

Ahongst great multitudes of people Ibe elements of strength 
are invanaWy found more or leas abmulantly, n^'d it only 
requires skilful manigement to evolve them Granted that 
tho natives of India are averse to change, and tbereforo 
indifferent to the acqiu'ition of foreign knowledge, they are 
also imbued with tho most intense love of wealth, and their 
aNance will always overcome theic apathy Show them by 
palpable evidence that they can get more power and profit by 
adopting European modes of action, — make it plam to them 
that change will produce the most beneficial results, — and they 
Mill not hesitate to follow the example of the \Vc3tem1V’orld 
Their faculty of imitation is proverbial for its excellence, 
and wherever the means of advantage have been fairly exhi- 
bited to them, they ehow no lack of xndmation to aiail 
thetnoelves of opportunity It is a mistake to suppose that 
their con^ervntwm is the result of inaptituile or indifference 
They follow the ways of their fathers because they beliei e 
in their sufficient excellence They are incapable of ongi- 
natin*’ new ideas, and hitherto it has not been thought 
M ortb the while of tho«c having means and authority to tpach 
them the absurdity of existing modes of thought and action 
In ten years a judicious scheme of national education would 
effect an almost entire revolution in the habits and condition 
of the people Instead of adapting instruction to the ii«o of 
the higher dosses, we would address it to the capacities and 
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sclBshncss of tlic multitude A board of competent persona 
should be formed in eich Presidency, to whom ought to be 
confided the tasks of rendering into the vernacular languages 
the simplest form” of European knoivledge. To the agricul- 
turists should be distributed tracts showing tlie best methoda 
of increasing the riches of the soli To the workers in 
metals and manufactures the most approved processes of 
labour ought to be explained Each trade and branch of 
industry should be furnished with tlic information best calcu- 
lated to increase the worth of the various products of in- 
dustry ; and when it was once thoroughly understood that 
the land could be rendered more fertile, the sources of em- 
ployment more abundant, and the general value of all articles 
greatly increased, we might easily depend upon the strength 
of the selfish impulse m uiging forward tbo great work of 
improvement. ^Vithin the reach of all person®, and clothed 
in the vefy simplest garb, should be placed the knovledgo 
TV Inch It most concerned them to obtain , and to each and 
all wo Tvould afford the means of arnving at a correct under- 
standing of the relative powers and duties of the various 
officers entrusted with the work of administering the govorh- 
ment of the country It Tvould be absurd to attach as much 
value to the influence of publicity m India as is properly 
awarded to it m England, and wo do not expect that 
Asiatics would be as prompt as our own countrymen to 
rc-ist the arbitrary exercise of authority, but by degrees a 
ftelmg of opposition to injustice — at all tunes existing lu a 
litcnt state — would be brought into action, and, at the 
very worst, the sins of actual commission only would be 
cliajged upon the British Government. "^Ve have no belief 
whatever in the patriotism of iho Hindoos, and therefore 
think It unwise to place any reliance upon the supposed gootl 
intentions of the superior clas-cs, but perhaps the surest 
guarantco of good government in any country wlntcvcr is 
the consciousncfiv, on the part of the ruler®, that the people 
arc ncfiunintetl v-rith the nature and extentof their own privi- 
Irgc A. It » llic inlcrctortlic nnny to bo «oll soicrnoil. 
it luituraily follotn ll.at llio best ttoy to keep rulers liono-t i. 
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to arraj the instincts of the masses in opposition to the cor- 
rupt impul«e3 of the few "Wlicn oppre»sion hccomes <lan- 
gerous to the chief actors m the worl, a great atirance in the 
inarch of liberty is gamed , but if it is made almost Impos- 
sible it 13 astobiahiug what service is rendered to the cause 
of public virtue 

A great incidental advantage would al o accrue from the 
^lerfotniancc of this worh. of national education "WhiUt 
teaching the lesj'ons of European cmli'ation, we mighf our- 
selics acf^uire a knowledge of Indian resources Perhaps no 
race of conquerors ever occnpicd, for so long a time, a vast 
territory with so little adiantage, lu the way of adding to 
their own stock, of information The English chameter, in 
tbi3 re«pecl, offers the strange t contradictions In all 
other parts of the globe we rake the depths of the sea and 
shore in quest of the nehes which in India we refuse to 
scrape off the surface with our nails. 

At home the art of the chemist is employed to conquer, 
by the most refined combinations of capital and skill, the 
difBcultics of nature In India, where the most co«tIv pro- 
ducts might be created at the expense of a little time and 
I nowledge, the outlay is often considered too great. "We 
are*^tlie most skilful arti«3n8 m the world, but our tool chests 
are invariably left at home We complete our education in 
the land of the «ctling exm, and thiok life too “hort to make 
any additions to our etdek. of knowledge when we have 
quitted ita shores for the East 

The world has never yet Been an example of a well 
governed people becoming vicious and meuhordinate, and we 
have no fear that the Hindoos would prove an exception to 
the rule There are opportunities given to the humblest 
cla««c 9 in Britain which the people of India have never been 
permitted to hope for, but to tbc u^e of which they could 
never be in«ensiblc, whilst wealth, and fame, and power 
have cliarms which me worUi sttu”gUng for It should bo 
our policy to a-similatc, in this respect, the condition of all 
Bnlidi subject®, — to give ambition tbe hopes of ndi'ancc- 
mont, cnlcrpn-^s the means of employment, and talent of 
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ctcr) kutd the oj jiorltinit) of gro«tIi, iti winterer pirt of 
tlic (•oil Its roots oro fouml implmtcd 

A ftilurc in >\luch tlic^e objects slinull be rcili«cd is not 
flmt out from tlic Indnu Msion, but to render it jw^-'ibJc it 
1 ^ rcfiuisitc tint the education we propose to imjpart elionl I 
not be confined to tbc eupenor clossc-* 

It is not^BUj po<cd bj the present beads of tbc unucr'itics 
tint tbc etudj of knonled^c for its own sake, lioncacr 
great tlic opportunities affordti! for its acquisition, can prove 
tin incentive strong enough in tlio minds of tbc native joutb 
to induce tbein to enroll llicfn«clvcsns fcholar* Tins circinn- 
Rtance, considered lij itself, provokes some mortifying rcllec- 
tion^i but it also gives n«c to sonic serious inconveniences, 
whicli in n great measure detract from tbc iitilitj of cduc.v- 
tional projects It is all very well to bold out ns an tnccs" 
fant bnbo the prospect of Government pay, ns a reward for 
tbc inhalation of tbc weakest portion of Locke, Lacon, 
rinnock, and other kindred spirits, but there is such n 
thing ns ovcr*craninimg public ofliccs, ns well ns scholars 
added to which, the n«piring nlumni, who liavc scraped awnj 
81 me portion of tlio shell of knowledge, and written e<s.ij8 
almost as good ns new, arc piooc to institute comparisons 
between tiieir silanes of thirty nnd forty rupees ns writers, 
and the huge sums melted by men, their superiors, as tl cy 
'ire willing to admit, in all things except intellectual culture 
They have been taught that the tree of 1 now ledge always 
heirs fruit of a kind sufficient to satisfy the most craving 
appetite , nnd they find that, like the famous apples of the 
Dead Sea, though p1en«ant to the sgbt, it turns to ashes m 
the mouth Men arc ever prone to consider themselves un- 
dervalued and underpaid , and it ecems strange to imagine 
that a system of culture which sets up material benefit as 
the chief, nay, almost the sole, reward of exertion, whilst 
the means of satisfying the hope ire so notoriously small 
should be thought likely to increase the amount of affection 
eutertainel for^ the present rulers of the country "Wo 
believe that, so far from having brought about tl is desirable 
result, It has piompted those who liave been trained under 
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lU influence to rca on in the epint of the worst jilnloaopli^ 
upon the curses of refinement and the evils of intCllcctuil 
superiority. 

B are not weak enough to Bcparxte the w ish for learning' 
from the desire ol ultimate benefit, nor to seek to liinder tlic 
educated portion of the Hindoo community from reaping the 
just reward of superior ability , Jbut, instead of drafting them 
m crouds to the public offices, there to wa^te existence m 
fruitless repimnga and objectless efforts, they should be 
taught to combine the loie of gam with feelings of a higher 
and worthier cast. "We would have tlic colleges changed 
into great normal schooli, and the students trained for the 
work of teaching their countiymen throughout the length 
and breadth of the land The first step in the great work of 
general education must evidently be the training of a body 
of competent teachers, but it is altogether out of the ques*^ 
tion to suppose that European agency can bo emplojcd, 
except upon the moat limited scale A great plan which, 
beginning with the e8tabh«broent of village Bchool^, after a 
competent body of teachers bad been formed, would afford 
the opportunity of filtraiing the natne intellect till the rarest 
products were found m a umacrsity, would command the 
cordial support of all clas-’C*’ It is a question by no means 
decided, whether the instnichon now afforded m the highc t 
schools IS really the best calculated to adrance the mental or 
moral condition of the pupils , but, putting tins aside, as a 
needless subject of di«cus«ion, il js dear that the results ob 
tamed are not worth the cost, cither in the estimation of 
Europeans or Hindoos In no country m the world do class 
interests and cla«8 prejudices obtain «so much ns in India, and 
it 13 the plain dutj of a Goicninicnt which is paid by nil, 
-nik cri.'e*A of. *iM., ♦.'i hsw/j, 

to bear in their fullest force all thclcielhng principles of 
education It should be the especial duty of our people to 
afford equal facilities to nil ranks They ought, aboie all 
other things, to proclaim the rcpuhUcam^in of kno>Yledge, 
nnd that Nature makes no distraction of* castes in bcstooing 
her gifts of intellect nnd beauty So fir is such an idea from^ 
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obtnmmg ncccptatjon, tliat wo bcljcvc it lias never been 
enuoented by the supporters of tlio existing state of llimg' 
The scholars of the unnersitica are at this moment almost 
exclusively composed of the superior classes, and above one 
half of them arc remiineritcd m hard com for their attend- 
ance The one fact tclhiig somewhat against the catho- 
licil) of tho Byetem, and tljp other militating ns strong^/ 
against the feeble belief in its popularity 

The establishment of boards of English and nafivc pro 
fc^eors, uho should be instructed to prepare, for iiniver aldis 
tnbution, elementary tracts, conic3)ng*thc i\i«dom of Europe 
in the language of the East, would be the first step m th® 
light direction Unless wo anticipate that the impoverished 
Hindoo, to whom the progress of the world is all a m}8tcr3' 
should make greater advances m mental study than the 
nations amongst whom knowledge has grown up from infancy 
to maturity, wo cannot expect that our language and htc 
rature will become extensively familiar to him What the 
dead languages are to our own countrymen, our own tongue 
IS to the Indian , and how few of the former are familiar 
with them 1 To the few who enjoy great opportunities or 
are prompted by strong inclination, the obstacles m the way 
of ga ning even an ordinary acqua nlance with the higher 
Lrauclies of study may not prove insuperable , but we shall 
have done much if, in the course of the next fifty years, we 
can succeed m iraj arting even the ludest outlines ot know- 
ledge to the dusky ma«ses To make any sensible progress, 
however, it will bo necessary to begin in another direction, 
and look upon a university, not as a starting point, but as a 
final halting J lace — the goal of the best and widest amongst 
t VO hundred imlUona of human beings. 

We have not lost sight of the fact that tlie point at issue 


13 not what should be the cliaiacter of a truly national 
scheme but what is tho best use to which the limited re 
sources at the command of the Government shall be applied 
lYedonot oppo e colleges, but we more strongly advocate 
V illage schooK The best interests of a community require 
that each of us menthers should be educated to the of 
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hig bent, but if \vc arc to choose between the system which 
turns out annually, at an enormous cost, a half dozen “ pne- 
tically” uneducated ‘'proficients,’ whose intellects aid 
nothing to the general stock of knowledge, and whose culti- 
lated moral 5en«e has scarcely, m each presidency, produced 
a Christian in theory or a patriot in practice, and the 
system which should teach t^ masses the great simple 
truths whidi he at the very foundation of all human learn- 
ing i — why, we have no hesitation in coming to a conclusion 
on the subject. So far as eleemosynary aid extends, w c would 
rather bestow it m teaching twelve ryots the truths which 
our English hoys become acquainted inth in*the nursery, 
than in the vim endeai our to impart European wisdom or 
modes of tbousht to members of the upper cH"" "We ire 
not deiling with a qu€«tion upon whi6h freedom of choice is 
permitted , we hive only a poor aUcrnalii e — a little for the 
many of that which is surely useful, or much for the few of 
tint which often neither benefits nor adorns 

Had we proposed that the State Education now given 
should be aboli bed m favour of a plan which gave instnic- 
tion in mechinical vocations, we should have been proparud 
to defend the suggestion- IVe contend that hitherto the 
Government have not succeeded m making even a fraction 
of the population, morally or mtellectuilly, wiser, and wo 
fcce no encouragement to hope for a different conclusion in 
times to come. , Amongst the alumni of the univer«itiLS 
past md present, ire to he found the greatC'^t “ticklers for 
caste, the bitterest 1 iters of Clinstiamty, the most prejudiced 
and exclusive, m short, of the Hindoo population Arc we 
then to care for the upholding of such n system of "na 
tional education as this ? " Would it not be a thou«and times 
better to advance the national welfare of the ma8«c«, in the 
rear of which ever advances the incalculable ble«stng3 of an 
improved morality and general cnbghtcnmcnt ? 

^Vc arc weary of reference to the regenerating influence 
of Socrate®, Milton, and mathematics What we seek is to 
cultiiatc amongst this people the exiotcnce and knowledge 
of Power Instead of aiding the Bnbmm ind the upper 
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cli'^cs generally, we want to raise a countcri)ol«c to iliclr 
baneful Influence,— to dcfcnil (lie Hindoo against the assaults 
of the natUo aristocracy. If arc eaw any signs, honcacr 
remote, of the gron th of patriotic feeling amongst the higher 
ranks, we might bo content to \\itnc‘«s, for a fen years 
longer, the furlhcr trial of the present experiment; but so 
far from inducing a bcttcr^ccling towards their destitute 
and low-cnslc countrymen, the instruction wliicli they imbibe 
seems only to sharpen the natural appetite for the power to 
exert oppression. It is unhcrsilly admitted, by those who 
Ime studied the statistics of crime, that education has the 
happiest effect in diminishing the amount of evil ; but it is 
not ncccBsaryp to impart Oto bighcr branches of study to 
realise the moral benefits of (raining The ability to translate 
Hunpides, or master the hardships of the diflcrcntial calculus, 
affords nosupcrlorguarantccfor thcmoral worth of itBpo«*c3»or. 
The harvest of piety to be reaped at tiic tinivcrsity is not 
more abundant than that which the despised grammar-schools 
afford ; and hence, until it Is uniTCrsally held that the State 
is equally bound to maintain policemen and sclioolmastcrs, 
no case can be established, either in favour of universities 
or Piotcstant colleges We know that the immortal part 
of one man is as precious as that of another in the sight of 
Heaven, and the good behaviour of the many ought to bo 
infinitely more valuable to the State than the mere intel- 
lectual superiority of the few. The moral value of educa- 
tion lies in the first few lessons, and not m the recondite 
truths of learniug. Teach a whole people to read, and 
cheapen all access to knowledge, and the consequences avill 
be visible in the decay of gaols and the increase of churches , 
but found colleges and sneer at grammar schools and Mi- 
lage tuition, and you will have the pedant at the top of 
your pyramid of society, and a broad basis of crime at the 
bottom 

It must not be supposed that we are hostile, or e\en 
indifferent to, the existence of the highest seminaries of 
learning, but we haac to dgal practically with a question of 
comparisons Here ,3 a l,ttlc money to be laid out upon 
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national education, in tlio ^aj moH conduce c to the public 
benefit , and how can the end be best acliic\cd ’ Our oppo 
nents contend tliat, by training a few youths in the knoa ledge 
of the highe«t brancUca of 4)1110311 ■« is Jom, we are creating 
a force which, m time, will penetrate to the remotest parts 
of the body politic. We, on the contrarj, argue, not lint 
their wish 13 improper or ihci^macbmcry intrinsically unc- 
le’s, but that they are pursuing (be wrong pith and em- 
bracing the smaller instead of the greater good It 13 cer- 
tain that the principle of evil is actiie in all minds, and 
requires repre««ion , hence the necessity of uniiersal educa 
tion but It 13 not true, cither that moral beauty resides m 
the mjEtenous depths of nature, or, tbit to induce a youtli 
to exert for the public good some rare faculty with which 
he raay bo gifted, it is nece«»ary to found universities at the 
public expense Whateier genius resides m him may be 
developed in a grammar-school if the innito power is 
there, it will be seen to def^ obstruction, rather than re- 
quire forctn^r If nil men could rcceti e such a measure of 
education os is afibrded at grammar schools, the question as 
to the existence of “ mute inglorious Miltons " w ould be set 
at re^t for ei er A cursory eaimination would show that few 
authors of prize poems and gainera of mathematical prizes 
have made for them^elies places 10 the worlds estimation, 
ID comparison with the host of men who obtain their know- 
ledge fVotn the parish pedagogue and earn their living by 
the sn cat of tbeir daily tolls. 

It 13 no more just to call upon the State to found uni 
versities than to demand that it should support work<hop«, 
nee depots, and fever hospitals in every locality Labour is 
good, and rice not to be dc«pi«cd, but the ta’k of pronding 
either of them is not the duty of a goiefnment, and we 
should not incur the odium of being thought indifferent to 
human welfare, were ne to re ist the propo al of looking to 
the State for due supplies. The icry restricted task^ uhich 
we would impose upon tlie guardians of the community is 
perhaps open to challenge on the part of thoae i\ho contend 
tlut, of all aids to happiness, self-help is Abe Jno«t cflacacious , 
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liul v,c arc ili«po«c(l to ninLe an exception m this in^tniice to 
tin otficnti^c ^alunlitc rule The infi««crt do not tinclen'tm i 
the inlnc of education , and tvliorc the knonlcdgo of its u?c< 
and tlie will to itnj ro\ c it cxi«t the means are often wanting , 
it hecoincs thcrcfiirc a duty on the pirt of the Goieni* 
inent to ]iro\ide tlint, to far ns their poncr extends, the 
tn«V. appointed to cverj Igiman tout, of working out, 
with Jlenicn’s help, its own regencmtion, shall not ho left 
undone for i\ ant of the ncccf«nr) tool* But it is not m 
the iiniicraities that the manufacture of implements can 
he cirricd on tuccc«sfolI ^ , and we arc not therefore 
concerned, to fir as Goicmmcnt grants arc required, to 
prolong the existence of the one or help the other intQ 
being As the brick nnd*mortnr rc«!ilts of extended edu- 
cation, M 0 should rejoice in their prosperity , but ns a por- 
tion of the means whereby knowledge may be uniicmlly 
spread abroad, our judgment lionc«tlj refuses to acquiesce m 
their pro, riclj 

Oa tho great subject of religious leaclnog, wo must do 
ju*ticc to the Indian Goicmmcnt It limdcra no man from 
teaching and preaching Chnsfnnilj. It does not seek to 
plant its foot within the circle of missionary influence It 
merely adds to the list of State obhgntions n duty hitherto 
imperfectly recognised, and ns Hindoos, Mussulman*, Jews, 
und Christians, Inic always been declared equally entitled 
to the benefits of civilised government, it has resolved 
to give all clashes the advantage of tint training which la 
deemed requisite to fit them to discharge their several duties 
to society It holds that worldly knowledge is good, tl ough 
religion is better, and that an educated heathen is better than 
an Ignorant one, just as an educated Chri'’ti!in is better than 
one who knows nothing but theology, and perl aps but little 
of that. It cannot, if it would, coerce men’s consciences, but 
it can inform their intcllccttf and refine their manners It 
looks upon the KJioud as being lower in the scale of humanity 
than the Brat m.n, and the latter again as inferior to the 
schoolboy who understanda astronomy and the u«e of the 
globes It recognises Gods handwriting on every leaf and 
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■wave , in Ihe caverns of tlic carlli and tlic motions of tl>o 
stars, ns vveU as in the in«jiiTcd aolumc, and leaimg to the 
n\ini ters of tchgion tlieir njuiointcd task*, claims to ivork, 
only ft jwtion of the inaehincrj by avhvch the Almightj 
deigns to reveal Ilia vfi‘»doni nnd goodnc«s to mauhind 
The founders of our faith, who c example we ought to 
follow , preached even where, and to nil people, the aublimc 
truths of religion, but they never levied taxes for the 
support of tbcir nu«aion, and bad no doubts os to the right 
solution of much that is cla_«cd bj our«cKc3 amongst tbo 
nijstencs which pass human understanding 

The precepts and the doctnnes of Christianity liave re- 
mained unchanged for nearly two lhou«and ) cars, hut llie 
inlcrj rotation of them is difiercnt in ever} nge At this 
moment the wi«cst and best of men arc to be found prorc*3- 
mg opposite crcc(1«, and drawing from the plainest texts 
irrcconoilcablc inferences. Some of the highest dignitaries 
of our church arc warm friends of secular education, whilst 
others believe, that when you teach the Bible you teach 
everylhmg, that Icamiog and intellect, strength nnd pros 
ponty, arc the results of Bible training , that to Icnow all 
wlacli can be known, and enjoy all that can be gamed in 
the temporal world, it is only ncce'>«ary to read and obey , 
to meditate m silence nnd reap all the fruits of industry 
A un on between the State and the ini« lonary is not 
po« ihle , antagonism real or apparent, is not wise , but what 
ghould prevent ttie fnends of Chnst an knowledge from taking 
over the whole of the existing Government machinery of edu 
cation, and making the Bible o class book in every “chool? 
Government might retain the colleges for the study of me- 
dicine and tival engineering and fnlfil all the functions per- 
fonnedrorfbe'Bti'ii^^'iAes’by’iVc'RoyABocietyof Arts It 
mi^ht enhance in. many ways the social welfare of the people, 
and direct the aims of the trained intellect, whibt abandon 
in" to the care of the toKSionary the interests of literature 
and rel g on It would thus gire in native estimation full 
value for taxation, and by tolerating all religions, secure in 
X 2 
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tunc the suprcmticy of a solitarj' creed, the trlinniih of ihc 
highest and holiest interests of nianhind. 

Ihc entire net sum paid b} Government in India for the 
imintcmncc of colleges nmlecliools is in round numbers about 
120,000?. per annum, but under ini^^ionory supervision 
perhaps half that sum would suflicc. The latest returns give 
a total of 14,319 scliolars receiving instruction in the State 
schools of Bengal, at a cost, after deducting school fees and 
the sums received for the sale of hooks, of more than 50,000?., 
or 4? lOj each. "We do not think the average coat of tuition, 
is Ic-^ tluan that sum in the other Presidencies, and it is for the 
missionary societies to say wliciher they will undertake the 
contract at a lower rate, with Bible instruction included. The 
Bngliah puhlio need have no fears on tlic score of slack nttend- 
anco at ml«aionar) schools, or of the growth of n fccliug hos- 
tile to missionary efibrt. In 1853 there were two thousand 
pupils receiving daily instruction In three missionary schools 
at !Mndra«. Not fifty of the number w ere of low caste origin, 
ilany of the boys came in carriages, and each and all had 
to read a portion of the Scriptures daily. Is it w orth adding, 
say, another 100,000?. to the income of mi'sionary societies 
to secure the like results in the ca-'cof rich o;- poor. Brahmin 
or.lllussulnian, in every quarter of iheEost? That is the 
question for the consideration of the Christian people of 
England. 
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THE I-IND IlE\EXnEa OF lypU. — • EXPLAh ATION 3 OP THE VAJUOCS 
MODES OF IXVTINO TAXES ON THE SOIL. — THE ZEJnXDAES AM) 
TOE POUCE OF BENOVL, — ‘FAILDRC OF THE TILEAGC COMlnj- 
MTIES IN TOE ^OBT^-^VEST. 

And now vrc biro toconsulerthegraTcst portion of this sub- 
ject. Can WQ make India paj ? It has been shown that the 
I'lostlndia Company would be unable to conduct the future Go- 
\crnment of the country, were it only on the score offinancial 
illfBcultic^, and wo should fare no better under the Imperial 
rule, if the ej stem of taxation were not wholly reTohitioni-od. 
Notiiing more can bo had from land, nothing from s-alt, no- 
thing from opium. And wc sec no prospect of reducing 
expenditure whilst the present ncdl for tlie supremacy ^of 
force continues to exUt, Under the present system, wc 
cannot do without the bayonets of Europc.an<, the honesty of 
theci'illans, or the numbers of lIicrcFCnucofRccrs, .and hcnco 
wc n«i«t continue to maintain nn enormous army, pay high 
salaric'*, and support a countless multitude of natho eubor- 
dinatC'*. Our income is derived, not from surplus profits, but 
from capital; not from luxuries, but from the poorest ncccs- 
saric". It is the product of em and tears. 

The Chairman of the Court of Directors told the IIou«c 
(ft XwiTntmi-,'\n.*lw~aj\mrrEiriTa^ of. »lu*_l»ttle-nf. HIa!«o3^, 
that “ there was a cuckoo cry about the rni'crable condition 
nf the i>coplc. It was said that the people \\erC8omi*crably 
jioor that they could not ilcTclope their resources ; but how 
did that a-«*crtion agree with tlic fact that the balance waa 
tis.nnd lIiatwcwcrcalwaTstindcr the ficre-«ity 
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of exporting silver for what we received ? (Hear ) The truth 
•was, the imnufacturers of Mancbeater were altogether care- 
less about Indian tastes and fancies, hut if they would not 
give themselves any concern about the wishes of the people, 
they must not expect them ^ become customers (Hear, 
hear )” 

"IVe must not be angry with Mi Mangles, or with the 
members of Parliament who cheered him The one spoke 
and the others applauded according to their convictions, and 
it i** a positive gam to the cause of good government, when 
men m high places give vent to their real views and feelings 
Put light IS not more opposed to darkness than the state- 
ments of the Chairman of the Court of Directors to honest 
truth TVe hope that he is only ignorant, blindness from 
whatever cause is bad enough m the case of a man so placed, 
but we will not assume that it is wilful, an example of social 
malingering 

Of the entire revenues of India, amounting m round num- 
bers to 29,000,000/ per annum 16,000,000/ is denved from 
the rent of land, Government being at the same time sove- 
reign and landowner The land rent is collected under three 
different fiscal systems — The Perpetual Settlement, which 
prevails only in Bengal, the Village Partnerships, winch 
obtain in the Punjaub, bcindc, and a part of Bonlbay , and the 
Ryotwarry, under ivluch nearly the whole of the Madras and 
a portion of the Bombay tax is collected The perpctnal set- 
tlement had its origin in 1793, when the Mar(]uis Cornwallis 
fi'vcd in perpetuity the annual rent payable by the presumed 
owners of the soil The village partnerships sprang out of 
the desire of the authorities m the North-West Provinces to 
keep up wl at was considered the old framework of village 
society Tracts of land were suracyed and leased to certain 
castes, or jersons having what was thought the right of 
occui ation The rent was fi-acd latterly for a term of thirty 
5 cars, an I each tncml cr of the j artiicrship w as bound to pay 
1.18 share or a JcraiiU.i.g members proper eonlnbation Ilio 
ryotwarry. as .Is name implies, was „ form of lioMiiig direct 
from Gorernment The cultivator pai 1 at the clo-o of tbo 
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dirs complained to tlic Government tint they could not 
gather m the rents unless they were vested with summary 
powers of imprisonment and distraint, which were granted^, 
and from that hour to the present the ryot has remained in a 
state of hopeless slavery. The law took no note of under 
tenures or leasehold rights. If the rent duo by the zemindar 
was not paid at sundown on the appointed day, the estate 
was said, and the buyer rcceiaed it clear of all claims. The 
default of the proprietor was ruinous to all beneath him, and 
that law 13 unaltered at this moment. Of course every estate 
was purged at once of Yillogc proprietors , and though there is 
hardly a holding which is not let and sublet many times over, 
the speculation invohesri ks which none but a Bengalee would 
undertake Enghsh Ranters strive of course m all casco to 
obtain an independent footing on the soil, but the task is a 
hard one, and neither money nor cudgels, which arc the in- 
fiucnces nest m potency throughout Bengal, will at times 
suffice to uphold them 

Take the case of a public common, or a public orchard, if 
the latter could exist m England, and cither would bear an 
exact lesemblance to the condition of the Bengal ryot. 
Cattle would nip the herbage almost before the blades 
reached the surface of the soil, children avould gather the 
apples before they were ripe The fear lest others should 
appropriate exclusively what each man feels he has a ri"ht to 
eharo in effectually hinders growth and maturity in the case 
of the grass and the fruit, and just so with the miserable 
Bengalee under the common ownership of the zcmind irs 
and policemen. The one does liis best to prevent the gron th 
of property , the other is always on the watch to detect the 
signs of it. The peasantry are bom and die in debt , some- 
body owns them from the cradle to the grave, and what 


matter for the colour of the master’s ekm or the nature of 
his profession? With the rich soil at their feet, and the 
Irarmng .un mcr licad, p09jc>.mg mmUe fingers tinfl nillm<r 
ll,e lyot, hare all tl.o cienrents of a prosperous 
.trcngtll, but faculty l,es ,I,e,o, 1 ,|,„ „ 

uanubois worn ,lo„-u to tbo last stage of „eal„es 3 by 
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fam'me. The nourishing foo^ and the refreshing drink aro 
sprcid out only a short mile from the spot where he lies, anti 
yet he must die of hunger, from sheer inihility to cran 1 the 
distance. No one has an interest in the ryot, except for Ins 
performance of tasks for their benefit. The missionary 
would clothe him in righteousness for the next world, hut is 
obliged to leave him in rage during his staj in the ai-ible 
portion of the \inl\CTec. In this state of existence he has 
lilcraliy no friend^, and is so drained of manhood as to ha\ c 
few or no enmities. Since the Iiarrow and the roller must 
pa-s oa cr him, why should he care who guides and driies 
them ? 

To award the ryot the very smallest share of the wealth 
derived from the soil, is the never-ceasing object of tho 
xemindar j and when he has reaped all that he can m that 
field, the police ccnic in and pick up the scattered cars. 
They aro ready at any moment to coniett a murder into a 
case of cholera, or a death by di»ca«e into an atrociiius homi* 
cldc. They will tio up and torture, without he'-itation, a 
avhole village, for the sake of a few mpeos. It is a matter 
of mere chance whether they make the subject to be ope- 
rated upon ft culprit or a witnc«3, and them is scarcely any 
difference in the con'eqacnccs. Crime cannot be detccted,i 
if the criminal is willing to pay ; innocence cannot escape, 
if it is poor and bcliCTCd to have the means of biibinir. 
Upon such a subject, declamation is so facile, and therefore 
so su'spiciou^ftbat it is necc»6aiy to q-note authority for the 
character of two important elapses of Hindoo®. Here is 
what the present Lieutenant-Goiemor of Bengal, Mr. Hal- 
lidaj , says of the police and the magistratcj* npjiointcd to 
u alch over and di«pen«e justice to forty millions of people. 
“ For a Ion*’ scncs of years, complaiota haa e been handed 
down from administration to adinim®-trvtion, regarding the 
badness of the iIofu«Ml Police under the Government of 
Bengal, and as yet aery little lias been done to improve it; '* 
that, “throughout the length and breadth of the country, 
the strong lirey almost nt«\cr*ally upon the weak, au-l 
power la hut too commonly aalued only as u can be turn'd 
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into money,” that *‘it i3 a lamentable but unquestionable 
fact, that the rural police, its position, chameter, and sta- 
bility as a public institution, have, in the Lower Provinces, 
deteriorated during the Ket twenty years , ” that ** the cri- 
minal judicatories certainly do not command the confidence 
of the people, ” that, “whether right or wrong, the general 
native opinion is certainly that the administration of criminal 
justice 13 little better than nlottery, — m which, however, the 
best chances arc witli the criratoal, — ind this is also very 
much the opimon of the Luropean Mofussil community , 
that “a very small portion of heinous offenders arc ever 
brought to trial » ’ that it now appears that half of tliosc 
brought to trial arc sure to be acquitted , ” and that *' pe- 
culiar and accidental circurostancea, partly temporary and 
partly arising out of the constitution of the Civil Service, 
have, at this moment, made the incspcrtenccd condition of 
the magistracy more observablethanithascvcr been before, 
while it seems certain that the evil dunng several 6uocc««iic 
years is likely very seriously to increase ” 

The misaionarics, speaking of the Bengal zemindars, m 
their petition to the House of Commons presented last 
session, say, “It is manifest that the tenants suffer from a 
lax administration of laws pissed for their protection, that 
they arc oppressed by the execution of other law®, which arm 
the zemindars with excessive power, that they do not share 
with the zcraindars m the advantages derived from the deve- 
lopment of the resources of the country, tlftt the profits 
thus monopolised by the zemindars nro already incalculably 
valuable, and that, year after year, the condition of the 
tenants appears more and more pitiable and hopeless 
Oil cr evils incrcass the wretchedness of the condition to 
which a tenant 13 thus reduced The village chowkeydara 
arc the servants of lus landlord, the government police arc 
cornipl, an the cannot vio with las landlord in purchasing 
ll cir favour, ll c courU ofjusUco -Ire dihtor, and cipcniivc, 
and nro oficn far d slant from liia abode, eo tint lie Ins no 
Iiojk: of tfdrc« for tin. most cruel wrongs . and bo is fro- 
qiicnlly iiiiphcalcil m affrays respecting disi uted houn- 
dancs in which he lias not the slightest iicrsond interest 
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Ignorant of hh rights, uneducated, subdued bj oppression, 
accustomed to penurj*, and sometimes reduced to destitution, 
the cultivator of the soil, in many parts of this Presidency, 
derives little benefit from the British rule beyond protection 
from Slahratta invasions. 

The area of Bengal is 149,000 squire miles, or 97,000,000 
of acres, and on the productiio surface of 64,000,000 of 
acres the taxation amounts but to a fraction more than Is. 
per acre, the total paid to Goicrnraent being 3,333,150/. 
Tlio value of the exports for 1856-7 was not Ic^s thin 
18,000,000/. sterling; and, as ver^' little of skilled labour 
enters into the price of Bengal produce, it may be estimated 
that at least 16,000,000/. is represented by raw material. 
Calcutti, however, is the principal outlet for the sea-board 
exports of the north-west, and perhaps it will only be fair to 
add to the Gotemment demand on account of the total slup- 
ments, 23 per cent, of the land-tax paid by the latter 
ttrrltorie'*. Tins tsIU bring up the revenue of thc^ whole of 
Bengal and a fourth of Upper India to 4,500,000i, which 
is abotJt 28 per cent, of iho worth of raw protlucc etporled. 
The rent of land leaded by the tcmimlars varies from 8r. to 
14». i»cr acre, averaging perhaps lOr. "Wages, over the 
whole country, average, for an able-bodied rjot, not more 
than 1». a week; and we have been n**urcd by the hca»l 
of a fmn In Calcutta, having cxtrn»ivc dealings with tlio 
interior, that in roine portions of Tirlioot, where the great 
indigo factories arc •Iluated, tvrcntv -sev cn men had been 
conicnicvl to w«irk the entire Jay for 2<. 

In the ?vorth-We*t Prorinecs. vrhtcJi cover an area of 
72, IKK) square nulcs, without including the non-rv^guhxtion 
districts, the Bengal sjitcni was everywhere adoptwl on tlic 
countr) 6r»t tanning »nto our inK*«c**ion; but •uh*e<iuctitly 
the ul^'kiLir, or goveminrnt agent, was cntnf>el!M to show 
hit title, and where tJial was fnind to l>c di fective, he was ret 
aside, and the aiUige pmprtctom treatcal with nl >ne. A hrtvad 
di«tinrtlon sras, liowesrr, olwava prererred l>clwccn the mole 
c-f dealing with the cvildaatnra in Northern and Southem 
If do. 'file tHta to l>e ju» I atrcnlb'Ing difine»l, (’Javernmr'if, 
t rrl r tl c ryr twarrr *v»tcni, took the ^»hrJc of i(, at a iTiTa’c 
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iiiGiMdual would have done, but in the north-west no less 
tlnn 38 per cent was set apnr^ 20 per cent of winch was 
returned to the proprietors and 18 per cent to the talook- 
dar. But it sometimes occurred that the latter was pro- 
prietor as well as Government agent, m which case he re- 
ceived 30 per cent of the net rental , and in cases where 
the Government collected the rents v\hicli he had a right 
to realise they paid him a commission of 22^ per cent 
free of all risks and chaigea In broad terms, it may be 
stated that the Goi emment returned, all over the country, 
one third of the net rental to those in whom the right of 
cultivation and the right of collecting the tax were vested 

OF course, under such a system, land grew very valuable, 
and though it w as never so difficult to purchase estates in 
the north-west na in Bengal, owing to various social causes, 
the soil never lacked eager buyers But whilst the Milage 
settlement favoured the views of capitalists and traders, who 
availed themselves of every opportunity of buying out or 
ejecting by force of law the village proprietors. It was not 
calculated to secure the great aim of its founders The 
scheme was unsound in its essence, as every attempt roust 
he to regulate by law arrangements which depend for suc- 
cess on the csercise of free will and the indulgence or 
lestramt of passions 

If nn English parliament were to attempt to restore the 
ancient guilds and corporations, on the ground that m old 
times they were the nurseries of trade and the strongholds 
of liberty, it would not commit a grpater mistake than 
that which the Government of India fell into in this 
respect. No doubt, in the turbulent ccntunca, when the 
tillers of the soil suffered almost equally from tluTravafrcs of 

the forcigncrand the protection of their lawful chiefs, when 

the distinctions of easte were rigidly observed, and the 
trcTff ffa? petsmt'ff Aanzon , — it was good 
to establish and maintain brotherhoods of labour, there 
was a common interest lo support and a common ’danger 
to rtpol but wlicn pcicc is tlic ifitunl inbcnlanco of llio rj ol, 
nn.l tlic bonils of prtjuilicc nro falling from ctcry limb, ahy 
sliould no yolc liioi m tlieso new rcllcra’ wjiy seek lo 
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restrain tlie course of free effort, and map out by authority 
the taaha that he shall perform and the way that he must go ? 
lYe may be sure that the instincts of eelSshness are .wiser in 
these matters than the dictates of authority, liong before 
the outbreak of tbc rebellion it was visible that the scheme 
was crumbling to ruin In the north-west the suits to 
obtain possession of lands were continually on the increase, 
and every decision against the right of a shareholder 
was scarcely less hurtful to bis copartners than a judgment 
against the property of a merchant would be to the firm 
of nbich be might chance to be a member. The author of 
“ Slodem India” is so impressed with the gravity of this 
result that be deprecates the application of the law of sale to 
landed property in the Punjaub. The system will not stand 
the wear and tear of litigation ; the mutation of proprietors 
is everywhere fital to it. If the cultivator indulges in 
the natural desire for selling, mortgaging, or devising, 
except amongst the limited circle of his coproprlotors, the 
hiw must rcfu«c to give vaUdily to his act«, or the fabric of 
society, which has bcen*built up at so much cost, will 
avowedly tumble to piccesl 

As affecting the existence of vilhge communities, the 
Korth-'West System entirely failed; but, ns regards the general 
public, the objections to it were, the perpetual interference of 
tlic Government officers, its cost to the Govcmnicnt and to 
the people, and the inefficiency of the tenure, Oa a means of 
developing the resources of the country. If o roan took new 
Imd, which could be very seldom obtained of late, he Ind 
only a term of thirty > cars to count upon ; but in general the 
lease o*f property available for a nen comer would not have 
more tlian*fjrtccn years to run: and who would undertake 
extensile norks, build ftctoric*, or make great embankments, 
with the knowledge that at the end of his lease Government 
would assess tbc rent for the next term ui>on the currcnlvahio 
of the property ? Tlie inicrcH of the tenant, during the IsH 
vears of UU term, tended in the t, ay of depreciation and not 
of improv ement. Tlic *j elcm waa for a time much better for 
the interests of the cuUiiatorthnn cither the peq>ctual settle- 
mcnl or the tj otwany ,bccau«o U gav c him a sliarc of the ren t ; 
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but in the long run he found it impossible to remain suspended 
between the condition of a capitalist and that of a more 
labourer Tlxtra\agancc and bad seasons arorked his sure 
rum and uhen this happen^, and he is ousted by the decree 
of a court, " his enmity," according to ISfr Thomason, lato 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-'West, “is transferred 
from the individual to the State lie feels that there is no 
hope for him but in the downfall of the system He becomes 
as mucli a disaffected man as though he had been ruined by 
some direct act of the Government” Without any idea of 
showing the unsoundnesa of the system, Mr Thomason, in 
the next paragraph of the paper from which the above quo- 
tation IS taken, tells us that “it is not many years ago that 
an insurrection was oecaoioned in Ilatnglmr and the Cole 
Country from the unrestrained operations of the courts of 
justice The Government perceived the evil, and at once, by 
excluding the regulations, put a check on the obnoxious 
proceedings ’ The Coles evidently knew how to deal with 
the Honourable Company but a system winch requires tho 
occasional suspension of laws and the shutting up of courts 
of justice could hardly advance the welfare of any people, 
whether civilised or barbarous 

The poverty of the Bengal ryot is not to be attributed to 
the direct action of the Bast India Government, who are re- 
Bponsible only for bo much of the misery that prevails amongst 
the forty millions inhabiting the great Gangetic valley as 
may be traced to the appointment of those whom tho Deputv- 
Goi error of Bengal terms “boy magistrates,” to the nomi- 
nation of inefficient judges, and the support of the police 
To ascertaiiT tho true character of the Compands govern- 
ment, we must turn to that portion of their dominions where 
their influence, both Bocial and political, has b^^en absolute 
for a hundred ye^^B past, where there is no middleman to 
pttofils of ibc cultiaator, where peace has been 
uninterrupted and obedience has never failed The cond tion 
of Madras la the true touchstone of the value of tint 
Government which, according to Mr Mangles, needs no 
teaching to understand its duties and no additional incentive 
to perform them. 
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A CEA-TUnr o» RULE THE DOPELESS POVERTT OF ALL CLASSES. 


l.v a ParliamcRlary paper, dated May, 1857, llicre is printed 
a copy of a dUpatch from Lord Harris, tl,e Governor of 
r.i"f rroposcl general snrvey and assessment 

of fl.at Prcstdency. “ Mnch has been pnbUsbed of late ” 
sap lLs_ Lordship, ••respecting the nnsatisfactoiy state it 
this Pres.dency, of the poverty of the bhabitants, of Uie 
hopeless rp.t.on .nwhich they are plaecd,and of the exorbi- 
tant taratmn j and all tbs miseiy has been stated to be tlio 
result of British mugovemment. 1 have serious doubts of 
the correctness of these assertions. Tlait the maioritv of 
the cultiratom of the soil are poor, is ecrtainly true ■ hut 'that 
is almost certain to be the case ivhero the soil is divided 
into innumerable small holdings, each insufficient to tiroilje 
for the most ordinary ivants of a famny of the loireat class. 

‘•That the position of the ryots is not very hopeful, may 
be nttrihulcd to many circumstances j but I am inclined to 
think that riicir dciireased condition is as much the result 
of moral u of economic caufcs. 


“Tliat the taxation which they have to pay is cxcc«*irc 
may, in Kime instance*, be tJic ca«e; bat I cannot allow tliat 
the amount of public fumls eontnbiited by the Pre^IJencr is 
cxorhltanU Neither am I prcparcil to admit that the state 
of the country, generally, is detcrioniting. I bellere, on the 
contrary, from all I can learn, tliat tlicre is a marked im 
prnvement in many districts, though prohably not to Uic 
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extent wliicli might liave been attained circumstancea 
permitted more active mcasnrea for improvementa on an ex- 
tensive Bcalo to baa c becii undertaken by the Government^ 

“ That the general state of the eguntry has not become le«3 
pro'sperous, is sufficiently sIiQwn by this one fact, thajt, 
though remission of taifation has been inade to some cx 
tent within the last ?ew years, the generiil income has not 
diminished ’ ‘ 

The Mews enunciated by His Lordship in the nboic 
passages were shared by his colleagues in the Government, 
they have been approa ed of by tlie Court of Directors , and 
we propose to examine and test tlicir real value 

In dealing with the great social questions of India the 
inquirer la materially aided by the simple and permanent 
character of Dastern life The tides of nature and of human 
existence flow in the channels which were worn for tliem m 
remote ages 'Whatever was true of a thousand years past, 
IS almost literally true of the present day A change of 
masters, a little more wealth or poverty, and you have all 
that mark, for the teeming millions of Hindostan, the pro- 
gress of time Now, as heretofore, the records of the tax- 
gatherer furnish an index to the state of the nation when 
ave know what is paid to the Government, it is easy to find 
Out what has been earned by tlie people 

This ahsencp of complexity in the business of hfe, which 
IS characteristic of every part of the country, is especially so 
in Sladras, where government, trade, and tllage are all 
carried on upon a Bcheme of first principles as nil ed ns 
need be In that highly favoured Presidency there arc 
neither nobles nor landlords , the pnosts ore maintained on 
the voluntary system , and for every acre of cultiiable land 
under the ryot, there are five or six lying fallow In other 
words, it 13 an Dden of the mind, with many thousands of 
good angels keeping watch in«idc the boundaries 

Such an innunicrahlc multitude of persons^— many of tlicm 
able, and most of them honest — havo wntten in pmsc of the 
Pevenue system of Madras, that were it not for the re- 
flection that the Corn and Navigation Laws laio hCen 
repealed scarce ten 3 cars since, wc should be tempted to 
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doubt the accuracy of a^turns and tbe evidence of the 
6en'»c3 Still it could hardly escape observation, that vrhether 
the Government of tbe day waa -painstaking or otherwi e, 
ifbetlier the ** Board ” had ruled ur favour of zemindars or 
direct holdings, the upshot tp all concerned was tbe same 
,The ill wmd blew nobody good Tbe superstructure of 
society gave way and was overtumedf without m tbe least 
relieving the foundations Where the zemindars were ab- 
sorbed, the district yielded no more profit to Government, 
frequently less , whilst tbe wages of labour and tbe prospects 
of employment were decreased as well Tbe ebus dis- 
appeared, and ivitb them vam-bed not only pomp* and exlra- 
ngance of Imng, but tbe means whereby tbcir state bad 
been upheld- Tbe hut and the starved bullock took tbe 
phees of tbe palace and tbe elephant The neb imm be- 
came a beggar, and the ryot remained a «lave Tbe work- 
ing of tbe machinery is rather difierent now, emce there ore 
no more wealthy proprietors to be amalgamated The fire 
must needs go out when the fuel is exhausted Poverty 
must be allowed to live becau«e it is required to toil, but, 
truly speaking, no other reason can be assigned as tbe 
cause which has hindered tbe depopulation of the Southern 
Presidency. 

In the last report of tlic Jladras Government, the mhabit- 
nnts arc set down as amounting to nearly twenty-three 
millions, tbrec-fourths of whom arc engaged m agncultural 
pursuits At the usual rote of five persons to a family, this 
gn es, saj , three and a quarter millions of able-bodied ryots , 
and emce the peasant’s w ifc works as hard os her husband, 
nfid t!ie children arc put to labour os soon as they can crawl, 
we eball be far within tbe mark when we assume that the 
i\ ork of two labourers is done by cacli family of five persons, 
“W e liavo then sis and abalf mdbons of workers dihgently 
toiling on the land, and more than ten millions depending 
for food upon their exertions J»ow what do they earn from 
Jttiiuarj to December? bievcr was problem more easily 
solved, and nci cr did the re«ult of a few simple figures so 
put to shame the workmg of a Christian Government. The 
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officnl estimate of Land Revenue for 1856-7 gave a total 
under three and a half millions sterling , and we have to find 
out what proportion of the gross produce of the land ^is 
represented in that sum Colonel Baird Snuth says, that in 
Tanjore, the most favoured district in the Presidency, the 
Government share is two-fiflhs of the gross produce 

We doubt if in any part of Madras the amount actually 
taken by the servants of the state is less than one half, and 
know, from personal investigation, that over the greater 
portion of the country the tax swallows up two thirds But 
let us lake Tanjore os the standard by, which the impost is 
assessed, and the entire value of the cultivation is shown to 
he eight and three quarters millions If no portion of the 
above sum were ta! en by Government, — if the crops grew 
spontaneouxly, and the reaping were done by fairies,-— the 
sum to ho dmded amongst the people n ould not amount, for 
each household, to five shillings monthly But/ inasTnuoli 
as the Government in their mildest mood take two fifths, 
and the cost of cultivation, excluding labour, cannot be set 
down at less than one-fifth, we have for distribution 
amongst the people as many pounds sterhng as there are 
heads of families, or about half that sum as the annual 


wagu of each labourer l>id tbe bitterest denunciation of 
the Company’s rule ever reach tbe accusing height of these 
simple facts ? Think of it, conquering countrj men of ours I 
Fncpcnce a week for the joint labour of man, wife, and 
children, or two Bhilimgs and a penny m the currency of 
London and Liverpool, where money is said to be worth 
only a fifth of what it wiU buy m India, in the shape, 
however, of food and shelter only I '^Vhat interest can 
ilanclieatcr have m the living or dying of anj conceivable 
number of fathers of families, whose incomes are but twenty 
thillmga j early? They do llicir best to encourage British 
trade, for they consume of yam, cotton, wool, and piece 
gooils, imported from all quartcra, as much as amounts to 
twopence per head per annum Our friends at home can 
jud^c for themsches how far that sum will go m the pur- 
chase of their wares, and maj form a lively idea of what the 
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seventeen millions have to spare for food, education, and 
pastune when they can afForf to lay out on their wardrobes 
just twopence a year 

There are upwards of ninety miUiona of acres in Ifadras, 
and, including rent free lands, not above twenty per cent of 
tlie whole area is cultivated Indigo, sugar, witton, oil-seeds, 
and coffee grow to perfection , but they are only produced by 
fits and starts, as the agents of exporters come forward u ith 
advances, and select the crop to be sown Excellent raw 
sugar can be laid down at the sea board for 8f Gd per cwt , 
cotton gives a capital return when the grower obtains 2d 
per pound It is said that 70,000 maunds of indigo will 
he shipped this year , and to the production of oils there 
i» htcrailj no limit And for every ounce of produce there 
are eager buyers , and if the field were increased twenty 
times 01 er, no portion of it would be left on band let 
this IS the land of which the ricbe«t tracts he waste, 
which furnishes tho Honourable John Peter Grant with tho 
following illustration when combating the arguments of 
the Calcutta mi«sioQarie8 — ** There are no such conten- 
tions and affrays about land m Madras, as arc justly com 
plained of by the raetaonalists here But this is not due to 
a good police and judicial administration, a survey ani^cgis- 
tration, or tho absence of a zcmindary system in the greater 
jnrt of tint Presidency , it is due to the fact, that in most 
Madras dj«tncts land is Taluclc«s, by reason of the revenue 
Bj stem there m force , the contentions tliero being when a 
ryot 13 forced not to give up, but to take land*” Mr Grant 
mi^hthave stated his instance even more forcibly Thou- 
sands of men labour on tbc j ubbe works, and prefer leaving 
the acres untouched, for wliiclt they arc obliged to paj rent, 
experience liavang taught them to select the least of two evils 
And under present circumstances, there is not the mo«t 
remote chance of tho wa<tc lands being taken up, for emigra- 
tion absorbs more than tho annual lacrcasc of the population 
Tlio labour that might find such profitable returns at home 
IS drafted off to a dozen rcaly markets. The man who 
thould raise sogar on Ins own plot of ground, is onlj too glad 
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to lure himself out to the pHntcr in Mtiuntms "Wealth lies 
it lus feet, j et ho 13 obliged to expatriate himself to procure 
the means of existence 

And if ancient zemindar and modern ryot Iia\e been 
etjuilly ruined bj the operation of the Madras system, it has 
notproacd in the least faaourable to European enterprise 
Ko great amount of capital Ins, perhaps, been sunk in agri- 
cultural or manufacturing operations , but whatc^ cr has been 
ventured has cithcf been lost entirely, or is so unproductive 
that the parties concerned would gladly retreat were it 
possible to do so without sacriGcing all We arc not aware 
of a single instance nhcre a European has gone home with 
V competence achieved by planting or manufacturing opera- 
tion" The attractions of more than a thou«and miles of 
eea board, and of a climate suited to the growth of every 
kind of tropical vegetation, would inea itably draw capitabsts 
to settle m IStadros, were it not that the long catalogue of 
di«astrous results warns them off a coast which is fatal alike 
to all the producing classes 

Even if an energetic man can overcome the natural 
jealousy of the authorities, who look upon him as an enemy 
to the ryots and the Government in virtue of his position, — 
if he||an contrive to do without roads, and has no necessity 
foi law, — -Iws ultimate defeat is certam The weight of bad 
seasons falls upon him, though he may not rent a single acre 
It IS his money m that case that pays the tax , for though 
remissions are sanctioned by Government, they are granted 
not on account of the ryots loss but m view of his inability 
to pay Like the Borderer of old, the collector says to the 
planter ‘ Thou shalt want, ere I want and unhappily for the 
latter, the raid is always resistless. WJiat death is to life 
the Government demand is to capital , it swallows up all, 
sooner or later 


As a consequence of this state of things, the preparation of 
raw produce for the European market is, with the most 
trifling eitception, left wholly to tho nat.™, whoso will and 
poverty eombme to maVe them prefer on inferior and adol- 
terated, to a good and therefore costly article They are 
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nl)le to mate indigo as good as tlie finest Bengal sorts , but 
the great bulk of the Madras production is ivrotcbed stuff, 
much of it mere clay veneered u ith the real drug The 
greater part of their sugar comes to market in such a state 
that the pumps of the vessels in tThich it is shipped are 
often choked mth the drainings of the cargo, the lo»s from 
deliquescence being usually ten pet cent Cotton is vetted, 
and mixed vith rubbish and stone® Oils are mixed iMthout 
scruple, often to the serious detriment of the buj er, tbougli 
the adulteration increases the seller’s profit perhaps by the 
IKJorest trifle These facts will explain the cause of the 
«tandmg mfenonty of Madras products m the markets of 
Europe, and help to show how it was that the mere increase 
last year in the exports of Bengal amounted to forty-two 
per cent of the whole trade of the former Presidency 
"We contemplate, in the caseof Madra®, a population whose 
growth has been everywhere obstructed, which is nlwais 
miserable, alwajs decrepid, neither wi«er, nor "tronger, nor 
wealthier than it was a century since, but, on the contrary, 
more weak, more ignorant, more poverty •trick en , — a popu- 
lation which declines in everything, which !• losing its hold 
of an ancient religion, without adopting a new creed m the 
place of it, since the p^godas are destroyed faster th^ new 
chapels are huilk Ihe Hindoo Echoolma«ter is usually 
extinguished, not supplanted Tlie traditions of national 
] rospcrity are dving out , the coa'Ciou»ne''3 of power winch 
was always BuHicicnt to avenge tyranny m the past, if it 
could not render it inn>o««ihlc m the future, is no longer 
entertained here else on the face of the globe shall wo 
find peaceful millions so cruelly dealt with? 

Growth IS the necessity of nations In numbers, m 
knowlcxlgc, vn material prospentj,a people must mcvitahly 
incrca’c in every generation Isot more surely do die houses 
of the dead outnumber tho<c of the hi ing, than the ca idenccs 
of pa«t labour oiersliadow tho<e of the present But m 
Madras the only surplus » that of the Goi emment revenue 
Nature aiuV indii«trv in all else arc but barelj equal to the 
requirements of prc«ent existence Tlie country teems w itU 
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mincrnl wealth, hut there m not a mine sunk in it, the 
mechanic il tlcxtcnty of the natives is not to bo eurjiassed, 
but there is not a single factory the property of native 
capitalists The sugar is cnislicd by wooden mills, and 
drained in earthen pots The rice is ground by hand, the 
cotton cleaned by tlio rudest of all machines, the indigo 
prepared by the cheapest instead of by the best proce“" 
The increase of population, instead of augmenting the general 
wealth, 13 felt to bo an evil, and thousands of the hardie t 
and ablest men annually expatriate themselves to countries 
where, inferior natural advantages being turned to better 
account, their labour enriches their masters, and secures a 
competency for themselves The ryot, who would gladly 
stay at home to cultivate his ancestral fields, leaves the rich 
sugar soil untiUed, and wends his way to the coast, where a 
discnminatmg Government lias kindly provided machinery 
for putting his industry m motion In tbc course of tune, 
ho finds himself in a distant island, engaged by a master, 
who has had to compete for his services, at three times the 
rate of wages he would have been content to receive athome 
He still makes sugar, only now by the aid of the most costly 
appliances He learns that God’s ram and sunshme, and 
mau’^areful toil, are all valuable, if rightly understood and 
dealt With 

We have all seed of Heaven s help , but if any class of 
mortals more than another re(][uire their eyes to be couched, 
their ears to be opened, and their hearts to be softened, it 
IS surely those who administer the affairs of the Indian 
Government. 
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FANT — GRADtJAt, DECAT OF EVEFT FOrSt OF NATIONAL OK CIAS3 
FROSPERirr THE FUTtJRC ARISTOCRACY OF THE EAST 

Lord Harris Kts a doubt na to •wbetber the burdens of 
the peasantry have been fairly distributed , but witliout 
discussing at this moment the rchtive incidence of fixation 
m various districts, wc a sett without hesitation tliat, in nil 
the ryotwarry talooks, it is imposed solely with reference to 
the amount that can be obtained from the people In every 
otherpirt of the world the cultivator benefits by tlie natural 
or social advantages of liia position Land which is well 
watered by nmnmg stream^, or wlucli is in the vicmity of 
great marl^cts, brings a larger profit to the farmer as ^ell as 
to the propnetoT , but m Madras all the profit goes to the 
Government, the nsk <»nly falls to the lot of the ryot. 
■Wlictlicr he cultivates largely or otlicrvrise, — whotlver he 
grows sugar, imhgo, ordrygmius — the rc-ult is prccpcly the 
same Tlie State leaves him but the barest subsistence If 
he digs m >orth Arcot, lie pays forty sliilhngs an acre, 
because produce fetches a high price as compared with the 
inaccessible ■vallagcs of the interior If the land jields n 
double crop, he is taxed twice oacr, if it is poor in quality, 
his own gain is not the Ic's m reality If liad I nri csts 
occur, remissions are made, not on account of his lo««, but m 
cousidcmtion of liis inability to pay M hen a countrj is 
ri> aged by lovadcn, the poor rejoice in their immunity from 
iiiHchicf , when famine rages m Madras, the ryot thanks his 
gods that rum has long emcc done its worst by him 
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In no other conntry can the condition of the people he 
described in a few generaliaing sentences Everywhere else 
there are diverse orders of society, with opposite interests 
and varying fortunes, sources of wealth nhich are hidden 
from curiosity , armouries of strength that only require to 
he properly handled, to saie or regenerate the life of nations 
But m Madras, the stor} of the merits of the Government 
and the misery of the population fills le«3 than a dozen lines 
of narrative The native aristocracy have been extinguislied, 
and their revenues lost equally to the riders and the multi- 
tude The native manufacturers are ruined, and no corre- 
sponding increase has taken place in the consumption of 
foreign goods Not a fourth of the cultiiahle land is taken 
up for tillage, and yet 20,000 men annually leave these 
shores to seek employment on a foi^ign soil The taxation 
of all kinds, and the landlord’s rent, amounts but to five shiU 
linga per head , and yet the surplus production of twenty- 
three millions is but two sh Ihngs and sevcnpcnce, and tbe 
imports but one slulhog and sixpence each person Tho 
exports of the slave state of Brazil amounted, in 1852, to 
upwards of eight millions sterling Madras, with a popula- 
tion three times as great, nc\cr produces a third of tho 
amourit 

Bailways, road«, and canals will not cure the evil, and wo 
should be Borr> to sec it made more hearable ^Vlnt wo 
require is an abstinence on the part of Goaernment from 
interference with the operations of agriculture, as ah olutc 
as tliat winch they arc compelled to ohaerro with regard to 
the workings of trade Aman should he as free to buy and 
sell land, as to deal with any ordinarj chattel The belief 
that It 13 to the advantage both of the state and the public 
that the soil should be dcclarcil the property of tin Cmw/jt 
IS one of the most fatil errors that ever prevailed Does any 
one behove tl at if the llntidi rulers had been compelled, 
from il.e out-ctof tlieir career of conquest, to Iev> taxation 
by the onlmary methods ’Madras would he now m its 
present miserable state of poverty and degradation? Is it 
credible that from the industry of Iwcntj-tlirce millions of 
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80ul% living under n tropicil swn, and nising, almost vvitlioiit 
effort, the costliest products of llic world, a sum of five and 
a Iialf millions 'sterling — but one-tenth of the taxation of 
Great Bntam — could not be ru'sed without difficulty’ The 
stati tics of crown colonics and of slave states fumidi the 
to "v tiuery I 

The Governor of JIadras is a member of the Bnti«li 
Tccragc, an cstated noble who lias a ** place ” and a rent 
roll wWh.wc suppose bo would not \M"hto have diminisbed 
Tet we find bim, m the fortj -fifth year of his age and the 
fourth year of lus Governorship of Mndrn<», addressing the 
grave banhers and landlords who*sit m Lcadenball Street as 
follows — 

" I consider that the land of a country belongs to tbc 
Government de facto, and should be held by it, and sliould 
be di«tnbutcd by it amongst the population in such a 
manner as is likely to cau«e it to be roost beneficially culti- 
vated, botJi as regards the interests of the cultnators and of 
the whole community There may be, and we know there 
are, many hindrances to this principle being even openly 
allowed, much more to tU being fully carried out m all 
countries , but in tbo e cases wherein the opportunity js 
afforded of starting from first principles, it "hould not be 
neglected 1 think, this opportunity exists m the ryotwarry 
districts of this country 

It will not do to identify the Anglo-Indian Conservative, 
Lord Hams, with a member of the upper or middle cla^^es 
of England who wishes to maintain the aristocracy as an 
institution, nor with a Birmingham Badical who would 
de«troy the House of Peers and ahohoh hereditary titles 
The principles whicli he advocates are neither more nor le«3 
than ■»ociah«m lus apostle and teacher is iL Proudhon, who 
advanced in Europe the flieory that Eord Hams enunciated, 
and which his honourahle masters hav e reduced to practice m 
Southern India for a period beyond the memory of the oldest 
man living 

A hundred years «mce we found an aristocracy existing 
m e\ ery part of the East They were not more enlightened. 
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perhaps, than the nohility of England in the days of the 
I’lantagcneta ; not more moral than the courtiers of 
Charles II., or those of Louis XV. ; not more thrifty 
than ‘certain model peers; in fact, not more lovable or 
useful, in the main, than the highest classes of Europe have 
shown themselves to he in ancient or modem history.' 
But the Indian aristocracy oppressed and governed, at- 
'tained wealth and lavished it, fought and intrigued as 
passion prompted or ability served, and so satisded what the 
majority of. people, even in these enlightened days, are prone 
to term ** a real social and political want.” As a governing 
class, the remorseless English heel has long since trampled 
them out of cviatenco- So far from realising the European 
ideal of a ruling minority, which mates laws by prescriptive 
authority, fills •the highest posts in Church and State, and 
influences the public weal without regard to considerations 
of fitness or rospectabUity, they have been reduced to a 
state of abject dependence. Tbo parish constable would 
feel himself degraded were he made to change stations with 
the rajah. Every private soldier In the Queen's service 
has the prospect of a higher destiny before bim thtin the 
bead of the noblest Asiatic family. The title which adorns 
the beggar, and the phrases of respect that greet the ears of 
the slave, are all that remam to the descendants of the 
masters of the East. 


■We recognise and sanction the penalties of weakness. 
There arc no political rights for the nation which has 
suffered itself to be vanquished, except those allowed by 
the grace of the victors. But the question with which 
we have to deal is one apart from politics — it is the right 
of the State to confiscate the’wealth of the upper classes 
upon no pretext of crime or proof of public utility. 


W-i •!£ ua. ^ GwuramnsA. kna -to prevent 

tho growth of large estates, which does not as readily 
apply to the creation of smaU ones. We can think of no 
rc«on that can bo urged against allowing a man to becomo 
the owner of half o-cranty. which may not just as forcibly 
be applied to his acquisition ofa score of acres. Our Indian 
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socialist's, Tvitli the «atne objects m Tievs as their co-thinkors 
in Europe, have not had the sagacity to perceive, or the 
holdnc's to carry out, their principles to the full extent The 
latter recognised and acted upon the dogma, tliat propertv, 
to be interfered witb, must be declared nllogetber illegal 
and opposed to tbe be«t interests of the community Thev 
saw that tbe nde must be made universal, that accumu- 
lations in every form, and to wbatever extent, mu=t be made 
subject to the same law of interference- ilen must bo 
allowed to keep all or nothing If individual action were 
allowed, no hmits could be set to it 
For the last thirty years the Bnti'^b Government in 
India have been stcaddy uprooting tbe landed gentrj of 
tbe countrv, on tbe «olc ground of tbcir inutility They 
are no wor»Q than tbe common run of aristocracy, on the 
contrary, are much better , but it is said society can do 
without them Tliey neither grow the ncc nor milk the 
cows. The young children arc taught, if taught at all, 
without their a^astance , and old men go down to thmp 
graves with a sound persuasion that it is Gods ble««m'*, 
and not the zemindar «, to which they were always indebted 
for food and health one con question the justice of 

prcmi es that have grown axiomatic in Europe, but the 
difficulty to be reconciled is the opposite character of the 
conclusions which arc drawn from them Human nature 
in the East has its slndcs of variance, but hardlv affords 
such contradictions as nrc imphed in the policy of the Ho- 
nourable Company 

'\^^ly should the supreme anthonty, having most at heart 
the greatest po«siblc welfare of the greatest po<">ible number, 
^irc to maintain a class who c members arc Bomctimcs 
di««olutc, sometimes tvrannical, sometimes idiotic, and in 
afmo«t every ca«c mere Durdens on tfie industry of the 
people? 

■\Miy should so large a portion of the stream of wealth 
be diverted to flow over tho«e barren sands which yield 
neither herhage cor flowers ’ ^o one is able to give satis- 
factory answer* to "ueb queries — on paper, and so tl c 
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Eocnliata m these parts have it all tbcir own way They 
have set up a standard of bare utility, and would compel 
all men to pass under it. He that refuses to work shall 
not he suffered to eat The only poor uhich a Government 
can recognise, is the pi*c«cnt generation of pnnees and 
nobles, who may be allowed to receive out door relief for a 
sea«on 

The first member of the Madras Council was for three 
years at the head of a revolutionary tribunal in the Northern 
Circars, and in that capacity he destroyed more ancient 
famihes and confiscated more estates than any member of 
the National Convention could boast of Iming ruined 
in Ilia day of republican triumph Now, if 51 Proudhon 
were to claim him os a zealous practical disciple, would 
5Ir Elliot give him the kiss of fraternity? He could 
Jianlly help doing so, for the Frenchman would ns'ail him 
>stth remonstrances something like what follow — 

“Fellow worshipper of the great mystery of the right 
of nations’ jou acknowledge with mjself the claim of iho 
producers of wealth to its full enjoyment, less the co«t of 
cheap and good gorernment. Tho study of the past has 
led U8 both to the onlj rational condition 5 our mjalis 
are the exact counterparts of our grand SLigncurs, your 
zemindars arc our finncrs general, the Indian rjot is tlio 
aery image of Tneques ilonhomtnc Our common oljcct is 
the flholition of all nmnicracri Il'c arould ha>e but one 
cKm of njitfl — tho«c wJiich spring from the cxcrcnc of 
in liialry and but one kind of jKiwcr — ihal which is neccs- 
sarj f r the pul lie saftty lou haie no j coru, no cl»am!?r 
of dci iitici no aristocracy. Tut only tic rytt nt one on I, 
an I an executive of retired tra Itsincn at tho otl cr Go on 
anl iro«ier, in the name of the fncnls of a rcgcneratiHl 
worll’" 


■\^o ih ull not agree with M I’roudhon in the a1>oie 
u.l «tc If , raise » ^ « tl at We do not see how tie 

jcalo M cl »• c?f lhf> Cowj«ny can av. iJ 
tiftal w“b tl o a Uoj^tis « f.lrm KTaUi' rqiiality If , „|| 
.1 >wn »n nUnc il d not f How tl at an. mti.t dcrafo all 
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who are below , anci there is not, to our mind, n single reason 
for the OTcrthrow of the landed gentrj in India ulnch would 
not apply with tenfold force in tlic ca'«e of England Is it 
that Uicy are a hea\y dram upon the productn c re«ourcc3 of 
the country ? AMiy, the rental of real property at home is 
more than all the annual profits of trades and profc'^ion” 

' There are thre6 noblemen whose united incomes amount 
to more than a million sterling a year, and hundreds maj be 
counted who receive at lea'll a tenth of that sum But the 
Indian an^ocrat is useless , lus proper place is occupied by 
another, the community are able to do witliout him, and 
should therefore cease to pay a double rate for the services 
of which it stands m need "Well, what docs the ilarquis of 
Westminster or bis “order* do for our countrymen, that 
the latter need care to support “ Conntluan pillars ’ tint 
require so much gilding? The weaving and ploughing 
would go on ju t as well if they were all bamsbed to dig m 
• Australia Their castles are no longer places of shelter for 
helpless serfs and burghers They arc no longer relied 
upon for security against foreign iniasion and domestic 
plunder It is not they who invent steam ploughs and 
reaping machine®, and mahe pathways for the spirit of man 
over and around the globe Manchester asks no n®«i3tance 
from lords or ladies to fulfil its mission of makmg cloth for 
all maukiud Birmingham is wholly plebeian , Liverpool 
essentially low Every great interest is cared for by busy 
brains and willing hands, who work from necessity and not 
from choice , and of the amateur labourers, the most distin- 
guished are men of humble note The agriculturist rebea 
much on Mechi, the owner of the ** toy shop, and parson 
Huxtable, and half suspects that bis landlord is a worse 
enemy than Cobden ^Vhy maintain then, a set of drones 
at such a frightful cost? If the landlords rent throughout 
England were confi cated, it would pay all the taxes, and 
leave a large surplus to defray the expense of mtionnl edu 
cation. In India rent is devoted entirely to public object® 
If you abolish your landed gentry here, where wealth i3 
«carce, learning confined to a few, and dignified employment 
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almost wholly engrossed by a race of foreigners, how much 
more readily ought you to vote for tho destruction of aris- 
tocracy at home, where property, knowledge, and industry 
are all independent of its aid I To our thinking, the civil 
servant who would hand over all the soil of India to 
Government and the peasants, ought to take his place, when 
in England, amongst the Guffeys and O’Connors. He should * 
have no thought of the danger of dislocating society, after 
having uprooted ** houses ” to whose antiq^uity the Norman 
baron is a creature of yesterday. For the reckle'ss extrava- 
gance of the zemindar he can find parallel examples in the con- 
dition. of half the peerage. The gaming table and the opera do 
the work of ruin as effectually as the overgrown su worry and 
the dancing girls of the East For the tyrannical interference 
with ryots, of which so much is said, he will find kindred 
illustrations in the conduct of men who avow that they will 
“ do what they like with their own ; ” and when the race of 
folly is at an end the collector steps in to manage the ze- * 
mindary, and the solicitor to nurse His Lordship’s .estate. 
The rajah goes on a pilgrimage, and the peer travels on the 
continent. In the next generation the evil will reappear ; 
the vice is in the blood. Tour only remedy is to compel the 
Ependthriit to live on sixpence a day, — and cam it. 

But in proportion as our GoTcmment are destroying the 
landed proprietors they are calling into existence the class 
of rich native traders, who will be the future aristocracy of 
the East. So would democracy at home foster the pro- 
gress of the bourgeoisie. If the House of Lords were voted 
useless and dangerous, and all the property of the peerage 
confiscated to-morrow, the cotton spinners and growers 
A\oul(l undeigo, perhaps in still greater numbers, the pro- 
cess of transmutation into gentlemen entitled to sit at home 
at case. And there is this striking dlifcrence between the 
class of new men in tlm two countries, Hiat whereas the 
nnliAc shopkeeper merely changes from younf' Hunks to 
q}(! Haul.,, and mil cl.cat for p!oc after lie ha, accumahted 
a fortune, the Engli.linjan marches alirea.t of W, desllnv 
and oulwardlj-, at least, becomes the Utciy of greatnei’ 
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The father of the first Sir Eobcrt Peel wore a patched coat 
and wooden shoes, -—lus grand on was a memher of the 
Pnvy Council before he reached the age of thirty, and at 
h?3 death his fiimily had intennamed with the noble«t of 
the land AVe sneer at the aristocracy of wealth in enlight- 
ened Bntain, and have many a bitter word for cotton lords 
* and rich parvenus, bnt what could be said for the bunneahs 
and 'oncars of India as samples of the ** best and braweat ’ 
of the country’ Will they command the respect of the 
people? Can they create that sentiment of veneration 
which an aristocracy ought to inspire, and wanting winch 
they are fated to sufler speedy estmebon? We fear the 
answers must be in the negative. 

We look with di«may on a system of rule winch is 
wholly de«tructive, and which, if succe sful, will leave two 
hundred millions of human beings without a rehgiOD, with- 
out an aristocracy, and with but the scanbest portion of 
wealth. We arc undermining at the same moment every 
part of tho social edifice The pne^t, the noble, and the 
ridi man of whatever denominabon, ore threatened with 
the same fate The great ends of civihsed teaching are tho 
filling of tlie pockets, the heart, and the head , but the 
masters of India neglect two-thirds of their duty, and per- 
form the rest m a i cry uasatisfactory manner 

For the effects of Godlc'S colleges a cure will be found at 
last in tho strong necc' ity of belief "Wlien Hindooi'm 
has been thorougWy wrecked, and the rums are cleared 
nwav, a nobler creed w lU spring up in its room , but with 
the Brahmin degraded from his high place, and the zemindar 
lost in the ranks of the peasahlry, where wiU the nation find 
Uic materials to build up an aristocracy ’ It will not always 
consent, os now, to find its masters and guides in the youth 
of the Ci'il Service. It wiU yearn for the citcUcnce of 
home growth, and the lordship that is not a sign of servitude, 
and Ikavcn foi^ivc us for having done our be®t to render 
the craving a hopclcs* one 

Jlcn who have eliftlicd natural phenomena tell ua, that if 
fill the earth were levelled and ma !c smootli os a lawn, the 
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uniformity would he purchased at the price of perpetual 
barreniiesa hereafter. It is the raeuatains and forests tliat 
bring down the fcrtUlMQg rains;* and so they counsel that 
the tall trees should be sniTcred to remain for the sake'of 
the indirect good to he derived from them. In like manner 
wo would urge tliat the axe sUbuld he withdrawn from the 
roots of the few remamiug specimens of- nativ'e aristocracy. 
If they do not yield the best of fruits, they serve to in- 
vito the refresliing showers. Let the levelling process 
cease for awhile, till we note the tendency of our wayward 
cxpeiiment. 
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TDE LETELma CnAHACTER OP TDC COMTANT’S ECLE. — TnEIB n 

FUTESCE PTIRELY DESTRDCTIVE THE lUJAH A^D THE TEOUAN 

PQUAXEY RUIXED, ^VltnODT PCOFIT TO THE COTERJTMEAT < 

TVe acq^uit the opponents of property m India of apy design 
to uproot the foundations of society It is their misfortuno 
to apprehend but mety the consequcncea of their pohey 
Civilians who » have been all their lifetime engaged in 
annilulating every interest interposed bctwist the state 
and the cultivators of the soil, avonld deem it on insult 
to be classed with the lowest order of democrats in 
Europe Thej? will each go home m doe season, and if 
fortunate, either mhent or purchase estates, which they will 
bequeatli to their children in the full assurance that the legi 
lature will permit their lands to pa«3* unchallenged to the 
latest posterity The fate which they have decreed to 
Hindu and Mussulman will not descend on the heads of 
tUcir own chddren —the pubhc welfare in Great Britain 
not heiug so well cared for 

But let U9 Ignore ponciplc, and deal merely with tho •» 
question of profit. The Socialist only advocates the de 
Btruction of private rights, in order to increase the sum total 
of the general happme^s , and we will not suppose that he 
would willingly dc troy the native zemindar, to whom 
wcaltli and the importance that it brings arc naturally veiy 
dear, unlc s he felt assured that his rum would be a blc«3ing, 
to the community "W care content to narrow the discussion 
to this emglc pomt, and to give up the ca»o of the oncicat 
z . 
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land-holders, if it can he ehoTm that their loss "has been a 
gain to others , » 

"With the facts patent to the Ivorld that m Cuddapah, 
Bellary, and Guntoor, three of the naturally richest distncfs 
in the Madras Presidency, land is wholly unsaleable, r. hilst 
in Chmgleput it 13 only worth^six months' purchase, we 
shall take it for granted that the ryot is not richer now than 
he was fifty yeara since 'Proof to that effect has already 
been furnished, and we shall content ourselves with dis- 
closing the results of the overthrow of the zemindary 
system, so far as Government, the universal landlord, is 
concerned -* 

The permanent eeltlcmentwas madon 1802, and founded 
^on "the basis that thirty and in some cases forty per cent 
of the rental should be allowed to the zemindars If wo 
may believe Mr 'Walter Elhot, a^ho«o authority m such 
Cases niu«t he entitled to great weight, the landowners took 
care to exact even a more liberal allowance for themselves, 
hy means of fatso measurements, and the use of corrupt 
artifice^ We have not been able to get the revenue re- 
turns for tlic twelve years immediately following the settle- 
ment of tljepropnetarj estates, but, frc>»i'18J4 to 1818, tho 
average 5 early revenue in pounds Bterbng was 3,339,GGG/, 
tho last 5 car of tlie eencs being that in which tlie ryot- 
warry system was first introduced. Tho Buhsc<iucnt coUec- 


tions are ns follows — 


IBIO to 1834 

£3 ‘»55 592 

18‘'5 to 1S‘’3 

3 39) S33 

1830 to 1834 

S99C 999 

JS33tol839 

3)34 530 

1840 to 1844 , 

3,2,.a 948 

181j 10 1849 

3.3 8 012 




Wo ehoun of course 1 e fully justified m takin" thcnier- 
nRo of tl. ll,rty-fi,e year-, dnr.ng n)„cl, ll,o'’n-olw»riy 
^ ,lcm 1 „„ ,n op.r.l,„„, „„.l 11, cm „ „|, 

r„» JM,. cnl,„s .r, ](,]8 I„, „„ 

ll,al pits Ac Inrg,..! „r naianUgo l„ „„ j,,,. 
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ponents, and test the results of the latest by those of the 
^earliest period. , * 

From 1814 to 1818 tlio annual rerenue was £3,338,C6G 
From 1850 to 1853 . . . 3,579,231 

Incrca'c . . . . # £239,565 

Let us nowke how this inerSnse has been olft.imed,'and 
■whether any portion of it is owing to the absorption ‘of the 
zemindats. . - * 

Since 1814, the revenue of the single ‘district of Tanjore 
has been raised by upwards of 150,000/. Kumool, annexed 
in 1844, yields a surplus of 85,000/. Various works of 
irrigation executed since 1836, give an annual revenue of 
40,000/. } so that whilst tho income of 1853 only exceeds that 
of 1814 hy ... ^ t 

£239,565 

« The s^s due to the above sources amount to . 270,000 
Showing aa annual loss of . . £30,435 

If WO take the increase of population ns equivalent to that 
of Ireland, — 12| per cent, in ten years, — we have an addi- 
tion of forty in the hundred to tho humhor of workers and 
consumers, a loss of ’from 30 to 40 per cent, to the zemin- 
dars, and a decline in the four most prosperous years, in tho 
sum realised by Government! We cballengo tho world to 
match the mournful picture 1 

The company has always estimated its successful col- 
lectors above jurists and men of acience, and yet in this de- 
partment its failure is notorious, simply bec.ause it^has 
always ignored the lessons of civilisation. 

Neither of tlic great modes of settlement, the zemindary,* 
village, or ryotwarry, lias enccecdcd, nor can possibly do 
so, for in no case are the natural laws winch afiect the dis- 
tribution ot property oQowcd to liave free action. The ze- 
mindar is over taxed and always hampered by the inter- 
fcrcnccof the Government officers. The village cultivator 
is a member of n compulsory partnership, wliicli is not ^ 
founded upon stable grounds; tind the Madras ryot is a 
beggar, and a slave, who can never bo a capitalist or an 
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honest man.- And' the varioua systems react upon the 
rulers. They damage public as'^well^as private morals. If 
“the i)Cople-‘‘have no “sense of obligations, the Government 
has no regard for rights. -The one cheats like a bondsman*, 
' and the otlier oppresses like a despot who owns no law but 
Ais .-own. will; and if we maytrust public 'despatches and 
^ spe'cebes id ‘Parliameni, the onus of the admitted failure of 
the zemindary system, rests entirely with the rajahs and 
the bad seasons." It is shared between Providence and the 
proprietors, sometimes in equal proportion, but the jesponsj- 
bility generally varying according to the nature of the object 
to be served, and the position of the writers or speakers. 
Some useful information on the subject is to be found in a 
return made by the India House to an order of the House 
of Imrda in May i853, which states the case on behalf of 
the Government 

In 1802 eettlcments were made on the zemindary tenure 
to the amount of 1,079,250/. Of tbcsc estates, five belonged 
to ancient families, who ehaicd between them the district of 
*Guntoor, and paid 122,548/. The amounts thus specified 
formed two thirds of the net rental, which must therefore 
have re-nclicd l,539,675i on the total zemindary settlement, 
and 184,822/. in the case xif Guntoor. ' There is no reason 
to believe that the tax then imposed was based . upon a 
wrong calculation of. the gross produce of the estates, for in 
1813-14-15 the possessions of the Vasareddy family, 
amounting to 383 villages in flial district, yielded an average 
Tcvepue of 83,230/., from which deducting the Government 
tax of 54,730, the remmndcr, or landlord’s profit, is shown to 
be 28,500/. 


The Guntoor esfvtcs, have all, without exception, parsed 
into the hands of the Company; and whereas we are assured 
on the authority of the first incrahcr of the Board of 
BeVenue ^that they ooco produced magnificent incomes to 
their proprietors the Farliamcnfarj- return shows tint the 
_ rrescot revenue i. only seventy per eent. of tl,c amount 
fixed by the permanent assessment in 180 *> 

. In outer nord., ll.o Government, etonjisin ,ho placo of 
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the landholders, receives no more than the share of profit 
tahen by the latter after the tax was*paid, so that the zemm- 
danes yield less by upwards of a million stcrbng tlian they 
did fifty years ago The barbaric pomp that disgusted the 
collector so much has pas'^cd away, and the heirs of the ancient 
chieftains of {he northern Circars may be sc^ occasionally 
hanging round the doors of the -Kcveniie Board 0£6ce, 
waitmg with anxious looks for permission to present begging 
petitions And who has benefited by their destruction ? Not 
the Government, as we have seen , not new men who have 
come forward to occupy their places, for their lands do not 
bring by a third the amount of tax fixed upon them, and 
have therefore no value m the market , not the ryots, for 
they are amongst the most wretched in the Company’s 
dominions The wealth thus coveted, and which nature so 
Lberally rendered up to despised natives, is lost os absolutely 
as if It had never been realised The test of the superior 
excellence of the Company s rule will ill bear sucli a cotu- 
mentary 

Butwc have yet to see the cause of this vast deterioration 
in the rc'ources of a di»trict. A paternal Government which 
knows its duty, and has ample means to fulfil it, waits for 
more than fifty-eight years before it undertakes a work of 
proved necessity — till it kills off, m one famine out of many, 
five tunes the number of British that perished at Waterloo, 
and curses the land with barrcnnc'‘3 this Government, at 
the end of a few after years, when the hones of the dead 
have been gathered into heaps and the sites of ruined villages 
arc ovjorgrown, sternly taunts the proprietors of Guntoor 
with neglect of the duties tliat belongotl to their position I 
Poor wretches I they have pa d the penalty of their improvi- 
‘laaftft. nihfur. 

to enforce, cither in this world or the next, its hcaMCr claim 
on the East India Company « 

Upon tlicir plea of exemption, that of tlicir superior 
mamgement of the zcmindancs as compared with the results 
of Government rule, uo liave but to cite a singfe instance, 
which 18 commented upon atlcngtli in another jiortion of this 
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volume. For tvrcnly-fivo years the revenno autlmriticB held 
posscfialon of those estates \rhlch Vencatreddy Jfaldoo, the 
I?nj«h”of Va-*?arcddy, bequeathed to his descendants. They 
came into the hands of Ihc collector without .a rujjce of 
liability, and at tlio‘ end of that time they were saddled with 
arrearsduo to tho’Govcrnmcnt, and created by its ownjjcts, 
to tlio extent of no less than 460,0007,, exclusive of interest 
From 1700 to 181C, the periodof his death, Vencatreddy held 
possession: the teconls of Government tell how he feasted 
and revelled, and wint store of wealth ho gave away. The 
wise .and strong English Government took this property into 
its care, in trust for the lawful owner. It erected neither 
temples nor palaces ; it mado no pilgrimages, and gave away 
no hundredweights of gold and fiilvcr; and when called 
on to surrender its cliargc, instead of having half a million 
sterling to hand over to the heir, it handed him its own little 
bill for a trifle more than tliat amount, or 688,6667. 

As compared with the balance sheet of Vencatreddy 
Ifnidoo, the accounts of Government management showed a 
loss of more than 108 lacs, or 1,080,0007. sterling, in the 
case of a single zcinindary, to say nothing of the ruin 
inflicted on tlie ryota and the country. 

Of course if rajahs will keep elephants, maintain largo 
followings, malce presents to naulch girls, and take no heed 
of their affairs, they "mast expect that Government will sell 
them np and utterly extinguish their pretensions to lord- 
ships and honours. If the folks in authority at home had 
had the honesty to do their duty like the 'East India 
Company, there would liavo been no House of Lords, nor 
great landed gentry in England by this time. "Where the 
heir came into possession at a ripe age and succeeded to an 
encumbered estate, a few years of heavy taxation and loose 
living would bring the pri^erfy to the hammer. Where 
he was an infant, out of* debt, and the title was litigated 
they coold lake tha estates into their own mana.sonieM by 
way of nursing and protacting then, os in the rate of tha 
Tasaareddy CBtatcs. It ivonld come to the tamo thin* in the 
end So, jf you please, we will eay nothing against the 



c^ip. Txrn. 


SADDLED WITH BAD BABOAIKS, 


343 


polTcy jwhlch the Company has pursued, and the Queen’s 
GoTernment ought to have imitated, save this, that had the 
landlord’s profit been abolished at home, somebody- would 
have been the better for it. The Company have pursued 
the right course, and as ia often the case in this strange 
world, their virtue has been an unprofitable one. 

But it is not alone the great families that have been 
steadily rooted out of their ancient places. The class of 
mootahdars or “ gentlemen farmers,” as men of a corre- 
sponding rank would be called in England, have shared the 
fate of poligars and rajahs. In 1803, twenty-six small 
estates in Rajahmundry were put up for sale, and bought 
from Government for 33,494/. Forty years afterwards not 
a single acre remained in the possession of the original 
holders or their descendants. ** They had not been 
more fortunate,” says the Parliamentary Report from which 
the facts arc taken, ** than the thirteen ancient zemindars ” 
of Rajahmundry, of whose possessions only one sixth re- 
mained in 1843. Purchase money, working capital, the 
produce of mortgages, all had been swallowed up by tlio 
inexorable landlord, and ettll the demand was not satisfied. 
As the last efforts of despair, the resources of nature were 
anticipated. The soil, tasked beyond its strength, refused to 
yield its treasures to the cultivator, and in fifty-one estate’, 
repurchased by GoTcmment up to the close of 1843, in 
Rajahmundry, the resources of the villages had decreased 
upwards of 40 per cent, per annum. Government it will be 
’^seen never exceeded its just demands, but these unfor- 
tunately happened to be 40/. in the hundred more than tho 
land could pay. Nobody could say that^hey confiscated the 
estates ; they only asked for their own ; but to get that, it 
was ncccs’ary that the mootahdars should he sacrificed, as 
their betters before them had been — that the pucka house 
and the bullock coach should follow the palace and 'the 
elephants, and nothing but the mud hut of the ryot be left 
to cumber tho ground. '* 

Tl^ctc is a story told of a man who sold lus dog whenever 
Z 4 
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Iio "required money, thfe E'lgataons animal always finding its 
way back to Ins old master, a little lean perhaps and tired 
on some occasions, but only wanting rest and food to get 
into flesh and look as wdl as ever It is likely the dog’s 
master had been in the service of the Company, and had 
studied the operation of the zeniiodary settlement. 

The marvellous increase that has taken place m the value 
bf Eastern exports during the last 'three years has revolu- 
tionised to some extent the commerce of Madras, and of 
every other part of the world wifli which we have dealings 
There ig now a* small balance m fa\our of the Fresidencj, 
that 13 to say, more money and goods are brought in than aro 
sent out of the country The value of the imports for the 
year ending 30tb of April last, was 3,G45,D57L 4s, in- 
cluding treasure, against 3,358,965? 10^ , the value of the 
merchandise and treasure exported But to see how the 
revenue system of Madras has operated on the wellbeing of 
the country, we must look to the records of past years, and 
watch the gradual dram of capital into the coffers of the 
state ‘ 

During the eighteen years from 1834 to 1852, both inclu- 
sive, the exports from Madras amounted to 25,506,197/ 12s 
in round numbers about 1,400,000/ per annum The im- 
lorts m the same period reached only 14,439,449/ Gs , or 
800,000/ jer annum Wc naturally look for the balance 
under the head of treasure imported, but strange to say 
more money was sent out of the country than was hrouglit 
into it, and m the list of exports wc have not included the 
precious metals Still dealing with the earao period of time, 
wc find tliat 3,338,810/ lOr was shipped from Sfadras in 
the shape of treasure, aud but 3,190,767/ 10 a brought back 
again. The total of money and merchandise put on board or 
sent across the frontier by land, was 28,4 15,008/ 2s and the 
total imports 37,630,217/ 4s A sum then of 11^234,798/ 18/ 

15 wholly unaccounted for, and if wc allow the merchant a 
rroSt of 10 per cent, on cjport., wo tl.Ml OnJ Umt for ci cn 
two dulbngs wotlli rent out of tlic country, wl.ctlier m tl.o 
rlmpc of protiiico imuufacturcs, or liic precious loctal* but 
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thirteen pence half-penny cimc bhek again But the value 
sent forward and the traders* profit must return to lladras 
through some channel or other -The London banker would 
remit to lus correspondents the amount wluch the latter had 
advanced on bills of lading, cither by paying their drafts 
upon him in ca®h, mabing advance’s on goods shipped to 
them in return, or remitting bullion Every merchant or 
agent who received money’s worth, had to pay for it in some 
shape qr otherj but there was one firm that neither paid 
money nor sent out a shilling’s worth of goods, who yet 
demanded and leceived every year the seven annas in the 
rupee that we have found biisaing In the four years 
ending 1851, the East India Company earned off from the 
Southern Presidency nearly 2,470,000? of coined money, 
exclusive of the sums laiscd by advances on golids and the 
sale ofbill« In 1851-2 they elupped from IVIadras 651,200?, 
and obtained mone) on bills to the extent of 303,000? If 
this sum be added to the imports of that ye'ar, the whole 
will amount to 2,854,965? 10s , against a total export of 
2,670,444? 8s merchandise and treasure m 1850 1, and 
gives ^ladras back the worth of ita ventures and a profit of 
more than 7 per cent. 

No one will quarrel with us for saying that the above 
statistics are strange and melancholy beyond all conception 
Here is an Engh«h Government, wluch takes all the state tax 
and all the landlord s profit upon 140,000 square miles , which 
exists m perfect peace , and yet la obliged, in order to defray 
its CTpen cs, to "eize and carry off half the surplus profits of 
tnenty-tliree millions of souls! The hladras ryot, growing 
the most valuable products of agriculture , the native manu- 
facturer, with lus curious examples of patient industry , and 
the Luropcan capitalist, sugar refiner, indigo maker, and 
cotXoTi gTCi*«et — each and att awTTOnaded with iHitmtaWe 
space for expansion and improvement — pay 5r a head 
in taxes , create, as the corobmed product of their daily 
lives a surplus of 2s jcatlj, and consume of imported 
goods as much as amounts to Is 9rf each pereon I The 
negroes of Africa arc wcalUuer by far than the Madras 
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Hindoo 5 the beggars of Europe nre better customers to the 
rest of mankind. 

There is InrcUy a fact more thoroughly recognised than 
that of the successful competition of English mill-owners 
with the cotton manufacturers of the East. The most pro- 
saic of statists ia apt to warm into enthusiasm, when dilating 
on the wondrous results of that union of energy, skill, and 
capital which has enabled the costly workman of Lancashire 
to supplant the exquisite fabrics of Dacca, and undersell the 
labour which considers 2d. a fair day’s wages for a fair day’s 
^work. Wo are constantly reminded that the art of n’caving 
had its rise in India, and that the term ** calico ” is derived 
from Calicut, a town in Madras- 

It is not our present* business to discuss the question, 
whether JTadras derives as much comparative benefit from 
imported cottons as England is said to do from foreign com ; 
but that the substitution of Manchester goods for those of 
native make is an advantage to the hulk of the community 
cannot be denied, 'With all tiie willingness of the labouring 
class to encounter any amount of risk and fatigue in the hope 
of procuring profitable employment, there is no increase ia 
the number of weavers. The very lowest rate of wages is 
still too high for the man who has to compete with the work 
of the iron fingers that never tire, and can be multiplied to 
any extent. The use of English thread or cloth is only 
limited by the means of the consumers. 

TVe stipulate beforehand against any expressions of incre- 
dulity with regard to the fact we are about to disclose. 
Disbelief would be natural, but not proper. This is a land 
of wonders ; and the story of the Indian Government, and 
of the real condition of the people, is of nil others the most 
difficult of comprehension. But it is nevertheless true, that 
the whole extent of cotton-twist and manufactured goods, 
printed and plain, imported into the Madras territories, by 
sea and land, amounts but to 2d. per head. 

■Wo hayo scarclcd for » proper Btandn'rd of compari-oii 
bnt-mtliout raccesr. Tho crorrn colomc. rrltlun 11, o tropics, 
irhicli are said to be trretcbcdl, BOTorned as contrasted 
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\tUK the countries nuder the away of the 'East India Com- 
• pany, arc so small in comparison Trith Madras, that the dis- 
proportion is ludicrous. Ceylon and Slauritins receive about 
a third more than the totid imports of 'Madras, and pay 
about one eighth of its revenue.. We prefer, therefore, to 
(luotc the South American, States, where the iNegro works 
for a hare maintenance, where the rulers have never been 
trained for the duties of government; and the hunter wears 
a dress of decr-skin, and seldom requires the aid of the 
'dhohie. ' Our authority is the Parliamentary return of 
“ British cotton manufactured goods exported in the year 
.1851," from which it appears that Brazil and nine South 
American Bcpublics, having in the whole a population of 
less than twenty-two millions, took more than four millions 
worth of manufactures, or a trifle less than four shillings 
per head. One can account for slight discrepancies in the 
working of human institutions, bxit how. the slaves* and 
mestijos of South America should be able to purchase of one 
single cla«s of English mannfacturcs, twenty-four rimes ns 
much as the free, enlightened, and happlly-guldcd Hindus, is 
a problem which wo o«k the puhite at largo to assist us in 
sohing. It is not compatible with any notion of honesty 
and wisdom on the part of the governors, or of any comfort 
on the side of tlic people. 
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CHAP XXVIII 

THE CONDITION O? Tllp BTADRAS RYOT DESCRIBED BY AUTnORlTY — ^ 
FOEET OF ATTEltPTIi,0 TO INVEST CAPITAE IN THAT PRESIDENCY 


It requires thirty-seven thou^nd men to collect the revenue' 
of Madras, or more than tliree-fourths of the whole force of the 
fifty two regiments composing the native infantry of the 
southern array The cost of maintaining them is clo«e upon 
half*a million sterling, a sum which, if rateably distributed, 
gives about fourteen ehilliogs a month to each individual 
employed It is of course hard to say how much is contri* 
bnted by tbe country in addition Folks who pretend to 
have accurate information on these points assert that the 
rupee obtained from the ryot is always divided into tno 
equal parts, one going into the general treasury, and the 
other remaining in the pouch of the subordinate tax ga- 
therer but the estimate is mo^t likely exaggerated Where 
the knavery 18 greatest, and where poverty is most utter and 
desolate, the native tax gatherer will reap the greatest har- 
vest , he will be bribed heavily for allowmg the nch man 
to cheat and the poor man to hvc 

The state of things disclosed m the foregoing pages might 
still be thought reconcilable with the existence of a race of 
peasant farmers elevated abo\c tlie sphere of labounn" 


■wretcbcilnesa but such is not the case The present 
Secretary for Government in the Revenue Department, 
hir Bourdillon, published a pamihlct in 1852 in whicli ho 

showed, from the official list of holdings for the rci enue year 
1848-49, that out of 1 071,588, tl o total miml er of leaser 
excluding joint hoi lings in the foortecn principal rj otwarry 
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districts, no fewer than 58 9,932, being considerably more tlnn 
half, were under 20s per annum each, avenging m fact only 
a email fraction above 8s eadi 201,065 were for amounts 
ranging from 20s to 40s, averaging less than 28s -6rf , 
97,891 ranged between 40s and 60s , averaging 49s Gd 
In other word , nearly 900,000 leases out of a total of less 
than 1,100,000 were for amounts iinder 60s , and averaging 
le®s than 19s 6rf per annum 

- Upon the general condition of the people, Mr Bourdillon 
lemarhs as follows — 

‘*2sow it may certainly be said of almo«t the whole of 
the ryots, paying even the highest of the®e sums, and even 
/if many holding to a much larger amount, that they are 
always in poverty, and generally m debt. Perhaps one of 
this class obtains a «mall snm out of the Government 
advances for cultivation , but even if he does, the trouble 
that he has to take, and the time he Io®cs in getting at, 
as well as the deduction to whidi he is liable, render this a 
questionable gam. For the rest of his wants he is -dependent 
on the bazarmau To Imn his crops are generally hypothe- 
cated before they are reaped and it is 1 e who redeems tlicm 
from the pos«c«aion of the village watcher, by pledging 
himself for the pavmcnt of the ki«t These transactions 
pass witl out any written engagements or memoranda be- 
tween the partie®, and the only evidence is the chetty® own 
accounts In general there is an adjustment of the accounts 
once a year, but sometimes not for several years. In all 
these accounts mterc«t is chaiged on the advances made to 
the ryot on the balance against bim Tlie rate of interest 
lanes with the circumstances of tlic case and the neces- 
sities of the borrower, it is probablj seldom or never le=s 
than twelve per cent per annum, and not often above 
twenty four per cent. Of cour o the poorest and mo®t nc 
ccisitous rjots liaic to pay the highest. 

A ryot of this class of course lives from hand to mouth , 
he rarely secs money, except that obtained from the chettj 
to pay 1 13 kiat the cxdiangcs m the out villages arc very 
fen, and they are usually conducted by barter His 
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ploughing cattle are wretched animals not worth more than 
from three and a half to six rupees each (seven to twelve 
shillings), and those, perhaps, not his own, because not paid 
for. His'mde and feeble pleugh costs, when new, no mdre 
than two or three shillings; and all the rest of his few 
agricultural implements are equally primitive and inefH- 
cient. His dwelling is a hut of mud walls and thatched , 
roof, far ruder, smaller, and more dilapidated than tho«c 
■'of the better classes of ryots above spoken of, and still more 
destitute, if possible, of anything that can be called fur- 
niture. His food, and that of his family, is partly thin 
porridge made of the meal of grain boiled in water, and partly 
boiled rice with a little condiment; and generally the 
only vessels for cooking nod eating from arc of the coarsest 
' earthenware, much inferior in grain to a good tile or brick in 
England, and unglazcd. Brass vessels, though not wholly 
unknown among this class, arc rare. As to anytliing like 
education or mental culture, they are wholly destitute of it. 
Even among the more wealthy ryots, and indeed among 
all moka throughout tho country, with the few and rare 
esceptiona where there is a missionary school, tho whole 
cduciilion consists in learning to read and write, with a little 
nritiunctic. The only books read are foolish and trifling, 
not to add immoral, legends. There is no true knowledge 
communicated even on matters of physical science, or any 
useful training of the mind." 

‘\^nien we look on the Indian ryot, wo see one uj>on whom 
man’s curse presses harder than tho Deity’s; when wo 
contemplate the Madras Government, which, if it has not 
helped to tnakc him what ho 1% takes care to keep him 
in the wretchedness which he inherits from his forcfithcre, 
wo arc led to wonder at tlic combination of circumstnnccs 
CAoXecft ^YbyfrlO 

man who works and creates good should pine in mi^en*, 
whilst the tiselc»s incmW of society, Ojo drag on tJie wheels 
of lime, reccires wealth and honour, is a strange aiul hum- 
bling tnj itery. 

At present, with tlie old of a little concealed cultivation. 
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a few prayers dnd entreaties, occasional sore bones, much 
lying and chrome abjectne**s of soul, tlie ryot manages to 
h\e , but the way of it is unknown to bimoelf, and unhappily 
as well to the good people of England 
"Wide as is the range of the English dominion m the East, 
various and exceptional as are the modes of raising revenue, 
costlj and desirable ns aro the products raised within its 
border®, it is beyond all doubt that, under the present system 
of taxation, the public revenue can obtain no increa'ic. 
A vast addition everywhere to the hreadtli of land cul- 
tivated, would add both to rent and customs , but the sod of 
Bengal baa been sold m fee simple Bombay, settled 
mamly on the ryotwarry basis, must, m the nature of things, 
pass from bad to uorsc In Madras, tbo annual emigration 
more than balances the natural increase of the population 
In the nortli-west, the vdlagc system is tumbling to piece®, 
and til© land revenue lias for years been stationary. Only 
one fourth of the Pifhjaub xs cultivated , the country re- 
quires outlets for trade, and recent events have drawn 
away a large portion of the male population for military 
service 

There arc many millions of acres of the finest land m tho 
world 1) mg fallow m Pegu since the days, perhaps, when 
first iiplieavcd nbov c the waters , but the country lacks popu- 
lation, having only a million of souls throughout its whole 
extent of 30,000 square miles Not one fifth of the culti- 
vable area of Dntish India is turned to account, and yet the 
limits of cultivation appear to have been reached God has 
made the land fertile , but man has reversed his decree, and 
consigned it to hopeless etcnlitj 

IVhcrc 13 the remedj ? Under the Company, or tho 
Company’s Government, there is none to be hoped for Tho 
most cursorj examination might have satuhed idio Bourt of 
Director®, any time withm the last quarter of a centurj , tint 
the lole cause of tho vast and permanent prosperity of 
I’cngal n the jwqctual settlement which they never cc.a«o 
to denounce and lament. The commerce of India has in- 
creased from two and a half millions, m 1813, to eixt^-fivc 
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millions in 1856-7, nnd there is no limit to its further ex- 
pansion. Crowds of the native landholders nnd merchants 
accumulate princely fortunes ; and many a fair estate in 
England and Scotland has groum up from the savings of the 
few years’ labour at Ihc desk or by the side of the indigo 
vats. There is no lack of, the enterprise which would 
achieve results as fa^'ourable elsewhere. Calcutta is not the 
best outlet for trade, nor Bcngjil the only rich soil : the land 
is everywhere in India, the men and the capital are waiting 
at home ; nnd why arc they not brought together ? 

The answer is, simply because, beyond tbe limits of the 
Bengal Presidency, there is no permanency of tenure. In 
the north-west provinces and Bombay, the ‘settlement is 
made for a short term ; in Madras and Pegu the tenancy is 
only yearly. In the C>s aud Trans-SulleJ states, leases arc 
given for twenty or thirty years; in the Punjaub proper, 
tbfe tenn is ten years, witli a promise tliat it may be further 
prolonged. The tenant is in the situation of n leaseholder 
whoso property docs not absolutely pass away from him at 
the end of his term, but which may be assessed at a rate 
which amounts to virtual confiscation. He may then be 
called upon to pay, not merely an enhanced rate for the 
soil, but an assessment upon the full value of his impro^ e- 
ments. The capital that he has sunk becomes a part of tbe 
fixed property of the landlord ; and he must either abandon 
it, or pay what is demanded of him. Such a state of things 
is never contemplated in the theory of the Court of Directors. 
They profess to see nothing which can possibly prevent tlie 
employment of British capital in any part of India, though we 
have shown that four-fifths of the cultivable area of Madras 
lies waste, and is not likely to experience change. Tlie fact 
of its fertility, the extent of its mineral lesourcesjthe general 
excellence of the climate, the almost perfect security of 
property from violence, arc generally known ; yet moneyed 
men forbear to build mills or dig mines, or become great 
landholders. 

Tho opportunities seem tempting, tUe EioUilles ere perfect ; 
wliy ilo not people ayail tliemsclics of tlio olianco of get- 
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Im" rich w lOinnt miicli trowUe ’ SmijA) bccitisc Oie Com- 
pnnj’s -ijetcm 13 i pcrpctiiil lion m (lio patli of (lie fttllcr 
Wlnt 13 liKs ciicrg:}, liowcvcr prcit, m t!io tin l-'t of tituMr^'il 
urctclie(lnc«3 ami apathy? "Wliat can I 113 c'campli cflucl, 
uhen there arc none to nnitatoil? What inar\tl-‘ can his 
^^caUh exhibit, ^\hcn all around arc poor to destitution? To 
take land in hia oun person ^iid improic it, uonhlhc to court 
certain defeat If he quarrelled with n collector, his rent 
would probahh bo raided, and his plans of inneliontion 
thuarted in c\cr} po«sihlc Tvnj If he oncndcd the great 
tnanV subordinates, be might count upon being bara««cd bj 
scores of fal«c suits, and exposed to a lhon« md loa«cs and 
hmmliation« On the other hand, if he merely sat down, 
and gaio out that ho was nillmg to piircln«c irodtict, his 
ta«k would ho easy enough for the first luche rnonlln, after 
winch ditTicultics would occur He could not oht un a uica» 
sure of nee ora cake of imligo without jircviou*!} making 
adaancea, or, mother words, taking a morlgagc upon l*roM- 
deuce, with only one signature to the bond If the next 
season turned out favourable, he woull got back a' portion 
of his money, and perhaps mal o a fur profit upon it but a 
gooill} balance would remain to be accounted for , next j oar, 
if bad harvests occurred, lie must make up lus mini to ^ct a 
new get of books, and begin with frc«h accounts and altered 
expectations If he perseveres for some years, lie finds jt 
profitable to maintain a native lawyer, at a fixed salar}, arid 
1 ecp a staff of permanent witnesses The occupation is 
neither pious nor profitable, and the most enduring and 
xcckle“s '‘peeddy become twcvl of vt 
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CHAP. XXIX 

THE KEirTDY — lirTOSSIBJtlTY 6V llAiaTNa MORE REVENUR iTVDFr 
THE PRCSPNT aiSTEM 01 COlCRJOItNT. — RirFICBETY OR OB- 
TAIKtNO COimCCT Utl OR-MATION — COST OP CUETIVATIOV AND 

rroriTABLE celtere — ovcKintiow op tue seave holdino 

INTEREST THE BALANCE OP TRADE 

The tcisk tint ^vo Imve to pcrfoim is tho clnnging of r tc* 
"bol^ious into a contcntecA peop\c, of a flcCcicni rate a. wrplws 
levenue, to nbolnli tlio «Hvc trido Rnd eh'cryj ind enable 
Pngl'md to be tbe mishe^s of her own destiny. The ^YO^k 
6eemB heavy enough , but Inidcr labour has been undertaken 
by Englidimen before now — for le«3 wages than can bo paid 
in this ease— -and with the certainty of no eventual profits 
Let 118 thoroughly comprehend our present position India 
must be held by the Eogbsli, that is n point about which no 
discussion can be tolerated, but by no State device can wc 
equalise, under the present system of taxation, its income and 
expenditure If wc could restore to-morrow the land, the 
loj altj , and the fixed capital that has been destroyed, still 
ith the necessity for keeping up an addition’ll force of twenty - 
five thousand Europeans the annual deficit would amount to 
some niilUoEs, with no prospect whatever of a change for the 
better 

The only fiscal resource as yet untried is a property aud 
income tax , but it would utterly fail, owing to tlie insuper- 
aW/i. <bfiarjdJj/i.a. ’Ji. ♦b/i, of qi, *}in. 

a\hat your supposed rich man po acs«=cs On inquiry, hig land 
would bo found nominallj in the hands of a score of holder", 
his Cornpiny s paper all mortgaged for ndraiiccs He would 
bury lu» com, and hide his securities, and all that ue should 
gain bj the attcrajit to make income contribute to the State, 
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vrouW be measurelc's ill TVill from the only cH'^s that now 
wi«li for the continuance of our rule The Hindoo and 
J»Iue«ulman method of accusing nnnn of riches and torturmg 
Inm into confc ion, is the sole mode of nu«ing duect taxation 
in the East, and our ciaih«atiOtt objects to it. 

mu t incrca«c our deficit if we would vastly augment 
our curplu" "We must lay out EngUsli capital if we would 
have English profits e mu t look upon India as a gixat 
joint stock propert} , of •vvliicb all the Queeu’s subjects are 
entitled to bavc a share We liate but to yoke sun, sod, and 
human efforts together, and in hopefulne s of heart and brain 
wait the outturn 

We have done nothing whatever for Bengal, except to 
bestow the land in pcrpctuitj at a fixed rate of taxation We 
have steadily opposed the settlement of Europeans, and up 
held the worst judicial and pobco «y tem m the known world , 
and yet the solo fact that the zemindar bolds his property m 
fee simple, at a mete nominal rent, has made the soil *0 va- 
luable, that estates aro scarcelj c\er to be obtained by our 
countrymen on any term®, wbil t the export tonnage has in- 
crco-cd twcUcfold withm the last sixty jeare The land 
rent on the cultivated area only nmouuts to n shilling per 
acre, and the zemindar at Icastoblains eiv times tliat amount. 
The rj ot on the average gets a shilling a week , and the nalii e 
traders make enormous gams Bengal wants an Encumbered 
Estates Act, and a law of Tenant Bight , and then, w uli 
3 nghsh judges and a rcasonabU honcat police, we di cern no 
limit to the gronlli of trade nud jrosjxjritj As matters 
stand, the soil of Bengal far too \-aliiable Tlie zcmiml ir 
lords it in rcahtj oicr nil Uic trading mtcrc«ta of India, and 
has the English merchant and the xiatiao peasant equally 
'i- want, a, qnjinijyi^'.sa w. an. 

increase in the labourers’ earnings, and of a value gi\cn to 
Eiid chew hen lie aiv equallj coiiccnnxl in cheapening 
the cc«t of 1 reduce, and ru«iog the rate of wage®. 

^^c ha\o seen that, after paying the Goaemment lanl 
tax and the cost of cullnation, tl c five and a 1 alf imllions of 
Madras families engaged m agricultural employment, Imc 
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only one shilling end eight pence pei month each to 8ubsi«t 
upon We want to raise that sum to ten shillings, -a range 
of income beyond then wildest dreams, which would give 
them se^cn millions stferling to lay out in the purchase oT 
our manufactures, and still leave a considerable surplus for 
extravagance or hoarding Tour shillings monthly suffice 
to maintain a household in iiotoiis profusion, so far as food is 
concerned, and after laying out forty shillings in imports, 
the ryot would have a yearly balance of one third more than 
his present total income 

c propose to effect this change by reducing the land tax, 
o\ cr the whole of India, to tw o «Iiilling9 per acre, and •clling 
the fee simple of it for twenty shillmga We should then be 
better off in the matter of revenue than the colonies of the 
Crown, uhere the hod is disposed of outright for a pound 
an acre Theio should be no distinction of soils recognised, 
the object being to induce a rush for investment, and so draw 
out the lioauls of the capitalist. Land held in pioprietary 
right would of course only pay the annual a®se8«ment, the 
ow ners, if their title was clear, standing in the same category 
with the new puichascrs Works of uiigation should bo 
I cpt up under the supervision of fiust«, as m England we 
in untam the turupil e loads and other corporate conveniences, 
the Goi eminent selling oi leasing such ns they have hitherto 
maintained Roads and canals should be made and repaired 
at the cost of the country, rates being levied for that purpose, 
and the inhabitants encouraged to look to the proper appli- 
cation of the funds 

*■ 1111 , cnltivatoi should in every case haic, during twelve 
months the right of pre cmption m the purchase of tlio land 
actually held by him imdcr tillage, on paying the fiic per cent 
winch Goiernment would gain by closing at once with the 
offer to buy At the end of that period no further impedi- 
ment should be offered to the entrance of tlie capitalist, whose 
co-opcnlion in Uio ivori is » mnticr of flic inmost iini o’rf incc 
Tl.c rjot Moiilil rnJ ilcntj of f-itmimblc loc.clitica in ivliicli 
to hboiir ivliilst c-ttninx Hio ontall sum rcanis.tc to mtlmlnm 
a landed j ropnetor 
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The CO t of the reduction would be, m the case of jVIadn®, 
ahmg the as^es cd area at fourleen million’ of acre , ju’t f n o 
Qillions sterling Jn Bombay it j» difficult to ’ay what the 
^act •aim would reach , but a million and a half would cover 
t The l?orth-TVestern deficiency would be ml as jet, 
S’agpore, Oude, the Punjab, and Pegu only pay m tbc 
;regatel,G55,0001 jandare’carcelyas-c edatthrec hillmgs 
)cr acre An allowance of a imllion is ample m the instances 
if the countries alluded to, which brings up the total reduction 
to four and a half million® 

^ itli regard to the Xorth-'W’est there la the certainty that 
m fhe new arrangement’^ for talking land, nece®*arj m con- 
’e<iuenec of the numerous confi cations that inu’t ensue from 
the rebellion, and the dc«trucbon of title-deeds and records, 
ino’t men would prefer to receive the fee «unple of their 
holdings, and pa^ a reduced «cale of taxation, in«tcad of ro-cn 
tcTing under the old system of a terminable lease, subject to 
an enhanced rental at eachrencnal Whenever this occurred, 
Goaemment would only bo scllmg ono-third of thoir annual 
rent at tn entj 5 cars’ purebase , but if tlic tenant elected to 
rcmaiil on the old footing, of courso the terms of the agree- 
ment must be earned out. It is not likely that exteusne 
purcliascs would be madv, for a time, by lljc ryots m Oude or 
Pegu , but m tbc old presidencies and tbc Punjib, we calcu- 
late that every ru[ ce would be drawn from the earth for the 
purj-io c of being laid out jii the purclios'* of land. It is 
almost the onlj moile in which men of capital can turn their 
eaMHgs to account, and once a. 8 urcd as they soon will be of 
tbc permanence of our rule, we shall see land as scarce md 
anluablc in all part® of India as it is now in Bengal, and as it 
was but lately m the Xorth-West provinces. Ihcre will bi. 
an end to emigration after the fir*t «ia months of the new 
pvstem of Ian I tenure® 

Lc«® than 40 000,000 of acres additional brought into cul- 
t\\-attou> woull make up the whole dcCcicnci of roenue, 
for at least 1,000,0001 sterling would be *avcd m the re- 
duction of rcicnue c®tahb*hmcnts. Madras, in | roportion 
to It® l*o{ ulation, should have 30,000,000 of acre® under 
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tillage , and minj tlioiiiands of disbanded Sepoys and Go- 
vernment servants of all Xinds ■will be available for iield 
laTaonr in 1858 Crowds of ryots would flock in from all 
the Native States, anxious to sbaro in tlie^blee^ings of tbc 
new rule , and every man would liave a real interest in tbc 
preservation of law and order. "We hardly expect to create 
a Paradise on the site of •nbat is now Pandemonium , but at 
any rate we should succeed m making happiness a possibibtj, 
and put future revolt utterly out of tbc question 

And now to come to the question m avlucU the two hemi- 
spheres are vitally interested, — the prospect of getting cheap 
and abundant supplies of cotton, sugar, and other tropical 
produce It is beyond all doubt that India can grow any 
kind as well os any quantity of cotton Every variety of 
climate, every degree of moisture is to bo found within her 
ample border* Sugar, silk, tea, seeds, ncc, and wheat can 
lie raised to the full level of the demand for them, if that 
reached to the exclusion of Southern America and the 
Slave Islands from the markets of Europe Let us n eigli a 
few agricultural and financial facts, and then make the fitting 
comparioons • 

A man and his family can do the work of two labourer*, 
and they vrill be ricli if in the receipt of Gl per annum 
They can cultivate with ca'^c five ncrcs of land, grow mg, say, 
one aero of sugar cane, one of cotton, nnd three of nco or oil 
seeds To avoid the chance of error, we will take each 
acre separately, both for cost, product, and outturn of 
cultivation 


"We must premise by saying that the difficulty of obtain- 
ing reliable information for general u«c upon questions of 
Indian social cconoinj is as great as that winch stands m 
tho way of ncquirm" political Knowledge Aa Ati."l<i- 
* Indian, who fancies that he thoroughlj understands the 
state of affairs m the East, stumble* perhaps upon a body of 
ci.dcnco upon InJiim topics mIucI, ultcrlj- conrounas liim 
11c to„.l,o„c.lly,on bcuR t,i,ctloncd, ll.st tl.o .ccrotsry 
to Goternment .s not such „ pc™„ a, .s rcprcon.cl hj tl.o 
ttilnccs. that hcsmcapalloof do,og fi,..,. 
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or tynnnic'il as the act ascribed to him Tlie army, instead 
of being discontented, and in a state of disorganisation, is 
■well satisfied, and in the liigbest slate of efficiency The 
land tax is by no means oppre^iae, the collectors have 
nothing to say to the standing crops The Suddei Couit 
has a couple of able judges in it , and the EngUsh function- 
aries m the lower tribunals are not all ignorant of law, as 
would seem to be inferred The indignant critic goes on, 
perhaps, till out of breath and scant of chanty, and then 
discovers that the testunony impugned relates to Bombay or 
Madras, whilst Ins own experience is avholly confined to 
BengaL The machinery of govemmeut is nearly alike m 
construction, and the parts are called by the same names — '\ 
ryot in Bengal is identified with the class of ryots all over 
the surface of the English dominions , but m pther respects, 
the Company s sera ants and subjects in one presidency know 
as little of each other as Spaniards know of Erenchinen, and 
transact the husmesa of their lives in entirely difTcrent ways 
The diversity tells heavily against the inleiests of the 
people when questions have to be decided at home which 
demand, for ihcir wise settlement, the attention of more than 
a single individual There i<«, at this moment, but one 
man in the Last India direction who can pretend to the 
slightest. Imowledge of Madras nfliiu^a, and he is a general who 
retired from the countrj some ycare smeo Men who have 
achieved reputation as able ndministrators in one part of the 
last Mill honestly admit their ignorance of the state of 
things which prevails elsewhere, and Iww should it be othcr- 
w i«e, if their j lea of n special aptitude for the performance of 
their own projer tn«k8 is a valid one? Iho languages 
epel en, the methods of mnng taxation, the habits and man- 
ners of the natives, are all peculiar to each great section of 
the Queens Ea«tcrn poa«C'“<ion'», nnil require, on tho part of 
the 1 ngh«htnan, facdiUcs for learning, and an intcrcat m 
rightly understanding them Take from the Court of Last 
Appeal the elements which are cither hurtful or innocuous m 
the way of arriving at a just decision, and, wl cn your body 
of Directors is dwindled down to a eolitarv i cr^on add the 
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influence of ilic fact tint lie Ins been several years awa} 
from Ituln, and onlj 1 new it ns nn ofllcnl, and the conclu- 
sion mu«t be, that great things as well ns small ones arc 
left to the rule of thumb Ihc persons clurgctl to decide 
upon matters of vitil conccinmcirt to India may Inic tlte 
xmU to do justice in mo«t eases, but it is bejond then powci 
to administer it, if knowledge of the subject is requisite for 
that purjio'sc 

In as igmng credence to oflicial statements, equal care 
must be taken to a«ccrtain tlic character of the facts upon 
winch tlicy ale based The mode m which average^ aic 
struck 13 one of the most fruitful souiccs of erroneous 


impressions In preparing statements on the incidence of 
taxation, the Indian authorities adopt a principle which gi\ es 
icsults that are as correct as tlio«c of a pioce«s which, adding 
the wages of half a dozen firm labourers to the rental of tlio 
Dul e of Bedford, would make out that each had an income 
of 30,0001 per annum The Madias statists put down the 
irea of cultivation m thit pieeidency at twenty millions of 
acres, and show that the tax only amounts to 3s pci 
acre, whilst, according to the statements of the Bexenue 
Board, sugar in Madras is not cultivated, “ m general,’ on 
lands asse«ised below 21i- or above 485 pei acre, the plain 
English of which IS, that the collector takes caie that bii^ar 
land shall not paj le®s than the smaller amount , and the 
range of pnees in the English market forbids attempts on 
thepait of the ryot to raise it under the higher ecale of 
taxation It is a positne fict, that in 1832 the tax impoacd 
upon sugar lands varied m Tinnixelly from I3s to 8/ 3s Qd 
The Government have, within the last twelvemonth, reduced 


the assessment in 13ellary with regard to five clas&ea of land 
fixing the higlie^’t at 185,aDdthe lonest at 15j per acre 
lending to itc saw e crop wit with reference to 
the North- estern Provinces The average of taxation 
which, according to llomtone Gazetteer, is Ss Zd on the’ 
total a„es.c<l o™., pv« no cine to the tool ontent of tl.o 
Government ilemtn.l, winch, .a „ ,11 other parte of Iml.a 
not permanently settled, won merely regulated by the ability 
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ofibc cultnator to pa'v Tukc from the Jncrlh-'Wcst system 
its <k.tingu!«lung cbaractcnstica, of a return of one tlunl of 
tbe gro®a produce to tbe lioWcrs of tbc propnetars nglit and 
tiio granting of thirty j car*’ lea^c^, md it would he found 
•=001X01^ to differ m csocntiaU from tin- r>otwarTy, •which 
the adNOcates of the former condemn and rcpudnlc 

An acre of Hnd will grow, with careful irrigation, 200 lbs 
of clean cotton and a ton of oil seeds. The cost of cultna- 
tion will bo aa follow « — 

i J d 


Ilent anil interest of purclia-i. money 0 •* 0 

Seed li re of bullocks, and CO t of water 0 W 0 

Troport on of annual income I 4 0 

2 2 0 

And the outturn ■wiU he — 

SOOlb* of clean eoUon •^ 2d |>er lb 1 13 4 

One ton of 0 1 ««eds tt 4« per cwt 4 0 0 

5 13 4 

Profit on tbo cixUimUoa of one acre £3 11 4 


Sugar cuUn alioa w ill j icld the following result — 

£ • fL 

0 4 0 
10 0 

1 4 0 

‘’8 0 

The product in this case, single crop, will be — 

1500 lb of ord nary aiadras su^ar & 8«. 
per cwt 5 4 0 

Profit upon one acre 16 0 

Rice and od eeds mixed, a double crop, will “how the fol 
\owiDg — 

£ s d 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
14 0 


Rent ai d interest 

Cost of cultiTution and water 

Proport on of annual income 


Rent and latere t 
Cult rat on 

Proport on of annual income 


4 18 0 
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£ X d 
1 15 0 

4 0 0 

5 15 0 

The profit m Urn instance being £3 17 0 

Implicit rclnucc may lie placed on the above fignxcsj ^Yblcb 
slion, m round niimborVn profit of more than 3? per aero 
upon tbe four articles of pro<luce cultivated, after the ryots’ 
lucomo bos been deducted Cotton grown m tbo Mortb- 
AVestern Proianccs, bas yielded ns mucli as 380 lb* to tbe 
aero, sugar ru ed m Madras baa given considerably over 
two tons Tbe experience of a Cbmarunn would put these 
etaliatics to sbamc, as atFording proof of wliat niigbt be made 
from 8ucb an area of soil, and in due time wo sball have 
India as well irrigated, and almost as dcn«ely peopled, as tbe 
Celestial Eoipiro Tbo difierence between barrenness and 
tbe most glorious fertility is merely a question of water , and 
between wretchedness nud prosperity, a matter of low rent 
and permanent tenure 

Let us now see what would be the cost of the above com- 
modities to the people of Europe, allowing for all charges 
incurred, and profits expected If we as ume that tbe 
produce is raised at an average distance of 200 miles from 
tbe port of shipment, and the co'it of carriage is 2d per ton 
per mile, n e shall surely cover all tbe expenses of tmnsit 
The cotton and the gniii of Pegu will not coat a tenth pnrt 
of tliat amount, and along the IGOO miles of seaboard belong- 
ing to the Madraa Pre idency, there is land enough to supply 
all the reqnircinents of England far mtlnn the limits now 
assigned. But wc arc content to let the figures stand , they 
a?rimT as fo’flon b — 


And the outturn tviil be — 

Clem nec 10 cwL If C<L pc” cwt 
0 1 seeds 1 ton iD 1* 



cnir xiix rnoriTS or Ttir pautm nsuir. 

Cof/oa 

3C3 

,1 

Co«t of raw rnatcnal per lb 

2 

, Carnage to the coast 

Oi 

IJaling anJ screwing 

Oi 

Slnpp ng charges 

01 

lreightIi20J per halo of 500 Jbs 

oi 

Insurance and other charges 

01 

Cost in Liverpool on all pper i account per lb 

31 


"Wc a««crt, ^vithout liCMtation, til'll at tlio abo\o ntc, and 
under the conditions laid down, any qu'intity of excellent 


cotton can \io produced m Imln and Pegu, yieldin 
stated to tlie growers 

g the profit 

5^ar 

t d 

Cost of raw matcrisl per cwt 

S 0 

gunny bag 

0 3 

Carnage to coast per ewu 

1 8 

Charges, 1 10 per cent 

1 0 

Ireght^SOs per ton and msarance 

4 C 

London charges 

1 f 

Cost to eeU without profit or loss 

IG U 



Cost of clean nee per cwt 

3 C 

Gunny hag and shipping 

1 0 

Treight IB 80s per ton * 

4 0 

Insurance and London charges averago 

1 3 

Cost to the shipper 

9 9 

Oil Seeds 

£ s d 

Cost of mustard or gingelly per quarter 

0 19 0 

Gunny bag insurance and shipping charges 

0 4 6 

Fre ght ^ 00* per ton 

1 2 6 

London charges 

0 4 0 

Cost to the sh pper 

2 10 0 
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On the 7tU of November list, under great depression of 
prices, Madras native sugai avenged in bond, 23s 6f/ , m 
July the same quality ms worth 37s The lowest rate 
would give the merchant a profit of- more than 61 per ton , 
and at what may be called, under the present state of things, 
the natural value, he would realise at least double that 


amount, oi more than a hundred and seventy pei cent on 
his outlay of capital Adopt at once our proposed scale of 
taxation in Madras and •despite the want of roads and ma 
clunery for crushing the cane, sugar could be made at a profit 
to tbe grower when the native roerchimt only obtained from 
the aluppex Sa 6d per -cut, which would reduce tbe cost 
of the article, laid down in London, to 14 j 5d 

Madras cotton was quoted at Liveipool on the 7th of No- 
vember at The advance of a farthing in tbe price of 

cotton adds a miUion sterling to the outlay of the manufac- 
turers , but what would be the gam wlicn w e could not only 
import cotton of the picsent quality at an aggre,nto reduc- 
tion of 5,000,000/, but suit at the same rate all the require- 
ments of the spinner^ It needs but a glance at the samples 
on view at the India House, to convince the public that 
water and tendance only are requisite to rai«e from tbe in- 
digenous seed nearly all the varieties of cotton now in use 
Three years of English culture would set the question of 
Indian sufficiency in this respect it rest for eier 

Hoiv cheaply rice can be grown, and how pleasant annex- 
ation may be made to a people who as yet scarcely know us 
except na traders, may be a'mcrlaincd from a glance at the 
present condition of the inhabitants of the eastern cooat of the 
Bay of Bengal, as compared with what it was under the rule of 
the Burmese, The taxation fixed by the Court of Aia con- 
sisted of an import of about ten shillings sterling levied on each 


homestead, and an equal amount charged upon each joke of 
bufTaloes, m licit of land rent Our goicrnmcnt has retained 
the capitation tax but has substituted, for the clnrno on catllc 
or.wo .1 rcc „„a four ah, „„ 

Oic qnnhly uf eoil The n-gregnte >um „o„ lo, icI „ I,arfl, 
grerter tliuu the rogular tosAtion (hted hj tlioBurmc.c , hut. 
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whereas the hundred ba'«h.ets of table nee, •weighing 7400 lbs , 
formerly sold at Eangoou for 18« ou the enge, the same 
q^Dintity now realises 5? 

"* It would pay us well as a nation, to dispense entirely •with 
taxes in the case of a people who would consent to give us rice 
at threepence per cwt IVe compensated the Mughs of Arra- 
can and the Karens of Pegu for the lo«s of their independence, 
it they ever had, oi cared to prc'cr^c such a gift, and might 
safely go to a popular election in that part of the world on 
the question of the mruntenance of British sovereignty 
The objects tliat we have kept steadily in view, apart from 
the impro\eraent of the condition of the ryot, aic the incen- 
tiTCa to the employment of capital in the cultivation of land, 
and a va«t increase of production As matters now stand, 
01 cry mill that is built tends to make cotton dearer , for, toil 
as it may, production cannot overtake consumption The 
bujCTS inctca^c faster than the sellers, and bo long as that is 
the coao, it is hopeless to expect a dimmution in the price of 
the raw material The manufacturer is obliged to pay fir 
more than the worth of the inferior article, becaiiee ho cannot 
get enough of the better sort Every advance m the price 
of American cotton, which the gro^wer improves to the be«t 
of his ability, is a bounty to the Asiatic agncultun«t, who 
will make no change m Ins modes of culture or dre«sing if he 
can help it. The Englishman id obliged to take the adulte- 
rated stuir, whether he likc8.it or not, simply because that, 
bad ns it i®, it is better than nothing The cCeot of high 
prices in the home market for East India produce tends more 
to change the nature of the cultivation, than to increase 
the breadth or improic the qualitj Cotton lands are made 
to grow sugar, or vice acr*i Advances arc made by tlic 
native traders to the rjots during the time that high rates 
Tiilo inEuropc , and 0 c article t doln crc'i perhaps at a peiiod 
of great deprc‘'«ion, when aaluc has been forced dowm below 
ita natural Icack All trading under such circunwtanccs par- 
takes more or lc®3 of a gambling character , and the European 
nicrcliant is mainly the lo cr If demand is active, huj era 
c mpotc with each other, and prices go tip cnormou*!' » and 
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jf it llig", tho nitn 0 inuWlcmon lias innilc bo much profit by 
lua previous transactions and li^es nt such n trifling co<«t, 
tint lie can nfloril to lioUon, and wait till the ncccosity for 
fulfilling clnrtcre,or of finding freights for\ csscls consigned on 
comnii«sionj compels tho Cnghslt liouso to buy on tho native’s 
terms, as an nltcrnalivo prcfcrililo to that of sending elups 
away in balhat In Calcutta, where tho aupidy is enormous, 
and tho native merchants nro more acquainted with the true 
principles of commerce, tho latter stale of things can scarcely 
prevail, hut it is quite common nt Ak> ab or Rangoon fur 
mcrclianta to bo foiccd to piy a great deal more than the real 
market value of gram, because the first holders, being few in 
number, and very wcalUo , are enabled to keep back supplies 
till the alupd’ lajmg dajs have run out, when the meicliant 
is either obliged to surrender at <l»«crctioD, orIo80*tlic full 
amount of ficight That mischievous power i«, of cour o, nt 
an end, when tho proper balance beta ecu supply and demand 
IS obtained, and comincrco can be earned on to the mutual 
benefit of all pnitios engaged 

The result of impai tiug a high value to cultiv ation will be, 
of com ac, to improve the quality as well ns to increase the 
quantity of all Eastern products Englishmen will grow 
cotton, sugar, and nco as they now grow mdigo and with 
the same good effects Cnro and continual irrigation will en- 
tirely change the clnrictcr of tlic great slajilcs , and capital- 
ists will be encouraged to make advances when they ate Sure 
of obtaining wbat they Lave baigamed for The grower 
would never want a market , tho shipowner w oulcl never lack 
a freight , and the merchant might count upon always real- 
ising a profit 

The profit of moie than three pounds per acre, allowed 
everywhere to tho proprietors oF the soil, will doubtless be 
objected to m some quarters, but we hold that, if the pro- 
duction of raw material can bo doubled or quadiupled, no 
amount of gam si ould bo grudged to the men who accom- 
ph.li It c ran never cheapen phxjnoo, so lonr. ns the do- 
mand is greater than the supply Xhe cap mast ho filled in 
tho first instance , andrvbat runs over goes to the share of the 
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public. "When the existing -vnctmm is entirely filled upj the 
next ounce tells in fa\our of the buyer From getting the 
Eame rate of prices as the owners of slave labour, the Indian 
grower would be gradually brought into competition with the 
former After awhile a struggle would conamence as to 
wbch interest, that of free or servile labour, should supply 
the world s markets , and the contest roust of ncce*’ity termi- 
nate on the Bide of cmli ation No efforts of slavery could 
avail against the counlle‘»3 millions of willmg labourer®, 
happy in the enjoyment of family earnings amonntmg to 
fourpcnce halfpenny a day, Sundays excluded "What they 
now want in the way of u«eful knowledge, wll be imparted 
to them No men are more mdustnons or more desirous to 
earn money "Wc iiave only to show them how a compe- 
tency IS to bo realised, and they are sure to achieve it 
Until the world can stumble on another India, or we nio 
false to ourselves and our forefather®, we shall be able, under 
the noM social system, to occupy the foremo t place amongst 
the nations, m reality as well as in appearance At this 
roomeut our condition resembles that of the Hindoo universe, 
which 18 supported on a snake, which rc«ts on a tortoi«e, 
winch latter rc«t3 upon notlung Our proepenty has no solid 
foundation It could scarcely ■exist, and perhaps we should 
scarcely care to uphold it, if national mdcpcndcnce were 
wrenched from it, and so long as ne are dependent on a 
single f* reign nation for the means whereby alone niilliona 
of our best citizens arc enabled to cxi«t, wo cannot be said to 
be actually masters of our own fate Tlicre is a choice 
left to us. In a period of liostihty, which may one day 
oicrtalcc ii®, we mu«t cost our lot cither with the beggar 
or the slue, but the altcmatnc is not a plea-ant one 

Members of ParhamcDt and directors in Lcadcnhall 
street ask wlnt becomes of the immense suiiphcs of bullion 
that go forward by caery mail to India , and the question is 
ca«ilj answereth Tlie aaenge value of Indian exports is 
doubkd , but the ly ot gels little or none of the increase, and 
ram and sundiinc co«t no more to the grower than of old 
buch portion of the middlcuans profit as he can employ 
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advantage m extending production, is directed to that 
end , and after he has clothed himself according to the custom 
of his tribe, and decked his wife with jcncl'*, the rest 
returns to the soil from whence it originally came He lias no 
opera to sirbsenhe to, no turf to patrom«c, no wine mercl ant’s 
or milliners hills to pay Ilis eons’ education ma} cost him 
perhaps tnenty pounds a jear, if his family is nuraerou® 
Ills daughters' accomjlishmcnts arc taught, from first to last, 
m ^^hat we should term the nursery He makes and 
spends money, lives, and 13 buried, after the fasliion of his 
fathers 

Level the hou®cs of our hfanchester operatic cs, and let 
each family reside in a mud hut, avith a grass mat for bed 
and bedding, a couple of three legged stools for furniture, 
and for cooking utensils an earthen pot Tor clothing Jet 
the workci haac a cotton rag round his waist, for food a 
handful of the cheapest gram — let himself, his ^ife and 
family, exist fiom infancy to old age without comfoit, know- 
ledge, or religion,— without a ecn«e of decency or a hope of 
amelioration more than is possessed by the bcasW that perish, 
and then if the n orl of hts hands brought the same pnee as 
now m the worlds market^ and the mill owners spent each 
but a hundred a year, we should haac 1 0 trouble in finding 
out why gold and siher were more largely imported, and 
where the greater portion went to Do we wish to restore 
what a certain section of political econoimsts call ‘ the 
balance of trade iii favour of England’ ^Ye haie only to 
g ve the Indian ryot an equal intcreat with the Manchester 
spinners in the fruit of hie labour To contend that tl e 
former has no desire to be well fed and clothed tl at his wife 
has no lo\ e of finery and 1 19 children uo capacity for instruc- 
tion is to mock common sense, and deep sc the responsibilities 
of civilisit on 
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CHAP. XXX. 

rOUITlCAL CnAVGPS RLQCinrD— JIEC13MTT FOU TltnOWlNO INDIA 
OPEN TO ALL lUE QUELNA «OnjECT9 — ODOA^^8ATJO^ OF 1 

STAFi coiira — itONoroLY of the cmL sianCE at av end 

IjtT usha\c tlic right to buy Innda ftO}\sbcrc ni Imln, nml 
vith lawyers foe judges, au<l Lngbslunen for rcmiiuHr’*, wo 
should take little heed as to the composition of the gOicm* 
mg power That portion of the Anglo-Indian population, 
tvhieUhasllo largest amount of interest m tho ucll being 
of the country, only cares to interfere m public nlTurs for 
self-defence , but, from the nature of thing*. Government in 
the 1 ast has so much to do ai ith social questions, and Ims 
done its work so badlj, that men who would as soon tlmik 
of meddling with state matters m Calcutta, as of neg- 
lecting their busine&s for parish politics at home, have 
been obliged to come forward amd agitate for a total change 
m the 3) stem of rule Tlicir aims are solely directed to 
the'advancement of the llnghsh in India, but inasmuch ns 
they cannot benefit their own important class, without nt 
the same time sening the interests of the people, they 
deserve the support of the home public 

In dealing with this jreat matter, we put classes and 
cliques equally aside IVc have no respect for the Indian 
Government, because its members belong to tlio middle 
ranks, and no abstract dislike to the wider influence of the 
imperial authority, on the score that it is usually exercised 
by titled persons It is said with justice that appointment* 
made by the ministry of the day, are rarely bestowed with 
reference to the capacity of tho mdiyidual promoted, but 
n B 
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there la no leason to suppose, Aat m the selection of candi- 
dates for the highest offices, the Court of Directors are a 
avhit moie considerate, and it is not always that lucl y ta 
discretions protect tlie public from the consequences* of 
unwise partiality Pools and firebrands have sat in tlic 
highest seats before now, and wiU do so again, whether the 
choice of selection rest with tlie Crown or the Company One 
day youi ablest man is a soldier, and the grey-headed civi 
Inn a type of imbecility The next yon arc called upon to 
admire a Dalhousic or a Thomason, the choice of each and 
all being equally the result of accident. • It is the merc't 
chance whether the Commander in Chief is a Napier or a 
Godwin , fate and the exigencies of party dominate over all 

E\en if we could obtain a guarantee, tint the ablest 
member of the services should always be at the head of the 
Government, It would by no means follow, that wc should 
witness the adoption of a liberal and enlightened pohe^ 
Dong residence m India narrows the understanding and 
strengthens the prejudices of a man, however gifted he may 
be by nature Obliged to enact the despot for the better port 
of bis lifetime, ho becomes incapable at last of identifying 
himself with the broid principles of popuhr progre^is. IIo 
has never been accustomed to deal with the rights of the 
people, the good and the c%il that he has done, have pro- 
ceeded from hi 3 own volition, or the mandate of his 
superiors Remonstrance displeases and ojiposition pro- 
aobes him lie abhors publicity, ond chafes at the strictjirci 
of the press ATc know members of the sciaicc to whom 
none of these oljcctions appl^, who sympathise with c%cr) 

I Ian ofiniproaement and would make Go\ eminent instca 1 
of being 03 it IS, the mystery of quad s, a thing to bo under 
stood and roicrcnccd Rut tlicj arc sadly few in number, 
anl labour under tbc disability of not being admired in hif-h 
places 

^o one can denj tbc soundness of the axiom, that it i« 
f r ll.o Rmeral c > 0.1 tint tlic nl IcH imn nlmy. b. 

t.||« Intel to illiot, tt.tl.oiit n-tnnee ti tlic dm li Ic 
Ionci.ll to, mil nil nc ctilicnl for lint no boj, ornicn. 
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however well Belccted, shall be allowed to mcnopoliee the 
government of an empire 

At forty years of age, a man of good character maj entci 
the church, the lav., or the army Bishops, chief-justiccs, 
and generals of approved ability, have commenced, even 
later m life, the career in which they were destined to be 
famous , and why should not similar facilities for the exercise 
of gemus, learning, and enterprise be afforded in the Ci\ d 
Service of India? No one expects that the outsider should 
be planted at once in the front ranks It vs only governors 
that are made ont of the purely raw material, but just 
as you allow a'SV’ilde to exchange his profession of attorney 
for that of advocate, which chance shall, in due time, enable 
him to become Xiord Chancellor — just as a Graham, sor- 
rowing for the loss of his wife, is permitted to become an 
ensign at 6fty, and afterwards Lord Lynedoch, the victor 
of Baros^a — should a capable man he Buffered to make his 
way to an Indian judge4iip —Providence, which has not 
made ability the sole product of a single country, or the 
attribute of a particular clas-*, punishes, in the prevalence 
of foolish counsels, the attempt to support such a monopoly 
as that of the East India Company Of course, there will 
he many to point out the dangers of such a policy, but only 
a few years since it was ns vigorously contended that the 
interests of India and England were intimately bound up 
M itli the Company’s trading syBlem If tea was bought by 
any other than covenanted ^servants, and earned home by 
any other t! an Company’s ve'^el", you might ennch a few 
grasping speculators, but it would be at the expense of 
Briti*h supremacy in the East 

Since that change was effected, which the ablest servants 
of the East India Company, including Sir Thomas Alunro 
and Sir Cliarles Metcalfe, so much deprecated, the Indian 
trade has increased from two and a half millions annually to 
Sixty millions, and there is reason to suppose that, by opening 
up the Ecrv icc to the competition of the whole empire, men ns 
well as joutli«, the profit in lohtics will be as great as tlic 
benefits in commerce In India, at this moment, there arc 
n n 3 
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SC res of fir^t-nte men mailable for the public seivice, of fill 
clrsses and colours , and Tshy aliould tbc state bo denied the 
benefit of tlieir labours? We InNC no objection to the 
nnmtcmnce of the present system of recruitm" the rarth^ 
of the Ci\il Service, but it docs not exhaust the etoch of 
ability, and m manj instances fuls to disclose the presence 
of it The dunce at school often turns out a successful 
administntor, and the winner of the prize at the examina- 
tions a pool bookworm There is work to be done in India, 
such as mere scholarship can hardly forward The tasks are 
various, and let us, if such are to be fbund, cverjwhcre 


intrust them to fitting hands 

It 13 rank cowardice on the part of the public to give way 
to the fear of making the minister of the day too powerful 
Such an objection to the overthrow of the India House was 
V did enough w hen Paihament wis a close a«sembly, ruled by 
class influences, and the newspajicr was made up of advertise 
menta and go«sip If the nation is true to itself, why should 
It dread a lord ? If men are too idle to qualify themselv es to 
pionounce a just verdict on the conduct of those placed above 
them, or too timid or dishonest to say what they 1 now ought 
to be said, no scheme that the wit of mortals can devi e will 
obtain for them the ble'sings of good government Under 
any system of rule, the f» ol will creep into the post of honour, 
and the knave will get to be trusted, unless a never ceasing 
w itch IS maintained by the people Let us cast our lines 
everywhere, on the surface, m the depths of society, and 
take for public use the best of the haul The capable man 
will need to be looked after as well as hia opposite , but tlio 
one in that case la sure to achieve good, the other can only 
be kept from doing harm 

The late change, by which entrance into the Cml Service 


w as made the prize for competition amongst the pupiU of the 
great seminaries of learning, was a great step m advance of 
that systein, which maintained a dozen families for the sole 
rur,,o.e of raising tl,= future goicrnora of the East, and left 
tl,c general pnbl.o dependent on female sterility But an- 
otlier great reform is needed We require, as noli, tint 
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appomtmenta m the armj shonld be thrown open to all the 
•Mlventuroua and able. Let Government take a fourth of the 
whole number of nominations to be dealt with as hunnn 
inBnnity may augge t, and let ua bestow the rest upon the 
mo't de ervmg apphcant for mihtary dLtinction 

The employment of more European agents in India will 
be a necea,.ity under the new system of rnle There will be 
work for the pohtician, but more for the magiatrite and 
over3''er AVhen the cinhan has nothing to do with law, 
•ind the collector merely sits in his Cutcherry to regulate the 
receipt of revenue, the labour of governing will be materially 
eimphfied, and officials will be sufficiently paid at half their 
pre«ent rates of income IVe shall 6nd m the army a large 
reserve of practical ability , and can, at any time, lay our 
hands upon men who have been acclimatised, and obtained a 
certain knowledge of the country Their constant seD«e of 
the impo< ibihty of achieving civil Qi^tinction without muidi 
study, would c^l forth whatever of faculty lliey hod within 
them The boatman who would contend m the race takes 
cart that bis oar shall never be long out of the water 

A hat should be opened m I»ondoQ, wherein every young 
man amongst the Queen’s subjects, who had pa«aed a preli- 
minary cxoniimt»on,«boQld be permitted to iDicnbehis name 
At stated season* a number of candidates should be drawn bj 
ballot, and examined as to tlicir proficiency m the course of 
Btulj laid down, the moot com]ctcDt being selected to re- 
ceive conimi««iQns. On arriving in India llicy «bould be 
ported to regiments, and made to do duty for not Icm than 
two jear*, at the end of which time they would be eligible 
for stall employment, on posting m the language of the di*- 
tnet in wl ich they were to laliour IVe would do away wiUi 
♦J.e. •jW'inX of ♦.aijn.'g am offierx ficom. his reg^ment^ tn 
sjicnJ the I tame of his days lo staffi duties, and sending 1 mi 
I ack to command the cor^x, when both intellect and nctnilj 
were enber gone nltoj,eti er or greatly dctcnoraHtl. At tl c 
‘ cn 1 of three v cars, the absentee e! oul J elect to remain on the 
rtalT, or go back to 1 is regiment. If he chixe the funner, Jix 
j lace diould be filled up by the junior next in eueccsaiun, a&u 

• S3 
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iicnccforlh his niihiary rank would bo purely uominal itc 
should be styled Captain or Major when lie would Inve 
attained those grades m the corps , but if obliged to leave 
the staff, either from sickness or mcapacitj, he should never 
be allowed to return to the army Whatever interest he 
could make should only bo available to get liim returned to 
civil employment If he was unfit, either morally or intel 
lectually, for the one set of tasks, he Kbould not bo declared 
good enough for the performance of the other Under such 
a sjstem men, who had interest enough to get appointed^ 
u ould hesitate as to their u«e of it, and take more heed of 
their conduct when they had abandoned the worse paid but 
surer position of a subaltern m the army Officers who had 
no friends to push them forward, or who Imd a love for the 
military profession, would rejoice in the appointment of a 
senior to the staff Every such case would be as profitable 
to their interests as a death vacancy, and far more pleasant, 
we would hope, to their feelings. They would rcjoico at 
what 13 now considei ed usually a hardship, and often an insult 
to them Those who did the work of soldienng would get 
its rewards , and we should have no more instances of men, 
after spending a lifetime m civil employment, and in the 
receipt of high pay, coming back to command tlieir corps 
over the heads of majors who had never left their regiments, 
or received more than mere army allowances Both clasoos 
would be greatly benefited by being restneted to the choice 
of a profession, and secured m the enjoyment of the privileges 
which properly belong to it 

But whilst wc hold out tins immense boon to the middle 
classes, who find it so difficult to get employment for tlicir 
younger branches, — whilst wc provide for a largo accession 
to the stock of avaiHWe adroinistrtvtiv e ability, and do nwny 
with the heart-burnings which now preinil in the annj,— 
wc must not Ignore the existence of indigenous capacity iii 
tlie East. There are crowds of men — I uropcin. East In- 
dian, and native — who seek employment and can cvlnbit 
proofs of fitnc«s for it, and we inn«t remember, too that 
whilst the ]iumc-brc<| cand date for office has nil the world 
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before him 'wherein to pick out a ephcrc for exertion, tho c 
men arc rcEtrictcd to the opportunities affbrdctl in the place 
of their birth. A great many of them actually perform the 
tasks for which ciiihans draw high talancs, and some po=«c'3 
an aptitude for work which defies malry AVe would allow 
them m all cases to come in and prove their claims to eharc 
m whatever was held out as the reward of proved fitnc«s in 
India, and aboli“li altogether the prevailing distinction be- 
tween covenanted and uncovenanted employment. Ihc men 
appomted at home should always have work and pay, but 
we would do away at once, and for c\er, with the system 
^hich makes certain ofBccs the sole hentage of tbo«c 
who hold civil or military comtnissiona It is not difficult 
to detect the mtcre«t which such persons have in the con 
tmuance of the pTC«ent monopoly , but what compensates 
the public for its cxiitencc’ If the official at the head of 
financial affairs is totally ignorant of all that be should know, 
It IS surely no set-offi against a deranged money-market and 
a damaged state of public credit, to show that he is a member 
of tho Civil Service, and not a mere adventurer. East Indian, 
or native, selected only because he po'ses'ed knowledge an 1 
abihty In Ceylon, seven years nnce, the Queen’s Advo 
cate, and member of the Legislative Coudol by Tirtne of Lis 
position, was a gentleman of the darkest shade of colour, 
yet no one grumbled at an appointment which in this case 
was filled by the able t man in the inland. If East Indians 
can collect customs in Hangoon and elaewhere, why should 
they not do so m Bengal and ^ladras ’ If adventurers are 
good enough to be deputy commis-ioners on rare occasions m 
Pegu and the Pnnjaub, why should they be kept in general 
upon a lower «cale of pay, and taught that the nch pnzco of 
the service are exclusively for tho'»e who have received dieir 
appointments at home ? If one man is set to do certain 
tasks, and steadily and ably gets through them upon no 
pnnciple of faimea to the individual or advantage to tho 
public can we withhold from him the rate of remuneration 
which i« given to others employed in like manner 

The system of promotion m. tlic navy bears some resem 
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lil'ince to the state of things nhicli pre%all3 in the East; hut 
though a lieutenant is often allowed to grow grey in the Queen a 
service, he is never made to believe that a positive class infe- 
riority is the cause of hia being passed over for promotion. 
He accounts bimself as good a gentleman as the post-captain, 
and never regards his own elevation as a sheer impossibility* 
"Were it otherwise, the nation might raise an outcry, and tic 
efficiency of the fleet would be in danger; but the injustice 
which would not he tolerated for a moment in the one hemi- 
sphere is universally inflicted in the other. The civil and 
military servants of the East India Company form literally 
two castes, who, by virtue of their covenants or commissions, 
engros®, to the absolute exclusion of nil other Englislimen, 
all the dignified and lucrative offices in the East. The wife 
of the high civilian may look down upon the family of the 
military man as being " trash from the fort;” but both unite 
in the feeling of unmeasured contempt for aU without the 
pale of privilege. And they have a right to be proud of 
their position ns matters are managed and worth estimated iQ 
that part of the world; for, let the emergency be ever so 
great, or the stock of capacity ever so small, no “uncove- 
nanted ” person has n chance of holding high rank even for 
an hour. If he is thrust in, like n handful of tow, to stop a 
leak which w’ould othernisc tpeedily send the ship to the 
bottom, evexy one knows that he is but a temporary plug, to 
be thrown aside at the first convenient moment. 

This state of things will of course he nholished under the 
Queen's Government; it could only exist under a corporation 
like the East India Comjiany, and makes tlie cost and the 
result of ruling exhibit very diflbicnt results from ahat 
ouglit to be produc'’d. Some men find it hard enoii.vh to 
bear with the existence of nn aristocracy j but merit in every 
<iuarlcr of the globe can find an entrance into the ranks of 
the nobility. It was rc-erved for a knot of merchants to 
establish n system of cxchisivcncsa such aa the world never 
saw beforc,4ind is not likely to witness nn-un. 
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From the Calcutta Gazette 

ticgliUiUt C«<iiie>l|UtKZ<iu tSi? 

Tbs folloi* mg Act, passed \ij the Legislative CoudciI of India, received 
the assent of the ItigUt Uonourabte the Governor General this da^, and 
18 hereby promulgated for general infonnation 

Act No XV, or 1M7 

“An Act to regulate the establishment of rrmting Presses, and to re- 
strain in certain coses the circulhtion of printed books and papers * 

Whereas it is expedient to prohibit the keeping or using of printing. 
presses, types, or other matenaU for prtnung, in any part of the tern 
tones in the possession and under the government of the East India 
Company, except with the previous sanction and license ofGovernnient, * 
and under suitable provisions loguord against abuse , and whereas it may 
be deemed proper to prohibit the circulation, within the said territories, of 
newspapers books, or other printed papers of a particular description 
It IS enacted as follows — 

I No personshall keep any printing pressortypes, or othermalerials or Vop 
articles for printing, without having obtained the previous sanction and li- Jl,,'},® 
cense for that purposeof the Governor Generaloflndia in Council, or of the 
Executive Government of the Presidency in ^ich such printing press, 
types or other materials or ariKlea for pnnung are intended to be kept or 
used, or of such other person or persons as the Governor General of India 
in Connell may authorise to grant such sanction or license , and any per- 
son who shall keep or use any printing press, or types, or other materials 
or articles for pnnting, witbont having obtained such licenses, shall be 
J able, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not exceeding five 
thousand rupees*, or to impnsonmcnt not exceeding two years, or to both 
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II. If any person shall keep or use any print)ng-pres«, or types, or 
other materials or articles for printing, without such sanction or licenses 
aforesai J, any magistrate, within whose jurisdiction the same may be foun J, 
may seire the same, or cause tbem to be seized together with any booj s 
Of printed papers found on the premises, and shall dispose of the s une 
as the Governor-General of India in Counen, or the Executive Govern- 
ment of any Presidency, or such other person us the Governor-General 
in Council shall authorise in that behalf, may direct, and it shall be 
lawful for any magistrate to tssne a search warrant for the entry and 
scorch of any house, building, or other place, in which he may have 
reason to believe that any such unlicensed printing-press, types, or other 
natcriols or articles for printing are kept or used 
HI IllieneYer any person or persons shall be desirous of keeping or 
ising any printmg-pre«3, or types, or other materials or articles^ for 
irintmg, he or they shall apply by writing to the magistrate within who«e 
unsdiction he proposes to keep or use such press or other such ma- 
lerials or artKlea as aforesaid, or to such other person* as the 
iJovernor General in Council, or the Executive Government of the Fro 
iidency, or such other person ns the Governor-General in Council shall 
mthorise in that behalf, may appoint for that purpose The application 
iholl specify the name, profession, and place of abode of the proprietor 
3t proprietors of such printing-press, types, or other materials or article* 
Tor printing and of the person or persons who is or are intended to uso 
he same, and the place where tueb printing press, types, or other ma« 
tcrials or articles for printing are intended to be used , and such appb 
latian shall be Tended by the oath, aiSrmation, or solemn declaration of 
Lhe proprietors and persona intending to keep or use such printing press, 
types, or other materials or articles for printing, or such of them as the 
magistrate or other person to whom the application shall be made shall 
direct and any person wilfully nuking a false oath, aOlrmation, or dc- 
Llaration, shall be deemed guilty of perjury 

IV The magistrate shall forward a copy of such application to the 
Governor-General in Council, or to the Executive Govenunent of the 
Presidency, or to such other person as may be anthonsed to grant the 
license , and the said Govemot General in Council, or such Executive 
GoTcrnznent or other person as aforesaid, may at his or tbcir discretion 
grant such license subject to such conditions (if any) as ho or they may 
think fit, and may also aRiny time revoke the same 

V If any person or persons shaft keep or use, or cause or allow to 


ho kept or used, any such printing press, types, or other materials or ar- 
ticles for printing contrary to tlw condiUons upon which the license may 
have been granted, or after notice of the revocation of such license shall 
have been given to or left for, him or them at the place at wl ich tl e 
printing press shall have been estabh-hed. he or they shall be sul lect to 
the same penalties as If no such license had been granted and sucli 
printing press types and othir matenals or articles W pr nl n- niiy 
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t« scizctl and di<poscd of m tlie manner prescribed in Section II of 
tbis Act, 

\ I All books and other papers printed at a press licensed under 
tlis Act, «hill have prmtctl legibly thereon the name of the printer and 
of the puhli her, and the place of the printing and publication thereof , 
and a copy of every such book or printed pajwr shall be immwliatcly 
f rwarded to the magistrate or to such other pcr«on as the Government 
or other persons granting the license may direct , and c\ cry person who 
shall print or publish any book or paiicr otherwise than in conformity 
with this provision, or who shall neglect to forward a copy of such book 
or paper in manner hereinbefore directed unlc*s specially exempted 
therefrom by the Governor General m Council, or other pcr*on granting 
the license, shall be liable, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not 
exceeding one thousand rupees, and in default of payment to impri- 
sonment for a term not exceeding six calendar months 
^ ILThcGovcrnor GenersdofIndiamCouncil,orthc£xccutiveGoycm- 
ment of any Presidency, may, by order to be published m the Government 
Gazette, prohibit the publication or circnlation, within the <3id territories, 
or the temtones subject to thcsaidGoTemment, or within any particular 
part of the said territories, of any particular newspaper, book, or other 
printed paper, or any newspaper of any particular description whether 
printed within the said tcrritoriea or not , andwhoever, after such prohi- 
bition, shall knowingly import, publish or ciroulale, or cause to be im- 
ported, published, or circulated any such book or paper, shall be liable 
for every such oflence, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not 
excelling five thousand rupees or to imprisonment not exceeding two 
years or to both , and ei cry such book or paper shall be seized and for- 
feited 

VUI The word “prinflng" shall include hthographmg The word 
“ magistrate' shall include a person exeroising the powers of a roagis 
trate and also a ju«ticc of the yicace , and every per-on hereby madi, 
punishable by a Justice of the peace may be punishable upon summary 
conviction 

IX bothingin this Act shall exempt any person from complying 
with the provisions of Act XT of 1845 

X Ko person shall be prosecuted for any oflloee against the provuions 
of this Act, within fourteen d^s after the passing of the Act, without an 
order of the Governor-General in Council or Executive Government 
of the Presidency in which the offence shall be committed, or the person 
aulhori'cd under the provisions of thu Act Vo grant liceiues 

XL This Act shall continue in force for one year 

Mono AW, 
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■\\ lib reference to the proTuiotis of Act No XV of 1857, it is hcreljr 
notified ibat npiitufttions for liccn«i.j (o keep or use any printing prc*«, 
or types, or oilier materials or articles for printing nitlim tie town of 
CnUutlo, arc to bo made to the commKsioncr of police 
dbe Licutcnant'Gorcrnor of Itcngal is authorised to grant licenses 
under the said Act, and to appoint any person or persons to nccivc 
applications for such licenses in any part of the lower provinces of the 
presidency of Jlcngal except (he town of Calcutta. 

llio LieuUnant-Govcrnor of the norlluwestem provinces is authorised 
to grant licenses under the said Act, and tooppoint any person or persons 
to receive such aj plications in any part of the north western provinces of 
the presidency of Bengal 

The Governor of (he straits scltlcmcnls, the eh of commissioners of the 
Piinjub and Oude, and the commissioners of ^lysore, Coorg, Nagpore, 
JX’egu, and the Tenasserim and hlariaWn provinces, are authorised *eve* 
rally to appoint any person or persons to receive such applications within 
the provinces, districts and sctlfenients, under thkir control 

riic conditions upon which licenses to keep or use any printing press, 
or types, or other materials or articles for printing will ordirfarily hs 
granted, are as fillows — 

1 That no book, newspaper, pampMet, or other work pnnled at such 
press, or with such nialernls or articles, shall contain any observations or 
statements imptigi ing the motives or designs of the British Got ernmeaf, 
either III En^jlaiil or Inliv, or m any way Tend ng to bring the said 
Government into hatred or contempt, to cvcite disalT'CtiOQ or unlawful 
resistance to its orders, or to weaken its lawful authority, or the lawful 
authority of its civil or military servants 

2 That no such book, pamphlet, newspaper, or other work, shall coixtata 
observations or statcuients having a tendency to create alarm or suspicion 
among the native population of any intended tuterfereoce by Gorernment 
with their rel gious opinions and observances 

3 That no such book, pamphlet, newspiper, or other work, shall 
contain observations bavin„ a tendency to weaken the friendship towards 
'fuc'&ritiln^overnmeifi (d native priDccs diii^s or Stales, m ilependence 
upon or alliance w th it * 

Xhe above Cond lions apply ei|nally to original matter, and to matter 
copied from other pubt cations 


A copy of every book, paniiMet, newspaper, or other work pubhsl e 1 
tb. town or Calculi^ u to b. rntmodaw, formrUod to th, oo.omu 
sioner of police 

By order of the Bight lion the Governor General in Com cil 
Cecu. Beadon 
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THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE ACT 
No 29S 

SeCKETART TO TOE GoYTENMEIT OP BetOAI^ to J C IkloRSAT, 
Escj , Pnnter and Pubbaher of Ihe ^Fnend of India " 

Datol Ton illUm, SDtb June 1U7 

Sir, — I am directed to forward for jour infonnntion the accompanying 
copy of a letter No 1202 dated 29tl» June, 1837, from the Secretary to 
t\ i. Government of India in the Home Uepartment relative to an article 
tvhidi appeared lo your paper of the 25th instant. 

1 have the honour to he. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. R Yockq 

EmMaiy lo tbe Covmimeiit of D ■ngat 

No 1202 

From Cecil BeAsot, Secretary to the Goremment of India, to 

A R Xoc^o, Esq, iStfcretory to <7eperwmmt 

Doled ibe Sfth Job* l«7 

Siri-^TLe attent on of the Governor General in Council has been given 
to the first leadii g article Lcad<.d, **Thc Centenary of Flas«ey," which 
appeared in the Friend of Itul a of the 25tli mst^ and especially to the 
two last paragraphs, which in the yndgment of His Lordship in Council 
are fraught with tn schief and calculated at the present time to spread 
disaffection towards the British Governmeiit, both among its native 
subjects and among dependent and all ed states 

The article lO question loTnuges every one of the three condi loiu 
upon winch 1 censes to Leep a printing press are now lo be granted. Il 
tends to escite d •aSection towards the British Government amongsi 
great masses of the people , it tends to create alarm and suspicion amon'< 
tlie Hindoo and hlahomedan populstiou of intended interference by 
Government with tl cir religion, and it tends to weaVen the fnendshi; 
towards the Government of native prmces, chiefs, and states, in depen 
deuce upon and alliance with lU 

^VIlalcve^ the intentions of the writer may have been the tendency o 
the art cle is as above described, and the publication of snch remarks 
even if innocent anil admissible in ordinary times, u now, under ll ( 
crit cal ciri.u ustanccs which rei dered the passing of Act No 13 of 1837 
necessary, most din„erous not oidj to the Governmenf, but to the live; 
of all r uropcaiis m the rrovinees not living un Icr the close protectior 
of Bnt sh bayonets 

I am diroctid, therefore to request that with the permiss on of tl « 
1 leulcnant Governor the views of the Governmeut of India may bi 
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conimunicAtcd to llic Publislicr of the rriend of Ituha, anti tint he nny 
be \»arn<»l lint the tepeliUon of Tcmarks of thw dangerous nature will 
be fullowcd hy the withdrawal ofliis Iiccikc 
T he Gorcrnor«Gencral in Council Iim no intention of interfering with 
the fair discnssion of public measures, but ho cannot now permit the 
circulation Id India of wntingsao framed fts to excite popular disaflection 
I have, &c , 

(Signed) C BgADox, 

StercUrr ta the CoTcramcnl of India 


Council Chamber *9th June, |SS7 


(True Copj ) 

A R TDu^o 

ScerrUrjr lo Ihs Corerninrnl of Ocnsal 


From Me FaiEXO or Ijtoia, Jane 25th 
TUB CEXTESAUT OE TJUSSET 

We have glided into the second centenary of English inile in India, and 
Hindus and Mussulroans wbo study the myilenes of fate are well nigh 
10 despair TLe stars and scriptures told them that on Monday lost wo 
liadtompleted our allotted term of mastership, when the strength which 
had hitherto been resistless, the courage tbat never faltered, would pass* 
away, and we should become in turn the easy prey of our vassals The 
favour of the gods is not a perpetual gift, and though sire and son have 
witnessed so oAen what must to them appear supernatural results, it was 
but reasonable to suppose (bat our store of miracles would be exhausted 
at last We share with them the belief in bidden influences, only what 
they look upon os being natural and common place, is to us the domain 
of the marvellous It u easy to understand bow we gamed power, and 
wealth, and glory, at the coromencement of the cycle, but Lard heron 1 
measure to find out how we have lost all three at its close IVhen you 
can succeed id realising to the imagination the most foolish thing, the 
most improbable thing, and tbe most timid thing , and have blended all 
these together and xonltiphed them, and worked them into what is calle 1 
a policy, you may perhaps get some clue to tbe solution of the problem, 
but all other modes of induction wiD hopelessly fad 

The qualities of mind which enable a man to accumulate wealth are 
often tho^e which hinder him from malmg a proper use of it It was 
necessary for the eouqueat of Hindustan that the East India Company 
should exist, for it is only tbe intense greediness of traders that could 
have won for us the sovereignly of the country The enemies of the 
Company 8 rule assert that they made and broke treaties planned and 
foughtbflttles for tbe mere loveof gam hatever degree of interference 
with private or public rights was needful for the purpose of collcctin" 
revenue, received instont-and eager sanction , whatever concerned merely 
the welfare of Asiatic souls, or the social inlerests of the great body of 
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Engltotimcn and Ilmdu^ was cither coldljr ignored or Intterly assailed 
They imported for their own u«e tlie might of civilisation, but never 
card to exhibit to the nations its beneficent features Wealth emboilicil 
all the attributes of their good deity, to whom was rendered with cheer- 
ful devotion the homage of heart and brain. The evil principle was 
symbolised by power, and where they failed to vanqnisb they fell down 
and worshipped. Without a spark of patriotic feeling they set on the 
brow of England a gem of priceless value, without care for Christianity 
they paved the way for the overthrow of idolatry Be it so, but the 
evil which they wrought has well nigh passed away , the good of which 
they have been the not unconscious instruments will go 00 multiplying 
for ever 

A hundred years is hut a small point in the lifetime of a nation It 
may be a period of sowing or of reaping the harvest, of giant labours such 
as «hall iniluence the destiny of remote generation*, or of utter folding of 
the Lands to sleep We found India destitute of invention and enter- 
prise , Ignorant of liberty, and of the blessings of peace. W e have 
• placed her face to face with the forces of our civilisation, and have yet 
to see if there are no subtle invigorating i&£uencea that can be trans- 
mitted through her aged frame. We have given her liberty such as she 
has not enjoyed for centuries, and never save by brief and long inter- 
rupted snatches The Hindu stands upon the same platform with the 
Englishman, shares equal privileges with bun, and challenges for bunself 
os great a measure of the protection nod immunities accorded by the 
state He has no poliiical enemies, and fais grievances are sll social 
There is much to be remedied within, but without all is qmet and «ecure 
If he bos a new part to play in the worlds history, the stage is clear fur 
him, and there is on audience ready to sympathise and applaud. \\ hat- 
ever he has m him of creative abdity may find easy vent and ready ac- 
ceptance e have swept away the olwtacles which stood in the path of 
intellect and courage, it rests only with Kature and himself, whether he 
achieves success ov otherwise A second Sevajee » happily impossible, 
but another Luther would find an easier task than that which was im- 
po«ed upon the monk of TMttenberg The inventor, the author, the man 
of science will meet ready welcome and sure reward e spread out 
before the dormant Asiatic soni, all the mental treasures of the est, and 
ftel only too happy m being allowed to distribute them 

It IS a great crime in some instances to trample out a nationality , to 
alraugle m infancy what might have grown up to be one of tbe fairest 
births of Time, but except ra the case ortbe ifiere is no example 
of the kind to be alleg^ against our countrymen The Mussulauin 
power was clTetc longbcfore the battle of Plasscy, and such as Clive found 
tic Malioracdans in the daysof Surajah Dowlah, we encounter them m 
the time of the deposed king of Oade Cruel, sensual, and intolerant, 
they are unfit to rule and unwilling to siwve Claiming to exercise sway 
as of Divine Plight, and jet dcnitntc of every gift with which Kalure has 
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endowed the races meant by destiny to dominate oyer the world, they fell 
by necessity under the power of a nation replete with energy and resolu- 
tion, and loathe with all the bitterness of hate the infidels who have sub- 
dued them They will never tolerate our gifts or forgive our supremacy 
'^Ye may load them with blessings, bat the reward will he curses We 
stand between them and a fancied earthly paradise, and are not classed 
in their Jut of good angels 

The Mahrattaa have none of the elements of greatness in their charac- 
ter, and spealung in the interests of the dushy millions, we do not regret 
Assye, iJeeg, and Maharajpore, but it is otherwise with regard to the 
Sikhs, who had they nourished as we have aeen them, two centuries back, 
or never come in contact with the might of England, would perhaps have 
uprooted the tenets of Hindu and Mussulman, and breathed a new spirit 
into the followers of Mohamed and Dralima llumanitv, however, will 
be content with their overthrow The Bible is a better book than the 
Gruntb, and Christianity is superior to the Khaba. Regenerated Hm- 
duism might have obtained a new Kase of existence, but it would have 
gamed nothing in morals, and eOlctcd but bttle for human happiness < 
Its sole gam would have beeo power, and the example of universal 
destruction * 

It may also be alleged against us that we liave deposed the Kings 
and ruined the nohicsof India, but why should the world sighovir that 
result ? Monarchs who always took the wages, but seldom perfurmed 
the work, of Government, and anstoerals who looked ujion authority as a 
personal right, and have never been able to compreheni! what u meant by 
the soiercigiity of the people, arc surely better out of the way Ko En- 
glishman in these da^s deplores the wars ofthc Roses, and would like to 
8<.e the ChfTords and 11 arwicks restored again to lifi Franco hears with 
calmness the loss of her oIJ cobilit/ , Europe at large makes steady con- 
tributions to the I St of kings out of employment. Had pnneca and 
rnjahs in Ilinlustsn been worth conserving they would have retained 
tlieir titles and power The class spcclilv die out in the natural course 
of morwlity, and it is not for the benefit of society that it eUoul ! be 
renewed 


Array the evil against the acknowledged good, weigh the broken 
f loilges, tlie ruined rsmilics, the iropaverishc 1 ryots, the tni{<crfi'ei Justice, 
agamsl the inmwnary ami the Khootmaslrr, the railway ami the itcain. 
engine, the abolition of Suttee, on I the destruction of the Thu'-s, and 
dn Uro In which scale the balance lies I ] or every anna that we have, 
taken from the noble we have reiuToed a ru]H7c to Ua iraiKr llehare 
aavwl TO* re tivrs m pwre than wo have sacT«riced m war 11 e have coin- 
inliicl msny tlunlcrs an I crime-; wrought evil by prcmcbiation an I 
l,, ,n.li,.oU .11 „„m„| „p, ,bo „„„ I., 

.1 a. lim, mr W J uj-n lU ,1, u. 
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tigliten the bonds of conqncst and of mutual interest. The land must 
be thrown open to the capital and enterprise of Europe , the ryot liAed 
by dc^ees out of his misery, and made to feci that he is a man if not a 
brother, and everywhere Heaven's gifts of climate and circumstance made 
the most of The first centenarj of Plassej was ushered m by the revolt 
of the native army, the second may be celebrated in Bengal by a 
respected Government, and a Christian population 

The Madras AVienceum was “warned and the Sangalore Herald sup- 
pressed for reprinting the above article before the Government notification 
appeared The latter journal was afterwards allowed to reappear on 
condition of the editor being dismissed. 


^o 32D 

rrom the Sechetaht to the GovEttvsiEtt or Benoae to J C hlunsAT, 
Esq , prtnier and piil^isher of {he “ Fnend of India, Serampore 
Sir,— T am directed by the Eiculenant Governor of Bengal to forward 
for youT infonaalioo the accompanying copy of a letter from the Secr&* 
tary to the Government of India, m the Home Department, No d4, 
dated the 3rd insL, relative to the article which appeared m your paper 
of tho 2ad idem, headed ** The First \\ oniing ” 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

lour most obedient Servant, 

A R Yooo, 

D.t.1 r.« miiurn. i.i, ,u, " 1-1 > 


Ko 54 

from C Beapov, Fsq , SeereCary to the Gorernment of India, to A It 
Vovvc, Es<i , Secretary to Oe Goremmevi of Seii^l 
Sir,— In comcQocncc of iho article winch appeared in the Friend of 
Jnl a oK the Snd mat., headed “ Tlie First \\ arning," the Goremor in 
Council would hare felt »t necessary to direct the rcrocairon of the 
license winch had been gruitol to the publisher of that paper Ilistard* 
t1 ip m Council only abstains from adopting this course m consequence 
of an assurance he has received on the part of the rcprcscntalires of the 
absent proprietor, that the newspaper shall, during his absence, bo car- 
ri -d on so as to avoid all cause of complaint, and within the terms of the 
1 eense 

Thi. Goremor General in Council dc«ircs me to request that this may 
be conreyed to the j ubl ,1 cr 

1 hare tl e honour to be. S r, 

1 our most obedient Servant, 

Ctcit. llasnov, 

SmwUtt ta IM af 1 mIU. 


IMnfil 


MeTSafr tm 


c c 
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rrom the ruiE'CD opTndia, July 2h<7 


THE riBST TTABNIhO 

Lord Canning Las done us iLe honour to select the rnend of India ns 
the subject of his first experiment under the Gagging Act arc, il 
appears, an imperium tn imperto, studied by the native masses, Tvatched 
with anxiety by hloollah and Srahmia, stronger than the East Ind a 
Company "We have only to insert a couple of paragraphs, and the re- 
bellion broadens and deepens The chief priests amongst Hindoos and 
hlnssulroans tremble for the safety of their creeds, and allied and depen- 
dent prince”, looking upon their treaties as so much waste paper, turn a 
deaf ear to Governor General and Eesident, and prepare to array their 
fightmg men agamst the Sirkar Bahadoor Say that oiir power is com- 
plimented at the expense of our patriotism, yet what journalist could 
resist the temptations that beset us? ^Vbat would even the Timet give 
to possess such vast means of doing mischief? Who else is there of all 
the tribe of editors, that has autbonty over a hundred and fifty millions 
of souls, that stirs equally the ryot in his but, the devotee in Lis temple, 
and the ruler on Lis throne ? A few words and we can subvert the 
allegiance of the people The servants of the sacred shnne*, dear to all 
races of Asiatics, seek their destiny lo these columns , wherever the Eng- 
lish soldier is absent, we hold the lives of Europeans in the hollow of our 
Land So says Lord Canning, and we may not question the truth of liis 
statement Here is the Governor General s 0 { inion of an article m our 
last which we dare only refer to, except for home purposes 


If we were on our defence in a trial for libel, we should bo allowed to 
reprint the obnoxious paragraphs but it will bo sulTiciciit to say that they 
Qccurrel in the course of a rapid akelch of the results of a century of 
British occupation and formed the best apology that we were able to 
make for the East India Company We bad to speak of a policy winch 
has swept away monarchies and aristocracies in all parts of the land, as 
if they cumbered the earth a policy which bore Us first fruits m 1737, and 
Its latest just a century afterwards We advocated it ns has been the 
habit of this journal for a score of years, and however prepared for hos- 
tilities on tl c part of the present administration, wc certainly never 
expected that the grounds of indictment woiil 1 be found in the first lead- 
ing article of our last i«iuc We have no oljection to recant one of the 
obnoxious paragraph* but must stanl by tbo 1 ope expressed in tluioLlicx 
We will siy, if rcjtiireh that from Sumj col Dowlah to the Kin" of 
Oude, the prmccs of India have been vilely dealt with, but wc cannot 
forego the pleasing vision that m 1M7, a Christian people may live hap- 
pily und,.r n respected Covernment ‘ 

Bat ,l.t 1. II . a.a af Uat.n- .taoi 
fate rrelcnm? Oar fault » „„ 

•jotputl , -Itu moeVet, „ „ ,, ' 

k»|.r,r..aJdr.c]o.tHl to mcl. il.t rrc ,cro tu,a„ | to rcrrl,” »r 
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•were forced to denounce the Tacillation of purpose, llio utter wint of 
oi^anisation, and the wretched crop of results, which h'i\e given such a 
melancholj character to ‘the proceedings of Government since the com* 
mencement of the mutmies Wo had to rfioose between the utterance 
of unpleasant censures or a dishonest sdeoce Between saj ing what m 
the interest of Bngland it were traitorous to suppress, and what it was 
for the reputation of a few high officials should never have been written 
The time had come when it was needful to take a side, and without hcsi* 
talion we fell into the imperial ranks As it turQS out, we had not 
counted the cost, but such aa our course seemed to entail we were wihing 
to defray On the score of public support we have no martyrdom to 
boast of, having gained a hundred and eleven subscribers smee the Ist 
Hay, after allowing for all Ibe deaths and withdrawals 

We venture to say that there is not a roan in Calcutta, or elsewhere, 
who will put upon the excepted paragraphs the construction which Lord 
Canning Las chosen to fix on them, or who will adopt any other con- 
clusion than the palpable one, that it is thought more desirable to gag 
the Friend of India at once, than to waste lime m finding a sufficient 
reason for the act But we submit to bis Ixirdship the following matter 
for consideration The people of all classes, who arc said to read and 
study this journal, know as a matter of course that it has always been 
the advocate of annexation and of Christianity Hut all of a sudden it is 
silent upon those important topics The shrewd Asiatic need not ask 
the reason, for he can see for bimsclf that the Government has interfered 
to prevent thcir discussion, but he will carry the mtjuiry a step further, 
and ask what it is that has prompted the interference If they intend to 
reverse the policy of their predecessors, why let them reinstate Kings, 
restore Joghcers, and deport HitSionaries But if they arc not repentant, 
but merely tioiid , if they do not abjure the acts but only shrink from 
enduring the consequences, why wbat a dullard he roust be, to be duped 
into inaction by such shallow artifices I Either we adiocatc what is 
always injurious to the body politic, or »t is the poorest cowardice to 
coerce us into silence Iio man, Mussulman or Hindu, if he bos balf tho 
brains that the Governor-General allots to him, can fa 1 to recognise m 
this open tabooing of subjects hitbcrto left free for comment, the newest 
and most damning proof of the mislrast which the Government enter- 
tains of tho allies and native snbjects of the Crown of England, and the 
Honourable Company 

rUrco weeks unco Lord Canning bal the sympathy and support of 
Cl cry roan of I uropcan birlh or parentage To day there arc not half n 
d iron who woul 1 lift up llivir hands m Ins favour But why should ho 
do for bimsclf, what be has faded to do for England? %\hy care to 
retain personal when public rcpatation is irrecoverably gone? IVJicn 
lie gooilly lb p goes down with all her neh f« ght on board, it is better 
that Uie captain should exhibit no anxiety to save his cabin furniture 
An 1 now a wonl as to the policy of this journal — say for tl c next 
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luent to put Jown -i rebellion at Scntnporc To Jay is tbe last of oiir* 
independence, and wc ttiU not write under compulsion, or invite, for 
interests wlncli bare been created by industry and intellect exerted for a 
quarter of a century, tbo ruin which it will now cost Lord Canning notlim^ 
to decree Wc accept tlie situation that is made for us, and take leave 
of political discussion — till the tuuea mend 


THE DACCA NEWS “WARNED” 

No 393 

To A Fokdes, £sq 

Dam 

Sir,— I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of n letter No 45C 
dated the 7th instant, from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
referring to an article published in the Dacca Neivs of the Jst instant, 
and beaded “ The Tenure of Land by Europeans m Indio. 

I have the honour to be Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

C F ClBWAC, 

OffiriaUBS tlsg UtU* 

rsujdarr Adsvtui Z Ilih elDacca 
Tbs lOlh August 1117 


No 

From (he Secbetabt to the GovEBRirENt or Bbnoal to the 
Maoistbatb of Dacca 

Dned Fort William IhoTtl Augnit 18S7 

Sir,— The attention of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal Las been 
given to an article m the Dacca JVetrr of the Ist instant, headed “The 
Tenure of Land by Europeans in India which, m his Ilonour s judgment, 
manifestly infringes the cond tions on which (he license to the publisher 
of that paper was granted I am d rected, therefore, to request that j ou 
will -warn the publisher that a second infringement of these cond tions on 
lug part will compel the Lieutenant Governor to withdraw his license 
1 have, Ac 

(Signed} A R Yonvo, 

Bmkiv/ to tbo Cov.ranent el Dengtl 


(Copy) 


C r Cabnac, 

OlSciuIag Slogtiirata. 


rrom the Dacca News, Angutt \tl 
THE TENLRE Of tAVIl JIT EtTROPEAM IT INDIA 
Jlr r«.rt I « ™vol Ilo of fo, . 

on ol .1 ICTuro Ui, 1 .. . lo.rf lo I oU b, Eoropo,„. I„ i„, J 
,n bo ..mpk, for lifo or l.vcr, or brp jem . noJ «> for .b jt ,on„j „f 
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years, and wtellier rcnewitle on payment of fines or otherwise — As we 
may expect that the Court of Director*, which first denied that it had 
received a copy of Mr Ilalliday's police minute, ard then furnished, as 
the police minute, a minute which was not the pohee minute — as we 
may expect that Court to give a false return to Mr Ewart’s motion, we 
shall give a return of our own, as to the terms on which Europeans hold 
land 111 the perpetually settled districts But before doing so we would 
remind our reader*, that the Perpetual Settlement is a bargain entered 
into between Lord Cornw dli*, on the part of the British Government, 
and for which he staked the good faidi of England — not of the Court of 
Directors, or the “Company Baliadoor,** for that is nil— and the land-* 
h ildcrs, that ns long as they paid a certain rent to the Government, they 
were to enjoy m perpetuity Uie possession of the lands contained withm 
certain boundaries specified m the books compiled at the time of the settle- 
ment by the various Collectors and which lia«l been sanctioned with regard 
to each particular district hy the Government This is the theory of the 
Perpetual Settlement The practice has been very difiercnt, especially 
with regard to Europeans, who about twenty years ago were allowed to 
ItoU land on the same terms as natives The practice is as follows — - 
A European is allowe<l to hold lands as long as these lands do not ex- 
cite the eoneupi'CcncQ of the Govemnient of the Eist India Company, 
* administered by a Civil Service, whose salaries depend upon the amount 
Ilf revenue that can be TCAli8cd,/>er fat out tif/at, from the country —1.x- 
ampli. ilr (icorgc Lamb, a gentleman well known for many years in 
the Dacca district, purchasol an estate called Chur Doopoonali, paying, 
umkr the aforesatil rerpetual Settlement, a rent to Government ot two 
hundred and ninety odd rupees By tl e encroachment of a largo and 
nj 1 1 river, the whole of lli s estate was came I away Air Lamb, aware, 
fiom long ob-crration of the oscillations of the rivers in Bengal, that tie 
land would rc-form, continued to fulfil his part of the bargain cnicrcil 
into with ll c Government— that is, to pay the revenue during eight or 
ten ycarr, whdv the cilatc in question forrodl a part of t!io be 1 of the 
nver, which is from four to five miles broail He of course cxpecteil 
that, when the river retired, he would be allowcl to take po«se«ion of 
tl u Ian ll rc*f rmc<l There if a Isw. Itowcvcr, in connect on with the 
St-tlkment, which I'atcs, that if an uland is thrown up in the channel of 
a navigable river it becomes ihc propertv of tht Government, and ibis 
law IS j>crf«tly jo»f, for it presupposes the drying op of the river — a 
cireumilsnce of frequent occurrence in Hvngal — anl the formation of 
Ian 1 on a siiot which la 1 no* been include I in tl e Perpetual Settlement, 
as there was no Ian 1 raiiiing there at tint time Tl ere is al«o aiiotl er 
law very us^-ful in preventing di«{ otes, wh eh is to tl c efiect, that lands 
which ire f >Ttne<l by the retiring of rivm from one bank sn 1 their cn- 
rtnarl ment on tl c otlier, are to belong to the jTof -ictor on to whoso Un li 
itry f>m In lie esse l<f>Te ws winft tie river was retiring the 
(• vrrnmrnt to t!.c f rvt j've lork po-*os ton of the dry Ian 1 wl irh frvt 
irrJ, •• an I* an t anl tlcn of all tl»- linl» t ieee«» vtly eraing ug 



390 


TIIL GAGG1^G ACT. 


APpEKDiri 


from llic river, aS formations on to the ulanil the property of GoTern- 
rticnt Mr. Lamb, up to tlic present Jitc, Loping against Lopo iLat 
justice may be done to Uim, paya tLe Perpetual Settlement Eevenue for 
Cburr Doopoonah, tbougb be is not in possession, nor Las bad for the 
last twelve or fourteen years a single bigab of land belonging to this 
estate The Collector receives the rents without a murmur, tbougb we 
believe iLe Commissioner of Revenue Las ordered Lim to strike the very 
name of the estate off the Looks The case, moreover, was five tiroes 
decided m Mr I^amVs favour by the Judges of tbc Company itself, and 
only gained by them when tbey had succeeded,^ after a number of years, 
in packing a bench We would refer the curious with regard to this 
case to our supplement of the 13lh of July, 1857 

A Puropenn is allowed to hold lands as long as these lands do not 
excite the concupiscence of any native, for, if any native should desire 
to possess them, they will certainly be decreed to him by the Judges of 
thoXast India Company, who find none so imprncticaile as European 
owners ofland Example Mr G Lamb purchased at a sale for 
arrears of Revenue from the East India Company, an Estate said 
to comprise withm its boundaries certain specified villages A native 
about the same tune purchased an adjoining estate Mr Lamb, &oni 
information gathered ftom the Collector’s books brought a suit for cer- 
tain villages in the po«sc$siou of the native, as belonging to Lis estate « 
The native brought a cross suit claiming villages of (be value of R$ l,d00 
a year against Mr Lamb bir Lamb lost Lis suit The suit of the 
native was decreed in bis favour, giving him villages producing Rs C OOb 
a year, instead of Bs 1 500 which he bad sued for The document on 
winch the Sudder decreed against Mr Lamb was a forgery It pur- 
porte 1 to be one of the original papers of the Deccnial Settlcnioat (on 
avhich the Perpetual Settlement was founded) of Zillah Tippcrnb Mr 
T amb proved that the whole of that settlenicnt was made in Arcot 
Rupees, while this paper was summed up in Sicca Itnpces The Sudder 
Dewany Adalut, The Supreme Civil Court of Bengal, decided that the 
word “ Sicca ' meant “ current, and m glit apply to any rupee They 
themselves were, at the time of tins decision, receiving their salaries m 
Sicca Rupees of more than G} per cent greater a aluc than the Company a 
rupee, and would have npuclnted willi scorn the proitsition of being 
pa d m the Company’s rupee- 

A Eiiropea i is to be prcvcntcl from becoming the possessor of land 


tit. tuxy iwA ’kv.Vas-j: — va. Vw. ws-WdiTiTA case was 

inssing thnii^h the courts, Sir JAmb# opponci t got dccilymto 
nn n IS cred icrs put up his estate for sub Jlr Lamb was willm- to 
pnclaso iH.ncc at any price ntid llcreforc bt 1 a Iwge sum fur'll is 
c. ..o, »l I I, c. ,,, r,.eJ II , ,I .pulcJ I,„ ,, j,,, , p„eL„^ ,| . 

cai«l« in Ih .ifn . n.iiin m or lor to iiio.il. a, Lc Hoogl.l, ,11 alco. 
Mr. I .a, In oa b.coiaiiy purrla„er. rorJ f r |».,i.„oa orih, r.iai, loi 
non. ,,io 1 in ll a &apo„„, il . SoJ Irr, on ll.o c„„„ , ’n „ 

.Lr, n. ,1. 1 I si. ll or b.oki, 
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* roast be joined by bcr hnaband "We hare got the best aathority for 
saying that this is not good Cnglish law, but supposing it were, there 
was nothing on the record to show that Mrs Limb was cilber an Eng- 
Ji*h or a Scotch woman She might hare been of any other race, 
among many of whom — the Armcmans, Musmlmanecs and Hindoos, 
for instance — married women may possess property apart from their 
husbands. The objection was not t-ikeo m any of Ibe pleading®, and wc 
'ubmit that the appellate court had no power to take it up — but there 
was an Englishman or Scotchman, well known in their private capacities 
to the judges on the bench to be such, to be prerented from possessing 
lands The case was therefore nonsuited On this decision being given 
ilr Lamb brought a fresh suit joining himself with his wife The 
same objection would not serre now , but Sir Lamb lost his else in the 
appellate conrt on account of an alleged irregularity in the sale, an irre- 
gularity for which no one was responsible but the court which sold, and 
therefore Mr Lamb was punished — be it obserred, that Mr Lamb 
gamed every one of these eases in the courts of first instance It was 
only when they were appealed to the Sudder, when they were taken 
down to Calcatta, where Civt! Servicisim u rampant, where the necessity 
of keeping the interloper from gaming a footing m tbc land is fully ap- 
preciated— it was only in Calcutta that he lost them We co^ld adduia 
many a c«e where the same gentleman, who, unfortunately for himself, 

* had a de«ife to become a landed proprietor, and to improve his lands by 
introducing the culture of various crops unknown ,q tJjjg part of India, 
had decree after decree guen against him in the Civil Courts, many of 
them so absurd, that they gave rise to ficsh lawsuits in the vain endea- 
vour to have them executed Wc could bring instances of parallel cases, 
where naUics only were concerned, where decrees were given m their 
favour, which would hare made Itfr Lamb's fortune had the same law 
— wc shall not desecrate the name ofjuslicc by applying it to any of the 
dicta of the Sudder — been dealt out to him But the ir»crloper was 
there. lie was td be pul down If he had not been put down, he might 
Lave had the presumption to grow cotton , and by suj plying Liverpool 
with that material, to hare made the English people lake as great nn in- 
terest in and become as well eccjuainted with, the aCTaira of India as they 
arc with those of America 

However long a European may have been m pos«e'*ion of land, every 
means to the endangering of the •alvation of the judges themselves is to 
be used to oust him froin possession, and to give it to a native, with which 
class the Civil Service Wicvel, til! lately perhap®, they could do any- 
thing Tliuu an error on the part of the pourt Service Since Beg II 
of 1819, and the Public orks Loan, the native believes that there are 
no depths so low to which the Company Bahadonr cannot descend, so 
long as they bare power on thursile The Fnghshman confesses that 
the CoTCfemcnt is “ awful d<»1gy,** I ut cannot believe that the men 
whom ho knows well, and knows (o be tolerably I onesl lu tbcir pnvatc 
transactions, coull be guilty of tbc rascalities which have been commilte<l 
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under the afore<aid regulation But we are runnmg away from our 
subject, which 13 that, however long a European may have pos«e«‘cJ 
land he must be ousted somehow or another — Example Messrs. Lamb 
and Wise, two gentlemea settled »n the Dacca di’tncf, learned from . 
their attorneys that an estate was to be sold by the Collector, at the in- 
stance of the owner s creditors They agreed to bid for the estate, and 
to purchase it together The estate was put up for <ale, and they bought 
it Though many objections wcterai ed to the manner in which the 
sale was made, &c by the late proprietors, at the time of and immediately 
after the «ale, they were all orcrruled by the courts Messrs Lamb 
and "U «c were put in possession, and continued in possession for eleven 
years eleven months and odd days If the tweUc years bad passed, tfaeir 
title would have been secured by prcscnption But before the twelic 
years had expired, a suit was brought to upset the sale, on the ground 
that th" law prescribed that notice of sale should be alllxed in ten places 
It had been so in nine, but there was a doobt with regard to tbc tenth, 
whether the place where it was affixed was situated on certain lands or 
not The case came on m the local courts and was decided in favour of 
Messrs Lamb and Wise le was i^pcalcd to the Sudder, where it was, 
ss a matter of course, deci led against the interlopers by two judges out 
of tl rec— decided, we have almost the highest legal authority in Indit 
for saying, again't the common sco<e interpreuiion of the law But what 
can bo expected from judges whobare absolutely no legal training, and 
wl o consider the interloper as a bong who has no right to be in India* 
Such anj a few— we t Icranty affirm a icry ftw— of the in«tanecs wi, 
can give to Mr Ewart of tbc tenures on wh ch lands arc allowed to be 
held by Europeans m In lia. Were we to unffilJ a half ~onc ll >rd, of 
what we know, we should be <eorne(lBs unjust tralucirs of the Ciiil 
Service of tlic Honourable the I asl In Iia Con)|>3ny 1 ortunatily wc 
can prove every word we have wiiJ fram thv dcciMona of the Sud lor 
Dewany A lalut— Lor 1 Canning must have wondcrid why Ls |rocla 
jnations were so ! ttU believed It » long — as the cviJ'.ncc of csiry 
iiidejicnilenl man will prove — a nee fteaswrrtions ofthc Coveniinciit of 
this country hai c been bilicvcd by its subjects 


Till HI NG \L IIUI k Xlltl GUI I Iti J) 

Tt e JlarLtm ll <t oUrst j irnal in In 1 a, wat sujprcsH'd on cJ c tSlhof 
STHcni!.^. on account of tJ « »P|Tar«n«., in tl IT rent muci of the r 
of thu fjUowiDj; lLrc« arth Ic* ~ » i ♦ 


/Vow rtr Bt^aAi. IlrKXSBr 


“•n.e stratnrr wLich amrcl on Ibe IOU> iniUnt brtn,.? t (j,. 
of Clh Aojuit. wWh coriamf a lender trpinn.ng 'TlKrenre auui 
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of atrocity so nbominaLle tint they ■will not even bear narration,’ and 
cnilmj, ‘ Let it be known tbit England -will support tlio officers who may 
be clnrged with tbe duty of suppressing this mutiny, and of inflicting 
•condign pumsbment upon tbe bloodthirsty mntinccrs, bowcTcr terrible 
niiy be the measures which they may see fit to adopt’ 

“Tlie article in the Times from which the above quotations are made 
should be republished by Govcmnient, circulated to all civil and military 
authorities in substitution of Cecd Dcadon's proclamation, dated Slst 
July, published in your paper of 2nd instant , and the article from the 
Times should be read also to every regiment in India, instead of Sir 
James Outram’a order about the lOth regiment Little did the Times 
know of Indian officials when be wrote * Nothing more injudici nis than 
Jlr Colvin 8 proclamation can be conceived ’ 

“MTiat will the Thunderer say when he sees Cecil Bcadons pro- 
clamation, and Sir James Outram’s order from Dinapore? and that the 
latter has aince that order been reappointed commissioner in Oude, be- 
sides commanding the Dinsporc and Cawnpore division*, thus super- 
seding Havelock and Neill ? The latter is unquestionably the man who 
ought to have been appointed chief commissioner m Oude, fur the energy 
lie has d «played from the time he confined the railway people here, to 
the time he hanged the Brahmins at Cawnpore 

** The imbeciles are not all out of England yet, however , the board of 
control has Yernou Smith and the war department has Lord Banmure 
■Witness the answer of the latter, through Lis organ in the Commons, to 
Colonel North s que<tioa on the fitb August, ' hy it was that the Go- 
aemment were only sending 140 men to reinforce the artillery lu Indio, 
when the number required to bring that force up to its war com- 
plement was 223 f • Answer by Sir John Ranisden, “vide Times of Cth 
August — 

• ‘ Sir J Ram'dcn said that the artillery force was put under ord<.r8 
for India, the same as the other troop*, in tooipliance with a requisition 
of ^le East India Company, and the total force of arlillery whith they 
bad asked for would be made up by the particular Dumber which had 
been sent’ (hear 1 heart) 

“That I* the artillery force was rendered ineffiuent before its departure 
for India, by reducing it even under tbe war complement required m 
Furope, that certain figures sent in by the East India Company nu^ht 
correspond with other figures m the estimates prepared at the war 
de[ arlmcnl 1 

“ \\ itb sneb a Bpccimcn of the way things are conducted m that de- 
partment, can any one be surprised that we meet with disasters, from the 
ruinous cflects of which to the nation nothing saves us but the devoted 
courage of our soldiers an I sailon? — yet these are the men whose 
feelings arc being Irificd with by old women m IndiL 

“The cavalry hor«cs in the Gnmca were starved because Sir Charles 
Trevelyan, at Ins desk in Londmi, thought he could there form a more 
correct estimate of the forag, required than the commis'ary general ou 
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flic spot could do — and now wc are to liave the artillery sent out in an 
inctllucnt state because Vernon SmiUi and the chair iLink that the war 
complement, which experienced artillery otHcers hare laid down as ne- 
cessary in Europe, is too large for a fine climate like India, where they* 
no doubt suppose ready-made artillery men grow jn the Rose Gardens 5“ 


rrom the DERoat. IlDBKAstr. 

TUB FRIBND OF UIKDOSTAH AND TUB STATE ORIVDBR. 
tntu OKOMB CAHnXO 

(Tliar>orit rcprctinled b/iha Cbalmaaoftha Court of DIrectsri, and the S 0 b/anobls 
lord.) 
r or II. 

Keedr State finder, whither are roo B«dns * 

, ^ou'requilegone ulraf ^our wheal i> out ofordrr 
Thera l a row blovlog up— ;ouri>tilonaare all rotten, 

^ are four epeecliei | 

Wea<T Sine grinder, little do Ihoie rateali 

Who with their bowtiaga bunt down all Ibeir ruleri 

Thiok what bard work 'lie, crglog all dag. ■* Red tape. 

Rad tape for ever I “ 

Tall ina, State grinder, bow eawte gouio thii plight t 
Did (he aupreme court lag lit baada upon gou r 
VTai i( (ha chief, or editor ofiowraal, 

Oraomeloie planter P 

Waa It tome Judge for acting without Queen'a law P 
Itantorouj chief, tor keeping dowobiaaerticep 
Bdlior rlcloui, ergisg up (be people. 

DroaghC gou in thli Bz P 

(llaregou not read (ha minute of Sir Tbomai *} 

Spark* of retentment ammilder in mg bewfpiecr, 

Raadg to blow up ar aoou a* geu hare fvtd gour 
Pleat wmtehed (torg 


S G 

Siorg I Cod bl«M gnu ' I bare none to (cU, air, 

Oiilg one dag, 1, talking In (be council. 

Gagged the free pre*a, and tbeo made (hat J F. Crai t 
Cra*ral Obatructor I 


til* command , (heg look me before (he Common* , 
Public opinion (faes put me in (he 

PeuDdaa a dookegt 


I ibould be glad to di 
A vmall pentlon, Ifgo 
Hut fbr Big part I nei 


I gear boBOar*# health to 
,111 kindig glee II I 

*WlbiVlnAm*cs, -In 


T nell 

wBI Me Ihce d— d Brit — 
made M end of fun or 

Impment failure I 
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From tht Bevoai. IIuBitABtr 

All India is cagerljr rratcUing tbc progress of pnblic opinion at home, 
.the eventual declaration of which will decide the future policy of the Go- 
vernment Our rulers are being put upon their trial, while a jury com- 
posed of many millions are weighing the evidence, preparatory to laying 
their hhads together for the consideration of the verdict. 

There are many good, honest, simple people in Calcutta, who are both 
surprised and disappointed that popular indignation has not boiled up to 
a higher pitch They are astounded at finding that Lord Canning has 
not been already ordered home in irons, and that Mr Bcadon has not 
been sentenced to be tarred and feathered and rid Icn upon a rail, pre- 
viously to being placed in some extremely uncovenanted appointment, 
under a native superior "W c are very for from saying that these pro- 
ceedings would not be approp'iatc m the cases m question, but we would 
sny to our enthusiastic friends — -My dear sirs, you are too impatient. 
All in good time Fubbe opinion is not a mere dramatic performance, got 
up to mahe the overland papers exciting for your pleasure It is a real 
earnest process, which tabes ti ne for its development, which must be 
expected to* drag ^indramatio language, >- dow and then, which will 
not always produce startling eflects at the most desirable moment, which 
keeps one waiting a long time between the acts, with nothing but apples 
and oranges and a bill of the phy to fall back upon , —but for all that 
tl ere can be no rational doubt that the conclu«ion will find virtue 
triumphant, and that the villains of the piece will meet with their just 
doom But, — wc wonid add to our enthu'iostic ftriemls,— what more 
can you expect’ hat more would you have at the present moment P 
Have you not beard through private letters that the windows of the 
dircctoiV town houses arc by no means safe, and that any one of the 
honourable court showing bimself at Bath or Cheltenham, or clsewhers 
where Anglo Iiidianism most abi les, would meet with a reception from the 
mob compared to which that of Marshal Ilaynau by the brewers was cour- 
teous and flattering P Do you not know that the Duke of Cambrid'-Q 
was heard to say that he should soon have the Ind an army under his 
command ? Are you not aware that the node of communication adopted 
hy the government of the crown towards the government of the court, at 
home, has already become savage and dictatorial to an extent that six 
months ago would Lave aroused LeadenskuU street to a fury of resist 
ance P Do you not see that the comparative satisfaction which has been 
■jiftiir^'cAv'iaftViinTOOic -nivi't(n5NVwTOi»\w<tt. huA kiwa, iqiun 

want of knowledge of the real facta of the case P Is it not obvious to the 
itupi Kst Allow among you, that where our rulers have been praised 
they ! ave been praised for doing what they have left undone, or for not 
doing that which tl cy have done most thorou"hly and completely P If 
her Maje-ty s Govirnment approve eventually of the conduct of these 
gentlemen they will have to do so, not merely at the cost of (heir consis 
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cncy— wIiiJjlLoy will ciro no more about than nnyotlier gorcrament- 
Liit at llic cost of tlicjr oflice*, wkicli they will not be (Ii'posecl to pn 
with for nacli on incidental coiisidcrotton as Jlr. IlalJiday, or such a niaf 
■ter of detail ns Jfr. Hendon— -lo say notliing of one or two otliers of tb 
same stamp, and a LJglier functionary wbora they hare dragged Into tb 
sftinc boat, 

ll'e ask llic sanguine persons to wliom we bare addressed the above 
wliat more they would liive lor tlie present ? To us it seems that Par 
liamcnt and the public nt borne linvc made immense progress towards t 
proper view of the question. In llic House of Lords, the Earl of Ellen 
borough nnd the Marquis of Clnnricnrde have ailclre«scd themselves to it 
with profound knowledge and sagacity In the Commons, Mr. Disraeli 
lias made one of the most masterly and statesmanliLe speeches that he 
lias ever made in his li/b , and the question lias been met by all who 
took part in its discussion with a high apprecnlion of its imporlaDcc 
The press has done its work well, and has been steadily drifting in the 
right direction, (o a position which (be Tunes has taken up with a decision 
nnd energy which sutTiciently show that the voice of the countryison 
the same Side Throughout the dtscussioo, both m parliament and the 
press, It IS to the honour of all engaged m it, that no party feeling has 
been shown, however mueh may have been felt in some quarters The 
utmost consideration has been mam/esicd for the local government under 
the dilBcuU circuni'tances m which they were placed, and no signs of 
any personal prejudice have been made opparent J ren tlie Press 
and the J 2 xamm«r, the two most systematio opponents of the company's 
govcmineDt, hare handled 1 /ord Canning ns tendclly os if he was a baby, 
and have let Messrs Deadon and iralliday alone with a magnnmuiicy 
arliich IS almost beyond belief and suggests (be suspicion tbat those 
usually well inlbrtn^ journals have not yet acqumrited thcoisehes with 
the fact that there are such persons in existence 


In the meantime, the nccMsed ore awaiting the verdict which |s to de- 
cide the r official fate, m a highly characteristic manner, such as wc sco 
described m the Loudon police reports as “ treating ilic charge with the 
utmost levity, ' or “ ermcing a hardened indifllrence to the situation m 
which they were placed, that was painful to behoM ' But amoo'^ these 
it IS only just to ixmaik that the most elevated personage sinnds'out m 
honourable relief IIij grand calmne«s under the ordeal is eonipiimhU. to 
nothing but the denieanoup ofMiss sradelctno Smith, in similarly trvin" 
circumstances, which elicited the wonder and admiration of the ranlTw ° 
pi, of I-ol «. lop, ,1.1 Iho 0...00 .. .good on,, .nd, fc, 

sake of an illustrious nnme, find ns good intentions as btvo . 

loilia dr any other i Incr. that tbc charges which hare twvn T 
ogaiiist the individual in question will he « nut proven " ^ I'rougl.t 
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THR ACT IirmOVED UTOK IN PEGU 

To the FHorBiETOtt or the Ra^coox Cubonicle and Pegd 
Gazette Pee«s 

Itstifoon 

Sir, — I am permitted bj tie Commissioner of Pegu and GoTcrnor- 
Gencrals agent to inform you, that m the event of your wishing to 
publish any articles concerning the aftairs connected with the rebellion in 
Bengal, m your journal you are, before doing so, to sabinit them to me 
for approval Without such previous sabmi«sion, you are not to publish 
such accounts or article®, whether original or extracted this will be an 
especial condition of the ad xntenm protection being continued to you 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Tour most obedient Servant, 

Geo DAsGERneiD, 

OScutingtlagii r^eorlUngODD 

RtiigoaD Sligjtrate t OfOce tha SIh August, ISS7 

The proprietor nppealed to the Commissioner, and receised the ful« 
lowing reply — 

To It. GonrnxE, Esq., Proprietor of the Kakooov Cnsoxio-E Fanss 

TtAsgoeo 

Sir,— I hare the honour to acknowledge (he receipt of year letter to 
the address of the Commissioner and Governoi General s agent for Pegu, 
forwarding a letter from the magistrate of Rangoon, herewith returned. 

In granting an ad xnlenm for protection m publishing the Rangoon 
Chronicle, pending the receipt of orders irom the Supreme Goveremest 
on your application for a licen<e, the Commissioner and Govemor- 
Geoerals agent hss assumed a power not atrictly vested in him by the 
law, and has in a measure, and for a time, made faunself responsible for 
what is puUished in that paper , but he rcru«er to accept the respocsihility 
unless upon such cond tions as will, he trusts, justify him in having in« 
curred it with the Government he 1in« the honour to serve 

X have the honour to be Sir, 

HoaAC£ A Ssorrye, 
Extra. Aubtut to tli« Coinmlit oscr of Frgo. 

Itugoon ConiinluIoDm Ofice TtaAngost ISS7 


imsr xtYTHCK’ TiSr xiV?67ilXAZS 

The foUowiBg letter h^ been addressed by the Magistrate of Poona to 
the Government of Bombay — 

'ludlcUl Dqivtisrst Sombar Cutle. Srd of Srrltmbrr 1SS7 
Sir — In the Times ncw»paper of last Thursday, Ibc Editor stated that 
a dctaclimcnt of the 2n 1 Bombay 1 igl t Cavalry bad mutinie 1 at Deesa, 
an 1 ha 1 been dc*troyed by Her Majesty a 83rd Kegtmcnt at that station , 
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ami in last Wondij s paper there « an article extracted from the English 
paper, the the publication of winch is calculated to have a very 

pernicious effect at the present time 
I am, therefore, dcsirccl hy the Ktght IfonouraWe the Governor iti^ 
Council to request that you will he good enough to warn the editors of 
English and Native newspapers within your jurisdiction against repub- 
lishing the articles m question 

1 have, &c , 

^Signed) n Ij Atfurasov, 

Secretary to Coremmcpt 

To llio Maslitrata et Foona. 


MADRAS A STEP IN ADVANCE 
No HOC 

Extrael/rom the Uikotes or Coxsoi-tAnov 

Public Dcrartmci I dated lOth Avtuit ISSf 

The attention of the Right Honourable the Governor General 
Council has been drawn to an article lo tbe Ezammer sew*paper of the 
Cth snst , copying a false statement from tbe Hiir^ani, regniilmg a sup- 
posed intention to remove tbe Governmeot agent at Cbepauk, and ro- 
llectisg on that oiBcers odictal conduct 

Government rc«olve to notify io the proprietors of that new^pspefi 
that this 15 a violation of the lenns on which they hold ibeir license, and 
that their license will be wilbdrawn on the appearance of any siiuilor 
article 

(True Copy ) 

E Maltot, 

AcMcg Ciller Secretary 

^ From the Maubas Examiveb, iptofed from the ZIubrabi; 

The Madras Government, wc understand. Las recommended to tic 
Supreme Government the immcd ate removal of Dr Dalfour from the 
Government agency at Clicp^uk, for alleged acts of oppression 
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